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TO 
WORSHIPFVLL;.HIS 
VERY GOOD PATRON, SIR Av- | 


cvsrIing Nicxols, Knight,Sericantartthe 
Law ; the glorious comforts of Grace here, 


 andibe bleſſedne(ſe of epmoriality 
hereafter, ' * 


__ | 


L IR; I having been oken and 
o 


, much: ſolicited with variety 
>» and iteration of irong impor- 


tunity,to publiſh and 


into the eye of this cenforious 
world , theſe , the very firſt 
fruits and effaies of mine im- 

web popmenaepitbaſinele in the 
Miaiſterie;did apprehend and imbrace this ſeaſon 


withberttercorgeatment, and with more cheerctul- 
neſſe addreſſe and compoſermy ſelfe thereunto, be- 
cauſe I did ſee opportunity offered thereby, toler ap-' 
peare abroad. my: thankfull acknowle 

your 


me; vida pilblike ony of your worthy and cx- 
mos Nena teſtimony Eh? my y ow. 


y 'diſpeſing. chat of the Church's 


patrimony committed to your truſtand conſcience, | 
251 Az An ' 
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An affaire (though in theſe deſperately ſinfull rimes, | 
fearfully and accurſedly abuſed) of high and waigh- 
ty conſequence, and of great power; as it ſhall bee! 
\ diſcharged with conſcience, or corruption; either 
farther to ruine our church and bring it to more mi- 
[ſery and defolarion, or to repaire and aduance it to 
berrer ſtare, and more happinefle. For nine owne 
'particular,ithath fo pleaſed God to guide your heart 
| payee nc. P xanax | 
11 this buſineſſe, and to bleſle mee with his proui- 
| dence, that whereas too many Patrones now adayes, 
leicher by detaining facrilegiouſly Gods portion, a- 
 gainſt x Pars ot equity,both diuine and humane; 
'or by furniſhing Churcl-liuings ſimoniacally and 
corruptly, doe certainly pull vpon their owne heads, 
| ſoules and bodies,goods and poſterity, an heauic and 
* Yilami | horrible * curſe;and ſhall therby make their account, 
_—_ ro bee without fauour at the laſt day: and whereas 
bavezee | many worthie men(after they hane wearied and wa- 
ſpoyled me; ' ted their bodies and mindes, their _ and patri- 


But ye [iy . 
: opes with long 


whereia monie inſtudy;and worne out their 
have wit 'and tedious cxpeRation, purſuit and dependance) 
Ro come at length with much adoe,tono great matters; 
offerings. | and when all is done, it is well if they eſcape all gal- 
pam *54* ling andgaſh of conſcience, ſuch is Fog withed int- 
wwſe:fr quitieof the times! yer I ſay, ſo worthily haue you 
27 \dealr with mee, and fo vprightly in the Church's 
ibis whate | Cauſe, that vpon your owne firſt motion you ſent 
mation. | 000 600 accept the place I now: enjoy from you; 
Mal33.9. | 2nd offered me a faire, afree and comfortable paſ- 

age to the exerciſe ofmy Miniſtery abroad (which 
next vnto the ſfaluation of mine owne foule, I hold 
moſt. deare and pretious) when I neither ſoughtaf- 


ter, 


q——— 


—.. 


—___ 


F The Epiſile Deaicatorie, 


ter,nor thought vpon preferment.This your rare and 
ſingular bounty, didar the very firſt afte& mee with a 
ſecret ſenſe of an extraordinary obligation, for all in- 
ward affectionatneſle ; and with a deſire of repreſen- 
ting it in ſome viſible forme of outward teſtification. 
Bur when I did(after)further confider,firſt, how that 
Sacriledge and Simony,that damned couple of - x 
_—_ two rauenous Harpies, and the two inſa- 
tia 


ypon the Heart of our Church,ready to rend & teare 
in picces hervery heart-ſtrings, and to ſucke our the 
inmoſt blood, and laſt life of our deareſt Mother : 
when I looked aboue me in this famous Vntuerſiry, 
where I haue liued,and ſaw many reuerend and lear- 
ned men,ull of the light ofdiuine truth and of the 
- [watcrof life; able gloriouſly and comfortably to il- 

lighten many darke-places,& dry ſoules in this land; 
ready to expire and poure out their foules in the bo-: 
ſome of this their famous Nurſe; not brought vp by 
her to dy ather breaſts;but(ifthey might hauc honeſt 


le daughters of the Horl-leech, had feaz'd cuen | 


and lawfull paſſage) ready and addreſt ro enlarge 
Chriſts kingdome abroad, and to: oppoſe with all 
their power,againſt the bloody torrent of Popery, 
and rageof Antichriſt: Laſtly,when I weighed with 
my ſclte mine owne naturall declination & reſolued 
vnfienes,to make anoiſe & ſtir in the world for pre- 
ferment,l did find;thatas theſe cofiderations did be- 
fore giueſmall hopeof changing my ſtation ; ſo now 
they were of power yet further to double the: impreſ- 
{iS of your worthy &cxtraordinary goodnefle vnto 
me,& trethly to renew the thankfull deuotions & ap- 
prehenſions of mine heart.Qurof which hath ſprung] 

in 
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in me a thirſting cearneſtnes and contention of ſpirit, , 
to returne vnto you, for theſe temporall fauours ({o 
farre as the nature ofthat high Miniſteriall fun&tion, + 


| wherein I ſtand,ſhall om me;and thepower of my| 
poore ability can reach) the Bleflings of Heauen,and | 
comforts of a better world, To which end,Lhere pre- | 
ſent vnto you this Treatiſe;which I haue intended to, 
| be(ſo farreas my gracious God hath giuen me vnder- 
ſtandingim the point) as itwere a looking-Glaſſe or 
Touchſtone, to whomſocuer it ſhall pleaſe to take 
thorow notice thereof, for the diſcerning and trying, 
in ſome good meaſure,whether he already bee ofthe 
number ofthoſe few which truly liue the life of God, 
and vnder the: Scepter of his Sonne, or lic as 
yer enthralled in the inuifible chaines of damna-. 
tion and death , and vnder the large and power- 
full raigne of Satan. . ForT am cefinded; that in 
this glorious noone-tide of the Goſpell; many thou. 
ſands deceiuenor onely the world, and others, but 
cucn themſelues and their owne ſoules, 'abour their 
ſpiricuall tate : thinking, if they finde tn themſclues 
a freedome from groficandnororious ſinnes, faite- 
neſle of conditions, cmill honeſty, a formall profeſii- 
on of Chriftianity,outward performances of ary 
ous ſeruices, that then their caſe is good enough tor 
heauen; though there bee wanting the fauing po- 
wer of rpms ——— atound 
conuerſtor:z though: they bee ftrangers to the 
greatmyltery of Godlinefecand difbcqmined with 
a conſcionable 'and conſtant courſe. of Holineſle 
in their liues and adtions; *But- wee muſt eonceiue; 
| thatiquer and belides:xhcſ:degrees of goodneſle, 
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with which millions of men content and deceiue 
themſclues; yea,and quite beyond,and vtrerly with- 
out the compaſle of all worldly glory,al viſible pomp, 
the moſt admired greatneſſe and ſufficiency vpon 

carth,for which a great part of the world exchange 
_ [the —_— happineſſe of their ſoules; there is a 


paradiſe of Chriſtian comforts, a Royall Peculiar, a 
victorious Simplicity,aneglected Innocency, amar- | 
uellous Light,an inuiftble Kingdome,an Heauen vp-| 
onEarth; which I call the ſtate of Grace ; and labour 
in the enſuing Diſcourſe to difference from all perfe- | 
' ions and ſufficiencies attaincable in the ſtate of vn- | 
regeneration. I meddle not purpoſely with thenoto- 
[rious ſinner : for(me thinkes)in theſe daies of light, 
| there ſhould none fo wilfully and deepely inwrap 
| himſelfe in darknefſe; bur that in his cold blood,and 
| more ſober conſideration,will acknowledge and con- 
feſle, that the ſtare of notorious ſinfulneſle, is the ſtate 
of wretchednefle and of death, And that there is no 
hope for the Drunkard,the Swearer,the Lier, the V- 
ſurer,the Vncleane perſon,the Sabbath-breaker, the 
Sacrilegious, Simoniacall, and ſinners of ſuch infa- 
'mous ranke;buta fearefull looking-tor of iudgement, 
|and,withour repentance and forſaking their ſinnes, 
'aneternall ſeparation borh from all poſſibilitie of 
'grace, and ſound comfort in this lite; and fromthe 
| - ition of the ioyes and blefledneſle ofheauen here-| 
after.l therefore endeuour and deſire to come neerer 
andcloſerto mens conſciences;and to tell them, that 
out ofa conceit of their morall honeſty,and outward 
religiouſnefle, they may perfwade themſclues that} 
[they are rich and encreaſcd in ſpiritual ſtore, and! 
hauenced ofno more for the attainment of heauen ; 


B when 
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when in deede and trath,as concerning the power of 
ſauing grace and ſincere exerc iſe of oy arc 
wretched,and milcrable, and poore, and blind and 
[naked.” In thele luke-warme times, many there are, 
who with thefruites ofa temporary faith, and ſome 
lightofthe generall graces ofthe Spirir,makea faire 
| ſhew, and win good reputation tor their ſpirituall 
| {tate,both with their own hearts,and with the world | 
abroad;whento the cicofheauenly wiſdome, and in | 
truth,they are but onely Blazing-ſtarres, and earthly 
minded,not fixed in the ſame firmament with the | 
|Sunne of righteouſneſſe, nor of an heauenly ſtampe. | 
'And if they riſe not higher in their afteCtions and! 
conuerſation from earth and earthly vanities, when 
their rooteleſle graces ſhall bee withered and waſted 
| away,their fall will be ſudden and fearetull; and their 
fo rmer vaniſhing flaſhes of vaine hope for future hap- | 
pineſſe,will be turned into horror,andextremeſt mi- 
| {cries of deſpaire. Moſt behoofefull then is it for euc- | 
| 'ry man,in time,to ſearch and examine himſelfe,whe- 
[ther Chriſt leſus be in him or no. And it is one of the 
worthieſt & nobleſt imployments of the ſoule, to re- 
fle& vpon it ſelte; and with an vndazeled and rndiſ- 
ſembling eye thorowly totrie and deſcrie clearely it 
owne ſtate : whether it bee already waſhed with the 
blood of Chriſt,andenliued witha ſupernaturall vi- 

our and life of grace; or yet lic polluted in it owne 

lood,and vnder the power of the firſt death. I won- 
der how any man can be at reſtand quiet,vntill he be 
aſſured and ſecured in this point,ſith vpon it depends 
his euerlaſting eſtate in another world!Nay,ſith euen 
in this world,cuery vnregenerate man,let him bce 0- 
therwiſe neuer ſo great,or adored aboue others,neuer 


{o 
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ſo abſolute in all other excellencies and perfe&tions 
whatſocuer;yert being out of the ſtate of grace,isa ve- 
ry limbe of Satan, achild of darkneſfle, and one of 
the familieof Hell. The wrath and vengeance of God, 
all che fury of the kingdome of darkneſle, the rage of 
all che creatures(though he little thinke vpon it ) are | 
eucry houre ready and addreſt to ſeize vpon him, as a 
traitor and rebel to the higheſt Maicſty,and to drag 
him downe into the bottome of Hell. Whereas the 


[this vale of teares,& in theſe Tabernacles of clay.For 


ſtate of true Chriſtians, and Gods faithfull ones, is 


moſt comfortable and glorious euen in this life,in 


rheir comforts are notfading and earthly, ſpringing 
out of the ſinfull pleaſures and tranſitory glory of the 
world ; not faſtned vnto honours, greatneſle and pol- | 
ſcſhons z to the increaſe of Corne, and Wine, and | 
Oyle: bur they are of a right noble and heauenly tem- | 
per,framed andemplanted in the ſanCtified ſoule by , 
the Spirit of all comfort; and therefore euerlaſting 
and vnconquerable,able to keepe a man in heart and 
reſolution againſt the malice and crueltics of all ad- 
uerfaries; ofall creatures. They onely are truly and 

ſoundly perſwaded by the fweet and ſecret teſtimony 


of the Spirit,and by the euidence and experience of 
their owne holy lite;thar after the approching, and} 
'much longed-for period of a few and euill daies,they, 
ſhal raigne with God Almighty,the holy Angels and 
glorified Saints,in vnutterable and endlefle pleaſures 
tor euer and euer: and therefore cafily and reſolutely 
(with much indignation and contempt ) oucr-looke! 


and throw out of their hearts allworldly thoughtful- 
nes;all exceſſuc defires of carth and earthly vanities; 
all reſtlefſe aſpirations after tranſitory honours, _ 


B 2 noble 


_—_—_—_— 


| 


| 


3 
Oy ae 2 ACE AA AE AE. Art GOES EDS one, 


| C— o—— ———— | > — ww cy 


T be Epiſtle Ded:catine, | 


noble miſeri-s ofthis wretched life. They alone haue 
faſkned the cye of their minds,illightned from aboue 
withſauing faith,vpon rhe vnualuable pretiouſneſſe, 
and laſting beaury ot their immortall crownes in hea- 
uen;and therefore all the glittering and golden re- 
| preſentations, with which the flattering world hath 


[ 


formerly decciued and dazled their eyes, appeare to 


|be nothing butdarkenes and defolations. Their glo-! 
| 


ry(indeed)here vpon earth doth not conſiſt in our- | 
ward pompe and ſtate; it doth not ſhine to carnall 
cies, it is vndiſcernable to the ſharpeſt ſight of world. 
ly wifdome and policy : but inwardly and with ſpiri-' 
tuall fairenes,their dinine graces make them ſo truly 
honourable and louely, that ſomewhere in Scripture 
they are called ihe g/ory of God,and are as deare vnto 
himas the pretious ball and apple of his owne eye. 
They are in ſo high eſteeme and account with An- 
gels,that thoſe excellentcreatures with much ioy and 
alacrity become their Guardians, and ſeruiccable vn- | 
to them with extraordinary care and tendemes, All- 
the creatures groane, and defire to be deliuered into 
ad INC. : : 
their glorious liberty ; and in the meane time,with a 
ſecret and inſenſible reuerence, they adore the ſacred 
character of diuinity that is ſtampr vpon them. Althe 
Saints acknowledge them to be more excellent then 
theirneighbors,of the houſe-hold of God and heires 
of heauen. Nay,the wicked themſclues,many times, 
are confounded, and ſtand amazed at the height of 
ſpirit and reſolution that poſſeſſerh rheir hearts; and 
at the ſober and vndaunted maieſty that ſhines in 


their faces. This, and a thouſand times more then 
this, is the blisfull ſtate of Gods children euen in this 


life. Hewlſocuer they be neglected and trampled vp- 


LS 
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on by the world and wicked men ;yet in the tudge- | 
ment of God himſelt:,the bleſſed ſpirits, and all men | 
of true worth indeed,they are the onely Angels vpon 
carth, and the royall citizens of this kingdome of| 
Grace. The proſecution of this point would be com-! 
i fortable, bur ſo I ſhould be more tedious. No more; 
| bur this therefore art this time: Certaine it is,if a man 
were crowned with the royall ſtate, and imperiall 
command of all the kingdomes vpon earth; if his; 
heart wereenlarged to the vtmoſtof allcreated capa- | 
city, and filled with all the exquiſite and vnmixed 
leaſures,that the reach ofmortalitic, and moſt am-' 
bitious curioſitie could poſſibly deuiſe; and might 
(without interruption and diftaſt) enioy them the | 
length of the worlds duration, they were all nothing 
to the enioyment of the pretious and peereles com-' 
forts of the ſtate of Grace, but even for an houre. I 
ſpeake the truth, vſe no Hyperbole,the Spirit of all 
comfort,and conſciences of all true Chriſtians bea- 
ring me witneſſe. Good Sir,let me humbly cntreate 
you with a proportionable zeale and feruency, to cn-! 
cline and enlarge your affections to the purſuit and 
practice of ſo excellent and glorious an happines. 
Which that you may doe,I will continually pro- | 
ſtrate and poure out my ſoule in prayer,be- 
fore the throne of Grace and mer- 


| 


Your Worſhips to be comman- 


ded cuer inthe Lord Ieſus, 


Robert Bolton, 
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S Hriflian : Thus Diſcourſe, which 
ay wow lands ſo cloſe together, was 
delinered in fine ſentrall Sermons, 
bnt all 10 a moſt indiciens and in- | 
telljgent Auditory, therefore there. 
is a continuance of matter, cohe- 
rence, and ſlile. 1 muſt entreate 
| thee,ont of thine ingenuows diſcre- | 
 tion,to diſtinguiſh the places where they were preach, as 
| thou ſhalt find the direction of my ſpeech,and ſome particu- 
p | a | lar applications more naturally anal neceſſarily with indiui- 
; 


| dnall reference appropriated thereunts. T he reaſons why 1 
*. ſpent the moſt of my meditations, and flicke ſo long in de. 
”" | ſcrying and decyphering the ſtate of formall bypocriſie (for | 


. therein 1 kant trod a ſomthing vncouth and wnuſuall path) 
| | aretheſe: 
| 


' Firſt, I conſidered 1hat in thus full light of the Goſpel, M 
great number of men applaud and content themſelnes with 
| a {uper ficiall gliſlring of a formal profe(ion, outward con- 
' formitie 10 the Miniſterie of the word, and ſome falſe 
| | flaſhes of an vnſonnd perſwaſi-n that thry are in the ready 
| and right way io heanen, when as indeed it hath not in- 
waraly illizhtned their underſiandings with ſaving know- 
| | leaze, heated their affections with true Feale, ſubaned their 

| ſinful 


| tothe Reader. "I 
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 ſinfull theughts,and noiſome luſts with the power of grace, 
nor ſoftned and ſantified their hearts 10 yeeld a chearefull, | 
| ſincere, and wninerſall obedience thereunto. And ſo after a 
few miſerable daies ſpent in a proſperous ſecaritie, they fall 
into the iawes of hell, before they miſtruſt any ſuch matter ,| F, 
and the pit of deſl1 ution ſhuts her mouth wpon them, be-' 1 
fore they know and acknowledge their broken and bankerupt 
fate in ſpirituall things. 1 therefore deſire and endeuour 
to awake tbemn ont of their golden dreame of imaginarie ſu- 
ture happineſſe ; that with open eyes they may ſee their pre-| 
ſent ſpiritual pouertie, and ſo betimes preuent the anger 
wcome. 7hope in the Lord, and wiſh heartily,that by a 
 diſpaſiionate and thorow peruſall of this Treatiſe, they may 
' take ſome ſcantling of their owne eſtate with God , and en- 
| Iring a ſerions and impartiall ſearch and examination of | 
their conſciences, diſcouer and reutale themſelues unto ; 
themſelues , andſo,if they belong wnio the enerlaſting co- { 
- 


wenant of grace, flep forward into the ſtate of grace,the pa- 
radiſe of trae Chriſtianitie, and prattice of holineſſe ; that 
| their deare and pretious ſoules may bee ſaued in the day of 

the Lord leſus. ; 
| Secondly , I did conceive, that there i @ threefold bl 


| cord, three maine and capita! cauſes , that wiclentlie 
han downe wpon vs from Heauen many both corporal! 
and ſirituall plagues ; and binde them fa# to the bow- 
els,and principal! parts of this Kingdome; and doe dai- 
lie more and more ripen the init wrath of God, for the 
pouring out of his lat vengeence wpon this ſinfull Na- 
tion. T hey are theſe : Firſt, the ouerflowing torrent and 
| vnbrialed rage of many crying ſinnes, fear:full abon-- 
nations, and deſprrate prephaneneſſe. Secondly, a ſen- 
ſeble declination from their firii lone , and decay of 
Jealt,, exe in Chriftians, Thirdlie, 4 luke-warme- 
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veſſe and want of thorowneſſe and ſincerity in formall pro- 


| 
eſſors. = 
CA for the firſl : By our horrible ſinnes and hatefut, 
wmgratiiude for mercies without meaſure, and miraculous 
delintrances, wee grow [0 heanie vpon the Lord, that wee 
[preſſe him,and the bowels of his tendereſt compaſcions,as a 
cart is preſſed that is full of ſheaues, ſo that it is impoſ- 
ible, bat that ſhortly, (without great humiliation and ge- 
\merall repentance) we ſhould wreſt out of his hands the vi- 
als of his laſt wrath, and force him to come againit vi with 
the beeſome of viter deſolatiown. It is 16 be feared ( ſo grie- 
wous and endleſſe u the impitty and impenitencie of this 
land) that bu forbearance in the meane time, is not {or 4- 
y bope be hath of vs ( for what good bath a durable and. 
extraordinary plague done pon vs? ) but onely by reaſon | 
of the craell and implacable inſolencie of our enemies , be-. 
cauſe he is loth to make v5 a prey to the wolues of Rome, and. 
matter of triumph to ſuch a mercileſſe and murtherons ge- 
rates Who knowes, but that the Match had reached. 
vnto the Powder, had not the Lord ( ont of the bottom-| 
keſſe depth of his unlimited mercies) laid hold wpon his 
owne argument? Deut. 32.26.27. Thaue ſaid, Iwould 
ſcatter them abroad, I would make their remem- 
brance to ceaſe from amongſt men; ſaue that I feared 
the fury ofthe enemy, leſt their aduerſaries ſhould 
wax proud. Le# his and our aduer aries, (thoſe breathing 
dinels the Gun-powder Papiſts ) ſhowla too proudly andbar.. 
barooſly haut inſulted in the ruines of his people, and the 
ban t of his glorious Goſpel. T he Loyd gine vs wn- 
derſtending hearts to conſider theſe things in time, left hee 
come vpn v5 with his wrath, never more to bee appeaſed, 
and icare vs in pieces, whes there is none to helpe. May 
C any 
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any man driue away an hungry Lion in the wood ? 
Or quench the fire in ſtubble, when ir hath once be.. 
| gun to burne? may oneturne againe the arrow that | 
i5 ſhotof a ſtrong archer ? If the Lord once whet his 
elttering iword, and his hand take hold on indgement, | 
with purpeſe to root out a ſinfull and rebellious nation , 
| there 8 no power or policy, no multitade of men, or magnifi- | 
| cerſe of State, no armour of the mighty, or arme of fiejh, | 
| ſhall ener be able to gine any ſuccour, reliefe, or deline- | 
range. | 
Concerning the ſecond : Certaine it is, that our bleſ” 
ings of peace, and ſtrength of Sate, breed (by accident) | 
much abatement of forwardneſſe, and zeale jm godlineſſe, 
ſccret indeuotion,and coldneſſe enen in mary true profeſ- | 
ſors, careleſneſſe in obſeruing their waies , wearineſſe and 
vncheerfulneſſe in doing good, and performing holy da- 
ties, unpreparedneſſe in comming to ainine ſernices, reltgi- 
ous exerciſes,aud the Lords T able , ſleightneſſe and vnpro- 
itableneſſe in prayer meditation, Chriitian conference and 
diily examination of their conſciences, neglect of opportu- 
nity in winning their brethren vnto the feare of God, and 
of working vpon, aud prenailing with their kindred, ac- 
quaintazce, familiars and families, Thus wickedly and 
vnthankfally turne we the mercies of God into occaſions of 
{inne, and ſuffer our temporall happineſſe to wa#t and con- 
ſame our ſpiritual! bleſings. And the more we are ſecured 
in our outward ſtate, the more heartleſſe we are in the ſer- 
wice of God,and the affaires of the life to come. But let vs 
looke 410 it : for as the louder and crying ſinnes of this 
land are the great and ſtrong cart-ropes ; ſo undoubtedly, 
theſe (a5 leſſer coras) hae their part and ſome power in 
drawing vpon vs heauie indgements, and in preparing 

further | 


' 


= 


| to the Reader. 


further Vengeance, except we amend, and returne to 0ur 
firſt loue. Would to God,that we would keepe freſh in our 


. | mindes but this one conſideration : That the ſame God, 


which(againſt the expettation both of heauen and earth, 
of Rome and hell, of dinels and Papiſts) turned our feaves 
and amazements at the death of that glorious Saint, the 
late Ducene, into ſafety, and a ſure ſoundition, by. the 
moſt happie ſucceſſion of our gracious Soutraign?, and 
he Royal ſeede , cars ( out of his init magement for our 
vnthankfalne(ſſe and ſtcuritie, in the very turning of an 
hand and cloſing of an eye ) daſh all our hopes , and ſhut 
vp the whole Body of this flouriſhing Kingdome in the 
pit of irreconerable deftruttion. 1t had. beene done, had 
Faux firedthe Powder : and who knowes twhat thoſe ba. 
ſie and bloodie heads are -enen new hammering in the 


ſame kind ? "Beſides theſe two now mentioned, there is 


another capitall cauſe of Gods beanie diſpleaſure , which 
though it make no great noiſe, nor bee much taken notice 
of pon earth, yet it is much loathed of God Almighty, 
and cries loud in heanen for vengeance wpon ws : It is a 
luke-warmeneſſe , and vp;ealouſneſſe ;a cold and careleſſe 
mediocrity in ſpiritual matters, and ( 4s it were) a neu- 
trality betwixt notorious ſinfulneſſe and ſauing ſincerity. 
When men ( perhaps) with diligence, willmgneſſe and for- 
wardnes ſubmit themſelues to the hearing of the word; but 
|ſuborainate the power and prattice thereof to their eaſe, 
honours, and woridly contentments : When they will needs 


hold an outward correſpondence with the world, and yet 
inwardly maintains and nouriſh hope of ſalaation in 
\themſelues : When they firaine their wits, and ſtriue to par- 
take both of the comfortable fauour of God, and corrupt 
faſhions of the times, both of the pleaſares of their 
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ſweet ſinne,ond the ſmeetweſſe of the trae peace of ronſct- 


ence, which are as incurrem 4s two parallel lines, and as 
incompatible as light and darkneſſe. T heſe men then 


moderateſpirits,and of 4 ſtayed temper in religion; and(in 
their onne conceits)rich and enriched, and want ng 
thing; yet iwdred they are meere ſlarnclings, and flarke. 
beggers in reſpett of the tre riches, and laſting treaſures of 
| ſautng grace;and in the very caſe of thoſe ( except in the 
| mean time they buy of him gold, garments, and oyle)! 
| which ſhall nener ſee Chriſt leſus in his Kingdome to their 
comfort: for Amen,the faithfull and true witneſſe hath 
| vowed it, that he will ſpur ſach out of his month ; and wi-' 
' ſbeth machriattr that they were key-cold,then ſuch formal 
' Chriſtians : His ſpeech imports thus much + 1 had rather 


tale, Now my chiefe and ſpecial aim is(with all bumble 
\ ſabmiff.on to better indgemnents, and the cenſare of the Pro- 
\phers)to lay opens the flate of theſe men;becanſe (beſides their 
fearfull dectining of their ewne foutes, and particalar cer- 
taine damnation.if they ſo continue) they mightily incenſe 
the Lords wrath againſt this land, with an inſenſtble and 
vnacknowledged pronocation, and mainly haJard the con- 
 tinnance of his glorious Goſpell among # vs. It is common- | 
ly concerned indeed, both of themſelues, and of the world , | 
that if they be morally honeſt, and outwardly conformable 
to the miniſtery of 1he word , ſo that they bee hnrileſſe, and. 
innocent in reſpett of humane inftice , that they ave alſo (1 
know not how) harmleſſe and guiltleſſe before the Tribu 


is highly eſtcemed among men, is abomination in 
the fight of God: {nd God himſeife by Ihaiah, _ 


his 
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(in the worlds opinion) they be of cinill honeſt carriage, of 
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wales our wales. For EY ſtate of luke-warme.. 
neſſe,and formalitie in religion howſetuer it may be full of 
| worldly applauſe and happineſſe,and beare away the bull vp- | 
| earth , et it is as burthenſorme and hatefull unto God, | 
| 45 luke-warme water,or the moſt lothſome potion to the ni. 
ceſl lomacke : and doth with a more naturall importemitie, 
then 6ther (innes, knocks 48 the gates of dinive inflice, fer | 
the remonzall of our candlefticke, and the glovie of his Gof- | 
pell from amongſt v5, All kinds of ſinnes according 10 their 
nature ,neaſmre and ripeneſſe baue proportionally a part and 
hand in drawing downe all manner of plagues vyon the 

ſonnes of men : but this hath a peculiar and predominant | 
powrr,in haſlening that particular and greateſt of all indge- 
ments ,the famine of the VVord. For God cannot endare | 
withoat ſpeciali indignation, that his Word, which is his | 
power no ſaluation, fhynld receine ſuch limitation and 
preſeriprion from mens wiſdome, that it ſhould worke no 
further pon them, nor beges more change and holineſſe, 


' | then may conſiſt with the enioyment of their worldly cov-| 


| tentments reputation and the pleaſures of their beloned ſim. | 
| He cannot abide that men (diſcontented with the ſirartnes 
| of the gate of grace, and impatient of a firiti comrſe of godhi- | 
eſſe) ſhould labour to find ont, and follow another way to | 
' heanen,then that which is ſantified by bis word and which 
| hath and muſt be troden by all thoſe that will ener ſee the 
| Lord. Knowledge and profeſiov of Gods trath, without 
| /antTific ation and zeale, are but meenesin the meane time | 
10 put 0u1 the glory of 1[rael, and will hereafter but encreaſe | 
the number of firipes, and adde weight vuto endieſſe tor- | 
ment. In the name of God therefore let all luke-warme and. 


| formal Chriſtians be comtented 10 take notice of their fate | 
C 3 and. 
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and before the Sunne goe downe oxer the Prophers, ſuffer 
their hearts to be 1horowly heated with true Jeale, and be-! 
| ſides their outward reformation,and generall lightnings of 
' the Spirit, to entertaine that ſp. cial ſaning and ſantifying 
grace, which onely can (ane their ſoules, and prepare them 
| for the glory that 10 be reuealed : Leſt now at length (for | 
| he bath borne with vs.miraculouſly) our tuſl God canſe our | Ws.” 

Sunne to goe downe at noone, and darkeneſle to ſur-! ow 
prize vs in the cleare day: Left be root ws out of this good y. 
land, as 4 fruithſſe nation; turne vs out of our houſes 8 | 
peace, « the unworthieſt,and umhankefulleft people under 
beanen ; andlet outhis vineyard to other husband- 
men.which will deliver him the fruites in their ſea- 
ſons. And the more ſecure and feareleſſe we be(as we were 
nener more) , the more ſudden & inenitable « like to be our 
ſarprizall and deſiruction. For 4s Gods mercies are then 
moſt magnified, when they reliene the extremeſt miſerie, 
and ſhine into the depth of diſcomfort and darkenes , when | 
all other helpe is vtterly deſpaired of : ſo his indgements are | F 
moſt glorious when they ſtrike at the height and top of pride 'Þ 
and impenitencie, while they thinke themſelues moſt (ure, F-. 
and with greateſt confidence repoſe pon the arme of fleſh, $ 
and pokcie of man. 

The third reaſon and motine, why I inſiſt ſo long in the] * | 
point of formal! hypocriſie was taken from the condition of : i 
mine Auduors , who being of deepeſt underſlanding,are b 
naturally apteſt and ſirongliefl tempted,to miſtake and 1n- I: 
dernalne the myſterie of godlineſſe,and to deceine their own 
| ſonles in the high point of ſaluation. For men of greateſt 
nobleneſſe and pregnancie of ſpirit, of moſt rich and vni. | 
werſall endowments of minde, without the power of grace, 
and a ſanitified humilutie (the faireſt branch ſpringing 


Wi | thence, 


LD 


tothe Reader, 


thence,and the true crowne o/ Chriſt :anitie) are readieſt to 
| make an ldoll of their great ſuſfictencie, with 4 diſdainefull 
preiudice to paſſe by the ſimplicitie of the Saints, aud out of 
_ | a flatteriog conceit of their owne hearts, 10 thinke their ſþt- 
rituall ſlate 4s good as the beſt, and moſt bleſſed from God, 
when as yet they hane no part in the firſt reſurreftion, For 
when they find themſelues farre aboue others in all other ex- 
cellencies, and whatſoeuer remarkeable worth the world 
takes ſpeciall notice of ; they conceine alſo, that in a propor- 
tionable congruitie(as indced it ſhould be), they are inferi- 
| | our to none in thoſe ſacred apprehenſions of heanen, and 
taſte of eternall life, V pon this conſideration,1 was bold,out 
of a Chriſtian iealonſie, 10 treate on thiargument, being 
perſwaded of their great wiſdome and gracious humility 
| to liſten to any heavenly meſſage, which might 
. either diſcouer or prenent ſpiri- 
inal danger. 


T bine in Chriſt leſus, 
Robert Bolton, 
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P$SALM.L 
I. Bleſſed is the man,that doth not walke in the connſell of 
the wicked,nor ſtand in the way of ſiuners, nor fit m the 
ſeat of the ſcornful. 
2. Bat his delight i mm the Law of the Lord,and in his Law 
doth he modi 


ate day and night, 


the meanes, then to ſe vnto 
him an end, wherein as fengrh his 
heart may repoſe; as in a concur- 
rence of all comforts and content- 
£2 ments. To which, there is no poſ- 
ſibility of attainmene, but by pure- 
neſſe of heart, holineſſe of life, conftancie in courſe of ſan- 
Rification, which onely leadevnto the face, andpreſence of 
God;where,and with whomalone is the higheſt perfetion 
of bliſſe,a riuer of infinitepleaſures, the well of life, and etid- 
lefle reſt of all created deſires. For the capacitie of mans 
ſoule cannor poſſibly bee filled with the ſufficiencie of an 
creature ; no 9 world of creatures : tor they are 
nothing to the worth of a mans ſoule; Chriſt himfelfc hauing 
preferred it in valuation, What ſbailit profit 4 — 
D 
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M1t.16.26 | ſhould win the whole world, if bee looſe his ewne ſoule? And 
| therefore can neuer be free frommorion and vexation : vnrtill 


 obieQ,infinire, as well in excellency of nature, as duration 
of time. Bleſſed then was .the wiledome of the difpoſer of 
theſe heauen!y longs of Daxrd; whether it was himlelfe, or 


it reach ynto(cither in certaine. hope, or aCtuall fruition) an| * 


Ezra, or whomſoeuer, in that hee prefixed this excellent 


' compriſed a matchleſſe happineſle, whereby the godly man, 
Pſal.92.x2, may cuen in this life louriſh /ike a Palme tree, and grow like 

ia Cedar in Lebanon; refreſhed continually with rivers of 

ioyes,and comforts,ſhcd into his heart by the ſpirit of God : 
Fal.12g.1, and = Rand like mount Zion,vn-aſtoniſhed and vnremo- 

ued,ar that great and fearefull day ; when the wicked ſhall 

call for the mountaines to couer them, and wiſh they had ne-' 
uer bin.What ingenuous mind would not bee inflamed with 
zeale,totheproſecutivn of thoſe meanes, which leade vnto 
| an end as full of happineſſe,as the Sunne'is full of light, and 
the Sea of waters? What heart not poſleſſed with an iron fi- 
{ new,would not thirſt, and long after ſound and yndifſem- 
bled fincerity ; euenas the Hart brayerh after theriuers of 
water, andjas the dry pounngapen for drops of raine ? fith 
by it alone we purchaſe, and put on/an vneonquerable reſo- 
lution,ifluing from an aſſurance of being in Chriſt, and from 
the eerneſſe ofa.good conſcience : whereby we may walke 
Pro.18.1. ' eucn 4s bold as Liows,thorow this valley of teares, amid the 
mercileſſe'vexations ofprophane men ; riay, wee may Walke 
Pla.9 1.13 | ypow the Lion and Aſpe,the young Lion axd the Dragon wee 
may tread wnderfeete; and hereafter be ſure to bee fatisfied 
with the fulnes of ioy in the preſence of God, and with plea- 


Plalme,as a prefaceto all the reſt ; wherein is pcs and ' 
t 


| 


ſures ar his right hand for euermore. 
This happieman is here deſcribed ynto-ys by many argu- 
ments. | 
I Firſt are laid downe' his markes and properties, negatiue, 
and affirmariue,in the two firſt yerſes. | 
'Secondly,his happinefle is liuely ſer out by a fimilitude, in 


| 


thethird verſe. 
| Illuſtrated | 


dos 
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Illuſtrated by an oppoſition of the miſeric, and vnhappic 
condition of the wicked,in the fourth and fifth verſes. 

|  Concluded with the cauſes of them both, to wit, of the 
happineſſe of the godly,and vengeance vponthe wicked, in 
the laſt verſe. ' 

Thenegariue properties in the firſt verſe are three: Hee 
dath not watke in the connſeliof the wicked ; He doth not ſtand 
in the way of ſruners; He doth not ſit inthe ſeat of the ſcornfull; 
amplified with threefold -gtadationin theperſons, ations, 
ws obicCts of the ations. The gradation inthe perſons, the 


wickgd, ſinners, and ſcerreſull, implies all forrs of: vngodly. 


men. The gradation in the aQtions, walke, /and,-ant fr, all 
'manner of corninerce, and correſpondence with theme The 
'gradation in theobicAsthetomr/el,winy, andſeare,; albkind 
of iniquitie; iniward ves RA Nee impieries.- The 
whole verſe laboureth with an empharicall exaggeration,-to 
ſet downe his bleſſed forbearance'of ſine, 

I INEn. | - 62 = COONS 
The ſecond 'yerſe containing his employttetit in pieti 
ſeemeth to anſwere in oppoſe, the three negatiues, wich 
three affirmatiues. His /gbting in the Law of the Lord, 'is 
oppoſed to the counſel of the wicthed. His meditation, and 
exerciſcintbe Law, to the way of ſinners, Day and night: 
thereis bis conſtancie and habir, oppoſed to the ſear of the 

ſcornefull, . 

7 then, let the prophane and flattering world ſay what 
it A ſenſuall, and enſanRified oe fwd e nikey lit, 
That man, and thavmanaloneis eruly,and euertaſingly hap- 
py: That watheth nor in the counſel of the wicked;thatis, thar 


communica- 


3, 4 © 


doth nor delightin their vaine imaginations, ſinfull affeQi- 


and ſwelling thoughts; which conceive miſchiefe, and bring 
forth a liezchaffe, and bringforth-ſtuble zthe wind,and bring 
forth the whirlewind, Thart:dothnotpartake with their im- 
potent ſions;vnhallowed policies; their exorbitant, and 
indirect ptoieQts, for their. pleaſures, honours, and profits, 
| 


Whoſeſoule deſircsnotto.come_ imp the ſecret of their cru-| 
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ons;luſtfull defires, ſpeculative 'wantonnefſe. In their proud! 
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ell conſultations, and malicious deſignements. In a word, 
whoſe heart hateth, and abominateth all yenome of inward 
|pollution,that hath either fountaine or ſeat in any power of 
the ſoule. 

That /andeth not in the way of ſinners : That is,that brea- 
keth not into open prophaneneſle; that imitatech not their 
a&tions,and conuerſation. Whoſe mouth is not full of bitter- 
neſſeand lying; whole lips are not infected with the poy- 
ſon of Aſpes; whoſe hands are not full of bribes, andfal - 
hood; whole feete arenot ſwift,to run after miſchicfe,yanity, 
and lewd companions. 

That ftteth not in the ſeate of the ſcornefwll, That is, that 
confineth not himſelfe to the chaire of iniquitie; that con- 
firmeth not himſelfe in his malice and hardneſſe of heart; 
that doth not make amocke of ſinne, and icft with the ſa- 
cred word of God; that doth not dire the pn 
rowes of a ſpitefull tongue,cuen at the apple of owne 


doth not darethe higheſt maieſtic ofthe Almighty,to whet 
his glittering (word,and take hold on judgement; G put on 
his habergeon of righteouſneſſe, and the.garments of yen- 
geance for clothing : ſaying; as itis Ilai.5.19. Let biw make 
ſpeed : let him haſten his warke;that we may ſoe it : and let the 
connſeliof the holy one of 1{r ael draw neers,and come, that we 
way know it, | 

Thus farre his forbearance of ſinfull ations. Now followes 
his praRtice in ations ofpiety. | 

But his delight it mthe Luew of the: Lord:thatis, the whole 
doctrine diuinely inſpirediis thevery:ioy of his hart, :and de- 
light of his ſoule. It is ſweeter ynto-him then horiy, and the 
hony combe:lt is morepretious ynto-him then gold, yea then 
much fine gold.It is more worth ynto him,then heauen, and 
earth. And whenthe heart'is once enkindled with love, there 
the imagination imbracech with -dearcſt-apprehenfion; the 
thoughts ate impatient of any other obiect; all the 


of the ſoule are-vnitedin a Rtrong endeuour for the attaine- 
| ment, The whole rind aaulk bee with medits- | 
18 - (3 i 


t10Nn, 


| 
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eye,his deareſt Saints and ſeruants. That, with the ſcorner, | 
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tion. Ifhe delight in the Law of the Lord, hee muſt needes 
meditate therein. And this feruency of the heart,cannot poſ- 
Gbly be incloſed wirhin the compaſle of the breſt: it will 
ſpread it {elfe in ſpeech and ations, As isplaine,Pal.37.30, 
The month of the righteous will ſpeale of w-.(dome, and buy 
| tongue will talkg of indgement, The reaſon followes, For the 
Law of his God is in bis heart, And Plalm. 119. 167. Ay 
ſoule hath kept thy teſtimonies : for I lone thews exceedingly, 
And this loue,delight, meditation, and exerciſe inthe Law 
- | of God, of this happy man, is not as a morning cloud, and 
as the ma ore the Sunne*: bur like the light of 
the Sun,that ſhinerh more and more,ynto the perfe&t day. Ir 


| But giue me leaue, I beſcech you,beforc Iproceed to the 


: ynto you this generall Doctrine, 
which hath his from the body of the Pſalme,and 

| the maine ſcope of the Spirit of God. 

| There isinthe booke of God propoſed and offered vnto 

' vs anhappineſl ing in oppoſition to all the vaine- feli- 

| cities, which ancient Philoſophers deuiſed our of their deepe 


| — or prophane menframe outof their corruptaf- 
| 


Qtions : not.co irfpleaſures, riches, honours, great- 
'neſſe;in ciuil honeſty, formall hypoctifie; orthe whake poſ- | 
fbiliric ofnature : burinſupernaturall grace,and the. bleſſed. 
conſequents. | enlig! 

| The whole booke of Eccleſiaſtes, Salomons ſacred retra- 
Gations,isa large and ſound demonſtration of this DoQine. 
I atop oh. Gt Up-PI ing,that euerſwai- 
ter ypon earth; waspredecefſor in the royall | 
lineymotheSonne of God ; and ſo matchlefle for nobihrie, 
Or = 0% TI Hewas King of Te- | 
refalemg genowelighcpetolintihany, = 
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the ioy of the whole earth. Hee gaue filuer as ſtones; and 
gauc Cedars as the wild fig-trees, that grow abundantly in 

| the plaine, He built him houſes, and planted Vineyards. Hee 
| rouided him men-ſingers, and women-fingers; and the de- 
lights of the ſonnes of men. Whatſoeuer his eyes defired, hee 
with-held it not from them : and with-drew not his heart 
from any ioy. For wiſedome, and vnderſtanding, hee had a 
large heart,cuenas the {and,that is on the ſea ſhore. In ſpe- 
culatiue knowledge, hee. excelled the wiſedome of all the 
children of the Eaſt; and all the wiſedome of Egypt. Hee 
was able to diſcourſe from the Cedar tree that is in Leba- 
non, cuen-ynto the Hyſope that ſpringeth out of the wall. 
In wifedome of policie and gouernement, there was none 
like vnto him before him, neither after him ſhall ariſe the 
like vnto him. So that Salomon was the moſt fir, and abſo- 
lute man that euer liued, both for abilitic in vnderſtanding, 
abundance in poſſeſſion , and defire in ſearching to _ 
an exact meaſure, and the ytmoſt extent, of the worth and 
ſufficiencie of all creatures : and to-raiſe fromthem the beſt 
contentments they could poſſibly afford. Yerwhen hee had 
wearicd himlelfe in the yariety of paſſages ofthis life; and 
linthe booke of Eccleſiaftes becomes a publike penitentia- 
rie to the whole Church,and to all poſteritic; ſec his iudge- 
{ ment: he veterly diſauowes and difclaimes them all, as mi- 
| ſerable comforters,as meere ſhadowes and dreames; where- 
in there is no. more matter of ſound comfort, then there is 
light in the greateſt darkeneſſe, or taſte in the white of an 
Eccleſ. 2.2. egg: Hee ſaies of lavghbter,thow art mad; and of ion, what is 
f — _ _ And whereas a4 06g. ns know- 
ledge, are the incomparable treaſures this cranſitorie 
Eccl. 1.18. n_ hath:he ſaith,that #» the mn/tiinde of wiſcdome 1 nonch 
erieſe : aud be that increaſeth knowledge, mcreaſeth:forrow. 

Andof theſe,and all other things vnder theSunne; yea, and . 
eta pc of allcreared natures;were an additionof ten | 
tho excellencies,; that neuer ithan- ſaw 'or :enioyed ; k 


hee hadpronouncell of them all, in of true happi-- 1 
; nefle, and diuided froin ve gas anlare of Goh | 
-NF re ( ified 


| 


| (which burneth farre hotter, and more. yaquenchably, then 


4 Diſcomſe of irue happineſſe. : | 


lanCtified heart; that they are all yanity.And if he had ſtayed 
there,it had been well ; that argues but a paſſiue imperfecti- 
on,anda weakneſle of beingin the things themſclues ; bur | 
they are yexation of ſpirit, Nothing in themſelues, yer full 
of power and aQiiuitie to inflict vengeance, and vexation | 
yponthe ſpirit of aman. The ſpirit of a man being ſound in | 

cerity, and ſeconded with a good conſcience, is-able to 
beare out his infirmities, and all the miſeries incident to his 
nature: It is able to paſſe by, with a reſolute and contented 
patience, the. lying imputations of the prophaneſt malice : | 
Ir isable,by he grace of God, to encounter-with the terrors 
of death, and the fearfulneſſe of the graue : yea, to endure 
with a gratious, humilicy,euen the lo of God and An- 
gels at that great day. But a wounded, and an afflicted ſpi- 
rit who can beare? If the eye bee darke, how great is that 
darknefſe? If the ſpirit ofaman,which ſhould retreſh allthe 
faculties of the- ſoule with comfortable cheerfulneſſe, and 
fill the whole body with a liuely vigour, bee it ſelfe woun- 
ded with vexation and terrour ; how comfortleſfe is that 
man? If his ſtrength were the ſtrength of ones, and his 
fleſh of brafſe; yet would the torment of a bitter afflicted 
ſoule grinde him. to. powder; and melr as the dew before 
the Sunne, whatſoeuer hee accounteth ſtrongeſt, and moſt 
powerfull to relieue his heauineſſe; it would turne all his 
choiſeſt and deareſt pleaſures into wormewood and bitrer- 
neſſe. And this vexation, with which riches, honours, or 
what other vanity defireable in this life doth afflift the vn- 
regenerate heart, is twofold : In the very purſuit of them, is 
much anguiſh, . grieuances, feares, icalowſics, diſgra- 
ces, interruptions,diſcontentments. But after the vnſanti- 
fied enioying of them; followes the ſting of conſcience, that 
will everlaſtingly vexe the ſoule; which is the very carneft 
of the fire of hell ; by which aman doth expect with vncon- 
ceiucable horror, the conſummation. of the wrath of God, 


any; fire, though augmented with infigite rivers of brim- | 


Gone) to bee poured ypon his body and ſoule for cucrmore, 
| | in| 


—— 
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happineſſe in theſe vexations? Wherefore Salomon hauing 
proued the negatiue part of my doftrine, concludes the po- 
fitiue in the laf chapter : That to feare God, withreuerent 
regard to keepe his commandements, is the onely way to 
be poſleſt of true happineſle;to finde peace of conſcience,and 
aſſurance of the fauour of God. For let a man, while hee will, 
inthis world of yanitie,either ſport himſelfe in the ſoft and 
greene way of fading pleaſures ; or pleaſe himſelfe in the 

lorious miſeries of honours and high places; or tire him- 
[Fein the toyles of inſatiable greedineſſe; or braue it in 
his oathes, blaſphemies, and ſtrength of pouring-in ſtrong 
drinke; or _ the fearefull and deſperate path of con- 
tempt of the power of —_—_— truth of God, and fince- 
rity of his Saints : all the while, when he is at the beſt, hee is 
but as the raging ſea, that cannot reſt. For ſo [ſaiah com- 
pares the wicked, Ch +57. 20. The ſea, you know; is not 
onely many times tofſed,and rumbled vp and downe with 
windes and tempeſts ; but euer inwardly diſquieted, cuen 
with her owne motions, cafting yp continually mire and 
dirt ypon the ſhore, and breaking into foame. her proudeſt 
waues againſt the rockes: Euen fo the heart of that man, 
which hath repoſed his affeCions ypon the glory of this life, 
is not onely many times diſquieted and caſt downe with 
outward crofles and occurrents; as with lofle of friends, dif- 
countenance of great Ones, diſappointment of his hopes 
and preferments ; with wron railings, and difgraces; 
with looking yponthe day of his death, and vengeance yp- 
on the wicked; with all diſturbers of his ſecurity in his plea- 
ſures and dignities : bur is alſo, beſides the reſtlefſe torture 
of his conſcience, cuer from within, foaming out hisowne 
ſhame; the diſhonour of God, and the vexation of his bre- 
chren,Bur it is not ſo with himrhat holds the feare of God 


for his ſureſt ſanQtuariezthar hath reſolued to _ vp him- 
{elfein holy obedienceto the will of God. His heart is like 
the _ part of the world, which-is"euerfull of ſerenitie, 


bled 


 conſtancy;and brightneſſe; be theaire below, neuer ſo trou- 


q 
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in the world to come, How then poſſibly can there bee any | 
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bled with Rormes and thunders ; or the earth with commo- 
tions and tumults, For ler there be about him the deuou- 
ring ſword of the Tyrant, the conſuming flames of perſecu- 
tion,the keene razors of lying tongues, the mourhes of Li- 
ons, the cruell combinations of his enemies; nay, let the 
earth be moued, and let the mountaines fall into the middeſt 
of the ſea : yet his heart is ioyfull, patient, reſoluge, and con-| 
| tented, | 

But to deſcend more ſpecially to the particulars ofthe ne- 
gatiue part of my Doctrine : let mee adde to the _ an 
ſtrong reaſons of the ancient Philoſophers, and late School- 
men (againſt pleaſures, riches, and honours) theſe three; 
which will for euer vtterly diſable them for claiming any 
ſhew of intereſt in mans happineſle. . 

Firſt; they cannogpoſſibly fill the vnlimited defire of the 
ſoule.For.although . 24 treaſures, the greatneſle, the delights 
of all men living, were in the preſent poſſeſſion of one: yer | 
ſomewhat beſides, and aboue all this, there would till bee 
ſought,and earneſtly thirſted for. Nay, it is certaine, if one 
man were not onely crowned with the ſoueraignty of all 
the Kingdores of the carth, bur beſides, were made com- 
mander of themotions of the Sunne, and the glory of the 
ſarres ; yet thereſtleſle eye of his ynſatisfied vnderſtanding, | 
would peepe and prie beyond the heauens, for ſome hidden 
excellency, and ſupp6ſed felicity , which the whole com- 
paſle ofthis reid] world cannot yeeld. So vnquenchable 
is the thirſt of mans foule, yntill it bathe it ſelfe in the river 
of life, and in the immeaſurable Ocean of goodnefſe and| 
wiſedome. So impoſſible is it, that this marteriall world, 
with all her perfe&tions, ſhould be a proportionable obieRt 
to ſo pretious a nature; or that ſo diuine a fparkle ſhould 
ceaſe riling -and aſpiring, vntill it ioyne it ſelfe to that 
infinite flame of glory and maicſty, from whence it &rft iſ- 
ſued. 

Secondly, they cannot ſecure the conſcience diftreſed 
with the apprehenſion of the wrath of God, or preuent his 


iudgements. Memorable is that horrible amazement, that 
E ſurpriſed 


__ — 


IO 


Dan.5.6. 


Eccleſ 7.8 


| | the Prophets : Zephan, chap.r. 17. 18, Their blood ſpall bee 
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ſurpriſed the heart of Be/j1z4z.247, amici his greateſt iollities, 
Melting hee was in pleaſures, and deliciouſnefle; ſolacing 
himſelfe amongſt his wiuzs and concubines; carouſing in 
the golden andfiluer veſſcls of the Temple. But when there 
appeared fingers of a mars hand, which wrote ouer againſt 
>. Candleſticke, vponthe plaiſter of the wall ( a remem-| 
brancer vnto his conſcience, how contempruouſly, and fa- | 
crilegiouſly hee had diſhonoured the higheſt Maieſty ; and 
that the vials of Gqds heauie vengeance were ready to bee 
poured ypon his heade)all the ioyes of his royall pompe va- 
niſhed as the ſmoke: For then the Kings conntenance was | 
| changed,and bis gy troubled him, ſo that the toqnts of 
his loynes were looſed, and his knees ſmote one againſt the 0- 
ther, And now, onepang of his wounded conſcience did 
much more torment +. Be. A the kingdome,maieſty, glory, 
and honour, which hee receiued from his father Nebuchad- 
#ez,2.4r could cuer comfort him. So, I doubtnot, but many 
times, the hearts of many glorious Ones in this life, that are 
| not in trouble like other men ; but ſpread themſclues as 


greene bay-trees; when they heare the certaine iudgements | 
of God, denounced out ofhis booke by his Miniſters,againſt / 
thoſe ſinnes,to which (by long cuſtome and yowed reſolu- \ 
tion) they haue faſtened their affeCtions, becauſe thereon de- | 
pend their pleaſures, honours, ſtates, reputations, contented | 
paſſing the time, or the like: I ſay, thar many times (except | 
their conſciences bee ſeared vp with an hot iron, againſt the | 
day of vengeance,and then their caſe is vnſpeakably wofull ) | 
theirhearts tremble, euen as the trees of the forreſt, that are | 
ſhaken with the winde, Amid their laughing, their hearts 
are ſorrowfull. Or iftheir mirth bee entire, it is bur /ike the 
woyſe of the thornes vnder the pot, Thornes vnder a pot, you 
know, make a great crackling, and noyſe for a lirele time ; 
they blaze faire, and bright, but are ſuddenly extinct, and 
| brought tonothing, Neither are thoſe cold comforters able 
to quench Gods hierie ielouſie, when it breakes foorth in 
plagues and judgements againſt a finfull people. Witneſſe 
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powred ont as duſt,and their fleſh as the dung, Neither their 
filuer,nor thew gold ſhallbe able to deliner them in the day © 
the Lords wrath,but the whole [and ſhall bee denonred by the 
fire of his iealon/ie, Ezech.7.19. Their (ilner and their gold 
cannet deliner them in the day of the wrath of the Lord: they 
ſhallnot ſatisfie their ſoules, neither fill their bowels, for this 
rains is for their iniquitie. Obad.q. Thoughthouexalt thy 
ſelfe as the Eagle,and mate thy neſt among the ſtarres, thence 
will [bring thee downe, ſaith the Lord, Tt is not then any 
' wedge of gold,or height of place, can priuiledge,or protect 
'vs; when our finnes areripe, andready to take the awe of 
: Gods fierce wrath and indignation, 

| Thirdly,they cannot ſtretch themſelues ynto eternity. For 
[there are no contentments of this life (whether they lie in 
honours, riches, pleaſures, friends,or the like) let them bene- 
[uerſo many innumber,ſo potent in the world,or in our owne 
' perſwafions,fo exempt from mixture of diſcomfort;that can 
poſſibly bring vs further,then our death-bed. Irmay bee for 
a few and wretched daies of our life,they haue detained ys in 
a fooles paradiſe, yet full of Vipers and Scorpions ; It may be 
| they haue left ſome obſcure prints of ynſound ioyes in our 
| aff : but then, at their farewell,they are vtterly deſpoi- 
ſed oftheir weake,and imaginaric ſweetneſle;and are wholly 
turned into wounds,and wormewood, into gall and yexati- 
on. They leaue a ſting indeed in the conſcience, that neuer 
dies; but themſclues die all at our deaths,and lic downe with 
vs in our graues. wy then, when the immorrall ſoule, be- 
ing diſlodged from this tabernacle of clay, ſhall now be- 
intocnter the confines of eternity z whart ſhall comfort it, 
- oh: h that endleſſe duration ? For ifit looke backe to this 
inch of time, which it conſumedin vanitie,it may aske : W 
haue I been troubled about many things ? Why hauec I dit- 
quicred my ſelfe in yaine? Why haueT inſolently inſulted o-} 
uer innocency,and accounted fncerity madnes ? What hath 
broagme? me? or what profit hath the pompe of riches 


rought me? Andit may be anſwered : eAl thoſe things are 


II 


paſſed away like a ſhadow,aud as a poſte that paſſeth by: as ſhi 
E 2 that 
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that paſſeth oner the wawes of the water, which when it is gone 
by,the trace therof canwot be fonnd,xeitber the path of it tn the 
#ls : or as abirdthut flicth thorow the atre,anvnc man can 
ſee any token of her paſſage, but onely heare the noiſe of her 
wings,beating the light wind,parting the aire throngh the ve- 
hemency of her going and flyerh on ſhaking her wings, where as 
afterward no token of her way can be found. If then the expira- 
tion of all worldly comforts be moſt certaine and ineuitable, 
at the furtheſt at our departure from this life; it is impoſſible 
there ſhould be any abſolute ioy foundin them: for there is 
wanting the very life and accompliſhment of true happineſle, 
aſſurance of perpetuitie. Imagine therefore a man to be abun- 
dantly encompaſſed euen wirh all the deſires of his heart ; 
let him waſh his paths with butter ; and let the rocke poure 
him out rivers of oyle; let him keape vp filuer as the duſt,and 
gold as the mire in the ſtreetes; let him decke himſelfe with! 
maieſty and excellencie, and aray himſelfe with beautie and 
glory; let him drinke vp the pleaſures of this world in as 
great abundance as Behemoth the river /ordan ; yet all is no- 
thing, himſelfe being couered with corruption, and mortali- 
tie; and thefruition ofthem with vanity andchange. One 
ramen paſſeth away, and another generation commeth. 
emuſt at length neceffarily make refignation of all into: the 
hands of a new ſucceſſion. And he ſhall take nothing away 
when he dies; neither ſhall his pompe or pleaſures deſcend 
after him. Yet,ifaman beſides an entire andinterrupted pol- 
ſeffion of his worldly contentments; which is neuer to bee 
looked for in this life, for,as /ob fpeakes,”hile bis fleſh is pon 
bim,be ſhall be ſorrowfall; and while his ſoute ic in him, it [ball 


monrue ; yet fay,if beſides he were able to extend his life to 
many millions of yeeres, the matter were a little more tole- 
rable. But alas, the life of a man at the moſt is but a hand 
| breadth,or a ſpan longgand that which makes it much more 
miſerable,he knowes not in whar part of that ſhort ſpanne, 
how ſuddenly,or how ſoone he ſhal be cut off from the land 
of the liuing ; and goe;and ſhall not returne, euen vnto the 


land'of darkenefſe, and ſhadow.of death, For the r:ioxcing Fl 
the 
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the wicked « ſhort, and the toy of bypocrites us but a moment , 
| Thongh hu excellexcy monnt wp to the heanen, and bu head 
reach unts the clouds: yer ſhall he periſh for ener,live bis dang; 
| and they which baue ſcene him»,ſhall ſay, where ts be? Hee ſhall 
flee away 4s 4 dreame,and they ſhall not find him,and ſhall paſſe 
447 48 4 viſion of the night, Sothat the eye which had ſcene 
 bim,ſhall do ſo no more,ana hi place ſhall ſee him no more, And 
in this reſpe&,mans condition is farre inferiour to other crea- 
tures.One generation paſſeth,and another generation ſuccee- 
deth : bur ; earth remaineth for euer. The Sun ſeemes cuery 
night to lie downe in a bed of darkenefle; bur heriſes in. the 
morning,clothed with the ſame glory and brightneſſe; and 
reioyceth as a Giant to run his courſe: Bus war (faith /ob) & | Chap,14, 
ſiche,and dieth,and man p:riſheth,and where ts he? As the we-| 10.11.13, 
ters paſſe from the ſea,and as the fload decaveth,and arieth wp; 
ſo man ſleepeth,andriſeth not : for he ſhall ue: wake againe,nor 
be raiſed from his ſleepe,till the heanen be tio more, | 

Tolet therefore theſe wretched vanities paſſe;as vnwor- 
thy to be infiſted pn thus long. For howſoeuer, the worldly- | 
minded man, wanting vtterly. the eye of faith, and hauing 
his eye of reaſon dimmed with miſts,thar riſe from his tumul- 
tuous and fiery paſhons,grofſe ignorance, and wiltult malice, 

({o that he only looks ypon the honours, riches, and pleaſures | 
of this life with a carnal and ſenſuall eye) may ſeerne to {ee in | 
them ſome glunmerings ofhappinic, and rhereaficr com. | | 
forme and proportion his deſires, crideworrs and-proietgbe- 
cauſc he hath bis portion. onely inchis life : yer certzinedy, the: | 
truly generous mind may cleardp;our of the very apprehen- 
fion of nature and light of reafon,diſcernethen all to bec no 
better then-a broken ſtafte of reed; whereupon ifammnileane;' 
it will gee into his hand andpierceit,yea,and/frukehisheair, 
too thorow with many ſorrowes; arid that1int the timodf 
trouble,they will allproue but as a broken tooth; and hiding” 
foote, Toletthem therfore paſſe,and die andperifh;E cone | 
to two other branches. of the negatiue pare; cnalkhoneſty,, 
and formall. hypocriſte. 7”. 

Theſe indeede are the tworgteat engines, by which iwrthis 
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full light and glorious noonetide of the Goſpell; the prince 
of this world draweth many multitudes into his ſnares in 
this life, and into chaines of darkeneſſe inthe life to come. 


; conditions,a pleaſing affabilitie in cariage, and conuerſati- 
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Sweetneſle of nature, louelineſſe of diſpoſition, fairenes of 


on; an vnſwaied vprightnesin ciuill adtions, and negotiati- 
ons with men, make a goodly ſhew, But if there bee an ac- 
ceſſion of profeſſion of the Goſpell, of outward performance 
of religious exerciſes,of ſome correſpondence with the ſer- 
uants of God ; why thenthe matter is ſtricken dead: There is 
the perfection, Wharſocuer is aboue, is proud hypocriſie, 
yaine-glorious {ingularitie, phantaſticke preciſeneſle; when 
(God knows )her may be al this,and yet no power of reli-. 
gion,no life of grace,no true happinefſe,no hope of cternitie. 
Tothe MI 19 of which point before I proceede, let 
me preuent two obieCtions. 

Firſt, deny not, but that morall vertuouſneſle is good, 
and excellentinit ſelfe; the outward performance of religi- 
ous duties,and the exerciſe ofthe meanes of our conuerſion, 
are neceſſary. But if morall vertuouſneſſe were able toput on 
the greateſt magnificence and applauſe, that euer it ancient- 
ly- enioyed amongſt the preciſeſt Romans; whereby it might 
worthily draw into admiration and iuſt challenge euen theſe 
times of-Chriſtianitie : yet in reſpe& of acceptance with 
God,and conformity to his will; and being not guided,and 
ſanCtified b p——_— grace, it is but atthe beſt, the ye- 
ry filthinefſe of a menſtrnous clout. And outward actions 
of religion, be they performed with as glorious a ſhew, and 
vndiſcernable conuciance, as euer they were by the moſt 
formall rms >y ſeuered from a ſound and ſandtified hart, 
(the fountaine whichrgiues life, ſweetnes,and acceptation to 
all outward feruices)they. are bur all, as the cutting off of a 
deps necke; andthe offering of ſwines blood, 

*Sec6ndly,I doe not bench any meanes purpoſe the dif. 
comfort of thatman, whoſe [ule is yet wraſtling with the 
grieuous afflictions,and terrors of conſcience inthe ſore tra- 
uell of his new-birth:I wiſh ynto him the ſweeteſt comforts 


ne] 
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that cither he in his deepeſt agonies can defire, or the bowels 
of Gods tendercſt compaſſions are wont to poure into bro- 
ken and bleeding hearts;and that the ioytull light of his Sa- 
uiours countenance may breakeforth ypon his cloudy and 
drooping conſcience, with farre greater brightnefle then e- 
uer the cleereft Sunne vpon the face of the carth. Neither 
doe I purpoſe the diſcouragement of him, who hath happily 
paſſed the fearfull,but neceſſary pangs of remorſe for finnes ; 
and hath already (by the grace of _ laid hold vpon the 
merits,and mercies of Chrift by a true,though a wake faith, 
I wiſh that his ſoule (as a new-borne babe in Chrift) may be 
touched with the ſmootheſt hand of the moſt wiſe and cha- 
ritable diſcretion; and that it may bee nouriſhed with the 
{weeteſt milke of the moſt-gratious and comfortable pro- 
miſes, I euer eſteemed it moſt bloody cruelty to quench 
the ſmoking flaxe,or breake the bruiſed reed, or to adde ſor- 
row to him whom the Lord hath wounded; and therefore 
, rather infinitely deſire to turne the ſmoking flaxe into a bur- 
' ning fire of zeale; torefreſh the weake = wounded heart, 
' with ſofteſt oyle of Gods. dearcſt mercies ;| to make the 
bruiſed reed apillar of brafſe; that it may ſtand ftrong, and 
ſure at the day of triall, Whereupon, I-pronounce out of 
moſt certaine grounds of Gods eternall truth vnto the weak- 
elt faith, if truc and ſound; that the gates of hell, with all 
the furie and malice of the prince and powers of darke- 
'neſle, ſhall never preuaile againſt ir. That neither Angels, 
' Nor principalitics, nor things preſent, nor things to come; 
nor depths. below,nor heights aboue, nor the creatures of 
| tenne thouſand worlds, ſhall euer bee able ro worke a ſe- 
' paration of it from thar infinite loue of God, which firſt 
planted it in the heart; or a difiunCtion of it from Chriſt, 
which inſpires it continually with life, ſpirit, and motion. 
It is not difference of degrees and = that takes a- 
way the nature and beipg of it. A ſmall drop gf Warer is as 
well and truly water, as the whole Ocean, 74 little ſparke- is 
as truly fire, both in efſence and y, as the mightze! 


| flame: the hand of alittle child gmay recciue a pearle, as well 


as 
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as the hand of the greateſt Giant, _ not hold it ſo 
ſtrongly : a weake faith, may be a true faith, and ſo a ſauing 
faith, as well as the full perſwaſion and height of aſſurance. 
This onely I muſt aduiſe in this point; that if this graine of 
muſtard-leed watered with the dew of grace, grow not m7 
l 


wards a great tree : if this ſparke,enkindled by the fpirit of| 
| God, ſpread not into a big flame : if this ſmall meaſure of 
faichbenor edged with a longing feruency after fulneſſe of 
 perſwaſion,and ſeconded with an afſiduous and ſerious en- 
| deauour after more perfeRtion ; it was no ſound and ſauing 
| faith, but onely a counterfeit ſhew, and a deceiuing ſha- 
| dow. But yet for allthis I cannot (without a woe ) ſpeake 
| good of cuill,and euill of good : I muſtnot put darkneſle for 
light,and light for darkneſle : wiſe Salomon hath taught ys, 
that hee that inſtifieth the wicked, and hee that condemneth. 
the inſt, enen they both are an abemination to the Lord, And 
| therefore I muſt tell you,that a man may bee great in the eye 
of the world, and inthe judgement of the greater part, for 
his ciuill honeſty, and folemne performatices of outward 
; duties of religion ( to which many thouſands neuer at- 
| taine); and yet himſelfe be not onely a ſtranger from the life 
| of God,and right happinefle, and holden faſt ynder the po- 
; wer and tyrannie of the firſt death; but alſo by accident, ul 
ing puft vp with a conceit of an imaginarie perfeCion, be- 
| come a violent oppoſite to the power of religion and true 
| gedlineſle, The reaſon whereof may be this : Our corrupt 
, nature (as in matters of vnderſtanding and opinion ) wor- 
| keth in euery man atoo too much loue ef his owne inuen- 
tions, and concluſions ; all oppoſition inflames the affe- 
Ction, and ſets on foote the wit, to finde out arguments for 
their proofe, leſt hee ſeeme to haue been too weake of iudge- 
ment in framing them, or too inconſtant in not defendin 
| them : euen ſoalſo in matters of life and conuerſation; , 
| the more plauſible a mans courſe is, and the more glori- 
| ouſly it is entertained of the world, the ſtronger is his re- 
ſolution to continue in it, and the more impatient hee is 
of all controlement and contradiction. So that morall ho- | 
nelty,! 
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neſty, and outward religiouſneſle, being in themſclues goo d 
and neceſſary, and a good iep to Chriſtianity: yet lay 
dent are —_—_— to keepe men from the 
power of godlinefle and ynfained fincerity. Becauſe, when 
they conſider their preſent courſe-is in good ac ce 
with the world, and | 

enioyment of their honours and pleaſures, at leaſt atifing 
from their beloved and ſecret finnes, they willingly and pe- 
remptorily reſt and repoſe vpon it; contented with a ws 
ble errour of being inthe ſtate of grace, and with a plauſible 
paſſage vnto eternall death. And the rather, becauſe they 


nefſe in religion, and that inward holinefſe, without which 
ay ſhall neuer ſee the face of God; they ſhould not _y 
raiſe vp againſt themſelues many thundering tempeſts,of the 
worlds ”. r7ny falſe, and Girefull par ; but alfo even | 
from the bottome of hell,,nany diſturbances and feartull ten- 
tations. For I am perſwaded, while a man lies ſecure in the 
courſe of ynregeneration, if the diuell can procure ir, he ſhall 
enioy his hearts deſire, he ſhall bring his enterpriſes to paſle, 
and not fall into trouble like other men. Hee onely then be- 
gins to beſtirre himſelfe, when a man begins to ſtir towards 
grace; or that by his traines, hee hath brought him te ſome 

int of aduanrage,to fome dead lift, to his deaths-bed ; that 
bo may haue a full troke at his deſtruCtion, that he may ſud- 


at it may well conhiſt 'with the free] ' 


now full wall, if they ſhould = forward ynto forward-| 


denly and certainly ſwallow him vp, body and ſoule ; and 
then he paies him home with a witneſle; for either through 
ſenſeleſneſſe,or deſpaire, he finkes him downe irrecouerably 
into the bottome ofhell, 

Theſe two obieCtions thus preuented; I come to the 
proofe of the-poynt in hand. And firſt, theſe reaſons follow- 
ing may demonſtrate,that he which reaches but to ciuill ho- 
neſty,comes farre ſhort of being in Chriſt,and conſequently, 


|oftrue happineſle, 
Firſt, ſome of the Heathens (out of thoſe. weake notions: 
and inclinations to yertuouſnefle, which corrupted nature 
confuſedly imprinted intheir minds ) attained a great _ 
F ure 
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* |rurnethe ſun from his courſe, then to ſway Fabriciw(by re- 
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ſure ofmorall perfeRion. This Elogie the * Hiſtorian giues of | | 


the Romane Cats, Cats was 4 min which did animate the | 
faire ſpecn/atine image of vertue with linely executions and, 
prattice.Goodneſſe was ſo habitualy incorporated into bis ho-| 
neſt mind.that be did good not for reſpett andreſernedly, but | 
becanſe be could poſſibly do no otherwiſe, Impartiall indifteren- 
cy was the ral: of bis ations; and being free from the corrup- 
tions of the time, be was the ſame man, andbad a free com- 
mand ouer birpaſſions both in time of acceptation & diſerace. 
It is further — of Fabricixe, that a man might ſooner 


ſpes)from honeſt and ingenuous dealing. And yet all theſe 
excellencies of mortality are iuftly and truly cenſured/by Di- 


uinity,to be bur Þ g/orieuc fins, beautifull abommnations. An- 


. | Let a mans workes bee inſhew neuer ſo good, ſo magnifi- 


ſti, * that great diſputer,and worthy farher,confirmes it vn- 


 Panl, 1.Corinth.2.14. The natwrall man perceineth nor the 


anſ{werably ; eſpecially from that ground in the Epiſtle to 
the © Hebrues : Withont faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. 


cent, ſo charitable; except the heart bee purged from dead 


| workes by aliuely faith, and pure froman euill conſcience, he | 


1s but a painted ſepulchre,or whited wall.Bur yet take this by | 
the way ; if theſe Heathens(in the twilight of reaſon)became 
ſuch admirable lights of vprightneſſe and honeRty ; and yet | 
Chriſtians in cheſs _ ( when all the beames of Chriſts | 
bleſſed Goſpell are ſhining and ſhead round about them) 
continuefbl in darknefle, cold and frozen in prophaneſle- 
and ſecurity ; certainly,as it ſhall be eaſier for Tyr and S5- 
dox at the day of iudgement,then for ({{raz» and Bethſaida: 
ſo it ſhall be eaſier for many Heathens (though to them im- 
poſſible) then for thoſe Chriſtians, that paſſe not them in 
vertue and integrity.Cats and Fabricius at that day ſhall rife 
vp againſt many luke-warme profeſſors of our times,to their 
eternall ſhame,confufion,and condemnation, . 

The ſecondreaſon is grounded vponthe words of Saint 


things of the ſpirit of Gog; for they are fooliſhneſſe vnto bim : 
neitber c4 he know the; becanſe they are ſpiritnaly diſcerned. 
| In 


_—. 


<h_ 


A Diſcturſe of true bappineſſe 


R—— 
Inthis place,by (#«twra//man) is notmeant onely the carnall 
and ſenſuall man,ſwiniſhly wallowing in vanities and plea- 
ſures : but as the beſt and ſoundeſt interpreters conceiue it, 
euen a man conſidered with the whole compaſle of the reaſo- 
nable ſoules pofſibilitic. And mans reaſonable ſoule, by that 
ſtrength it yet retaines(fince it was by God iuſtly difinherited 
of all ſpiritual patrimony,for Adams rebellion) may purchaſe 
ſome kind of perfe&ions.Firſt,in it ſelfe it may be excellent, if 
endowed with a ſharpe wit, a quicke apprehenſion;a ſtrong 
mind,a piercing iudgement,a faithful memory,a more mode- 
rate will, and milder affeftions. Bur if by induftry and art it 
furniſh and fill euery ſeucrall facultie with thoſe ornaments 
and qualities, of which they are naturally capable, the perfe- 


Rion is much more admirable. And yer beſides theſe cxcel- 
lencies in it ſelfe,it may [nnd mg y to others; it may goe 
further,and inable ir ſelf by action, experience and obſeruati- 


on,with ſuch an vniuerſall wiſdom;rhat itmay not only befit 
and qualified for notable offices of ſociety and entercourſe in 
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politick Bodies, bur alfo reach ynto that depth of forefight, 
and large comprehenſion of circumſtances, that itmay 


worthy imploiment in affaires of State, and in the direQon 
and guidanceof whole kingdomes. All theſe perfeQtions may 
concurre ypon the ſoule, and yet it remaine ſtark blind in the 


myſteries of (aluation. Imagine them all ioyntly in one man, 
_ in the higheſt degree of perfetion and HA rom: of 
which vnſanCtified mortality is capable,and let them be ne- 
uer ſo much admired,and flattered of the world; yer without 
the ſalt of grace to ſeaſon them and the life of faith to animate 
them,they are bur as gay andrich attire ypon aleprous bo. 
diezas iewels,chaines,and bracelets, ypon a dead and rotten 
carcaſſe. Let no man then deceiue his owne heart; he may be 


enriched with ſingular p ie of allthe faculties of the 
ſoule,he may be ſtored ith variety of the choiſcſt and pro- 


ty the abſolute portraiture of «Ari/fotles morall yertues ; he 
may be as politike as Abitopbel;yhoſe connſel,which be conn- 


ſelled in thoſe daies, was likg as one bad arhed counſel at the 
F 2 Oracle 


foundeſt learning, he may expreſfſe in aQtion and ciuill hone-| - 
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Oracle of God : and yet without ſupernatural illumination, 
and the diuine graces,of faith, loue, zeale, ſincerity, ſpirituall 
wiſdome,a cn flified contention of ſpirit, in making towards 
God in all kind of duties, which only put a man into poflefſi- 
on of true happines,and fit him for a bleſſed aflociation with 
God, Angels,and holy men; I ſay without theſe ſupernaturall 

races he cannot onely not perceiue the things of the Spirit | 
of God, but (which is an horrible and fearcfull curſe) euen 
eſteeme them fooliſhneſle, 

Thethird reaſon ſhall be taken from the example of N;-| 
codemus,John.3. Nicodemus,l am perſwaded, was an honeſt 
and an ingenuous man; Iam ſure hee was a great man, and a 
Teacher of Iſrael; yet when hee comes out of his ciuill hone- 
ſie and naturall wiſedome to reaſon and confer with Chriſt 
about the ſaluation of his ſoule and eternall happineſſe; he is 
ſtrangely childiſh and a meere infant. For when Chriſt tels 
him;Except a m14n be borne ag aine he cannot ſee the kingdomee 
of God; hereplics : How can a man be borne which u old'can 
he enter moo) 1 mothers wombe againe and be borne? A reply, 
which may breed an aſtoniſhment in all that ſhall euer reade 
this orie vnderſtandingly vnto the worlds end; nay, it 
ſeemes to ſeeme ſtrange ro Chriſt himſelfe, by his interro- 

atiue admiration afterward; Art then « Teacher of 1ſvacl, 
and knoweſt not theſe things? And no maruell; for who would 
think,thatone of the beſtof the Phariſies,a ruler ofthe Iewes, 
a profeſt DoRor inthe Law and the Prophets,and one care- 
full ro ſaue his ſoule, ſhould be ſo groſlely and palpably ig- 
norant, in amoſt materiall and neceſſayy point of ſaluation; 
cpecially, hauing many times, no doubt, read it in Moſes 
and the Prophets? =, many places,he might ſee,Ezec. 
36.26.27. moſt clearely laid downethe great and glorious 
work of our new birth: A new beart «!ſs will I gine you,and 
new ſpirit wil [ put within you, aud 1 wil taks the f!ony bart ont 
of your body,and 1 will gineyou a hert of fleſh,g4c,But when he 
comes from teaching, and reading of this and the like places, 
to beexaminedin thepraRtiſe and experimentall. feeling of 
theſe graces of regeneration ypon his owne ſouke ; why, hee | 
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[ralkes ofa man thatis old, entri againe intohis mothers 
| wombe : from whence hee ſhould certainely returne with a 
' doubled pollution and corruption of nature; and once more 
the child of Satan,then he was before. But ſoit is, where the 
 heartisnot ſeaſoned with fauing grace; let the vnderſtan- 
| ding be neuer ſo great with felling res vs 
| callpowers of the ſoule neuer ſo pregnant with wiſedome 
and policy,and perfeted with morall vertues;yet there isno- 
thing to bee expected from that man,in matters and myſte- 
ries of ſaluation,bur darkeneſſe and blindnefle, childiſhnefſe 
and ſtupidirie. 

Fourthly, the young man in the Goſpell may be a fit in- 
ſance for our preſent purpoſe. He was oucable in the Marth. 19. 
externall juſtice and outward obſeruances of the ſecond Ta- | 
ble, wherein ciuill honefty doth principally confiſt;but how 
farre he was from inward ſanctification, theftare of grace, | 
and happinefle of Gods children, appeares in the tory. For | 
when the ſacred and powerfull wank of our blefled Sauiour, | 
had inſinuated into the ſecrets ofhis ſoule, and ſtrucke at his 
{weete ſinne of couetouſneſle; the young man is preſently caft 
into a fit of melancholy. Chriſt is too precite a Preacher for | 


_ 
Or Eon ANTEC IEPICe ac 


him, he cannot digeſt ſuch aftri&t and fcuere courſe : he will | 
not abandon his pleaſures of worldlinefſe, his Palaces, his 
poſſeſſions, to follow Chriſt the Lord ofheauen and earth | 

in this life,chough he aſſure him of therich treaſures of exer- | 

nall bleſſednes in the life to come: #bes the yowng man heard Verſe 22. | 
that ſaying he went away ſorrowfull: for be bad great poſſeſſi- | 
ons, Whereby we may ſec, that a man may be ciailly honeſt. 
and vncenſurable in outward workes of iuftice, and yer har-. | 
bour and nouriſh ſome cloſe corruptions, and ſweer finne in | | 
his heart : from which, rather chew he will part, he will loſe | 
his part in Chriſt,the bortomlefſe fountaine'of cndleſſe ioyes 
me comforts,and his portion of ynuakuable glory inthe new 
leruſalem. F | 3 
 Thispointbeing thus manifeſt, for concluſion T will lay 
downe certaine differences, betwixr the i hteouſneſſe of | 


faith and ſanGtificatien,and the righteoufſneſle of ciuill hone- | 
Bn F 3  thie, 
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is the ſanRtifying Spirit of God: I call it the ſanRiifying Spi- 
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ſtie,that aman may haue ſome direCtions to examine his ſoule 


Firſt,the fountaine and original of righteouſneſſe of faith, 


rit, becauſe the Spirit of God may by a general influence con- 
curre to the illumination of the vnd ding with know- 
ledge,and a ciuillreformation of the will euen in the vnrege- 
nerate:but the ſanQtifying Spirit, by the miraculous operatiue 
of ſauinggrace,doth purge and mortifie the inmoſt affeCti- 
ons, plant juſtifying faith in the heart, renew all the powers of 
the ſoule,and re-inueſt them (in ſome good meaſure)with the 
blefſed image of holineſle and integritic which they loſt in 
Adam. But the cauſe and fountaine of righteouſneſle of ci- 
uill honeſty,may bee goodnefle of conſtitution and ingenu- 
ouſneſſe; whereby a man may not beſo apt and inclinable to 
notorious ſfinnes; or want of trials and prouocations,or feare 
of lawes and temporal! puniſhments, or defire of reputation 
and rifing, or a vaine hope to ſtay Gods iudgements for in- 
ward corruptions by ciuill outwardneſle, or atbeſt, the re- 
raining Spirit of God; by which he doth onely repreſſe the 
furics and outrages of the wicked, and reduce them to ſome 
moderation and honeſty, for the quiet of his Ele& and con- 
ſcruation of Kingdomes. For if God did not put his hooke 
into thenoſtrils of prophane men, and his bridle into their 
lippes,cuery one of them (fith euery man hath in his corrupt 
natare the ſeedes of all ſinnes that euer haue, are, or may bee 
committed) Ifay, cuery one of them might become a cruell 
Senacberib,a rading Shemei,atraiterous /u#das,a bloudy Bon- 
wer,an helliſh Fawkes,fierce Woolues and Lions againſt the 
filly and innocent Lambes of Chriſts fold. 

Secondly, angry of ciuill honeſty in outward 
ations may make a _— of pietic and vp- 
rightnes;bur indeed hath many ſecret relations to pleaſures, 
to friends,to profit, to preferments, to reuengement, to paſſi- 
ons, partialities and cuemes,and ſuch like by-reſpe&ts; not ca- 
fily diſcernable, but by him whoſeeyes are tenne thouſand 
times brighter then the Sunne, But righteouſneſle of faith 


hath 
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nach in all ations, for the maine ſcope and principall end, 
the glory and honour of God : and if infirrniti doe ſome- 
times diſtaine them with ſome mixture and adherence of re- 
ſpeAs,(for who canſay,my heart is cleane? euen the pureſt 


the faithfull ſoule much griefe, ſorrow, Rtriuing againſt,re- 

tanceand humiliation. | , 
Thirdly, righteouſneſſe of faith doth labour watchfully, 
religiouſly , and 1 ers in that particular calling, 
wherein Gods prouidence hath placed a man, and in all the 
parts and ſpeciall duties of godlineſſe and obedience. But ci- 
uill honeſty wanders in the generalities of reli gion; and ma- 
ny times in impertinent, ynſetled and ynlimited courſes, 
Fourthly, righteouſneſle of faith doth ftrive with - grea- 
teſt ce and contention of ſpirit for ſpirituall com- 
fort,and'a good conſcience before God. But ciuill honeſty is 
fully and finally Gatisfied with credit and plauſibleneſle a- 
mongſt men. 


| 


Fifthly,ciuill honeſly makes no great conſcience of ſmal- 
ler ſinnes ; as lying,lefler oathes, gaming, prophane iefting, 
idleneſfe, paſtime on the Sabbath'day, and the-like, Bur 
rightcouſneſle of faith, hauing a ſenſible feeling of the heauie 
waight of fin, from thoſe anguiſhes-which the' conſcience 
felr belore the infuſion of faithy and: re New Aung with a 
checke and (mart for all kind of rra8{greffions;dÞth {eaſona- 
bly and proportionably hate: and. make 'refiftange 'to all 
knowne innes, | I9q0 ; uf 1972/3 177 4 I! 
Sixthly, ciuill honeſty dorhs not ſe ro mult oppoſition 
againſt the finnes of the time, but iscuen willing to-bee car- 
ried with the ſtreame; onely vportmorefaire '5nd probable- 


tearmes, then notorious (infulteſſe; and therefore- will oe ; 


on, and encourage aman in godly:courfes,and good caufes, 
yntill he meer with,cither a woundto/his ſtate}! diſgrace to 
his perſon,a diſturbance to his pleaſures, 'an imputation to 
his forwardneſle, a ſtop to his prefermients; loſſe' of friends, 
imminencie of danger, or-any ſuch crofſe and diſcow- 
_—_ and then it teacheth him'to ſtep backe, is aman 

ready 


aCtions are mixt with ſome ſpice of corruprions) ; it works in | 


| 
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ready tgtread aſerpent, and to ſtart aſide like a broken 
h_ eur of faith doth ſtand ont for the ho- 
nour of God, and ordinarily goes thorow-ſtitch, in good 
cauſes; come what come canz crofles or:calumniations, good 
report or euill report,men or diuels, For it is compleatly ar- 
med with c nce offuture happineſle, and hath fixt the 
eye vponthe crowne of immorrality ; which if heauen and 
catth conſpired,they werenot able to pull it our of his hand, 
thar reſerues it inthe heauens, for all thoſe that fight a good 
fight, that keepe the faith, and runne with conſtancy the race 
| oF ſanRification, | . 

Thenex paint of the negatiue part of my doctrine is for- 


; mall hypocrifie. Which that = may more cleerly ynder- 


ftand,confider with merhree kinds of hypocrific : priuic hy- 
[pocaiſer,grolle ocriſic,formall hypocriſie, 

Priuie hypocrthe is that, by which a man makes profeſli- 
on of more then is in his heart. And this ſometimes doth 
mixe it ſelfe euen with the faireſt and moſt ſanRified ations 
of God deareſt children; and doth ſooneſt infinuate into a 


heart ored with therich treaſures of true godlineſſe. For 
| Satan, ifhe-cannot detaine a mans ſoule in notorious finful- 
| neſſe, in meere ciuill honeſty, or formality, but that by the 
 facred inſpirations of Gods good ſpirit,it is pulled out of the 
mouth ofhell, from the {lauerie of Hinne,and courſes of dark- 


| nes,into theglorious light and li of Chriſts kingdome ; 


| he is inraged with fierce and-implacable furie, and doth euer 
; Certainly with eager purſuit perſecute that ſoule, both by 
| his owne immadiate- malice, and by the cruell agencie of 
 prophane men. And if fo be he cannot procure a ſcandalous 
relapic into grofle finnes; yet that he. may in ſome meaſure 
worke the 7 Pugs of God, and.thediſcomfort of his no- 
' bleſt creatuxe, the two: maine ends ofall the policies of hell ; 
be doth labaurxo diſtainethe pure fireames of diuine grace 
in the foule puddle of our corrupted nature; and at leaſt to 
faſten the ſpots of priuie hypocrifie vpon the beft aCtions, 
and the very face of innocencie.This hypocrifie (as Itake it ) 
ariſeth from ſpirituall pride. For when a godly man, by the 


great 


_— 


a 
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cat worke of regeneration is become more excellegt, then 
Fs neighbour ; a5 indeed he incomparably is, howſocuer the 
worlds eſtimation be otherwiſe : Becauſe the one is, as yet, a 
limme of Satan, receiuing from him the curſed influence of 
foule pollurions, of vncleannes,and lying, of malice and re- 
—_— pride and prophaneſſe, &c.The other is alreadic a 
blefied member of Chrifts myſticall body,continually inſpi- 
red with holie motions and the life of grace. The one lies 
polluted in his owne blood, incompaſſed with the menſtru- 
ous clouts of loathſome corruptions; of all natures, except 
onely the Diuell and his angels, the moſt wretched and 
forlorne ; of the familie of hell, heire of horrour and deſola- 
tion: The other by the immorral ſeed of the pure and power- 
full word of God, is made partaker of the dinine nature ; clo- 
thed with the rich 4nd vnualuable robe of Chriſts iuſtice; 
ded with an inuincible troope of heauenly Angels ; iuſt- 

y intituled to a kingdome of vnconceiueable glorie, and 
pleaſures moe then the ſtarres of the firmament in number, 
The one is a wrongfull vſurper of the riches, honors and pre- 
ferments of this life; for which hereafter he muſt be condem- 
ned to chaines of eternall darknefle, and a dungeon of end- 
lefſe miſerie and confuſion : the other whiles hee continues 
in this world,is a rightfull owner and poſleſlor of the earth, 
and all the creatures and bleſſings of God; and when hee 
departs hence, he ſhal be made a glorious inhabitant of thoſe | 
ſacred manſions, where conſtant peace,vnmixed ioyes, and 
bleſſed immornalitic euen for cuer and cuer do dwell, Which 
great difference when the godly man percciues, and his own 
prerogatiues, hee is filled with a ſtrange and ioyfull amaze- 
ment and admiration at his owne happineſle : which Satan 
ſeeing, who is perfeCtly experienced in all aduantages and 
opporruniries for ſpirituall afſaults; and working vpon the 
reliques of mans proud nature, doth cunningly draw him to 
aduance aboue that which is meete within himſelfe, in his 
owne opinion, the worth of his owne graces and vertues. 
Which that he may conuey and reprelentto the view of the 
world, with an excellencie proportionable to his owne ouer- 


35 | 


Pro, 13,26 


| 
| 


VACEPI— oo eeom—_ OS RO —_— _—_ = _ 


2,Per.1.4, | 


| 


—  —__— 


weening 


- * 


26 A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe, 


weening conceit, he is forced to admit the ſecret and inſen- 
ſible poyſon of priuic hypocrifie; which he doth more eaſilie 
at the firſt entertaine, becauſe the peſtilencie and bitterneſſe 
thereof is not diſcernable by non of the predominancie 
and ſweerneſle of the freſh preſent graces of Gods Spirit in | 
: his ſoule. Burt when by affliftions or _— ſome ex- 
' traordinarie tentation or particular checkes from the mini- 
' erie ofthe Word,the vglineſle of it is diſcouered-to his con- 
\ ſcience ; he for cuer abhorres it, as a conſuming canker, thar 
' would fret out the very heart of grace,and extinguiſh the life 
' of finceritie ; and therefore with much humiliation and fer- 
| uencie doth pray againſt it, ſtriue againſt it, and bythe mer- 
cies of _—_ 2077 0 _ ra £y 
This kinde © ocrifie belongs not to ent pur- 
poſe; onely by the = let mee giue ee | ne So 
childe of God (for to him only I ſpeake in this point, tothe 
end he may keep his heart vnblameable in holineſſe, and pre- 
ſcrue the true reliſh and ſound ioy of good ations entire, 
and yndiſtempered) that hee would ſtrongly fence his heart 
with a gratious and vnfained humilitic, againſt priuic pride 
the mother of this hypocriſie; as againſt a cloſe, vndermi- 
_— a moſt dangerous enemie; and the more ſeriouſly 
and watchfully for theſe reaſons: partly drawne from the 
nature of the "A : and partly from the ſtate of his ſoule. From 
the nature of the ſin: 
I Firſt, other finnes grow from poyſonous and peftident 
rootes; as Adulterie, from idlengfle; Faction, from diſcon- 
rent; Murther,from malice; Ieſting out of the word of God, 
from a prophane heart; the Killing of ſoules,from Non-refi- 
dencie ; Enuie and flatteric, from a baſe and vnmanly weak- 
neſſe of minde; Violent ambition, from a diftruſtfull inde- 
p—_ ypon God; Scorning of godlineſle,from a repro- 
ate ſenſe : but this finne ſpringeth / a a faire and vnſuſpe- 
Qed fonntaine , euen from zeale, godlie duties, and good 
ations, | 
y- 2 Secondly, other grofſle ſinnes ſpread themſclues vniuer- | 
| | {ally ouer the whole corrupt maſſe of all the ſonnes of = ;. 
| ut 
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but this doth ſingle oyt the choſen of God, and takes vp his 
ſeate in the ſan&ified ſoule, : | 
- Thirdly, this finne doth vnauoidably winde it ſelfe into 
the heart of a man, with aſlic and peculiar kinde of infinua- 
tion. For when a godly man for a good attion or inward 
grace doth ſeeme to diſclaime pride in his conſcience, hee 
may be proud that he is not proud, cuen of his humilitie; and 
that he is able to deſcrie his pride and corruptions more then 
others can doe. So endleſls are the mazes of Satans circular 
tentations. 
Fourthly, there is no depth of knowledge, no meaſure of 
grace, no eminencie of na can be exempted from hazard 
of ſurpriſall, by this laſt and moſt cunning encounter of $a- 
tan bypriuy pride. P«wl,that great inſtrument of Gods grea- 
teſt glorie, in whom there was a matchleſle concurrence of 
diuine graces, and varictie of all manner of afflitions, no- 
table meanes to keepe the heart of man in humilitie; yer leſt 
he ſhould be exalted out of meaſure through the abundance 
of revelations, there was giuen vnto him a prick in the fleſh, 
the meſſenger of Saran to buffer him. 

_ taken from the ſtate of the regenerate ſoule, are 
theſe: : 
Firſt,let the beſt and moſt mortified man turne the eye of 
his conſcience from the fruitleſſe and dangerous ſpeculati- 
on of his owne worthineſle; and faſten it a while vpon his 
corruptions and infirmities, ypon his many deficiencies in 
religious duties and executions of his calling, wants and 
weakneſſes in prayer and inward deuotion, his dulnefſe and 
yncheerefulnes in religious exerciſes, his omiſſions of ſerui- 
ces and occaſions for the inlarging of the kingdom of Chriſt, 
his cold and ſometimes cowardly proſecution of good cau- 
ſes,his now and then linking from a bold profeſſion of fin- 
ceritie, for feare of the vaine and ——_— imputations of 
worldlings, &c. and out of this conſideration, hee will be ſo 
farre from ſelfe-conccitedneſſe, and a partiall ouerualuing 
of his owne gifts and yertues, that hee will finde much mat- 
ter and juſt cauſe to renew his repentance, to ſtand ypon 
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| his guard againſt fpirituall pride, to continue and encreaſe 
his os , to double his zeale and reſolution for the 
glorifying of God, and ſubduing his owne ſecret corrup- 
tions. 
2 Secondly,ler him conſider,how before his calling he mar- 
 ched furiouſly and deſperatly vnder Sarans colours, inthe 
' purſuite of pleaſures, vanities and worldly honours; with 
| hou reſolute hatred and contempt he oppoſed againſt fince- 
ritie and ſauing grace, as againſt needleſſe preciſeneſſe and 
| | folly;hovw feareleſly and how farre he ran in the paths of ini- 
| quitie,and the (infull paſſages of the kingdome of darkneſle; 
whereno reward was to be expeRed but ſhame and miſerie. 
Bur after it pleaſed the Lord to place his Angell in the way 
to op the torrent of his impieries, and to ſer his ſacred word 
before his eyes,as a glorious light to dire himin the wa 
of righteouſneſle :ler him remember how often he hath ftar= 
ted aide for falſe and imaginarie feares;how often hee hath 
ſtumbled cuenin the euen path, through his owne heedleſ- 
neſſe;how often he hath Rood ill in bis way, cither gazing 
onthe painted and lying glorie of the world, or liſtening to 
the allurements and deceitfull charmes of his owne fleſh. 
Nay,how ſometimes he hath been inforced to retire by fome 
cunning traine and malicious tratagem of Satan. So that | 
' | (fince his conuerſion) he hath bur runne faintly and ſlowly, : 
and wonne little ground in the grace of godlineſſe;although 
there be ſet before him the price ofthe high calling,the high- i 
eſt aduancement of the ſoule,fulneſſe of ioy,and rhe pretious | 
treaſures of immortalitie. And if he demurre a while ſoundly n 
ypon this point, he may for cuer feare leſt a ſelfe-liking of his 
owne excellencie,beiuſtly plagued with a ſcandalous fall in- 
ro ſome groſle finne; which beſides it owne particular ſting, 
will vnto his great diſcomfort awake the old finnes of his 
vnregeneration; like ſo many ſleeping Lions, with open 
mouthes to charge atreſh ypon the conicience with new ter- 
rors and fearefull yexations. 
3 Thirdly, let the godly Chriſtian looke yp at the liberall 
| | and mercifull hand of God, which out of the — 
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depth of his owne bountie hath reached vnto him, whatſoe- 
uer gifts he hath ; whether of bodie, or minde,of honours or | 
outward poſſeſſions, of nature or grace : and hee ſhall finde 
farre greater reaſon to be continually grieued and humbled, | 
that the bright and vnſpotted beames of Gods ſanCiifying | 
Spirit are foully darkened and leſſened in his body of death; | 
thento be exalted in his owne conceit, in that it hath lea-/ 
ſed God of his meere and free mercie to illighten the darknes 
of his keart; without which ſupernaturall illumination hee 
ſhould haue liued in blindnefſe and miſerably vnrill death; 
and after this life been caſt our into vtter darknefle and re-' 
' medileſſe deſolation. 

Fourthly,ler him take heed how he harbors and nouriſhes 
this viper of {pirituall pride in the boſome of his ſoule; leſt it 
raking nt nr heate and warmth from his zeale, en-' 
danger the whole frame of his new man. Either by perſwa- 
ding him to embrace ſome groundleſſe _ of vn- 
warrantable opinions; which by reaſon of his vertues will 
ſpread more plauſibly, & by conſequent more dangerouſly. 
For a perſwafion of integritic is not onely a motiue to roote 
an opinion deeply in a mans owne apprehenſion; but alſo a 
meanes to make it more currant and paſſable with the admi- 
rers of his graces. Or elſethis ſpiricuall pride may(by Gods 
iuſt iudgement)draw vpon him a deadnefle of heart, a dul- 
neſſe of zeale,an intermiſſion of operations of grace; which 
the child of God doth infinitly more feare then any afflition 
or crofſe that can poſſibly befall him from prophane men, ei- 
ther vpon his bodie,or ſtate,or good name. 

Thefe reaſons may iuſtly moue euery faithfull Chriſtian 
with much earneftneſle mw rayer to labour after, and fertle | 


| | onely ſoueraigne meanes to preſcrue the life and vigour of 


ſurely in his heart a true and vndifſembled humilitie ; as the | 


| his graces in hisowne ſoule, their fruit and benefit ro orhers, 
| their bleſſing and acceptation with God : and with the 
watchfulleſt eye of his ſpirituall wiſedome, to hold in - 
tuall icalouſie the cunning leights and windings of chis in- 
| finuatiue finne of priuie pride; that both ſopeftilent a canker 
| G 3 may 
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may be kept out of the ſoule,and the paſſage may be ſtopr to 
priuie hypocrifie ; with which, I told you before, Satan doth | 
endeuour with might and maine to diſcomfort aud diſgrace | 
the actions and exerciſes,cuen ofthe child of God. | 
2 The ſecond kinde of hypocriſie is groſſe hypocriſie; by 
which a man profeſleth that which is not in his heart ar all, | 
and fo deceiues others, but not in his owne heart. And this is | 
moſt properly hypocrifie : For the Greeke word vawyrric, fig. | 
nifieth a ſtage-player ; who ſometimes putteth on the robes. 
and maieſtic of a Prince, himſelfe being of a baſe and neg- | 
lefted ſtate : Or the grauitic and wiſedome of a Counſeller, 
himſelfe being of roguiſh and diſſolute conditions : Some- 
times he repreſenteth a chaſt and modeſt louer, his owne life 
_ a practice of vncleanneſſe : Sometimes he aflumeth a 
good and honeſt yocation,his owne being accurſed and yn- 
warrantable, Euen ſuch is the groſle hypocrite vpon the 
ſtage of this world,a very _ ſepulcher and whited wall, 
lorious indeede in outward faſhions and ſolemnities, in 
ewes and repreſentations tothe eye of the world; bur if it 
were poſſible for a man to make an exaRt inquirie into the 
cloſe and hidden paſſages ofhis heart,hee ſhould findemany 
blacke and bloodie yen for compaſling reuenge euen 
ypon ſurmiſed oppolites; many ambitious ſteps built vpon 
flatterie and diflembling,baſeneſle and briberie for his ribng 
and preferments; many Ringing ſwarmes of fieric luſts and 
impure thoughts, which are either ſpent in ſpeculatiue wan- 
tonneſſe and the adulteries ofthe heart; or elſe for feare of 
the worlds notice,breake out only into a ſtrange and ſecret 
filchineſſe. In a word, vnder the vaile of his outward religi- 
ouſneſſe, he ſhould ſee a perfe& anatomie of the infinite and 
deceitful corruptions of the heart ofman, and many plau- 
fible and politique conuciances to bleare the 'eyes of the 
world; howſocuer wretched man vpon his owne fillie and 
forlorne ſoule hee certainly drawes ar. exceeding waight of 
vengeance. This kinde of hypocrite is more miſerable and 
of leſſc hope then the open "Las 
I | Furſt,becauſc he finneth againſt thelight of his + 
which 
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which manner of ſinning makes him incapable of ſauin | 

s. For how can that heart, which to naturall bardneſts 
addeth a voluntarie. obfirmation in finne ant refiftance to! 
godly motions, receiue the ſoftening and ſandlifying ſpirit of 
God? How ſhould thoſe vnruly afteRtions be tamed by the | 
power of religion, who pleaſe themſelues, and hold ir their| 
greateſt gloric to ſeeme moſt moderate outwardly, when 
inwardly they boyle moſt intemperatly in luſt, ws malice, | 
contempt of zealous ſimplicitic, and in other foulleſt pollu-' 
tions? How ſhould the brightneſle of wiſedome ſhine, where! 
the windowes of the ſoule are ſhut cloſe, wilfully and vpon 
ſer purpoſe? 

Secondly, by reaſon of the ſhining lampe of an ourward 2 

roteſſion, = ra he want the oyle of grace in his hearr, | 

ce ſo dazles the eyes of men,that he barres himſelfe of thoſe | 
reproofes and wholeſome admonitions, whereby the open 
ſinner is many times confounded and amazed in his conſci- 
ence, humbled and caſt downe in himlelfe, and happily re- 
claimed and conuerted. 

Thirdly, all publike reprehenſions and aduertiſments 3 
from theminiſterie of the Word, althoughthey be as ſo ma- 
ny loud cryes ſounding in his cares, to awake him out of the 
dead ſlumber of hypocrifie; hee either interprets to proceed 
from ſome particular malice, or indiſcreet heate ; and fo 
paſſes themouer with a bitter and peremptoric cenſure : or 
elſe out of the pride of his heart hee poſteth them ouer from 
himſelfe, as not infamous or notorious in the worlds opi- 
nion, and transferres them ypon the open finners; being aſ- 
ſured that in the iudgement of others, whom hee blindes 
and deludes by his Art of Seeming, they belong not to 
him. 
| Fourthly,he is iuſtly obnoxious to an extraordinarie mea- | 4 
' ſure of Gods hatred and indignation, For euery ingeruous 

man out of the grounds of moralitic,holderh in greateſt. de- 

teſtation a doubling and difſembling companion; as a fel- 

low of extreme baſcneſſeand ſeruilitie, moſt vnworthie to 

be entertained either into his inward affections and appro- 
bation, 
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bation, or outward ſeruices and imployments; how much 
morethe God of heaucn and earth, who ſeeth cleerely into | 
theinmoſt cloſer of the heart? For hell and deſtruRtion are | 
before the Lord, how much more the hearts of the ſonnes of 
men? I fay,how much more muſt hee needs double his infi- 

nite hatred of fin againſt the double iniquitic of hypocriſie? 
how muſt his foule abhorre that wretched creature, which 
beares the world in hand, and makes a ſhew vnto men, that | 
he ſtands for God and his honour and ſeruice; but indeed is | 
a cloſe faRtor for Satan, his owne pleaſures and the powers | 
of darkneſſe? And as the hypocrite is ſubie& ro Gods extra-| 
ordinarie hatred ; ſo is he liable to an extraordinarie weight | 
of vengeance : For when the wrath ofthe Lord is once un- | 
kindled againſt him,jt is poured our like fire,and burnes euen | 
to the bottome of hell. His feare commerth like an horrible 
deſolation, and his deſtruCtion like a whirlewinde. Terrors 
ſhall take him as waters, and a tempeſt ſhall carrie him 
away by night: And ſo certaine are theſe plagues, that as 
though the hypocrite were alreadie turned into a Diuell, or 
intothe very fierie lake, it is ſaid in the Goſpell, of other ſin- 
ners, that they ſhall haue their portion with the hypocrite, 
where ſhall be weeping and nciing of teeth, 

Good Lord, itis ſtrange and fearefull, that ſo noble and 
excellent a creature as man, endued with reaſon and ynder- 
ſtanding like an Angell of God; hauing(befides the pre- 
tiouſnes of the holic booke of God) thole great and vniuer- 
fall motiues, the immortalitie of the ſoule, the reſurretion 
of the dead,the boyes of the kingdome of heauen, the endleſſe 
pu” of the wicked, which except he be a damned Atheiſt, 

ee doth certainlie belecue; and whereas hee might live on 
earth with vnconquerable comfort, and ſhine hereafter as 
the brightneſle of the firmament; be a companion of Saints 
and Angels, and ſtand inthe glorious preſence of the high- 
eſt Maieſtie for euer and euer : yet for all this will cuen wil- 
fullic againſt the light of his conſcience, and withthe cer. 
taine knowledge of his heart, by his groſle hypocrifie, ſe- 


cret abominations and yncleannes, priuic praRtiſes for ſome 


wretched 
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wretched pleaſures and p—_— make himſelfe in the 

eyes of God (howſocuer he deceiue men ) a very incarnate 

divell ypon earth; 2nd after this life, iuſtly heape vpon his 

body and ſoule all the horrors and deſpaires, tortures and 
lagues, which a created nature is capable of! 

Oh that the hypocrite would conſider theſe things in 
time, leſt the wrath and herie icalouſfie of the Lord breake 
forth ypon him ſuddenly and incuitably, like ſorrowes vpon 
a woman in trauell, and :care him in »ieces when there bee 
none that can deliuerhim ! Well may hee carrie the matter 
ſmoothly for a time, and by his iugling diffimulation caft a 
'miſt about him, and inwrap himſelfe in darkneſſe from the 
eyeofthe world; yet let him know, thatin the meanetime 
his ſinnes are writing by the hand of Gods iuftice, with the 
point of a Diamond, inthe regiſter of his conſcience. And 
when their number and mcaſure is 2zccompliſhed, the Lord 
{will come againſt him even with whole armics of plagues 

'and vengeance,as againſt the moſt hatecull obiect of his re- 
9900 ging iuſtice;the moſt baſe and ynnaturall Oppoſite to ſo 
pure a Maieſty; and the moſt notorious and a in-| 
ſtrument of Satans deepeſt malice, 

This kinde of hypocrite belongs not to my preſent pur- 
poſe; and therefore I leaue him (without fad and timely 
repentance, to ſome ſtrange and markable iudgement euen 
inthis life: Or ifhe paſſe theſe few dayes honorably and pro- 
ſperouſly (as it is many times the lot of the wicked), let him 
expe& vpon his deaths-bed the fiery darts of Satan empoy- 


| 


ſoned with helliſh malice and cruelty,to bee faſtened dee ly 
in his ſoule;and ſuchpangs and anguiſh of conſcience, that 
will poſleſſe him of hell before hank Or if hee depart out of 
his world without ſenſe of his finne, or elſe at the beſt, with 
ſome formall and perfunRorie ſhew' of penitencic; yet let 
his heart tremble for the feares that it ſhall feare at the great 
and terrible day of the Lord:when the vizard of his hypo- 
crifie ſhall certainly bepulled off his face; and hee aſhamed 
[and confounded in the preſence of the bleſſed Trinity, of 
Angels, and all the men that cuer were; and irrecouerably 
| | H abandoned 
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abandoned from the face of God, and from the fruition of; 
his ioyes,to the moſt conſuming flame of the fire of hell, and 
the lothſomeſt dungeon of the bortomleſle pit, | 

The third kinde of hypocriſie is formall hypocrifie, by 
which a man doth not onely decciue others with a ſhew of 
'picty and outward forme of religion; bur alſo his owne 

heart with afalſe conceit and perſwafion thathe isin a hap- 
(pie ſtate, when as in truth his {oule was neuer yer ſeaſoned | 
; with {auing grace,and the power of rehgion. AndI beſeech | 
[you marke me in this point : 1t 1s of greateſt conſequence to | 
cuery one for a ſound triall and examination of the ſtate of 
his conlcience, whether he yet liue the life of God, and ſtand | 
in the ſtate of grace, or lie enthralled in the fetters and ſlaue- | 
ric of fin and Satan.For herein I muſt tell you, how far aman | 
may procced in ourward profeſſion of the truth, in ſuper- | 
naturall decreaſe of finfulneſle, in ſome kinds and meaſure | 
of inward graces, and yet come vtterly ſhort of true happi- 
neſſe; and without an addition of the truth of regeneration | 
and a ſound conuerſion,ſhall be cut off for euer from all hope | 
of immortality, and ſhall neuer becable to ſtand firme and 
ſure in the day of the Lord eſus, | 
| Foramore per{picuous explication of this point, conceiue | 
' with me thoſe perteCtions, which may befall a man as yet vn- 
regenerate andinthe ſtate of damnation. 

We may ſuppoſe in him; firſt, all thoſe gifts which the 
poſſibility of nature can conferre vpon him, all ornaments 
of Arts and knowledge,of wiſedome and policy : not onely 
that which is purchaled by pemecr aging ov fo and im- 
\ployment in points of State; bur alſo the ſpirit of gouern- 
[ment, as Sa#/ had. Tothele weemay adde,gentleneſſe and 
| fairneſſe of conditions, an exaCtneſle of ciuill honeſty and 
morall iuſtice, immunity from grofſe and infamous fines. 

And thus farre the Heathens may goe : And thus far we pro- 
ceeded in our laſt Difcourſe, But in theſe times of Chriſtia- 
nity, a reprobate may goe farre further then euer the moſt 
innocent Heathen that cuer-liued could poſſibly ; though 
{ome of them were admirable for their milde and mercitull 
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diſpoſition, ſome for their vertuous {eueritie, ſome for inte- 


__ of life, ſome for conſtancie and reſolution in goodnes, 
ome for preferring the vnſpottednes of their life betore moſt 


exquiſit tortures.For?o all theſe he may adde a glorious pro- 
felſion of the Goſpell, a performance of all outward duties 
and exerciſes of religion,many workes of charitie and monu- 
ments of his rich magnificence. Nay,befides all this be' may 
be made partaker of ſome meaſure of inward illumination, of 
a ſhadow of true regeneration; there being no grace effectu- 
ally wrought in the taithfull, whereof a reſemblance may nor 
be found in the vnregenerate. This laſt point wil more cleare- 


ly appeare vnto you out of the 8 of Luke,and the6 tothe He- 


brewes. 
In the eighth of Luk, the hearer reſembled ynto the tony 
| Gu the formall hypocrite; who is there ſaid,to beleeue 
or atime,and therefore by the inward, though more general 
and inferiour working of the ſpirit, may haue a temporarie 
faith begot in him, In which faith we may conſider theſe de- 


grees., 


Firſt,he may bee endued with vnderſtanding and know- 
ledgein the word of God. 

He may be perſwaded that it is diuinely inſpired, and that 
it is moſt true, 

He may ſee clearely by the Law of God the grieuous in- 
tolerablenes of his ſins, and the heauic iudgements due ynto 
them, 

He may be amazed and terrified with fearetull horror, and 
remorſe of conſcience for his finnes, 

He may giue aſſent vnto the coltnant of grace in Chriſt,as 
moſt certaine and ſure; and may conceiue,that Chriſts merits 
are of an inualuable price, and a moſt pretious reſtoratiue to 
alanguiſhing ſoule. 

Hemay beperſwaded in a generalitie and confuſed man- 
ner,that the Lord will make good his couenant of grace vnto 


the members of his Church and that he will plentifully per- 


\  [formeallthe promiſes of happinefle vpon his children. 


He may be troubled in minde with grudgings and diſtra- 
H 2 ions, 
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ions, with reluctation and ſcruples before the commiſhon 
of fnr.e,out of the ſtrength of naturall conſcience, ſeconded 
with a leruile wokheaten of diuir.e vengeance, but eſpeci- 
ally illighined with ſome glummerints of this temporaric 
faith. Much a doe was there euen with Pe/ate,inward trouble 
andtergiucrſation,before he would be brought to gine iudg- 
ment on Chriſt, Herod was ſorry before he beheaded 7obr 
'Baytst, And theſe men,I hope, were farre ſhort of the per- 
feCtions attainable by the formall hypocrite. 

After a ſfinne committed, beſides the outward formes of hu- 
| miliation, by the power of this temporary faith, hee may bee 
' inwardly touched and afteCted with ſome kind and degree of 
repentance and ſorrow; I meane not onely that,which is a 
[preparatiue to deſpaire and helliſh horror, but which may 
{ometimes preuent temporall iudgements,asin «Achab, and) 
| with a lumbering and ſuperficiall quier, ſecure the conſci- 
ence for a time. And from this faith may ſpring fruites:Some 

kind and meaſure of hope,loue,paticnce,and other graces. Ir 
is ſaid inthe Euangelifts,that that hcarer(which wee call the 
formall hypocrite, receiues the word with ioy. Whence may 
be gathered : 
| Firſt,that with willingneſle and chearefulneſſe,he may ſub. 
mit himſelfe to the miniſtery of che Word. 
| With forwardnefle and ioyfulneſſe, he may follow and fre- 
quent Sermons, 

With a diſcourſe of the ſufferings of Chriſt, he may be mo- 
ued euenvnto teares for compaſſionate indignation; that ſo 
glorious and infinite innocencie ſhould be vext with al man. 
'ner of indignities and torments,for the groſle and wilfull im- ; 

pieties of finfull men, | 
| He may love andreuerence,giue countenance and patro- 
rage to the Miniſters, whom he heares with gladneſle. For it |: 
1s the nature of man,to be kindly and louingly afte&ted vnto 
him that brings bim a meſlage of ioy and comfort, 

He may elteeme the negligent, or no hearers of the word 
of God, as prophane and of ſeared conſctences : which doe 
| not onely abandon the necefſaric meanes of ſaluation, bur 

that 


_——— 
mm 


A Di of true happineſſe. = 
i{courſe of true happineſſe | 


that they may with more ſecurity and abſolutenc{ſereape in ' 
this life what ſenſual profit or pleaſure ſoeuer rize world veel. | 
deth,endeuour to baniſh and extinguiſh ali thought ang ao- | 
| tice of heauen or holineſlc. | 
The word of God by this temporary faith aud other gra- 

| ces may worke {uch a change in him,as is called the wn«l/eane | 
| ſpirits going ont of a man;Mat. 12.43. A flying fi om the pollu- | 
| tions of the world : 2.Pct.2.20. Awaſhing:2.Pct.2.22. And 
| may haue ſuch power vpon him,that he may do many things 
| thereafter. Hered is (aid to haze rewerenced lohn, to han 
| heard him gladly,and to haue done many things: Marke 6.20. 

To theſe for illuſtration, and becaule we are hereafter to 
conſider their differences from a true, entire and yniuerſall 
ſanCtification;we may adde thoſe fiue degrees incident to the 
reprobate : Heb.6. 

Firſt,he may be illightned in his vnderſtanding, with ſome 
glimpſes of heauenly light. 

Secondly,he may haue ſome taſte in the heart ofthe hea- 
uenly gift. 
Thirdly, he may be made partaker ofthe holy Ghoſt, the 


—_ 


author and fountaine of all graces, 

He may in ſome meaſure enioy the good word of God,the 
| glorious inftrument of the conuerfion of ſoules. | 
| Hemay haue ſome taſte and feeling cuen ofthe powers of | 
' the world to come. 
| Nay,and beſides all theſe,that which nailes him faſt vnto 
 formalitie, and makes him with contentment to walke ina 


 plodding courſe of outward profeſſion, is a perfwaſion that | 


| heis already in the way of life, when as yet heneuer entred, | | 


'no not the very firſt ſtep vnto it. For indeed hemay bee per- | 
| \waded (though from falſe and miſtaken grounds)that he is 
| rich in heauenly things, and hath need of nothing; and that | 
| heis already pofleſſed of the —_— of grace,and intituled | 
tothe Kingdome of glorie; and yet bee moſt wretched and 
miſerable,and poore,and blind,and naked. His ſtate in this 
caſe being not vnlike the dreame of a poore or hungry man, 
{ which inks ſleepe filleth himlelie with yacietie of dainties, 
H 7 Or | 
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or tumbles himſelf amid his rich treaſures and heapes of gold: | 
' but when he awaketh, behold, hee is faint, his ſoule longeth, 
and he embraceth nothing but emptineſle and aire ; yea,and 
beſides, the very imaginarie fruition of his ſuppoſed happi- 
nefſe, when heis awaked,encreaferh his languiſhing,and dou- | 
bles the ſenſe of his necefſities. Euen fo the formall hypo-: 
crite in this lite dreames of much comfort to come, makes {ure 
of heauen,thinks himſelte the onely man, his «/79»oc Loxeiag, as | 
the Apoſlle calles it, his forme of godlinefſe in his conceit,is 
the onely true ſtate of faluation ; whatſocuer is ſhort of him, \. 
' isprophaneſſe; whatſocuer is aboue himis preciſenes. Bur 
' when vpon his deaths-bed he awaketh,and hath his conſci- 
gence illightned,and his particular finnes reuealed ynto him,in 
ſtead of catching a crowne of glory, which he hath vainely 
| poſleſt in his hopefull ſecuritie,he graſpeth nothing but feare 
| and amazement, anguiſh and ſorrow. Yea,and now his for- 
; mer falſeperſwafion of his happie ſtate enlargeth the gulfe of 
| his de{paire,and makes him more ſenſible of his preſent and 
' vnexpected mileries, 
| Giuemeleaue,Tbeſcech you,toenlarge this point, and to 
- acquaint you with ſome reaſons of this | wan” py For a| 
ate of grace, is a 
| barre that keepes thouſands from the ſtate of grace indeed. 
| The geodSpirit of God(you know)doth perſwade euery 
| regenerate man by a ſweet and ſilent inſpiration,out of a con- 
 fideration of an yniuerſall change and fanRtification,and pre- 
ſent finceritiein all the powers and parts of his ſoule and bo- 
| dy,and calling,that he is moſt certainely in the ſtate of grace, 
and heire of heaueni. Whence ſpring perpetually whole Ri- 
; uers of ynſpeakeable. comfort, that moſt then refreſh his 
| foule,when he is neereſt to be ouerwhelmed of the maine O= 
| cean of the worlds bitterneſſe and preflures, 
{ Inalying reſemblance to this facred worke of the holy 
Ghoſt in the hearts of Gods children, Satan, leſt he be wan- 
ting to his, puts on the glorie of an Angell of light; and infi- 
nuateth into the imagination of the formall hypocrite ſome 
flaſhes of comfort and conceits that hee is in Rate of grace, 
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and ſhall be ſaued.Whence iſſues a curſed ſecurity,a wretch- 

cd appoſition to more fincerity then hee findes in himſelte, 
| a ſlumber and benummedneſle of conſcience, an impatien- 
| cy ofhauing bis formality cenſured by the miniſtery of the | 
| word; aneglect of a more ſound ſearch into the ſtate of his | 
| foule. For Satan (in his Angelicall forme) tels him, that more | 
; trictnefle and purity is but onely a proud hypocrifie and | 
| pretence of ſuch as affect a tran{cendencie aboue the ordina- | 
| ry degrees of holineſſe;and bids him take heed of being too | 


' 


buſic and pragmarticall in taking notice of euery ſmall cor- | 
ruption and infirmity : for tendernefle of conſcience, and a 
too nice apprehenſiueneſle of euery little fin, will vncomfor- | 
tably-cnchaine him tro Melancholy, Vnſociableneſle, and | 
ſome degrees of deſpaire. And howſocuer (faith Satan)ſome | 
Preachers of preciſer humour,out of their ynhallowed zeale 
and cenſorious auſterity, breathe out nothing againſt thee 
bur fire and brimſtone, indignation and wrath, damnation. 
pe horror ; yet take not theſe things to heart, but let ſuch | 


peremptory comminations paſle as malicious thunder-bolts, | 
diſcharged from too hiery _ begot by'indiſcreet heate, | 

| and directedto priuate ends 

| peace, peace vnto his foule;when ( God knowes) there is no | 
eace towards, but noiſe, and tumbling of garments in ! 

blood, and burning and deuouring of fire. The conſcience 


indeed may be aſlcepe for a while, like a fierce wild beaſt ga- 


of God,at the approch of ficknes or death,may more impla- 


before,that the = of God aſſures his children that they 


are in the tate of grace,out of a conſideration of an vniuerſall 


ther reaſons,which T concciue to be ſuch as theſe : 


ſtate is good, when he compares himſelfe with thoſe which 
are more. fintull : as Murtherers, Adulterers, Drunkards , 


Firſt,the formall hypocrite is notably confirmed that his | 


- Thus this wilie ſerpent cries, | 


thering vigour and puiſſance,that being awaked by the hand | 


cably rend,deuoure and torment for cuer, | 
But I come to the grounds of this perſwaſion, I told yce | 


| 
| 


' inceritie in all their waies. But Satan for his children hath o- 


Prophaners of the Sabbath, Vſurers, Swearers, Liers, Ic- 


| 
| ſters | 
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ers out ofthe word of God,and fellowes of ſuch notorious 
ranke. But if (beſides the diſclaiming of theſe, his conſcience 
be able to informe him of his ciuill honeſty, externall iuſtice, 
| ſome workes of charity, &c. Why then,thematter is put our 
' ofall controuerſic, and hee preſently canonized a Saintin 
| his owne conceit. You may lee his picture in the eighteenth 
of Luke : O God, I thauke thee, that I am mot as other men 
are,extortioners,vnin/t,adalterers,or as this Pablican,There 
is his exemption from common prophaneſſe. 7 faſt rwice in 
the weeke, [ gine tithes of ail that I peſſeſſe. There is his out- 
ward iuſtice and religious ſolennities.But you muſt not con- 
ceiue that the formall hypocrite doth proclaime this inpub- | 
like, with ſuch groſle and palpable oftentation : Nay, (per- 
haps) when it ariſcth, hee lets it not reſt long in his owne 
thoughts,leſt by this vanity his vertues loſe their grace, and 
he his comfort.But certaine it is,a conſciouſneſle of his being 
free from infamous impictics, of his morall honeſty, perfor- 
mance of outward duties of rcligion, and ſome inward, in 
ſome meaſure (though not vniuerſally, nor to the degree of 
the children of God)is one of the beſt grounds hee hath for 
his aſſurance of being in ſtate of ſaluation. Parallel to this of 
Lake, isthar, Prou, 3o. verl, 12, There is a generation that 
are pure in their owne conceit, and yet are not waſhed from 
their filthineſſe.That is, they imagine their temper of religi- 
on,their pitch of holinefle,their formall Chriſtianity, to bee 
the very right path to heauen; when indeed they were neuer 
truly humbled with a ſenſe and fight of their fins out of the 
law and judgements of God. They were neuer acquainted 
with the pangs of conſcience in a new birth, orthe myſteries 
of faluation:bur within are full fallow bnnedacd bebe. 
warmeneſle,and much bitterneſle againſt true godlines and 
the power thereof. 

Theſecond reaſon whereby the formall hypocrite is mo- 
ued to chinke his ſtate to be good, and the way of his life to 
be right,isa oe pe which hee conceiues from the impu- 
tations which the world layeth ypon the children of God : 
ſuch as are Pride , Hypocrifie, fingularity, Melancholie, 


Simplicity, 
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Simplicity and the like. Bur before I deſcend to theſe par- 
ticulars, giue mee leaue to propoſe vnto you the fountaine 


and ground of them, which I rake to bee that great and | 


eternall oppoſition which is naturally berwixt hght and 
darkneſlſe;the life of grace, and a death in finne ; finceritie 
and prophaneſſe; the children of God, and the wicked. 
Gods children, you know, in this world liue as ſheepe a- 
mong wolues, In the ftormie times of the Church, their 
perſecutors are indeed cuen wolues in the euening, for their 
inſatiable cruelty, and vnquenchable thirſt, in drinking vp 
the blood of the Saints : And in the Halcyon dayes and fai- 
reſt times of the Church, yet they haue thoſe which will bee 
prickes in their eyes, and thornes in their fides, If they can- 
not yexe them in a higher degree, yet they will bee ſure to 
lay on loade with bate indignities, diſgraces, {landers, and 
lying imputations. And their hatred is of that ſtrange na- 
ture and qualitie, that it is diſcharged euen againſt the 
goodneſle of the godly, their zeale, their forwardneſſe in 
religion,their faithfulneſſe in their calling, and rhe like, as a- 
gainſt it proper obie&. This is plaine in /eremie : [eremie 
neither borrowed on vſurie, nor lent on yſurie; hee was free 
from all colour of giuing offence, or doing wrong : Nay, his 

acious heart was ſo wholly melted in compaſſion, that hee 
wiſhed that his head were full of warter, and his eyes a foun- 
taine of teares, that hee might weepe day and night for the 
deſtrutions of his people, And yet of that people euery one 


Chap.rs. 
10. 


contended againſt him; there was not a man bur hee curſed 
him. The onely reaſon was, becauſe whatſocuer the Lord 
ſaid, that hee faithfully ſpoke, and kept nothing backe, but 
ſhewed them all the counſell of God. Itis yet more plaine in 
Daxid, Plalm.38.20. They alſo that reward enill for good, 
| are mine adnerſaries, becanſe I follow gooduneſſe. The word 
there in the originall infinuateth ſuch an extreame and dead- 
ly hatred,that from thence comes the Diuels name, Scan. 
So that howſocuer this enmitie berwixt the world and the] 
children of light, be times bridled by the reſtraining 


cu 


ſpirit of God, ſometimes by the ingenuouſneſſe of the _ 
I k 
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ked,or their morall yertue or policie, or ſome by-reſpeR, or 
by accident bee turned into loue ; becauſe by the preſence 
and prayers of the _ they many times eſcape iudge- 
ments, and receiue bleſſings. Yet I ſay, howſocuer it bee 
thus bridled, in it ſelfe it is more then ordinary or naturall, 
and hath in it ſome degree and mixture of helliſh yirulencie. 
Ordinary hatred expires inthe downe-fall of his aduerſaric : 
Nay,any one of generous fnind (our of the intereſt hee cha- 


Hights againſt it. For beſides that, this fieric dart is deeply 


lengeth in the common ſtate of humanity) will commiſerate, 
the diſtreſſe and affliction cuen of his greateſt and baſeſt e- 
nemie; but much more of one of noble ſpirit and eminent 
worth, and more then that, of one that hath followed him 
with all offices of kindnefle and loue : yet the flame of this 
hatred is ſo fierce and fo ſet on fire by hell, that itis not ex- 
tinguiſhed cuen with the blood of his ſuppoſed Oppoſite, | 
but barbarouſly ſports in his miſeries, and with inſolencie 
tramples vpon his deſolations. This appeareth cleerly in the 
example of David,Plal.35.15.But in mine adwerſity they re- 
ionced,& gathered themſelnes together : the abietts aſſembled 
themſelues againſt me,and | knew not;they tare me and ceaſed 
wot, Who without indignation can thinke ypon theſe leaud | 
companions,and baſe drunkards, that with the falſe ſcoffers 
at bankers =_ their teeth,and cruelly inſulted over the 
miſery and diſgrace of that man,that was a man after Gods 
owne heart,o my excellency, and ſo kindly affe- 
Qed towards them, that when they were ſicke, hee clothed 
himſelfe with a ſacke,he humbled his ſoule with faſting, and 
mourned as one that mourneth for his mother ? You ſee then 
the fountaine both of the greater flouds of bloody perſecuti- 
ons, and the lefler ftreames of inferiour vexations ; as ſlan- 
ders, railings, and falſe imputations. To ſome particulars 
whereof I now come : 

Firſt for Pride. It is moſt certaine that Pride truly ſocal- 


led, is the moſt peſtilent and incompatible Oppoſite that 
Grace hath : and therefore he that is moſt ſanctified, moſt 


impoyſoned in our corruptednature, Satan knowes out of 


| 


his 
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his own experience how to manage it withnotable cunnin S 
and he followes this weapon with ſuch cagernes and conti- 


tabours with might and maine to faſten ſome fplinter-or 0- 
ther,cuen in the Fule humbled for fin, and vowed vnto the 
ſeruice of God,as I rold you inthe firſt part of priuie hypo- 
crifie. But I appeale vnto the conſciences of the children of 
God, whether many times the world doth not ——_— that 
to be pride in their aCtions & carriage, which is nothing elſe 
but a gratious freedome of ſpirit, arifing from a conſciouſnes 
of their innocency and independencie; whereby they are in- 
abled to ftand with courage againſt corruptions and the fins 
of the time,to follow good cauſes with boldnefle, with reſo- 
lution to defend a knowne and warrantabletruth,and indeed 
to preferre the ſaluation of their ſoules, beforethe gaining of 
the whole world. Innocency makes them as bold as Lions: 
The wicked flee when none purſueth ; but the righteows are 
bold as a Liew : And their warrantis out of Ifai. 51 . verſ.7.8, 
— wnto me ye that know righteouſneſſe, the people in 
whoſe heart is my Law. Feare ye not the reproch of men, nei- 
| ther be ye afraid of their rebukes, For the moath ſhall cate thi 
| vp ihe a garment, and the worme ſhalleate them like wool! : 
| but my righteonſneſſe ſhall be for ener,and my ſaluation from 
generation to generation, Independencic holds their hearts 
 ypright inall their actions, that they are neither ſwaid awry 
by partialities, or ſ&cret relations to wrong ends. I meane 
not independenciein reſpett of lawes, R—_—_ autho- 
rity,charity,vnity with the Church, or the like, I meaneno 
ſuch independency : but in reſpect of baſeneſle,flattery, cor- 
 ruption,temporizing, indirect proſecution of their honours. 
and preferments,&c. which are fetters of Satan, by which he | 
| a many to a wretched {lauerie cuen in this life, and: 
(without repentance)to endlefle miſery hereafter. 
Secondly,hypocrifie is many times by the world vniuſtly 
laid vnto the 7 <> of the children of God, Dazid had his 
tull portion in this imputation,as appearethin many Plalms. 
The cauſes for this time I conceiue to be two : 


I 2 The | 


= 


dence,that after itis broken ypon the ſhield of faith, yer hee |* 


Pro.38,r, 


ol 


— 
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l The firſt may bee ſuſpiciouſneſſe, an argument euer of 
worthleſneſſe and impotencice. For inſufficiencie is moſt / 1 
prehenfiue and ſuſpicious. I know there is a godly icalouſie, 
| andajcalouſie of ſtate; but I meave that ſuſpition which is 
oppoſed as an extreame to that imperfe& vertue, the Mora- 
liſts call immunity from ſuſpition; by which a man doth caſt 
the worth, ations and affeftions of another in his owne 
mould,and thinks euery man obnoxions to all the infirmities 
he finds in himſelfe. Hence itis, thathe which indeed is truly 
an hypocrite,and neuer paſſed the perfe&tion of the Phariſie, 
doth moſt confidently bows the childe of God with that 
name:hoping thereby to giue ſome poore fatisfation to his 
owne = 2 Ang would gladly reft in a formality;and no- 
ticeto the world, that howſoeuer there may be prerences,yet 
indeed there is none better then himſelfe. 
2 The ſecond cauſe is a difabilitie, and blindnefle in the na- 
turall man of diſcerning and acknowledging the operations 
of grace, For let a man bee otherwiſe neuer ſo eminently or 
vniuerſally qualified; yet without the experience of the pow- 
er of godlineſſe ypon his owne ſoule,he cannot ſee, hee will 
not bee perſwaded of the ations of grace in another man; 
and therefore interprets them to be nothing but hypocriſie, 
and onely pretended, yaine-gloriouſly to gaine an opinion of 
more then ordinarie pictie. What the conceit of an vnrege- 
nerate man is of the ſtate of grace, is plaine out of the confe- 
rence of our bleſſed Sauiour and Nicodemu, Nicodemnus was 
a greatRabbi in Iſrael, a famous Door in the Law and the 
Prophets, in which no doubt he had many times read the do. 
Erine of regeneration : yet when he comes to bee examined 
of the power and practice ofit, he holds the new birth(with- 
out which no man can euer ſee God) to bee as impoſſible, as 
for anold man to returne into his mothers wombe and be 
borne againe, Euen ſuch is the iudgement of others in his 
Rate, of the fruites,effets and courſe of ſanRification. And 
therefore I maruell that any child of God wil affli&t his ſoule, 
hang downe the head, or remit on ior of his zeale in good- 
{ nefſe for vniuſt cenſures in this kind : fith hee knowes that 
| naturall 
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naturall men though neuer ſo wiſe, ſo learned, or glorious 
in the world, want ſpiritual! taſte, and therefore cannot rel- 
liſh the fruits of the {piritz 2re blind and cannot ſee or indge 
of the light of grace, arc in darkenefſe and cannot compre- 
hend it. 

Thirdly, the formal! hypocrite doth ſettle himſelfe with 
more reſoluednefſe in his opinion of being in ftate of grace, 
when hee ſees the world account the children of God but a 
companie of fellowes, who, out of a proud ſingularitie,di- 
uide themſelues from the common faſhions and cuſtomes 
of the world; not conſidering, that if euer he meane ro ſaue 
his ſoule, he muſt be ſingular too in holineſſe and ſanRifica- 
tion (for I meane not in vnwarrantable opinion,or ſeparati- 
on from the Church), Except his righteouſneſſe exceed the 
righteouſnefſe of the Scribes and Pharifies, what fingular 
thing doth hee ? that is, except to his ciuill honeſtie and out- 
ward performance of religious duties, there bee added a 
fingularitie of ſauing grace;and except befides all other orna- 
ments of mind, if it were poſſible, poſſeſt in fullperfeQion, 
there be yet moreouer inſpired that bleſſed and precious vi- 
gor that quickens him to eternall life, he cannot enter into 
the Kingdome of heaven. 

This note of fingularitic hath in all ages been imputed to 
thoſe, that with a good conſcience hauclaboured to keepe 
themſelues blamelefſe and pure in the midſt of a naughtie 
and crooked generation. Bebe/d(faith /ſaiab,chap.8.ver.18.) 
[ and the children whom the Lord hath ginen me, are as /ignes 
| and wonders in /ſracl, by the Lord of Hofts,which dwelleth in 
mount Sion. It had been no wonder had they been onely as 
fignes and wonders amongſt the enemies of God, and na- 
tions of vncircumcifion; bur that they ſhould be fignes and 
wonders in Ifrael ! God had choſen him but one little vine- 
yard among(tall the ſpatious forreſts of the earth; cut of the 
glory of all the Kingdomes of the world he had choſen him 

ut one handfull Ky people; and yetin that vineyard, his 
faithfull Ones are bur as the berries after the ſhaking of an 


Oliue tree,two or three inthe top of the vtmoſt boughs, and 
I 3 foure 
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foure or fiuc in the high branches. In that little people, his 
children are bur as the firſt fruites : ſo that euenin Iſrael they 
are become as monſters and ſpeCtacles of amazement, Then 
| ſoitis indeed,that a man drawae out of the darkenefle of this 
world,and illightned with grace, is like a ftarre new created 
in the skie, that drawes all the world to gaze vpon it. Nay, 
and he draws not only the cies of men vpon him, bur is an cie-| . 
fore vnto them, For thus ſpeaketh the wicked of the righte- 
ousman; Wiſd.2.15.16. 1t grieweth vs alſo to looks vpon 
him,for his life ts not like other mens : hu waies are of another 
faſhion. He counteth ws as baſlards,and he wthdraweth himg- 
ſelfe from onr waies as from filthineſſe; he commendeth great - 
ly the latter end of the inſt, and boaſteth that God t hu father, 
Fourthly, the formall hypocrite is well pleaſed with his 
preſent ſtate, and very vnwilling to embrace more forward- 
neſſe; becauſe it is commonly thought, that the ſtate ofa 
true Chriſtian indeed, is a life full of vncomfortableneſle, 
melancholy,auſteritie and ſadnefſe. The heart of man is na- 
turally greedy of ioy and contentment, and is either weake- 
ly or ttrongly refreſhed,according to the vanitie or ſoundnes, 
of the comfort in which it repoleth, burir muſt cither enioy 
it in ſome kind and meaſure, or it will waſte and conſume it 
ſelfe. Hence it is,that thoſe who want inward and ſpirituall 
ioy,ariling from the teltimonie of a good conſcience, from 
an aſſurance of remiſſion of their ſinnes and the fauour of 
God,hunt after werldly contentments. and carnall ioyes, At 
home in their owne hearts they find little comfort, rather 
much terrour if their conſciences awake; and therefore they 
ſeeketo refreſh themſeclues amid their treaſures, honours and 
ſports ; asPlaies, in Tauernes, with merric companie, and 

' many other ſuch miſerable comforters; nay, therked rather 
be neceſlarily imploied then ſolitarie, not fo much to auoide 
idlenefle as bitings of conſcience. Yea,ſome had rather ceaſe 
to be men, then that thcir conſciences ſhould awake ypon 
themzand therefore they labour to keepe it aſleepe, and to 
drowne ſorrow for finne, with pouring-in offirong drinke. 
| But let them looke ynto it,though it goe downe pleaſant/y;yer | 
| | ſecretly | 
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'ecretly and inſenſibly ir trengrhens the rage, and ſharpens 
the Rin of the ———_ that neuer dies, axainſ the day of 
cheir rſkicn ; for in the end({aith * Salowon)it will bite like 
4 Serpent,a=d hurt likg a Coctatrice, 

This outward and worldly ioy, becauſe the children of 
God doe not purſue ; becauſe they will not relie vpon 
thoſe broken (taues of reed, they are efteemed the onely 
melancholike and diſcontented men. Burt I maruell when,or 
with what eyes the worldlings look yponthe faithfull Chri- 

ſtian! 

It may be, while heis yet inthe ſore trauell of his new- 

birth, and humbled vnder the mighty hand of God with af- 

fliftion of conſcience for his ſin.It ſo,then they ſhould know 

that men muſt mourne for their ſinnes, as one that mourneth 

for his onely ſonne : and be ſory for them, as one isſory for 

the death of his firſt borne. There muſt bee irthem a grear 

mourning as the mourning of Hadadrimmon,in the yalley of 
Megiddon:as itis Zach.12.11. And this ſorrow is ableſſed 

ſorrow,for it brings forth immortality. And either them- 

ſelues muſt haue apart in it,or they ſhall neuer be madepar- 

takers of the fulnes of ioy at Gods right hand. What though 

the child of God lie for a night in the darkneſſtof ſorrow 

and weeping for his ſinnes ? marke a while, and the day will 

dawne, and a day-ſtarre wil ariſe in his heart, that\will neuer 

ſer ynrill it hath conducted him vnto the light, that no man 

can attaine ynto : The ſunne of righteouſneſſe will preſently 

appeare,and will dry away his teares, and with eucrlaſting 

light will ſhine vpon him for cuermore. 

Bur it may be the worldlings take notice euen of the 

whole courſe and beſt ſtate of the child of God, and yet can 

ſee nothing therein but vncomfortable ſtrifneſſe, and fad 

auſterity, But then I muſt tell them they looke onely vpon 
him with carnall eyes,and deceiue them({Flues : for ſo indeed 
he doth not appeare a boyſterous Nymred,or difſolute Ruf- 
fler,amid the vanities and delicacies of the world; thatis for 
Satans reuellers, who haue ſmiling countenances, but blee- 
ding conſciences ; glorious ar An within nothing but 
rottenneſſe 


— ts. 


| 
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rottenneſſe and prophaneſſe, much laughing when the 
heart is ſorro » Butif were able with illightened 

esto pierce into the inward parts of Gods childe, they 
Mould ſee within, hope already —_— ypon the ivyes of 
eternity : they ſhould ſee faith holding faſt the writings, by 
which the kingdome of heauen is conueied vnto his ſoule, 
ſealed with the pretious blood of the Sonne of God; thar 
not man nor diuell is able to wreſt out of it hand: They 
ſhould ſee the white tone mentioned in the Reuelation , 
wherin there is a new name written, which no man knoweth 
fauing be that receiueth it, Whence ſpringeth ſuch a Rirong 
——_— and high reſolution in the affaires of heauen, that no 
ſword of the Tyrant, no flame of cruelty, nor the combinati- 
on of heauen and earth ſhall ever be able to amaze, abate or 


extinguiſh, 

Filhly , the formall hypocrite doth more confidently 
continue in a {elfe-liking of his owneftate, though the ſtate 
of ynregeneration ; becauſe hee ſceth thoſe that ( beſides his 
outward forme of religion)are indued with an inward: and 
 vnfained fincerity in Fi their waies,to be reputed bur as the 
of-ſcouring of. all things, ths fimple fellowes and preciſe 
fooles of the world.They haue indeed been ſo accounted in 
all ages. For the hearts of wicked men being ſuft with pro- 
phaneſſe and earthly pleaſures, being ſwelled with ambi- 
tion and worldly wiſedome, eaſily bring foorth pride and 
contempt : And therefore they looke a farre off at the chil- 
dren of God,as at fellowes of baſe aud negletted condition, | 
of low ſpirits,of humble reſolutions, of weake minds, vnable 
to manage affaires and occurrents for their preferments, of 
no dexterity to plant themſclues in the face and glory of 
the world; when (God knowes)if they could be perſwaded 
that there were no heauen but vpon earth; and that the po- 
wer and exerciſe of godlinefſe werenothing but an ynneceſ- 
fry preciſeneſle; it they would enlarge their conſciences 
'proportionably to the vaſt gulfe of the times corruptions 
if they durſt make a couenant with death, and an avorcement 


with hell, and put the cuill day farre from them; {ure they 


might 


__ — 


| . beſide the ſtars of God,yet they muſt downe, they have but 
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might our-ſtep many of theſe great Ones in their Proie&ts of 
policic,and the precedencies of the world:burt fith they can- 
not, they dare not, they will neuer by the grace of God bee 
{o Sadad: they are well content with their continuall 
feaſt, a good conſcience; while the others are fatted with, 
their wine and their corne and their oyle, againſt the day of 
flaughter. And then at that day they wil change their minds. 
For go,I beſeech you, into the ſanCuarie of the Lord, and 
ynderſtand their cnd ; they are now vpon the ſtage of this] 
world in their full glory; ber werethey 2s mighty as Leui- 
athan, as cruell as Dragons ; could they reare their honours 
to che height of the clouds, nay,aduance their thrones aboue 


one part to play,they muſt make their beds in the duſt; and 
then when they are once 4iiroabd of their greatneſſe and 
glory,and (tript naked of cheir honors and preferments, and 
without all mitigation by worldly comforts, left vnto the 
full rage of a ſtinging conſcience; then they change their 
note,and alter their indgements,and figh for griefe of mind, 
and ſay within themſelues : Theſe are they —_ we lome- 
time hadin derifion,and in a parable of reproch : wee fooles 
thought their life madneſle,and their ende without honour. 
How arethcy counted among the children of God,and their 
portion is among the Saints ! Therfore wee haue erred from 
the way of truth,and the light of righteouſnes hath not ſhi- 
nedvntovs,and the ſun of ynderſtanding roſe not vpon vs : 
we haue wearied our ſcluesin the way of wickednefle and 
deſtruCtion,and we haue gone thorow dangerous wayes:but 
we hauc not knowne the way of the Lord. 

Bur here by the way I muſt giue this caucat,leſt I bee mi- 
ſaken in this laſt point, or that which followes : I doe not 
diuide(by neceſſary and incuitable diuorce)greatnefſe and 

odlinefle,holinefſe and high places; God forbid : Tmake 
wixt themno other oppoſition then Davi4 doth in the 
73.Pſalme, himſelfe being moſt holy and moſt honourable. 
I rather infinitely defice to inflame the noble and worthie 


ſpirits of all thoſe whom the Lord hath aduanced in gifts,in 
i K greatneile, 


III. 


| | miſchicfe;and hereafter ſhall bee ſoundly paied home with | 
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greatneſſe,in honours,in gouernement or any kind of prece- 
dencie aboue their brethten, to a proportionable excellen. 
cie of zeale and ſanCtification. For certainely as power, poli- 
cy,authority being abuſed,and not ſanCtified to the owners, 
become in the meanetime ſtrong pillars for the ſupportin 

of the kingdome of darkenefle,peſtilent inſtruments of _ | 


an anſwerable degree of extraordinary vengeance, borrour 
and torment : ſo,great wiſdome, great knowledge, great ho- 
nours, being imploied impartially, reſolutely, and ynreſer- 
uedly, in Bliciting and furthering the cauſes of God, in | 
ſtrengthening the cold and langui ng ſtate of his religion, | 
in refceſhin g the hearts of his Saints, which ordinarily are OP= 
preſt and diſgraced by the cruelties ofprephane men,procure | 
in the meane time great honor to his great name, great good 
ynto his Church, great ioy vnto his Angels, great comfort 
ynto the ſoules of C ownets; and fairer & brighter crownes 
of glorieto their heads inthe world tocome. And ſoI come 
to the 

Third reaſon, whereby the formall hypocrite doth falſe- 
ly perſwade himſelfe to be in the ſtate of true happineſſe and 
{aluation : and that is an outward happineſle and ſucceſle in 
worldly matters,much plenty and vrofperitie in his outward 
ſtate, For thus he reaſons in his owne thoughts, and playes 
the cunning ſophiſter to deceiue his owne Fade The Lord, 
thinkes he with himſelfe, hath maruelouſly encreaſed me in 
riches and honours, he hath ſtrangely continued vnto me m 
health and hearts deſires : The ſecret influence of his bleſ- 
fing hath till followed and proſpered mee in all my bufi- 
neſles and aftaires; therefore Joh hee conclude,vndoubtedly 
I am protected from aboue, my ſtate is the ftate of grace, 
theſe many louing tauotlrs muſt needs argue, that I am in 
high fauour with God, and theſe outward bleflings are 
fignes that my ſeruices are fanCtified and accepted of him, 
Bur in the Schooles wee ſhould tell him, that this is a fallacy 
4 non-cauſa, For 111 outward happineſles are for ſpeciall rea- 
ſons, and by paricular indulgence more oftcn, and v 


: plencifully 


deſolation. 


| A Diſccurſe oftrue happineſſe. 
plentifully in this world vouchſafed to the wicked and pro- 
phane. This appeares Ter. 1 2.verſ.1.2.4#her-fore doth the way 


owſly tranſgreſſe ? Thou haſt planted them,and they hane taken 
roote : they grow and bring forth fruite, Mal. 3.15. Een they 
that worke wickedneſſe are ſet vp,and they that rempt God, yea 
they are delinered, lob 21.7. &c. 'Yherefore dee the wicked 
line and waxe o/d,and grow in wealth ? Their ſeode ts eſt abli- 
ſhed in their ſight with them, and their generation before their 
eyes, Their hoſes are peaceable,and the rod of God is not vp- 
on them, They ſend forth their children like ſheepe,and their 
ſons dance.They take the Tabret a»ud Harpe,and reionce in the 
ſound of the Organs.Let him therfore,that thus concludes the 
happineſle of his ſoule from his worldly proſperity,know and 
conſider,that as the end and reward ofhi godly and wicked 
is different in place and nature(the one being the higheſt hea- 
uens,and the higheſt aduancement of the ſoule to the fulneſle 
of glory and bliſſe ; the other the loweſt hell, and the very ex- 
tremity of the greateſt miſeries and vexations, which a crea- 
ted nature can poſſibly endure): So experience of all times 
teacheth vs,and heauenly iuſtice requires a contrary manner 
of paſſage and proceeding to theſe ends. 

The wicked in this world doe eafily runne vp without rub 
or interruption,many times with acclamation and applauſe, 
all the golden ap of honours and preferments; but vpon 
the higheſt ſtaire they finde the moſt ſlipperie ſtanding, and 
the top of their earthly felicitic is the moſt immediate and 
certaine deſcent vnto their greateſt downefall. They are roy- 
ally mounted heere vpon earth, and gallop ſwiftly ouer the 
faire and greene plaines of plentie and pleaſures ; but at the 
| end of their race they are ouerturned horſe and man, and 
tumbled headlong into the pit of deſtrution. They fairel 
glide quer the ſea of this world with full faile, with muc 
calmeneſſe and ſerenitie, and richly laden; burinthe brigh- 
teſt Sunſhine, and whenthey leaſt ſuſpeRit, they ſuddenly 
and without recoucrie,finke into the gulfe of darkeneſle and 
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But it is iuſt otherwiſe with the children of God, for they 
many times in this their pilgrimage, flicke faſt in themirie 
clay of pouertie and contempt; ſometimes they are incloled 
cuen in a horrible pit,as Daxid ſpeakes,of feare and terrour 
| of conſcience for their finnes. They are by the way compa- 
nionsto Dragons and Oltriches, they walke among rebels, 
'thornes and Scorpions, that rent and teare, and ſting them 
| with many oppreſſions and cruell flanders. Neither is the 
| danger in the way all; they haue perſecutors which are} 
| Cortfer then the Eagles of the heauen, who purſue and hunt 
'them vpon the mountaines cuen like Partridges ; and lurke 
'for them in the wildernefle, as thoſe that lie in waite for 

blood. Nay, yet beſides all theſe vexations from the world, 
the immediate malice of hell raiſeth many tempeſts of ten- 
ration againſt them, and ſometimes euen all the waues and 
floods of God himſelfe go ouer their heads. This is the way, 
the race, and the cuening of Gods children in this warld ; 
but ioy comes in the morning, their end is peace, their re- 
ward is a bright morning-ſtarre, their haucn is endleſſe hap- 
ineſſe and life eternall, 

The reaſons of this contrarie ſtate and condition of the 
wicked and godly in this life may be theſe. Firſt, for the floy. 
riſhing of the wicked. 

One reaſon may be,the notable cunning and policy of $a- 
tan,in plotting and contriving the proſperity of thoſe, whom 
he perceiues and hopes it will inſnare,& in whoſe harts it be= 
oers hardnes,pride,infolency,and forgetting of God, For we 
mult ynderſtand, that the diuell euer proportions his traines 
and tentations moſt exaCtly, cuen at a haires breadth, to 
the tempers,hunmors and diſpoſitions of men, Ifhe meer with | 
an ambitious and working ſpirit, he is well enough content | 
tolighten himthe way to hell with ſome ray or beame of 
all that great glory of the world which hee offered Chriſt, if 
hee will fall downe and worſhip him. Little cares he, ſo that 
hee may keepe amanfaft in his hold vntill the day of executi. 
on, whether in the meane time he lic ina lower dungeon of 
diſcontented retirednefſe, or in the golden. ftetters of ſome 
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more honorable {eruitude and glorious niſerie, If he meete 
with a baſe and earthly minded fellow, that preferres a little |. 
tranſitorie traſh before the pretiouſneſſe of iis owne ſoule, | 
and the laſting treaſures of immorralitie; why, he can ezſily | 
| wagons a golden wedge,and coſt in his way to inzich him ; 
ce can compaſle for him, though by bloody meanes and 

mercileſſe encloſure,a Naborhs vineyard to inlarge his poſ- 
| ſefſions.For all is one to him fo he keepe him his owne,whe- 
| ther by want and pouertie hee driue a man to impatiency, 
murmuring,and independency vpon the prouidence of God; 

or by heaping vpon him abundance of wealth, and filling 
him a full cup of temporall happineſſe, he caſt him into a 
deepeſleepe of carnall ecuritic,anda ſenſeleſneffe in all mat- 
ters of ſanRification and ſaluation. 

Bur whereas Satan hath found by much experience, that 
ſuch as are fenced with riches and honours, doe many times 
falſely aſſume vnto themſelues a conceit of greatneſle and 

raw Gr of protection, and immunitie from dangers ; ſo 
= they are more fearelefle of the wdgements of God, be- 
cauſe they are not plagued like other men; more careleſſe of 
ſtoring themſelues with ſpirituall comfort againſt the day of 
viſitation, becauſe they are in the meane time plentifully en- 
compaſſed with worldly contentments; more regardles and 
neglectiue of the miniftery of the word, becauſe they would 
| not willingly be tormented before their time; therefore, 1 
| fay,hee followes with more hope and better ſucceſſe this 
| tentation by proſperitie. And the rather,becauſe croſſes, af- 
| flictions and m1 accidents, are many times lively inftru- 
| tions and compullionsto bring a manto the knowledge of 
| God and himſelfe; to abandon all confidence in earthly 
| things, and to embrace the moſt comfortable and heauenly 
| ſtate of rue Chriſtians, Wherefore if any man be content to 
Rand for Satans kingdome, either by open and profeſt im- 
pietie, or by cloſe conueiances and ſecret praQtiſes and con- 
niuency;he will be ſure to prepare,incline and diſpoſe all oc- 
cafions,me:nes and circumſtances tor his aduancement into 
reputation with the world. And how potent beeis in theſe 
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caſes, you may conceiue, ith hee ſwaics the corruptions of 
\ the time, fith he rules and raignes in the hearts and affeRions | 
ofthe moſt men; and is euer the arch-plotter in all Simoni- | 
acall indire&,corrupt and vnconſcionable conſulrations and | 
; compacts. 

The ſecond reaſon of the flouriſhing of the wicked in this 
life,is their large and vnlimited conſciences:For ifa man once | 
haue ſo hardned his heart, by often gricuing the good ſpirit | 
of God,and repelling his holy motions; if hee haue once fo 
darkened the eie of his conſcience,by offering violenceto the 
| renderneſſe,and negleQing the checkes thereof, that hee can | 

now entertaine and digeſt without ſcruple or relutation, a- 
ny meanes, thoughneuer ſo indire&; any condition, though 
neuer ſo baſe ; any aduantage,though neuer ſo vnconſciona- 
ble or diſhonorable; it will be eafie enough for him to thrive 
inthe world and raiſe himſelfe. 

For what, I pray you, were not the Papiſts now able to do, 
who haue enlarged their eonſciences like hell; nay, they haue 
ſtretched them beyond the whole compaſle of all helliſh 
darkeneſſe, euen into a vault of their owne ; what, I ſay, 
were not they able to do, except they were countermanded 
by that irrefragable,eternall, and particular decree of God, 
that Babylon muſt now downe as irrecouerably,as the great 
milſtone in tke Rewelatien caſt with violence intothe ſea? 
Why certainely they were able by their policies & principles, 
not onelytore-eſtabliſh their former Antichriſtian tyrannie, 
butto caſtthe whole Chriſtian world, nay this and the other 
world,& the whole frame of nature into cumbuſtion, darke- 
neſſe and confuſion. And no maruell: for theſe fellowes con- 
ſciences can without remorſe digeſt euen the ſacred blood 
of Kings, and ſwallow downe with delight the ruines and 
deſolations of whole kingdomes. Their bloodie ſuperſtition 
hath ſo quite and fearefully extinguiſhr all ſenſe a 
honeſtie, and put outthe light of naturall equitie, and the 
common notions of right and wrong ; that they broch with 
bold faces the curſed poiſon of equiuocation, & diuels old 
impoſture'in Oracles, a very Rtraight paſſage to damned 
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Atheiſme, and the diſſolution of all humane ſociety ; that to 

them the breach of the lawes of God, of nature, and nations, 
is meritorious, and worthy canonization; if it ſerue any way 
tothe aduancement of their execrable idolatry, to the repai- 
ring of their decaying Babylon, and to reare their /talian /- 
doll,the Prieſt of Rome, yet a little higher aboue all that is 
called God, 

In this reſpe® then, that the wicked dare enlarge their 
conſciences tothe vtmoſt bounds of any pleaſure, gaine or | 
preferment, they haue great aduantage for the engrofling of | 
all worldly happineſle, and may cafily purchaſe a Monopoly 
of carthly prolperity.Out of this widenes of conſcience pro- 
ceed much mincing and excuſing, many interpretations, fa- 
uourable confiructions, and diftinQtions of finnes. As for 
example,that Vſurie is of two ſorts, biting, and toothleſle ; 
when all kind of Vlurie is peſtilent , and: moſt certainly 
damned in the booke of God. That Symonie is cither buy- 
ing the gifts of the holy Ghoſt, or buying Church-liuings ; 
as though this latter were not ſo f6ule and enormous, when 
itis able in ſhort time, to bring a curſe and confuſion vpon 
the moſt glorious and beſt ſerled Church in the world. That |- 
of lyes, {ome are. pernicious, ſome are officious, and for a 
greater good ; when as euen the learneder ſchool-men, who 
are far enough from preciſeneſle, hold euery kind of lie to be 
afin indiſpenſable; whe as A»ftin that worthy father & great 
diſputer,admits not alie for the faluation of a mans ſoule, 
which is far more worth thenthe whole world : Nay, when 
a man is not to tell a lie for the glory of God,as it appeareth, 
lob 13.then which there can be no greater good.Of Oathes, 
that ſome are greater and more bloody; ſome are leſſer, or- | 
dinary and more tolerable; -as though cuſtome and com- 
monneſle made theſe latter exculable, and vnpuniſhable; ' - 
when as the plague of God hangs continually ouer the head 
of what ſwearer ſocuer, ready cuery houre to ſeaze ypon 
him,and ſinke him downe into the bottome of hell. The 
fiymg booke of Gods curſe and vengeance ſhall enter into 
the houſe ofthe {wearer, and ſhall not onely cut him off,bur 
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ſhall conſume the very timber thereof, and the ſtones there- 
of.Neither doth this plague reſt within priuate walles, bur it 
waſtes the glory and proſperity of whole kingdomes. Be- 
| camſe ef Oathes(faith /eremie) the lard monrueth, and the 
pleaſant places of the wilderneſſe are dried wp : a if it were 
| poſſible that the breath of the ſwearer ſhould reach vnto the 
200694 would cuen ſtaine the glory of the ſtarres, and rot 
thoſe faire and immorrall bodies, it is infected with ſuch a 
canker and peſtilencie ; and ſo immediatly ſtrikes at the face 
of Almighty God. Many other ſuch leaud diftinCtions of 
fines there are,framed and followed by the ſenſuall, greedy | . 
and ambirious affetions of prophane men; that they may 
| more pleaſingly to themſelues, and more plauſibly to the 
world, compaſle their ends and defires. No maruell then 
though they haue the wicked world at will. 
; The third reaſon of the flourithing of the wicked, is, be- 
cauſe they are men of this world; and therefore they haue 
onely their portion and full felicity here. Their heauen is v 
on earth : their pleaſures in their life time with the rich man 
inthe Goſpell. For as the euerlaſting couenant of inward 
peace, grace and glory,is peculiarly confirmedto the children 
ofthe ſpirit : ſo many times in great meaſure the temporall 
comiles of outward happinefles are performed ypon the 
children of the fleſh.When God had eftabliſhed ypon Iſaac 
the everlaſting promiſes of loue,mercy and bleſſedneſſ : yet 
he was content to make /ſmae/ a great man ypon earth. Con- 
Gen.17. |cerning Iſmael(faith heto Abraham) 1 hane heard thee ; loe 
20, | [ hane bleſſed bry, and will make him fruitfull,and will multi- 
ply bim exceedingly. Twelve Princes ſhall be beget,and 1 will 
make a great Nation of bim, 
4 Fourthly and laſtly,the proſperity of the wicked makes 
them more inexcuſable,and their damnation more juſt be- 
fore the tribunall of God, For it is juſt with him to bring a 
greate: meafure of tribulation and anguiſh ypon them, in 
whom his many fauours and loting kindnefſes haue brought 
forth vnthankfulnes & rebellion:& that wrath is moſt iuſtly 


rerurned ypon'their heads, which by defpiſing the riches of 
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his bouncifulneſſe, and patience and fufferance, | leading 
them to le hope earn 


themſclues againſt the day of wrath, and of the declaration 
of theiuſt i of 
You haue heard the reaſons of the happineſle of the wic- 
kedin this life : but it is not ſo wich Gods children. Forthey 
muſt mourne in this vale of teares while the world reioy- 
'ceth. And as the wicked are fild and fatted with worldly 
happineſle and plentie, againſt the day of wrath : ſo Gods 
children muſt be prepared and firred with afflitions, for the 
| which ſhall be reuealed. They are ſhortly to become 
inhabitants of that great and glorious Citie, whoſe founda- | 
tions are pretious tones, whole gates are arites, whoſe 
ftreetes are pure gold, as the ſhining glaſle; muſt bee | 
companions of the bleſſed Angels, and and int preſence 
of that great and ſacred Maicſtic ; and therefore in this life 
they muſt be caſt into the Lords furnace, that in the fire of 
affliction they may bec more and more þ from carth- 
linefle 7 ———_ ; and ſo with and humilitie 
that high ney | 
toe, Let gully che os | 
atabeb which the Lord layeth 
bm: fr ey ry hm loin il hen Go | 


ſees his faith = ypon pratlentes tha 
world his pati conſtancie; himſclte the ſpots of his 


_ —_— grace, the breaches of his conſcience, 
Geer of his , his coldneſle in reli- | 
mos , bis fall from his firſt loue: So that by them, 
= is leaſe and glorified,others edified andinftructed, 
himſelfe umbled, —_ by repentance, and more ſan- 
Eihied. 

I haue ſtaicd long the third reaſon of the fotmall | 
hypocrites falſe mal of being in ſtate of grace-+ The | 
——— *= = __ of outward 
duties of religion, and worldly proſperitic meeting toge- 
cher in an ———— 
conccitof his the chile RAI gas | 
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perfetion. I come now to the on, 
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fe robeeintheſtae0 true happineſſe and ſaluation, and 


that is 
Amiſconcek of Gods uiſtice, and a training and —_— 
' of his mercie beyond his truth and promiſe : © makin 
 wayto heauen broader thenthe Scripture hath made rrp 
himſelfe more bleſſed ad jade mera is natu- 
rally empoyſoned with pride and therefore 
is bdydrewne keenil to wg cory edge che horrible vg 
nes of his ſinne; or that C caideg againſt it with ſuch 
| waight of vengeance is equall. Hence comes much indul- 
nce,and partiall wee of our owne finnes, tran 
them ypon allurements, occafions, circumſtances Zmeceſſitie| 
andthe like : much leflening and impairing Gody'tuftice, bur 
amplifying his mercies, cuen to the ſecurin rp rer: ret rn 
ble courſes. «Adew immediatly after his 
Re Ao hK wifey hols 6 biad in rtuall jd | 
of divine puritie,that rather then hee will crie gui will 
faſten the fault by conſequent \ God hi : The wo- 
wan, ſaith he, thou gaueſt to be with me, ſhe pane me 
the tres, and { did cate. So gladly would fi men 
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ſwadethemſechues, that either their ſinnes deſeruenot fo tri 
account and great judgements; orthat God doth exerciſe 
toomuch rigour in inflifting them. For out of their worldl 

wifedome they meaſure and eſteeme the vnſ; benno nf. 
nite Ocean ofthe iuſtice of God, by the yo ge thuddie and 
inperfeſt ſtreame of humane wſtice. Lawes and conſtituti-.| 
ons of ſtates and are bridles ro curbe and mode- 
rate our cortuption, that wee become ſociable and peacea- 
ble; burthey cue off onely from che Body politique by finall 
execution, © that are of notorious and deſperate condi- 
tion;ſuch as arc Therues, Murtherers, Traitors and the like. 
Avery proportiomble: conceit, I am perſwaded, of diuine 
tuſtice and comminations in the law of God, lurkes in the 
hearts of many; they thinke that thoſe finnes that ariſe ine- 
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uitably out of our corrupt nature, or that are committed by 
tentation , or that are lefſe pernicious, are, I know 
not how, naturally pardonable; and that if they be of the 
ciuiller ſort,if they be ourwardly comformable in their lives, 
and harbour good meanings and intentions -in prabenys 
igion, though they neuer trouble themſelues with more 
fri e,and a courle of ſanRification,yet they thinke chat 
EC Tr 
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note, fuch as are Swearers, Liers, Vhurers, Adulterers 
the like ſhall be excluded finally out of heauen.But I would 
haue theſe men know, that though the ſea of Gods mercie 
be botromleſſe, though the promiſes of grace be many and 
of all theſe gl —— o—_— go 

ous ; to any, 

Cote gs a” ranges, or Lenore 
{and burthen of his finnes;that is of a broken and contrite| 
hearr, that trembles at his word, thar vndiſſembledly ſor- 
rowes and repents for all his ſinnes, forſakes then, and re- 
fignes vp himſelfe in holie obedience to all his Commande. 
ments. I would haue them know,that he is as infinitely iuſt, 
tas hee is infinitely mercifull, and will as certainly poure all 
theplagues and curſes in his wu 30 eas or 


ner,as he will performe all his p of grace tothe faith- 
Lab werr'3 beech — 
bi ro 
nos him ſhort of the ſtate bc heren :When 
by ſome good motion of Gods ſpirit ſtirred vp in himbythe 
preaching of the word, he begins to ſer and himlſclfe 


to a fahQified vic and exerciſe of religion, and to a fairhfull, 

andconſtanr.courſcof true holineſſe indeede; he 

meets with a-ſore and ſtrong oppoſition by his owne in | 

ruprions, by tentations of Saran, and vexation from the 
; which hepercciuing,and being very ſenſible of ſuch 

udden' diſturbance from his former ſecuritic , ades 


Hiſt; charcht paſſags to grace is-not fo and boi- 
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ſerous; and therefore retires and repoſeth himſelfe his 
formall Chriſtianitie, as the beſt tate hee ſces any poſſibilitic 
| of attaining vnto. Bur if hee will ſaue his ſoule, hee muſt ac- 
knowledge and feele by his awne experience the truth of that 
faying of Iſai.g 9.15. Hee that refraineth from enill, makerb 
bimſelfe « prey. For what childe of God is there truly conuer- 
ted, who at the very firſt Rep out of the world, and the vani- 
ties thereof,mer not with many crolles and difc 
; He knowes, and may remember full well whoſoeuer hee be, 
' how his owne fleſh fretted when it felt it ſelfe ſnaffled and 
guided by the Law of the Spirit ; how by making canſci- 
ence of finne he laid biraſelfe more open to the aduancages, 
and inſultations of his enemies ; howthe compani- 
| ons of his former leaudneſſe and iniquitie railed and 
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ain him , as againſt an Apoſtata from 

ond bigkcoſtlurien, And Satan,that hee may giue edge 

vigour to all theſe vexations, he bubily beftirres hi ,and 

caſts about to; hinder our copuerſion. While a priſoqer lies 

in a dungeon faſt in fetrers,the Iaylor is quiet and ſecure ; but 

if he once knocke off his bolts, breake the priſon and 

there is - a tumultuous clamour in the houſe, 

Countrey is raiſed, and hee is followed with Hue and (ye : 

Euen ſo while wee lie quietly in the captiuitie of finne, vnder 

the chaines of eternall deat ye. i{quiers himſclfe 

nor vs: Bur if by the mercies of God wee be once 

and ſer foote into the libertie and light of grace: why then all 

[hore an ny open ary LPs in armes and yprore, and 
riethe infiruments of darknefſe are 


with much malice and 
ſer on foote to regaine vs into his kingdome. This point ap- 
i | peares in the of the Canticles : Our bleſſed Sauiour is 
| there ſaid to and at the doore and knocke, being full ofthe 
pretious-dew and drops of diuine grace, and waiting pati- 
ently inthecold and darkneſle of the night ; bur yer wee ſee, 
whaedeeand fire thereis wichhe Cheiflinn before 
| ſhe can-get vp out of the bedof pleaſures and vanitie; the 

Frecemell e of fiance and ſenſfualitic 0s 
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ſo great faluation and happineſle, tendered ynto her by her 
ſpouſe, Yea, and atlengrh after ſhe is reſolued to renounce 
her pleaſures, and in ſome good meaſure hath conquered 
her inward corruptions, ſo that ſhe opens the doore and fol- 
lowes Chrift; beſides other troubles and encumbrances ſhe 
findes abroad,the very watchmen that ſhould haue told her 
themmaddaaftethe cher her Gpoufacmcn they ſer ypon 
her, and ſmite her, and wound her,and take away her vaile. 
——_ that will come vnder the banner of Chriſt, 
and part inthe conqueſt, muſt together with the: new | 
manput on a Chriftian courage, both to tame and repreſle 
the rebellions of his owne fleſh, andto withſtand and repell 


aſſaults and perſecutions from abroad. | 
The ſtxth reaſon, whereby the formal ite doth falſe. VI 
ly perſwade himſelfe to be in ſtate of true happinefle, may be | 
an obferuation of the death and ends of ym ———— 


[lives,be wades himſelte, come ſhort of thoſe perfeions 
ay lie are x araperedr ts As ifhe take 
notice ofa notorious finner, who vpon his deaths-bed by a 
perfunQarie ſhew of penitencie, and ſome formall eiacula- 
tions for mercie and pardon,makes the world beleecuc he dies 
I get 
neuer «equainted with t grace, to uiet, 

eable, and confident, wi impaticncic, feare A de- 
| ram nr Sor out of a comparatiue examination of his 
owne ſtate, (which hee findes, not onely free from notorious 
finnes, but befides morall honeſtie, graced with outward re- 
ligiouſnes) I lay hee P_ conceiues his owne workes in 
reſpect of theirs, ro bee workes of ſupercrogation;his owne 
life certainly to bee without all exception, and ſo himſelfe 
' withour all danger of damnation. And this — 


Miſtake me not in this laſt poing, 
| L 
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Thirdly, neither doe I miſlike or condemne Funerall Ser- 
mons, I could rather wiſh; that as the death of his Saints is 
pretious in the ſight of God, ſo, that ir might be glorious in 
the eyes of meu. I could rather defire,that the iuſt praiſes, and 
true finceritie of the childe of God were publiſhed cuen by 
| ſome hicall tongue; that both the glorie of his graces! 
mi e along and ſhine bright to all poſteritie; and that 
ſuc afire of zeale for imitation, might bee inkindled in the 
hearts of all the hearers, one = preſent occafion ma-. 
king their minds more capable wafjon) that they paſ- | 
fing thorow the ſame courſe ofholinefle, might at length be 
made' partakers of the ſame happineſſe with the Saints of 
God. 


+ Onlyintheſe caſes I would haue that ſpiritualt diſcretion, 
truth, and conſcience vſed, that neither the godly bee iuſtly 
 grieued and offended, the wicked heartned and hardened in 
eir courſes, and falſe conceit © nor the faichful. 
'nes and finceritie of rhe mniſterie and fcandalized. 
Thus farre I haue laid open vnto you the ſtate of formall 
hypocrifie : in which = concurre immunitie from notori- 
ous finnes, all naturall and morall perfeQons, admirable ya- 
rietieof learning, policie, and all other acquired ornaments 
of the minde : an outward performance of all duties of religi- 
on, ſome meaſure of inward illumination,a reſemblance and 
ſhadow of the whole bodie of true regeneration, and a per- 
fwafi6(as you haue now laſt heard)of being in ſtate of grace. 
ron thus farre 2 man- may goe in the profeſſion of Chriſtian 
religion, and yet be a ſtranger from the power of faith, and 
from the life of godlinefſe. I now come by reaſons and ar- 
guments to di in thoſe points which haue not been 
| touched, for chalfeniging any intereſt in the true hiappinefſe 
| of a man. Andfirſt to proue,that a performance of outward 
duties of religion , without the power' of grace” yporthe 
foule,and an vniuerfal ſantification in all thefacultics there- 
hve ma any ſound comfort ia the heart, or accep- 
tation with God: 


My fuſt reaſon is that Principle generally received-with I 
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all ſchoole Diuines; and very ſound and Orthodox in tru 

Diuinitic. The iniquitie,defeR, or exorbirancie of any partie, 
cular, of one circumſtance, maketh an ation cuill : bur an 
abſolute integritie of all concurrents is required to make a | 
good worke acceptable roGod,comfortable erm +09 | 
to a Chriſtian : The end muſt be good,the gloric of God;the | 
aCtion it ſelfe in it owne nature muſt be iuſt and warrantable; | 
the circumſtances honeſt and ſcaſonable ; the meanes direct | 
and lawfull; the fountaine, the heart, ſincere and ſanCtified. If 
this laſt be wanting eſpecially, though otherwiſe it be neuer 
ſo gloriouſly conueied,neuer fo wiſely managed,of neuer ſo 
goodly aſhew to the eyes of the world; yet it is not onely 
mard and defaced, and no;aRion of grace, but odious and 
abominable in the fight of God. The Moraliſts by the lighr 
of nature ſaw a truth proportionable to this,cuen in the aN 
ons of yertue: The truth and worth whereof they did cenſure 
and eſteeme,not by the bare outward ation, bur by the 
inward, free and independent vpeightneſle of the minde; 
And therefore to an aQon truly vertuous they required a 
reſolued knowledge , an irreſpeQtiue and aduiled freedome 
of ſpirit, a conſtant and cafie habit of the minde, an entire 
loue to the faireneſle of vertue. Sothat whatſoeuer honeſt 
ations {prung frompaſſion, humour, feare, reſpe&, ambi- 
tion or the like; they accounted vertuous and good, onely 
by accident and occaſion, not inwardly and effencially : | 
Whereupon they hold, that many great and honourable at- 
' chievements of ancient Worthies amongſt the Heathens, | 
howſoeuer they were admirable inthe eyes of men, and-be- | 
neficiall to the publike State (for ſometimes our of ſome |. 
ſudden eleuation of ſpirit, or pang of vaine-glorie, they 

were even prodigall of their lives and blood, for the good 
and deliverance of their Cauntrey)-: yet tothe authors and 
aRors themlelues they wege not _the- true- workes of ver- 
rye, but of ambition, and a defire of immortall fame. It is 
euen ſo inthe higher aQions of and religion : Beſides 
the outward performance, God requires finceritie of heart 


audcruch inthe inwardparts, to make them gratious and 


acceptable 
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acceptable. And howſoecuer otherwiſe they may purchaſe 
them a name amongſt men, proſperity in the world, ſome 
lefſe torment in hell,and procure good vnto others; yer ex- 
cept they proceed from a faith vntained, and a pure conſci- 
ence, to the Chriſtians themſclues,in reſpe& of all heauenly 
happineſle,they are fruitleſſe and cpvotidly 

My ſecond proofe is out of the 5.of Matth. Except your 


righteonſnes exceed the rightconſnes of the Scribes and Pha- 


riſres, ye ſhall not emter into the kingdome of heawen, The out- 
ward rightcouſneſſe of the Scribes and Pharifies was fa- 
mous in thoſe times, and much admired : So that if God djd 
not principally reſpe& the heart; if that were not true in the 
16.0f Luke; [hat which i highly effeemed amongſt men, is 
abomination in the /igbt of God; they might not onely haue 
carried away the ud for piety on hn. bur haue iuſtly 
ſeemed to haue been the onely heires to a crowne of im- 
mortality in the heauens. For befides their forbearance and 
proteſtation againſt groſſer finnes, Murther, Theft, Adulte- 
rie, Idolatry,and the _— frequent and ſolemne in 
prayers, faſtings, almeſ-deedes; and that with farre greater 
ſtriftneſle and deuotion, then the religious ations of for- 
mall hypocrilie are performed in theſe times of the Goſpell. 
Beſides, I doubt not but many of them were perſwaded, 
that their way was the way of life, and that they were in the 
Rate of true happineſle : And yet for all this, except wee ex- 
ceede their righteouſneſle, the ſpeech is peremptorie,we ſhal 
notenterinto the kingdome of heauen. For we ſee inthe 23, 
of Matthew, whar a chaine of curſes, out of the mouth of 
our bleſſed Sauiour, did iuftly draw them into the bottome 
of hell. | 


Thirdly,this truth is manifeſt out of the doftrine of the 
Prophets : Eſay 1, Mich.6. Hag.2. Pſalm.zo. and many o- 
ther places. Whence ariſeth this concluſion : That the prin- 
_ and holieſt exerciſes, the moſt ſolemne and facred 
actions of religion, withour ſincerity and ſanRification of 
heart,are but as the cutting off a Dogs necke, and the offe- 
ring of {wines blood. Their ſacrifices, oblations, & _ ; 
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their new Moones, their Sabbaths and ſolemne feaſts were 
things commanded by Gods owne mouth; yet where they 
wereperformed with impure and props hearts, heetels 
them,that his ſoule hated them, that they were a burthen 
ynto him,and that he was wearie of them, For if the Lords 
contentment had finally reſted in the worke wrought, and 
not chiefly reſpeed the inward affeftion of the worker; 
had herequired ongy the ceremoniall action of ſacrificing, 
and northe ſpirituall conformity of the heart to his will : 
why, he had not neede to defire ſacrifices of them,nor expe- 
Qed ſupply from their hands; as appeareth in that ſacred 
and royall conteſtation of God with his people, about the 
ueſtion of his worſhip,Pſal.50.1 will net reproxe thee for thy 
ſucrifices (faith God) or thy burnt offerings, that haxe not 
been continually before me.I wiiltake no Bullock ont of thine 
bowſe,or Goats ont of thy folds, For all the beaſts of the formeſt 
are mine,& the bea/?s on a thouſand hils. | know all the fowles 
on the monntaines,and the wild beaſts of the field are mine, If 
I be bungry,l will not tell thee : for the world is mine, and all 
that therein is, Will I eatethe fleſh of Buls ? or drinke the blood 
of Goats ? Nay, if wee conſider God in his abſolute ſoue- 
raignty, andeflentiall glory, euen that is true of the moſt 
ſanCQtified workes of Gods child, which is in /ob 3 5.7.1f chow 
be righteous,what gineſt thou vnto him ? or what receineth he 
at thine hand? And thatof Danid,Pſal.16.2. My well-doing 
extend:th not vnto thee. For what can that little ſpark ofho- 
lineſſe in vs(which doth firſt too, proceed from him, and 
is onely darkened in our corruptions) adde ynto that infi- 
nite Glory,and Maieſty,and Light, that noman can attaine 
vnto ; with which he hath incomprehenſibly lien encompaſ- 
ſed from all eternity ? Onely it pleaſeth him of his infire 
goodnefle,and out of agratious deſire of our ſaluation, to 
accept our fincerity,though mixt with imperfections, and to 
crowne his owne graces in vs. Where then ſhall appeare the 
bare outwerdaes of hollow-hearted Chriſtians ? If the heart 
be wanting:what magnificenceor glory of ourward ſerui- 
ces ſhall be able to dazlebis ſight, whole eyes are ten thou- 
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ſand times brighter then the Sunne, and ſees clearely our in- 
moſt thoughts ? wberewith ſhall wee come before the Lord, or 
what ſhall we offer vnto him ? Will the Lord be pleaſed with 
ten thouſands of Rams, or with ten thouſand riners of Oylet 
Shal we gine oar firſt borne for our tranſgreſſion,enen the fruit 
of our bodie,for the ſin of or ſonle? No; though we gaue all 
that we had to the poore, and our owne bodies to be burnt : 
nay,if it were poſſible,that by our meanes wee could vindi- 
cate the ſoules of all men now liuing from the iawes of eter- 
nall death ; yet all would profit vs nothing, except our hearts 
be firſt purged by faith, pure from an euill conſcience,and 
poſſeſt of a ſound and conſtant loue to God, his word, his ho- 
nour, his truth, and ſeruants. 
| Letthisthen bee the concluſion to this point * Though a 
man werea morall Saint, an Angell amongſt the Phariſies, 
abſolute in al other perfeRions ; yet without the inward po- 
wer of grace to giue them life, hee is but a ſpeRacle of com- 
miſeration to Angels, and to men; euen as that bodie is, 
which adorned with ſundrie other exquiſite beauties, wan- 
teth eye-ſight, the chicfeſt grace that Nature hath in that 
kinde to beſtow. Oras a cunning Organifſt, skilfull in the 
outward touch ofhis inſtrument, yer without wind inſpired, 
cannot poſſibly ſtrike the eare, or pleaſe the heart with any 
melodiousnoiſe : ſo though his aftions bee flouriſhed ouer 
with a faire tin&ture of outward religiouſneſſe, andheeexa&t 
inmorall ——_— yet withour the breath and life of grace in- 
fuſed,there can beeno true ſpirituall harmony in his affeQi.. 
ons,words or conuerſation, that either will beger found ioy 
and ſpiritual delight in the ſoule,or be pleaſing in the eares of 
almighty God. _ 

You ſcethen,beloued in Chriſt Ieſus, that the performan- 
.ces of outward duties of religion, euenthe beſt, ſuch asare 
Praiers,hearing the word of God, receiuing the Sacraments, 
almeſ-deedes and the like, —_— they bee good in them- 
ſelues, commanded of God,neceflaric to bee | of cueric 
Chriſtian; yer if they bee diuided frominward ſanCtificati- 
' | on and finceritie of hearr, are fo farre from putting vs into 
M 2 poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of true happineſle,that they are odious and abo- 
minable in the fight of God. 

I told youin the beginning,if you remember, that beſides 
outward iahnacalnel, the formall hypocrite may beleeue 
for atimezand therefore by the inward, ves. 4 more gene- 
rall and inferiour working of the Spirit, may haue a tempo- 
rarie faith begot in him : and this faith may bring forth ſome 
truites,and ſome kindes of inward graces. But that all this 
comes ſhort of ſaluation, appeares in the parable : For there 
the hearer compared to the ſtonie — which I call the 
formall hypocrite, is one of the reprobate hearers, vpon 
whom the word is not the power of God to faluation. As 
for thoſe five degrees added out of the fixth to the Hebrues, 
of which I told you the formall hypocrite may be partaker ; 
it is manifeſt out of the ſame Chapter, that they come ſhort 
of the ſtate of grace. For a man but ſo furniſhed, may not 
onely fall backe to a worſe, and more ordinarie ſtate of a re- 
Is, bur euen to the depth of all impictic and apoſtaſie. 

e may not onely haue his meaſure of inward illumination, 
all his lighter joy and comfort in Gods word quite extin- 
guiſht; but become a wiltull and malitious ſcorner of true 

odlineſſe. He may not onely grieve, and quench the ſpirit; 
- hee may tread vnder foote the Sonne of God, count the 
blood of the Teſtament as an vnholy thing, and deſpite the 
very Spirit of grace: ſo that it may bee irpoſlible fn hee 
ſhould þerenued againe by repentance. 

In the laſt place I told you, that befides all theſe, the for- 
mall __ might entertaine a perſwafion of his bein 
in the ſtate of true happineſle; and ſo with contentment an 
ſecuritie walke in the path that leades to eternall death : but 
how weake and falfe the reaſons and motiues to this perſwa- 
fon were, I haue before largely deliuered. It remaines there- 
fore,that I ſhould now lay downe certaine markes and pro- 
perties of difference, betwixt the Nate of formall hypocriſie 
andſauing grace : but I muſtreferre a large proſecution and 
diſtinct treatiſe of them to ſome other place and time. Yet at 
this time, by the grace of God, ] hall deliuer ſo much, that 


| 
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| any man that will deale faithfully with his owne conſcience, 


' and follow me with attention to the end, may in ſome good | 
; meaſure bee informed, whether he lie yet in the ſhadow of, 
| death,or liue in the light of grace.Some difference then, firſt, 
' may ariſe,out of the diſtin&tion of the degrees and workings 
of faith, Which that you may better conceiue, you muſt re- 
. member three ſorts of faith ; Hiftoricall, Temporary,Sauing, 
' or Iuſtifying faith, 

Hiſtoricall faith,is not onely a knowledge of the word of 
God, but alſo an aſſent of the heart to the truth ofir. And this 
is oftwo ſorts : either Infuſed, which is wrought in vs by the 
illightning ſpirit of God,and ſtaying it ſelfe ypon his authori- 
tie : Or Acquired, which is produced by the light of reaſon, 
diſcourſe,and created teſtimony. 

The latter is tobee found in the Diuels ; for they beleeue 
and tremble: And inthe Papiſts; for their faithis no better, 
according to their grounds and principles. My reaſon is this 
briefly; Be I will deliver my {elfe of this point in a word. 
The Ieſuites by their iugling haue caſt themſclues into a cir- 
cle about the Sith ofthe truth, and diuinitie of Scriptures ; 
and that is this: Aske any Papiſt in this land, how he beleeues 


Scripture to be the word of God, and diuinely infpired ; hee 
will anſwere, Becauſe the Church deliuereth it ſoto be.And 
why belecueth hee the teſtimonie ofthe Church ? Becauſe | 
it is infallibly guided by the Spirit. And how doth that ap- | 
peare? Becauſe itis ſo contained in Scripture, as in Ioh.16. 
The Spirit will leade you inte all truth, And how ſhall wee 
know this Scripture of ob», to bee the Word of God, and 
diuinely infpired ? Becauſe rhe Church deliuereth it ſo ro 
bee; and fo they muſt needes runne round in this circula- 
tion. 

Now I would propoſe tothe Papiſts, the choice of theſe 
three; one of which they muſt of neceſſitie accept : Firſt, 
whether they will runne round in this circle, and wix gid- 
die, and fall,and finke into thar pit, where Poperie was firſt 
hatcht; or they will breake the circle at the authority of the 
Scriptures, and ſo by conſequent, they muk fall to our fide 
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andthetruth; or they will breake it at theteſtimony of the 
Church:and ſo all their faith, as I told you, muſtneedes bee 
onely acquired,becaule it depends on a finite and created te- 
ftimonie, and conſequently comes farre ſhort of (aluation. 1 
doubt not, but the Papiſts will acknowledge and approue 
that difference betwixt infuſed and acquired faith conſen- 
ted ypon by the Schoolemen : That infuſed faith relieth, 
immediately ypon an increated authoritic ; but acquired, 
ypon a finite and created teſtimonie. I know the Ieluites,a 
kinde of men inſpired with a tranſceudencie of Antichri- 
ſian impoſture, labour buſilic to paſle plauſibly and hand. 
ſomely out of this circle : burif their ſhifts be chroughly ff. 
ted, andthey followed with force of argument; it is cer- 
taine, they will either bee driuen into the circle againe, or 
enforced to ſtart out at the one of thoſe breaches I rold you 
of, Becanw,one of them, after he had long tired himſelf. in 
this circle, andat laſt by the helpe of Gregorixe de YVal.and 
former Ieſuites got out, but with ſhamefull abſurditie and 
inconuenience; in a poore reuenge to relicue himſelfe, hee 
threatens vs with another circle : and ſo writes a Treatiſe de 
Crrculo Calumiſtico , but very weakely and falſely;as mighr 
bee demonſtrated cuen out of the ſounder Schoolemen, in 

their queſtion of the laſt reſolution of faith. BurI intende 
no diſcourſe of controuerfie, but of ſanRtification; and ther- 
fore proceed, and take the formall hypocrite along further 
towards the ſtate of grace. For beſides knawing, and aflen- 
ting to thetruth of Gods word by an hiſtoricall faith, hee 
may by the vertue ofa temporarie faith, adde three degrees 
moe, That is : He may moreouer profeſle it in outward ſer- 
uices ofreligion: Hee may inwardly reioycein it : He may 
bring foorth ſome kinde of fruite. Bur theſe things are on- 
ly found-in him, fo long as they do not mainely croſſe,but 
are compatible with his worldly peace, wealth, libertie, and 
otherdelightfull contentments. Here therefore I muſt leaue 
him; and acquaint you with thoſe workings and degrees 
of ſauing faith , which qualified,as I ſhall propoſe them,are 


peculiar to Gods childe; and fo diſtinguiſh and diuide the 


Tg regencr ate\ 
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regenerate man, from the ſtate of formall hypocriſie. They 


are theſe: 


and promiſes of faluation : a moſt feruent expetition and 
thirſting for the enioyment of them : an effeCtuall apprehen- 
fion ;-a particular application; a full perſwafion; a delight 
and ioy thence riſing, ſound, and vnconquerable, 
That you may vnderſtand _—— muſt conceiue, that 
the ſoule of Gods child, comming freſh our of the pangs and 
terrors of his new-birth (a myſterie to the nd 
crite ) humbled vnder the mighty hand of God, by a fight 
and ſenſe of his fins,lookes vpon the whole body of diuine 
truth,as ypon a _ iewell, wherein Chriſt and his gra- 
cious promiſes ſhine ynto him eſpecially, as a ſtone of inefti- 
mable worth and valuation ; whereupon with a peculiar 
dearneſſe he ſers ſuch a liking, that with it he holds firuſelf 


an heire of heauen; withour ira child of endleſſe perdition. | 


| Hence followes an expetition and defire of it, enforced with i 
roanes vnutterable; and a S*ſping for it, as the drie and 
| thirſty ground for drops of raine. Thirdly, he apprehends 
| it with a faſt and cuerlaſting hold, Fourthly, hee applies it 
| cloſely and particularly to his owne ſoule. Fifthly, he-is tru- 
{ ly and fully perſwaded by Gods good ſpirit, our of a con- 
| ideration of his vniuerſall change, thar it is his ownefor 
| euer. Laſtly, hee lies downe in peace that paſſeth all ynder- 
| ſtanding : Heeis filled with ioy, that no man can take from 
him; He delights in the grace apprehended, as in atreafurc 
farre more deare vnto him then the glory of infinite worlds, 
or lifeit {elfe. From the power and workings of this inward 
grace, ſpring outward ations , both in his generall calling 
of Chriſtianity, and his particular vocation ; which by the: 
mercies of God are faithiull, conſtant, vniforme, impartial, 
reſolute, vniuerſall,comfortable. Whereas thoſe which are 
produced by the more weake and inferiour degrees of tem- 
porarie faith, incident to the formall hypocrite, are weake, 
wauecring,many times interrupted, variable; guided much 
| by occafions and the time, forced by hope or | ; {wayed 


—_— and fpeciall approbation of the word of life, | 
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{ by ſecret reſpects to priuate endes, and worldly conrent- 
ments. 

But theſe more inward markes of difference, howſoeuer 
by a ſweet and _ experience they bee felt, and ac- 
{| knowledged of the child of God; yer generally, andto the 
vnregenerate,they are hidden myfteries, and vndiſcernable 
tothe brighteſt eye of the naturall man. Therfore I will 
cometothoſle _ of difference betwixt the ſtate of for- 
mall hypocriſie,and ſauing grace, which are more outward, 
familiar,and more ——_—_ ,and eaſily diſcernable.Of which 
one may be this : 

The power of grace doth beget ina regenerate man, a 
watchfulneſſe,care and conſcience of ſmaller offences, of ſe- 
cret ſinnes,of ſinfull thoughts,of appearances of euill, of all 
occaſions of finne,of prophane companie, of giuing iuſt of-' 
ſence in indifferent ——— thelike : wheras the formall 
hypocrite taketh not ſuch things as theſe much to heart, but | 
dhe makes no conſcience of them ar all, holding it a point 
of preciſeneſſe to be too conſcionable; or elſe proportions it| 
to ſerue his owne turne, or to giue ſatisfaction to others, 

Andin forbcarance of finnes, hee hath an eſpeciall eye onely 

at thoſe that may notoriouſly diſgrace him in the world, en- 
| tangle him in danger of law,or vex his conſcience with ſome 
extraordinary terror. 
| Letthoſethenexamine themſclues at this marke; who, 
| howſocuer ſhame keepe them from vncleane practiſes, and 
| grofſer ats of filthineſſe ; yer inwardly boyle in ſpeculatiue 
| wantonneſſe and adulterics of the heart, Thoſe, who howſo- 
| euer their indire& meanes ſpeed notffor mounting them- 
| ſelues to high eſtate; yet ſpend their beſt thoughts all their 
| life long, in proieRting and contriuing, as though they were 
: borne to ——_—_ themſelues, and not to honour God in 
their callings.Thoſe,who though they doe not encloſe, op- 
preſſc and grind the faces of the poore; yet haue their hearts 
| exerciſed in couctouſnes, Thoſe, who though they haue for. 

faken ſome finnes, yet maintainc in themſelues one knowne | 
| {weete ſinne. Thoſe, who though lawes,and feare of danger. 
reſtraine 


ooo 
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reſtraine from railing with open mouthes againſt our State, 
yet harbour ſecrer repinings, murmurings, ynthankfulneſſe,] 
and diſcontentments. Euen a contempruous thought of a 
King,or lawfull authority, is a finne of high nature : and me: 
thinkes (for the miraculouſneſſe of the diſcouery) is paral- 
leldin Eccleſiaſtes, ro the bloodineſſe of aRuall murther. 
[That which hath wings (faith the Preacher) ſhall declare the 
matter. 

Laſtly, let thoſe examine themſelues at this marke, who 
offer themſclues to thole finfull occaſions, breeders of many 
ſtrange and fearfull miſchiefes, I meane prophane and ob- 
ſcene Playes.Pardon me,beloued,I cannotpaſle by thoſe ab- 
'ominable ſpeRacles, without particular indignation. For 
I did cuer c{teeme them ( finceI had any ynderſtanding in 
the waies of God) the Grand empoyſoners of grace, inge- 
nuouſneſſe,and all manly reſolution : Greater plagues and 
infe&tions to your ſoules, then the contagious peſtilence to 

bodies: The inexpiable Raine and diſhonour to this 
famous City : The noylome wormes that cankar and blaſt 
the generous and noble buds of thisland ; and doe by aflie 
and bewitching infinuation,ſo empoyſon all ſeeds of vertue, 
and fo weaken and emaſculate all the operations of the 
foule, with a prophane, if not ynnaturall diflolutenefle ; thar 
whereas they are planted in theſe worthy houſes of Law, 
to be fitted and inabled for great and honourable a&ions, 
for the publike food, and rhe continuance of the glory 
and happineſle of this kingdome they licentiouſly diffolne 
into wicked yanities and pleaſures: and all hope of their e- 
uer doing good,cither yhro God, the Church, their Coun- 


trey,or owne foules, melteth asrhe winter yce, and floweth 
_y as ynprofitable warers, Theſe infamous ſpeRacles are 
con 


humane. Diſtin&tions deuiſed for their ypholding and _de- 
fence, may giue ſome ſhallow and weake contentment to 
artiall and fenſuall affections, | with preiudice: but 
Ln ſhall they bee able to ſatisfie and fecure a conſcience, 
ſenſible of al appearance of ewill ? How can they preſerue the 
N incli-' 


emned by all kind of ſound tearning, both diuine and, 


Chap.10. 
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inclinableneſle of out corrupt nature frominfeion, at thoſe 
School's of leandnes and Sinks cf all ſmr,as (to omit Diuines, 


Counſels,Fathers,Moraliſts, becauſe the point is not direct- 
ly incident ) euen a * Polititian calleth | Alas, arenot 
our wretched corruptions raging and fiery enough, being 
left ro themſclues diſperſed at their naturall liberty;but they 
mult bee vnited at theſe accurſed Theaters, as in a hollow 
glaſſe,to ſer on flame the whole body of our naturall vitiouſ- 
neſle at once;and to _ it further with luſt, fierceneſſe,and 
effeminateneſle, beyond the compaſle of nature? Doth any 
man thinker poſſible, that the power ofſauing grace, or the 
pure ſpirit of God can reſide in his heart, that willingly and 
with full conſent feeds his inward concupiſcence, with ſuch | 
variety of ſinful yanities and leaud occaſions; which the Lord | 
himſelfe hath pronounced to be an abomination ynto him? 
How can any man that euer felt in his heart, either true loue, 
or feare of ſo dreadfull a Maieſty, as the Lord of heauen and | 
earth,cndure-to-be preſent,eſpecially with delight and con- 
tentment, at Oathes, Blaſphemies, Obſcenities, and the abu- 
fing ſomtimes of the moſt pretious things in the booke of 
God,(whereat we ſhould tremble) to moſt baſe and ſcurrill 
ieſts ? Certainly cuery child of God is of a right noble and 
heroicall ſpiric ; and therefore is moſt impatient in hearin 
any wrong,.indignity or diſhonour offered to the wool, 
name,or glory of his Almighty Father, 

A ſecond marke of difference may be this; The power of 
ſauing'grace doth ſubdue and ſandtifie our affeions with 
a con{cionable and holy moderation; ſo that they become 
{eruiceable to the glory of God, and for a more reſolute car- 
riage of good caulcs, and zealous diſcharge of all Chriſtian 
duties. Bur the bridling of paſſions in the formall hypocrite, 
is not ſo much of conſcience; as artificiall, politicke; for ad- 
uantage,and by the guidance of morall diſcretion : ſo that if 
they be tempted by ſtrong occaſions, and violent obiedts, 
they many times breake our, to the diſhonour of God, the 
diſgrace of a Chriſtian profefſion,and the diſcouery of their 
hetdedhich 


Let. 
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Let euery manthen examine himſelfe at this marke, and 
withafinglecie and vpright heart take a view of his affeQti- 
ons; whether his ioy bee inward and pirituall, that is,in the 
aflurance of Godsfuour.in his word, in his children,in prai- 
er, and a continuall practiſe of godlinefſe; or ourward and 
carnall,chat is, inthe attainement of greatneſle and worldly 

leaſures;in the increaſe of his corne and wine,and oile.Whe- 
ther he loue the peace of conſcience farre more deerely then 
the fauour ofmen,or his owne life: Whether he be more zea- 
lous for the honour and praiſe of God, then his owne : Whe- 
ther he be more affraid of ſecret finnes, then open ſhame; of 
offending God, then outward afflitions : Whether hee bee 
more angrie in the cauſe of religion, and concerning Gods 
glory, orfor his owne priuate wrongs. Ando thorow our 
& reſt of his affections, 
Lerthe fierce and deſperate gallants conſider this point ; 
| which ypon euery light occaſion,and termes of diſgrace, arc 
ready,out of a graceles and vngrounded opinion ofdeclining 
cowardize, to ſheath their ſwords in the body of their bro- 
ther. And let them aſſure themſelues, that the meeke and 
mercifull Spiritof God, wilt neuer confiſt with ſuch bloodie 
and yntamed affetions; hisholy motions will not come in- 
totheir ſecrer, neither will his ſauing grace beioyned with 
their aſſembly. -For'n their wrath they will kill a man, and 
in their ſelfe- wilt they will deſtroy the image of God. Cur- 
ſed bee their wrath, for itis fierce; and their rage, for it is 
cruel, | 
 Ohizrhatthey would but marke and foreſee, into what an 
incuitable,and endlefle maze of certaine _ and venge- 
ance they enter, when they enter into the field, vpon either 
ofter,or acceptance of chilaget If they be ſlaine, they are 
acceffaries totheir owne' vntimely murder : They violently 
mans os wo themſelues from the land of theliuing, to 
the abhorred regions of death: they cruelly, and irrecoue- 
rably rend their owne'poore foules fromtime of grace and 
repentance >\ They: extinguiſh all hope of poſterity; and per- 
haps aheir houſe and family determines in that bloody a&. 
if} N 2 But 
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But that which is the accompliſhment of all miſeries and 
terrour,they iuflly fall into the hands of the living God,who 
will certainely iudge them after the manner of them that 
ſhead their owne blood; and will giue them the blood off 
wrath, and of icalouſie. And whereas they looked to leaue a 


\ [namebehind them, it ſhall rot away with as vile deteſtation 


as their caxcaſes in the graue : The wemoriall of the inſ(({airh 
Salomon) ſhallbe bleſſed. but the name of the wiched ſhallrot If 
it doe liwe,it ſhall liue rotheirſhame and infamy. For I dare 
fay this boldly ; There was neuer anymanrighely informed 
either inthe principles of nature, orin the gracious way to 
heauen, in- theſober paſſages of mortality,or inthe iuſtice of 
ſtate and policie, or acquainted with the faireneſle of rruc 
honour, that cuer gauc any allowance, or euer will tothe re- 


putation of manhood, fallely ſo called, purchaſed in priuate 


quarrell inthe field. This is then all they ger: forthe loſle|. 
of ſoule and bodie, of heauen and earth, of name and poſte- |. 


ricie,they.onely gaine the damned applauſe of diuels,{\wagge- 
rers and wicked men. 

But if it fall out otherwiſe, that they be not kild, but kill ; 
marke what befalles them; they depart the field drunken with. 
blood, as withnew wine: and therefore they ſhall be ſure ar 
length to be fild with drunkenneffe, and with forrow, euen 


with the cup of deſtruction and trembling;they ſhall drinke|}. 


of it deepe and large, and -wring it out tothe very dregs. For 


preſently after the murder committed, they. haue- Cames| 


fearefull marke ſtampt vpon them : The furics of conſcience 
and cries of blood, ſhall for euer perſecute them- with reſileſſe 
horrour : As they cloathed themſelucs with rage like arai-. 
ment,{o-ſhallirnow come into their bowels like water, and 


finke like oile into their bones, In the meane time they. ſhall} 


live inthe hell of confcience vpon. carth, and expect; 
houreto be tumbled intothe hell of wicked diuels for; euer- 
more inthe world to.come, 

Ectmethenin the name and feare of God aduiſe thera; if 


| 


they would win an;opinion of true yalorindeed,if they looke: 


for any portion in the mercies; of God} on honour Ry 
val 1 is | 


his Saints,toſettle and compoſe fuch wild affe&ions by the 
word of truth; to turne the greatneſle of their courage and 
gallantneſſe of Spirit, ro the ſubduing and conquering of 
their owne corruptions; and tothe wraſtling againftprinci- 
palities and powers, againſt the worldly gouernours, the 

rinces of the darkeneffe of this world,againſt ſpirituall wic- 
kednefles,which arc inthe high places. This fight is Chriſtian 
and couragious indeed, the victory is glorieus, the reward: is 
immorrtalitie. 

Athirdnote of difference may be this : Euery childe of 
Godby the power of {ſauing grace, doth hunger and thirſt 
after all thoſe meanes God hath ordained, or offers for his 
furtherance inthe way' to heauen, and for his comforting 
and confirming in a Chriſtian courſe; and doth make a ho- 
ly vie of wharſoeuer is cither publickly or priuately,laid 
ypon him for his amendment : and therefore he continually 
profits and ———_ in ſan&tification by his word, his iudge- 
ments and his mercies:by the exerciſe, obſeruation and ſenſe 
of which, he growes ſenfible in heauenly knowledge, faith, 
humiliation, repentance,thankefulneſſe,and all other ſpiritual 

es, But the formall hypocrite dorh ſofarre take notice 


| 
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| ns ard of them, as they further his t rall happineſle; 
andias his negle& of them, by conſequent threatneth dan 
and ouerthrow to his outward worldly fate. For the celine 
perhaps,heis moued with the hearing of the word of God, | 
| with the terrour of his iudgements, while they lie with ſome 
extraordinarie waight vpon himſelfe, or the whole land; 
and with the fweetneſſe of his mercies, becauſe they ſecure 


ſoule with the power of morrification, to the deftroying of 


him in his PEI__. But rheſe things ſinke nor into his | 


his finfull affetions, and the ſhaking off of euery knowne 


| finne. 


Beloued in-our Lord and Saujour ChriftTeſus ferys enc- 
rie one of vs(l beſcech you)rrie himſelffaithfully by rhis note 
of Cifference : And the rather becauſe our gratious God 


hath moſt plentifully and incomparably youchſafed vs in 
{ thisland ol} meanes to bring'vs vnto heaven. He hart'viſi- 
. N 3 ted 


———— 


Chap.35., 


| hath ſpread out his handsall the day long; 
| his ſeruants,the Preachers of his word, rifin 
| ending them, ſaying :-Returne now euery man from his e-| 


rael: Behold, t will bring vpon Inda,c+ vpenal the inhabitants 
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ted vs with his word, his iudgements and mercies, to the a- 
ſoniſhment of the whole world. Now let vs conſider, whe- 
ther as they haue bred admiration in men and Angels; fo they | 
haue brought ſaluation to our owne ſoules. | 
Firſt, for his word: For theſe fifty yeeres, = know, hee 

c hath ſent all 

g vp earely, and, 


uill waies,and amend your workes. Let vs then examine our 
{clues in this point. Hath this glorious Goſpell, which hath | 
ſo long ſhined bright in our eyes, and ſounded loud in our 
when it;I ſay,been mighty in operation vpon our Cules 
in planting in them the power of true godlineſſe? Doe wee 
daily grow more ſound by it in the knowledge of the truth 
and ſce more particularly into the way and whole courſe of 
Chriſtianitie ? Doth it continually build vs vp: more ſtrong- 
ly in faith,repentance, and an holy obedience to all his com- 
mandements? Why then bleſſed is our caſe: forthis power- 
full experiencein our ſoules of daily growth in gedlineſſe by 
the word, is a notable marke vnto ys that we arein the ſtate 
of grace; and ſo.all the bleſſings in the booke of God belong 
ynto vs,and pleaſures moe then the ſtarres of the firmament 
innumber. But if otherwiſe(which is rather to be feared)if 
we haue cither been no hearers, or but now and then as our 
worldly commodities would giue ys leauc; or hearers onel 

of forme and faſhion, not of zcale and conſcience to ſs 
by it, and yecld obedience vnto it; or onely hearers and no 
doers,why then we may aflure our ſelues,we are yet ſhort of 
theſtate of grace ; ud marke what will bethe end both of 
vs andthe wholeland :it. muſt needes be the ſame with that 
of Iuda and Teruſalem(for they were as well beloued of God 
as euer England can be): Goe,faith God vnto [cremsy, Goe aud 
tell the men of [nda, and the inhabitants of leruſalem:[ haue 
ſent you allmy ſeruants the Prophets, riſing up earely,& ſen- 
ding them ; but youwonuld not incline your eare, you would not 
obay.me ; therefore thus ſaith the Lord of Hofts,the God of 1ſ- 


of 
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of lernſalem,atl the exil! that l hane pronounced ag ain(l them; 
wilds unto thi houſe, whereupon my name is called, wwherem | 
alſo ye truſt, [ hau: done unto Shilo, I will caft them out of Chap.7. 
my ſight : And will make this City a curſe vnto al thenations | 
of the earth, And the Lord was F4 vnremoueably and ſerled- | 
ly reſolued vpon this point(fith he had ſo long preached vn- | 
to them by his Prophets,as he hath done vnto this land, and 
it would doe no good),that he bids the Prophet meddle no 
more, for hee would neuer heare him againe : Therefore 
(faith he)thow ſhalt not pray for this people neither lift vp cry | Verl. 16, 
ar prayer for them, neither entreat mee, for 1 will not heare 
thee, 
The iudgements vpon this land haue beene many and 
| fearefull; 1 doubr not,but wee haue ſeene with our eyes, C- 
uen thoſe which are very neere fore-runners of that great 
and terribleday of the Lord. Wee haue ſeene ftrange and 
prodigious apparitions in the ayre : we haue had ynheard-of 
plots and practiſes againſt our State. Our land hath long 
and extraordinarily groaned ynder a fore and. durable 
plague, which hath tucke cloſe to the bowels of this City. 
The ſea hath broke out of her bounds,and ſwept away ma- 
ny asrighteous as our ſelues : wee haue felt ſuch extremitie 
ofheate and cold,of which I thinke theſe parts of the world 
are not naturally capable; ſo certaine is it that the finger of 
God hath beene in them, The poore ofthe Land euen now 
gricuouſlyigh,and pine with a preſent famine. Let vs then 
examine our ſelues in-this-point, Haue wee laid all theſe 
iudgements vato our hearts? haue we been truly humbled 
by Tow ? haue wee by a diligent ſearch raken- notice of our 
ſinnes,and gricued for them, and abandoned them? haue we 
mourned and cried for all the abominations that are done a- 
monegſt ys ? Why then bleſſed is our caſe, our ſtate is the 
ſtate of grace ; wee ſhall be ſure to bee marked and ſealed in 
| the fore-heads,by the Angell of God,for his ſeruanrs, before 
| the vials offinall defolation be poured vpon this kingdome. 
Bur if otherwiſe ((which is rather to bee feared ), if hee hath 
{caitten ys,and we haue not ſorrowed ; if hee hath corrected 
VS: 
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vs for amendment,and we are not bettered, but rather worſe 
and worſe ; we may aſlare our ſelues we yer want a gracious 
marke,and effet of the power of true godlineſſe ; and marke 
what will be the end both of vs and our whole land; 'it can! 
be no other then that of his owne people, And thus he dealt 
withthem by his iudgements, euen as a Phyſition with his 
atient. A Phyſition, while there is any hope of recouerie in 
his patient ; he v{cth rhe benefit of all the rules of Art, all va- 
riety of meanes, preſcribing dier, letting blood, — 
ils and potions; but when hee once perceives the natur 
been to be ſo decayed, and ſtrength of nature ſpent, that 
his phyſicke will workeno more good ypon him, bur rather 
haſten his ruine then his recouery ; hee thenleaues him to 
the pangs of death,and diflolution of ſoule and body. Euen 
ſodeales God with his ay wg while there is any hope of 
repentance, hee yifits them by all kinde of caftigarions, all 
manner of puniſhments : But when all ſenſe of religion, all 
heate of zcale,and life of grace haue fo viterly forſaken the 
hearts ofmen ; that they are rather broken then bowed, ra- 
ther hardened then humbled by his iudgements; hee gines 
them ouer to their owne juſt confuſion, He leaues them fi- 
nally (neuer more to be entrearted ) to lamentations, mour- 
nings and woe; tothefeare, to the pit, and tothe ſnare: to 
the Lion, the Wolfe, and the I:copard. 7 how haft ſtricken 
them(ſaith ſeremy ) but they hawe not ſorrowed:thou haſt tow- 
ſwmed chem,but they bane refuſed to receive correflion : they 
bane made therr faces burder then a ſtone aud have refuſed to 
retwrne Wherefore a Lion out of the forreſt ſhall ſlay them, &+ 
« Wolfe of the wildernes ſhal deſtroy thi: a Leopard jhal watch 
owner their Cutizs,euery one that goeth ont thence, ſhal be torne 
in pieces becauſe their treſpaſſes are many,and their rebellion; 
are excreaſed.This courſe of Gods proceeding in his iudge- 
ments, we may ſee moſt cleerlyin / 1 4. of «Amos, Hefirſt 
gaue them clranneffc ofteerh in all their Cities, and ſcarce- 
neſle of breadin all theirplaces; and yet they returned not 
vnto him : Hee withheld the raine from them, when there 
were yet three monethsto the harueſt; fo that rwo or three 
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Cities wandred ynto. one Citie to drinke water, bur they 
were not fatiſfied : and yet they returned not vnto him; Hee 
ſmote them with blaſting & mildew; their gardens and their 
vineyards,their fig-trees,and their oliue-trees did the Palmer 
worme deuoure: and yet they returned not ynto him. Peſti- 
lence he ſent amongſtthem after the manner of Egypt : and 
yet they returned not ynt6 him. Therefore (ſaith the Lord ) 
thus will I doe vnto thee O [ſraecl, He ſpeakes after the man- 
ner of a man, in whom iuſt indignation ſtops paſſage vnto 
ſpeech; and who wants words to expreſle the horribleneſſe 
of the puniſhments he purpoſes to inflit: Therefore thus 
and thus will I doe ynto thee O Ifrael,euen fo as he threat- 
ned in the beginning of the Chapter ; The daies ſhall come 
vpon you,that you ſhall be taken away with thornes, and your 
poſterity with fiſt. bookes. As if hee ſhould haue ſaid, I will 
make no more riall by iudgements; I will now doe athin 
in Iſrael, whereof whoſocuer ſhall heare, his rwo eares ſhall 
tingle ; yea,and all his heart-ſtrings ſhall tremble; I wil now 
ſweepe you all away with the beelome of vtter deftruRtion, 
This is certainly now iuſt our caſe (For to cry peace, peace, 
where there is no peace towards, is wicked, and to no pur- 
poſe: to bring conceits and — to this place, will 
neuer ſerue the turne ; either for the diſcharge of our conſci- 
{ences,or the ſauing of your ſoules) I fay this is iuſt our caſe ; 
wee are euen already cometo this laſt point and period. By 
our many impieties and impenitency, wee haue brought our 
gracious God to that queſtion inthe 1. of ſay, Wherefore 
ſhanld ye be ſmitiew any more ? for ye fal away more and more, 
Or rather to this concluſion inthe 4.of Amos : therfore thus 
will [ ave vnts ther, O nation not worthy to be loued. Hee 
hath made triall by ſo many iudgements,and ſo many times, 
and all in vaine ; that the very next iudgement we may iuftly 
feare and expect, without true and timely repentance, will e- 
uen be the beeſome of vtter deſolation. 

As the judgements vpon this land haue-been great and 
fearcfull; ſo many and wonderfull haue þeen his mercies 


vpon vs,and ſuch I am perſwaded, as greater the Sunne ne- | 
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uer ſaw, nor fonnes of men cnioyed. I will onely name two 
which cannot bur be freſh in every mans memory : The con- 
tmuing of our peace,at the death of our late Soueraigne of c- 
ger glorious m : And our deliucrance from the Gun- | 
owder Treaſon: of which two when firſt cuery man heard, | 
me thinkes he ſhould haue been afraid, left he had beenin a 
dreamt : as it is ſaid of the Iſraclites, Plalm. 126. When-the| * 
Lord brought againe the captinity of Sion, we were like them 
that dreame. Both that,and theſe our bleſſings were things | 
fo incredible,and beyond all expeCation, 
Youknow a little before the Queenes death, the wiſeſt $ 
wereat their wits end, and euery one ſtood amazed and a- 
ſoniſhed for the feares his heart did feare, The Icſuites 
from beyond ſeas inſolently inſulted ouer vs, and told vs in 
their bookes, that this kingdome would ſhortly become a | 
pe prey tothe greedy ambition of all the neighbour nations; 
that huge cloyds of blood hung ouer our heads, and would 
melt and difſolue at the Queenes death. But it was neither 
ſo, nor ſo. They are the falſe prophets of the Beaſt in the 
Reuelation, no maruell though they lied : For he that dwels 
in the heauens laughed them to ſcorne, our gracious God 
had theminderifion. And when Dinels and Papiſts looked 
and wiſhed,that this land ſhould haue been clothed, euen 
with blood and fire,as with a garment : out of the infinite 
depth of his vnſcarchable mercies,he couered it: with peace, 
ioy,and happinefle, cuen asthe ſeas are couered with wa- 
ter, 

In the Gun-powder Treaſon,the neck of our whole State 
both of Church and Common-wealth, the glo of this fa- 
mous and flouriſhing kingdome(the hope otpoſterity ) was 
laid (asit were) ypon the blocke : Theinſtrument of death 2 
was lifted vp by the damned inftrument of the Popes malice : 
and cruelty, hee was cuen ready to giuethe morrall ſtroke : ; 
and had not the Angell ofthe Lord ſtepped in, in the very 
nicke; had not our mercifull God, by his moſt miraculous 
and immediate — . to his helping hand, when 
our caſe was 71 way hope paſt, he had cut off ffom 
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vs theroote and the branch, the name and the remnant, the 
ſonne and the nephew, Our land that before was as the gar- 
den of Eden, had been by this time a deſolate wilderneſle : 
Our Church, which was before a harbour of Saints, had bin 
by this time a poole of ſnakes ; I meanean habitation of Pa- 
piſts. The faire body of this Ciric, that before was enliued 
with matchleſſe glory and worth, ſhould by this time haue 
been a rent and diſmembred carcaſe; and that which is worſt 
of all, the negleed. and forlomne limmes, inſpired with the 
dodine of diuels. | 

Let ys then examine our felues inthis point, Haue theſe 
incomparable bleſſings melted our hearts into teares of re- 
pentance and thankfulnes? Haue theſe cordsof lowe drawne 
vs neerer ynto our God in al knowledge, louc and obedience? 


| Why then we may aſſure our ſclues of a good teſtimony,thar 


our {oules are ſealoned with grace, Bur ifit be quite other- 
wiſe : If theſe great and vndelerued mercies haue bred in ys 
a more frozen coldneſſe in the ſeruice of God, amorepre- 
ſum ſecuritic, and a ſounder and ſweeter ſleepe in fin : 
If fince our miraculous deliuerance, vnparalleld by all Nati- 
ons,times and ſtories; there hath been amongſt vs no leſſe 

rophaning of Gods Name and Sabbaths then before, no 
[etl pride and drunkennefſe, no leſle _—_—_— and yſurie, 
no lefſe yncleanneſſe and vnconſcionablenes in our callings, 
noleſſe ignorance in the word of God, and backwardneſſe 
in the waies of holineſle, no leſſe contempt of godlineſſe 
and godly men : Nay,ifall theſe gather head and heart,more 
e and readineſle to receiue the flame of Gods fierce 


rn 
and laſt wrath : If there bee rather a ſenſible decay of the 


feare of God,of zeale,and true finceritic amongſt vs : If Pro- 

haneneſſe, Atheiſme,Popery, and a luke-warmeneſſe in re- 
ligjon.like amightic Torrent, ruſh in violent] ypon vs dai- 
ly more and more, and fearetully prevaile and domineere in 
moſt places:Why then (you are a people of ynderſtanding), 
I leaue it to your owne conſciences, to conſider what muſt 
needs ſhortly befall noe wegather our ſelues before the 
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ned repentance, we Preuent ſo great and fearefull iudge- 
ments. And the rather, becauſe wee may afſure our ſelues, 
while the Diuell is in hell, and the Pope at Romezthe Prieſts | 
and Iefuites,thoſe notorious and tranſcendent inſtruments 
of blood and death,will be working in the Vaults of darke- 
nefſe for the confuſion of the children of light, the ſubuerfion 
of the Kingdome of Chriſt, and by conſequent the ruine of 
our Church arid Common-wealth. Little know wee, what 
fearefull and helliſh plot tay be euen now in hatching and 
hammering,or how neere it is to the birth, while we are moſt 
ſecure:And for vs in the meane time, without repentance,and 
rooting out idolatry,to depend ftill ypon immediate and mi- 
raculous diſcoueries and deliuerances,is at the leaſt an ynhal- 
lowed and deſperate preſumption. 

I cannot follow diſtin&ly at this time, any more differen- 
ces betwixt the ſtate of fauing grace and formall hypocriſie. 
For concluſion therefore only,I will acquaint you more ful- 
ly with the effe&ts of ſauing grace,and follow in few words 
the trace and ſteps of the Spirit of God in the great worke 
of regeneration ; that thereby euery man may examine his | 
conlciente.judge himſelfe,and trie what his ſtate is. 

The working and properrie of this ſauing grace,and true 

odlineſſe vouchſafed peculiarly and onely to Gods chil- 
, wg which doth tranſlate them from darkenefſe to light, 
from the corruption of nature,to a ſtate of ſupernatural bleſ- 
ſednefſe, you may thus conceive and vhderſtand, Ir is like 
leauen (for ſo thepower of Gods wotd is compared in the 
Goſpel) it is of a ſpreading nature : Firft, it ſeates it ſelfe in 
the heart; after it is diſperſed ouer all the powers and parts 
both of ſoule and body; outer all the ations and duties ofa 
man whatfoeuer:Ir ſoftnieth and changeth the heart : Ir pur- 
geth the inmoft thoughts : It awakes the conſcience, and 
makes it tender and ſenfible of the leaſt ſinne : It ſanCtifies 
the affeRions : It conformes the will vnto the will of God: 
Itillightens the vnderſtanding with fauing knowledge : It 
ores the metnorie with many good leſfons, for connforts;| 
inftruQions and direRions if a' godly life : It ſeaſons the 
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| ſpeech with grace : Ir fo reQtifies, and guides all a mans 
| ations, that 7 an roceed from faith, they are warrantable 
' out of Gods word, they ate accompliſht by good meanes, 
| and wholly directed to the glory of God. Nay,yet it ſpreads 
 further,and kindles a defire and zeale for the faluation of the 
ſoules of others, eſpecially of all choſe that any way depend 
'ypon vs: So that rhe childe of God doth euerembrace all 
| meanes and opportunities for the NY of his 
aces and comforts, and the bringing of others to the ſame 
bh of happineſſe with himſelfe. 

Letthen(I beſcech you)euery mans conſcience goe a lit. 
tle along with mee ; and ſecretly, bur faithfully anſwere to 
theſe few interrogatories, which I ſhall propoſe very briefl 
and plainelie, that every man may eaſiie vnderftand.Haſt 
thou felt by thine owne experience this great worke of re. 

eneration and change wrought ypon thy ſoule ? Hath the 
powerfull word of God,by the inward, ſpeciall and effeu- 
all working of his Spirit, broken and bruiſed thy hard and 
ſtony heart? Hath it pierced and _ the very cloſeſt and 
moſt vnſearchable corners thereof? Hath it humbled it with 
the ſight of thy ſinnes, and ſenſe of Gods iudgenients? Hath 
it filled it with fearefull terrours, compunRion, remorſe and 
true ſotrow for thy life paſt ? Hath it after quieted and refre- 
ſhedit with a ſure Faith in Chriſt Ieſus,and a delight in hea- 


_— 


and broke the heatt of thy ſweere'finne? Hath it planted a] 
holy moderation in all thy affeQtions; that wheteas herets- 
forethey haue been enraged with luſt, with irrmoderare an- 
ger,with ambition,with inſatiable defire for the inlargement 
of thy wealth, poſſeſſions and grearneſle, atid with hatred of 
Gods deareſt ſeruants and their holineſſe? are they now in. 
Aamed with zeale for Gods honour, truth and ſeruice; with 


uenlie things ? Hath it mortified thy inward corruptions, | 


a feruent loue ynto the Lord and his Saints ; with Chriſtian 
courage, to q—_ againſt the ſinnes of the time, to defend 
goodneſſe and good cauſes, to contertine the lying flarders 
and prophane (coffes of worthileſſe ner ? Hath it begot in | 
thy will an hunger andthirft after the ſpitituall food of thy! 
O 3 {oule | 
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ſoule, the Word and Sacraments; ſo that thou haddeſt ra- 
good, then not enioy the incom- 
cionable and conſtant Miniſterie? 


Wig 
ther part with any worldl 
wn benefit of a pr 
Are thy thoughts, of which heretofore thou haſt made no 
eat conſcience, bur letten them wander vp and downe at 
randome wickedly,idely and wantonly ; are they now, I fay, 
bounded within a ſacred compaſſe, and ſpent ypon holie 
things, and the neceſſaric affaires of thy honeſt and lawfull 
calling? Is thy vnderſtanding informed, and acquainted with 
the myſterie of ſaluation, which the world, andthe wiſe men 
thereof, account nothing but madneſle and follic? Is th 
memorie, which hath heretofore been Ruffed with wall, 
and toyes, vanities and follies, now capable and greedie of 
divine knowledge? Arethy words, which heretofore haue 
beenfull of prophaneneſſe and worldlineſſe, now dire&ed 
rifie God,andto giue grace vntothe hearers? Nay, yet 
further befides this inward renouation of the facultics of th 
ce ſanRtified all thy outward 
the bu- 
? Artthou inwardly affeQ&ed 


glo 

ſoule; hath the power of 

ations? Doſt thou now order(in euery particular 
fineſſes of thy vocation religiouſly, conſcionably, and by di- 


| 


ro 


rection out of the werd of 
and fairhfull in the performance of religious duties? as in 
hearing the word of God, in fanQifying the Sabbathpin 
prayer and the reſt. Doſt thounow heare the word of God, 
notonely of courſe and cuſtome, but of zeale and conſcience 
to reforme thy ſelfe by'it, and to liue afterit ? Doe not the 
weeke-daies duties,and worldly cares drownethy minde on 
the Sabbath; but that thou doft the whole day entirely,free- 
ly and chearefully attend the worſhip of God? Doſt thou 
exerciſe daily with fruite and feeling, prayer, that precious 
comfort of the faithfull Chriſtians? Thow being conuerted, 
doſt thoulabour the conuerfion of others, eſpecially of thoſe 
whichare committed any way tothy charge, and for whom 
thou muſt giue amore ftrit account; as if thou be amaſter 
of 2 familic, doſt thou pray with them,and inftrutthemin 
the doGtrine of ſaluation,and waies of godlines ?, Doft thou 
now not onely ſticke at,and forbeare great and grofle "_—_ 
ut 


| 
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| the joyes of heauen are thine : cuen all _ are thine, and 


but doft thou cuen hatethe garment ſpotted of the fleſh, & 
all appearance of cuill?Doth the tendernes of thy conſcience 
checke- thee for the leaſt finnes, and make rhee fearefull 
to offend, though it be but in a wandring cogitation ? Af- 
ter cuery fall into infirmities, art thou to renew 
thy repentance, and learne wiſedome-and watchfulneſſe to 
awoid them afterwards? Doeſt thou feele thy ſelfe profit, 
w and cncreaſe in theſe fruits and effe&ts of grace? And 
thou ſuch a gratious taſte of the glory of God, and of e- 
ternall life, that thou art euen willing and 'defirous to meete 
thy Sauiour in the clouds;- not ſo much to bee ridour of 
the miſcries of this life, as to bee freed from the heauie bur- 
then of finne, which hangs on ſo faſt, and to enioy his pre- 
ſence in the heauens for euer ? In a word, as thy foule giues 
life, ſpirit, and motion to thy whole bodie, and euery part 
thereof; doththe ſpirit of God euen ſo infpire thy foule and 


| body,and all thy ions with the life of grace? Why then, | 
o 


thou haſt paſt the perfeCtions of the formall hypocrite, and 
are poſleſt of the ſtate of true bleſſedneſſe; thou art then hap- 
iethat cuer thou waſt borne; thy way is certainly the way 
of life : And I can aſſure thee, and I'dare boldly pronounce 
it, that thou art-already vtterly out of the reach of all the 
powers ofhell : Satanis chained vp, for ener doing thee any 
deadly hurt >Alf the creatures are reconciled vnto thee, and 
at league with thee: Thou haſt filed the Angels with ioy at 
thy conuerfion, they will for euer guard thee: Thiou ſhalc 
neuer more be afraid for any cuill tidings, Though the carth 
be moued, and though themountaines fall into the middeſt 
of the ſea;thy heart ſhall abide ſtrong, ynſhaken, and com- 
fortable.When thou falleſt downe vpon thy bed of ſicknes, 
thou ſhalt finde no morraltpoyſon in thy fleſh; no ſting in 
death ; no darknefſe in the graue ; no amazement at that 
great and fearful day. For all the merits and ſufferings of 
Chriſt are thine; althe comforts of Gods children are 
thine; all the bleſſings: in the booke of God are: thine; all 
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—_ art Chriſts, and Chriſt is Gods. Onely Rand faſt in the 
faith 
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faith ; quit thy ſelfe like a man,and be ſtrong; gird thy (word 
ypon thy thigh; buckle faſt ynco thee the whole armour of 

d; ride on becauſe of the word of truth; and the Lord 
thy God be with thee. Breake thorow for a while with yn- 
daunted courage the bircerneſle of the worlds malice; the 
keene razours of impoyſoned tongues; the teares and tedi- 
oulneſſe of a few & wretched dayes; for thou art nearer the 
price of the high calling, then whien thou firſt belecuedſi : 
Shine more and more in faith, in patience, in loue, in know- 
ledge, obedience, and all other Chriſtian graces, yntill the | 
nerf day,vntill thoureach the height of heauen, and the 
tull glory of the Saints af God, 

I now proceed more diſtin&tly to other markes of diffe- 
rence, betwixt the ſtate of grace and formall hypocrihie. 
Some notes of diſtinRion for my purpoſe may be raiſed out 
of thoſe places of Scripture, which I propoſed,for to ac- 
quaint you with the kinds of perfetion, & degrees of good- 
| neſſe; whereof a man as yet vnregenerate is capable,and may 
be partaker, 

In the 8. of Lake, the hearer reſembled ynto the onie 

ound,is the formall hypocrite. Hee receives the word of 
God with ioy, as doth the faithfull Chriſtian, though not in 
the ſame meaſure. But here is the ſpeciall point and marke 
that differenceth the one fromthe other, ThE word and faith 
inthe formall hypocrite haue noroores : They are not deep-=| . 
ly and ſoundly rooted and planted in his vnderſtanding,con- 
 Hemnage was. ba em and ations, 

Firſt, they are not rooted and faſtened in his vnderſtan- 
ding, by thoſe two ſacred and gracious habits, which are 
called by the Apoſtle,Col.1.9.9i«,and ove mupers : Hea- 
uenly knowledge,or ſpeculatiue wiſedome in the myſteries 

of aluation : And ſpirituall prudence, or a ſanRified vnder- 

| ſtanding in the raddicall aftaires of the ſoule. Theſe two, as 
I conceue, for divine reuelations,and matters of: heauen, an- 

(were ina proportion to thole two intelleCtuall habits, Sa-| 
[aentig and Prudentia, mentioned by eAri/ftorle Etb, 6, for 

naturall truth,and ciuill aCtions, Sapientia, you know out of | 
the 
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the Scholes, is a worthie habit compounded of inxellig en- 
tie; which is a vaturall light and abilitic of apprehending 
and acknowledging ſpeculatiue principles, the jons 
and fountaines of all humane knowledge : and of Seientsa; 
which is an habituall and exact knowledge of all neceſſarie 
concluſions and deduQtions, by the force of reaſon, and la- 
bour of diſcourſe thence iſſuing, and grounded-thereupon, 
But Prodentie,though it be ſeated in theynderſtanding); yet 
it is icall, in reſpect of the Obie and the end; and is 
the ſoueraigne and guide of all other yertues. It doth ever 
amid the many varieties, vncertainties, and paſſages ofhu- | 
mane aRions, wiſely,and honeſtly conſule nd aduiſe, iudge 
and reſolue ; manage and execute, Euen iuſt ſa, theſe rwo 
heauenly habits,vvis, and ovnr woenas, heauenly wildome, 
and fpirituall prudence, ſhed into every ſanRtified ynder- 
ſanding by the fountaine of grace, are buſied and exerciſed 
abour {upernaturall truths, and matters of eternall life, By 
thefirſt, the child of God having the eyes of his mindeope- 
| ned and illightened, doth ſee the great myſterie of ſaluation, 

the ſecrets of the kingdome, the whole counſell, and the 
wonders of the law of God: Hee doth know what the hope 
is of his calling, and whatthe riches of his glorious inhe- 
ritance is in the Saints : he comprehends what is the breadth, 
and the length, and the depth, and the heighth. 'By the ſe- 
cond hee is enabled with a tudicious finceritie to deliberate, 
and determine in caſes of conſcience ; in the perplexitics of 
tentations in all traires, ambiguities, and difficulties inci- 
| dent ro the: conſideration and carriage of a Chriſtian ; and 

with ſpirituall diſcretion to guide nd condudt all the yn 
onsof grace, and eucry particular, both in his generall and 
ſpeciall calling. This explication premiſed, I come to tell 
you, that the word of God doth not take ſure and laſting 
raate; doth not dwell plentifully in the vnderſtanding of the 
formall hypocrite, by theſe rwo diuine habits. 

EFuſt, there is a right noble branch of diuine knowledge 

and heauenly wiſedome, ſpringing out of the myſterie of re- 


—_—. 


\Feneration; in which, as I take it, the formall hypocrite is 
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| for the moſt part vtterly ignorant. He knowes not that darke 


and fearefull paſſage, which leades from the vanities and cor- | 
ruptions of nature, and out of the dominions of darkneſſe | 
and death, through y—_ terrors and torments of ſoule, in- | 
totherich and glorious happineſle of the ſtate of grace, and 

kingdome of Chriſt. He knowes not the varictie and power 
of rentations; the cauſes, degrees,the wofull —_— and 


gre te of ſpiritual deſertions , relapſes, and 


cayes/of 

ace, He hath 'no skill in the nature, ſymptomes, and reme- 
Fies of afflicted conſciences : in the ſecret workings and 
right vſes of afflictions, infirmities, ſcandals, and diſgraces. 
Heis notacquainted with Satans transformations into the 
 glotie of an Angell; with his B41, and ivem,as:the ApoRle 


| calleth them : thar is; his depthes, his profound plots' and 
contriuances, moulded by malice and ſutttetic in» his owne 
large vnderſtanding; furniſhed with the experience of 'our 
corruptions , and the ſucceſſe of his many tentations: for 
fome-thouſands of yeeres;managed with all the crafts and 
policies-of the moſt darke and hidden corners of hell, Heis 
not acquainted with his a«*%Min, as they are called, Epheſ.6, 
I 1,his exquiſitemethods,in the wilie conueiance of his ſtra- | 
tagems and infidiatiens; in ordering his aſſaults, and diſchar- 
ging hisficrie darts, How ſometimes hee keepes as it were a 
—=x a7 of nature, in ſtriking at the roote, and labouring to 
ſoppe or poyſon the fountaine of ſpirituall life, which is 
Faith: that ſo the fruites of codlineſſ. may wither, and the 
freames of diuine grace may drie vp. Satan knowes full 
wall, that the liuely or languiſhing exerciſe of other inward 
graceszthe cold, or zealous performance of all outward du- | 
ties,depend ypon the weaknefſe or ſtrength of our faith:And 
therefore if he perceiue, that (by afree and vitall operation of 
[a Rrongfaith)our zeale,our hope, our patience, our faithful- 

nes in our _— and other graces be maintained in their 
heate,vigour and excellencie; hee labours might and maine 


to weaken,ſhake,and beate down our faich, and that by ſuch. 
meanes as theſe: 


| Firſt,by ſuggeſting to the childe of God, a A 
| | 0 
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ofthe flouriſhing of the wicked; how imperiouſly and. pro: 
of? ouſly they, domineere andreuel itin the world;how they 
ad haraltncs like'a greene Bay tree, and bring their en- 
rerpriſes to paſſe: while himſelfe lyes trampled vpon by 
their inſolencies, oppreſſions and prophane cenſures; while 

erhaps hee lingers and pines vnder {ome heauie crofſeand 
_ viſitation ; and for -all his prayers, his groanes, his pa- 
tience yet findes {mall comfort,no deliuerance,for ends beſt 
knowne vnto his heauenly Father; ſo that he may outward- 
ly.euen periſh in his troubles, This is a ſhrewd tentation,and 
in ſorne meaſure preuailed againſt Dazid; it made ſotall,and 
well rooteda Cedar to ſtagger : nay, this tempeſt had neere 
.ouerturned him ; this blow had wounded his faith to death, 
had hee not in good time ſept into the SanRuarie of the 
Lord, and ynderſtood the has pf theſe men; How ſuddenly 
they are deftroyed, periſhed, and horribly conſumed : and con- 
ſidered howſoeuer the godly be vext with men or diuels, for 


the dayes of their vanitie in this miſerable world; yetit euer 


goos well-with them at the laſt. 

©, A ſecond meanes, by which Satan endeuours the weake- 
ning of our faith, is this : He curiouſly obſerues all ſeaſons 
mb adoantages; and therefore if hee ſpie our mindesto bee 
ouercaſt with ſome cloud of melancholy , the ſeate many 
times of ynneceſlary diſtruſts and feares; orto be caſt downe 
with ſome {ad and heauy accident, and worldly diſcomfort; 
hee preſently afreſh repreſents vnto the view of our conſci- 
ence, the! many and great finnes of our ynregeneration in 
their foulleſt ſhape; that ſo by their renewed horror,heterri- 
fying and affrighting vs, may raiſe new doubtings and a- 
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of faith. 


— 


A third weapon, by which hee ſtrikerh at our faith,I rake 
to be oneof his owne immediate ſuggeſtions,and thatis this: 


and, plenteouſly with;an aſſurance of his future happ 

|and cternall enjoyment of endleſſe jayes in heauen; Satan, 

that our of his cruel malice he may mixe ſome helliſh poy- 
q; P 2 on 


While the heart of a godly man is refreſhing it ſelfe wer” | 
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fon with theſe riuers of comfort, labours to caſt into his 
minde,cuen ſome thoughts of impoſſibilitic of the perfor- 
| manceof the promiſes of faluation, and of the attainement of 
that excellent waight of glorie : and would gladly make 
| him thinke it incredible that hee ſhould euer bee crowned 
' with immorrtalitie; or bee ſo gloriouſly partaker thorow all 
| eternitice of vnſpeakeable comforts aboue. This tentation,as 
I take it, doth not much diſquiet the formall hypocrite, or 
any vnregenerate man. For becauſe his perſwaſion of ha 
pineſſe to come, is falſe and miſgrounded, and that hee hath 
no ſound aſſurance of heauen ; Saran is too wilie roſuggeſt 
ynto him doubts and diftraCtions of this nature.But - . 
ſoruer it lights,it is of fearefull conſequence; and therefore 
not to bee debated ypon bythe thoughts, or diſputed with 
Saran; that is not the way to conquer this tentation : bur ſud- 
denly, and reſolutely to bee repeld by the power of prayer; 
and out of an holy conterypt of ſo baſe wy lying malice, to 
bee caſt as dung vpon the face of the tempter. Sothat the | 
faithfull Chriſtian for all this, may maintaine and poſſeſſe 
his heart in patience, and ynconquerable comfort out of theſe 
two confiderarions : 
1 Firſt,if hee be a diuc!l and prince of hell, as Gods childe 
(ſeeks ſenſibly and certainly by this preſent immediate ſug- 
geſtion ; why then vndoubredly there is the glorie of infinite 
Maieſtic in heauen, Angels, Saints, boundleſſe and endleſſe| 
bleſſednefle of everlaſting time. | 
2 Secondly hee is to confider,that in the daies of his ſecuri- 
| tie and worldlinefſe,no ſuch ſcruples aroſe in his thoughts : 
ſ And therefore it is only a malitious tricke ofthe enemie of all 
true comfort,to defeate vs of eurheauch ypon earth, our aſ- | 
ſ{urance of heauen in the world to come, | 
4 Afourth way of weakenitg our faith,js this : Tf Saran, by 
raking (inthe nick)rhe tide of our fraile and imporent affes- | 
p Qiotts, by cafting vs vnawares vpon occaſions and allure- 
| metits; or by the ſuddenneffe; fubrittie or violence of ſome 
rentation, 'be able to halt vs againe into fone grofſe and: 
| —_ finne;to which;by reaſon of our naturall difpoſi= 
tion 
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tion and cuſtome, wee were often,and moft principall ob- 
noxious before our calling: why then,from thence he drawes 
and enforceth vpon vs diſcomfortable, and faich-killing 
concluſions, He preſently infers ypon ſuch relapſes; that we 
wy *s 0659 our wars 9m our holinefle indeed is 
ut hypocrifie, that our faith is but temporary,and our con- 
uerfion counterfeit : Otherwiſe the grace of God would be 
ſufficient for vs, and the power of his fanQtifying fpirir, 


wouldatthe leaſt fo far reſtraine ys, bridle and mortifie our 
corruptions,that we ſhould not break out againe, and back-| 
flide into a fin ſo much loathed and repented of. Otherwiſe, 
| as our ſweer,and maſter-fin inthe time of our ynregenerati- 
on made the deepeſt gaſh, the wideſt gap into our conſcien- 
ces; ſoif we were indeed in the tate of grace, we ſhould moſt 
carefully 8 tenderly cloſe vp that wound, and be moſt vigi- 
lant and ſolicitous in fencing and fortifying that breach be- 
{fore any other.By this meanes Satan many times giues a ſore 
blow to our faith, and breeds much heauineſſe and diſcom- 
fort in the ſoule, 

Thus Satan in his tentations, ſometimes proceedes by a 
method(as it were)of nature, in ſtriking at faith, the root and 
heart of our ſpirituall life. Bur if he be not able to faften his 
fierie darts vpon the ſhield of faith ; why then he takes a con- 
trarie courſe and merhod,as it may beſt fit his aduantage,and 
more eaſie inſinuation. For he attempts the dulling and di- 
miniſhing of our zeale, and forwardnefle in religion,and 0- 
ther fruits of faith, and inferiour parts of ſanQtification, And 
that by ſuchmeanes as theſe: 


One , by which hee labours to wound our feruen- 
cie, and fai einduries of holinefle,andto hinder the 
entire exerciſe of the graves of ſanflification, is: iti 
eſpie vsto bee encompat ith worldly ,reputation 
———_ men, honours and offices, plentie of wealth-and 
ferments - (by che hedpe of the 
naturall 


aprnes of y sroenſndreand ntangle) 
wo beet inout hems, 'v ard ſecurnic , rhe wo 
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great and dangerous conſumptions of {pirituall lite, For it 
worldlinefle once take poſleflion of our hearts, it: waſtes by 
little and little our ioy in heauenly things, our comtort_ in 
the communion of Saints, our longings for the incompre- 
henkible and euerlaſting happineſle : it bantſheth all choughr 
of the worth of our ſoules, of the: {pirituall Rate of our con= 
ſcience, ofthe vanitie and change of this preſent lite, of the 
glorious riſing againe of our bodies, and the immortalitie'of 
the ſecond lite : andin ſtead thereof filleth ys with earthly 
cares, with feares, iealoubies, griefe, hopes, wiſhes,indepen- | 
dance vpon the prouidence of God, and a thouſand plat- | 
formes 5 the encreaſement and ſecuring of our outward 


felicitic and ſecuritie : It makes vs inſenſible of Gods iudge- 
ments,of our falling from our firſt loue, of the danger where- 
in we ſtand : It makes vs put farre from ys the euilt day; and 
tothinke our mountaine ſo ſtrong, that wee ſhall neuer bee 
mooued, but continue in our happic ſtate, and dye inthe 
neaſ?, | 

Secondly,hee ſeekes to weaken our practice of godlineſle, 
by faſtening vpon vs vncheerefulneſſe, and vnprotitableneſle 
in the meanes of the preſeruation of grace. For it he can once | 
make vs cold and negligent,or onely formall,and curſorie in 
the daily examination of our conſciences, in hearing the 
word of God, in the godlie exerciſes with our ſchollers or 
families,in publike prayer, or our more priuate ſtriving with 
God by groanes and arng for theſupply of ſome grace or 
Kaas x of ſome corruption; then there euer ellowves a 
languiſhing and decay of the life of grace. If we but perfun- 
Rorily receiue the heauenly food into our ynderſtandings ; | 
and being hindered by diftra&tions, cardeſneſle or worldly 
cares,not digeſt it by meditation and-conference,and. by ſpi- 
rituall exerciſe of feruent prayer conuey it into the ſeuerall 
parts of our ſoules; our new man will quickly fall into a con- 
ſumption. | 


ſy ay ro notably dull and darken our holineſſe: 
and finceritie,, by caſting vs ypon yngodly and prophane 
| companie; which hath Iknow not what ſeater v7 OY 
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ing power to transforme others into their owne faſhions 
| and conditions ; and to make them ſometimes to condemne 
their former forwardneſlſe and zeale in the ſeruice of God, 
For as the ſeed calt into the earth, drawes vnto it ſelfe by lit- 
tle and little the propertie of that ſoile, whereunto it is tranſ- 
ported, vntill at length it becomes like that which doth 
there naturally grow: ſo the ſpirits and manners of mien.com- 
monly conforme themſelues to thoſe, with whom they ordi- 
| carnly conuerſe. Lamentable then is their caſe, baſe their 
reſolution, and miſerable their comfort; who for aduantage, 
| ation, foreſight and hope of future gratifications, or any 
; other by-reſpect, plunge themſelues inco ſuch corhpamies, 
' where'perhaps they may enioy many. pleaſant paſlages' of 
wit, ſer and arrificiall difports and paſſing-the time, dire- 
; tion in their worldlie affaires, combination againſt the } 
power of religion , and the true profeſſours thereof : but] 
where they ſhall finde no furtherance inthe way to heauen, 
no comfort in heauenly things, no encouragement to pie- 
tie, no counſell in tentations, no conſolation vpon their ws 
deaths-bed. O how much better were it, for theſe few and | 
wretched dayes, to fort and ſolace themſelues amongſt the 
Saints of God, with whom _ might ſhine as glorious 
lights together in the carth, and hereafter inthe heauens a- 
boue the brightneſle of the Sunne for euermore; rather then 
prophanely to ſport themſetues in £Meſhech, and for a ſea- |' 
{on proudly to ruffle it in the tents of Kedar, where there is 
no light- of grace, no ioynt expetation of eternitie.; but 
darkeneſſe of finne, and ſhadow of death | Miſtake me not 
in this point : T would not haue men go out of the world, or 
| become Separates, I would rather haue themyif they will K 
''vnderſtand 'Pawl aright; bee made all things toall men,that 
' they might by all meanes ſaue ſome: Thatis, I would haue 
the children of God not be wanting in any offices of kind-. 
 neſle or pietie; but to yeeld and' communicate themſchues 
\ſofarre; as dutie;charitie,humanitic, neceſſyic of their gene- 
Yall or particular calling vpon good warrant, and iuft occa- 
 fiortmay challenge and exadt at their hands, Bur as for afree | 


and 
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and full communication of the ſecrets of their ſoule, of their 
deareſt aftetions, of their ſpirituall eſtate, of their ioyful- 
leſt and beſt expence of time; I would haue that only vouch- 
fafed and conucied into the faithfull boſome of a true Chri- 
ſtian, and confined to grace, as it peculiar and principall Ob- 
ie. Let their goodneſle,and good deedes ſpread withour | 
limit; but their delight and intimarteneſſe, is to be reſtrained 
and appropriated to the Saints that are on the carth, and to 
the truly excellent, which are onely the godly, Henceitis 
that Gods children are many times cenſured for morofiie, 
ynſociableneſle, diſdainefulneſſe of ſpirit, and oppoſition 
to good fellowſhip; when God knowes they can finde no 
tate in the white of an egge, no ſtrength in a broken ſaffe 
of reede, no comfort in - men of he world, who haue 
their portion in this life; and therefore they would not 
part with their Paradiſe of communion of Saints, or com- 
fortable communication with God in their ſolitarineſle, 
for the compenie of Kings, and a world of carnall content- 
ments. 

Pourthly, Satan doth ſometime worke a foule decay of 

ce,and exerciſe of godlineſſe, by putting into our heads 
ome inordinate plot and forecaſi,for preferment and great- 
neſle. For if he can once ſet our thoughts bufily on footefor 
proieQting and contriuing (with exceſſive deſire, ambirion 
and inefſe) ſome-honour, office, or high place; why 
then, farewell zeale;farewel taking part with Gods children; 
farewell: an vnſhaken reſolution;in ſtanding forthe honour, 
truth,and ſervice of God; and a Chriſtian courage in repro- 
uing fins. For then we muſt live reſeruedly; we muſt be con- 
rent to part with our libertie, and be depriued of our ſclues : 
We mult labour to fatisfic and accommodate our ſclues to 
the humours, pleaſures, and paſſions of men. In a word, our 
whole carriage muſt hold a neceſſarie and exact correſpon- 
dence with the men and meanes that arc able to promote vs; 
forſo yncertaine and irregularare the revolutions of mens 


chat many timesif a man but miſſe, or miſtime one 
ie or circumſiantiall obſeruance,it is enoughto an 
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him off, and vtterly caſhire him from his hopes and ends. 
Moſt miſerable and ſeruile is their life, that thus forſake the 
ſtrong tower of their ſaluation,and claſpe their hand of faith 
about the arme of fleſh. For they do not only bereaue them- 
ſclues of that worthy freedome of ſpirit, which an honeſt 
Heathen would not exchange for his life : but alſo as they 
grow into a habite of ſeruitude and baſe engagements ynto 
men ; ſo they grow into a ſlauery ynto fin,and bondage vnto 
the corruptions of the time. And the higher they rite into 


finke into the miſcries of baſenefle and flattery,and the hig 
diſpleaſure of Almighty God : and at length. if they attaine 
their ends,(for ſometimes they die in the tedious proſecuti- 
on of ſome yndeſerued dignity ) they double their &:ſcom- 
mor encreaſe their account, For commonly where the 
urſuit and purchaſe of any honor and preferment hath been 
Dae and indire&; there the diſcharge and execution is for- 
mall,vaine-glorious,and vnconſcionable. 
Thus you lee a ſecond method of Satan, whercby he goes 
about to kill the fruits of faith ; and to cauſe, if nor an ver 
ceſlation,yet much weaknes and interruptionsinthe operati- 
ons of grace, 
Many moe ſuch depths and proceedings he hath in ten- 
tations, As for examples : 
Ifhe meet with notoriouſly wickedmen; as Drunkards, 
Swearers,vncleane perſons,and the like; he tempts them to 
Atheiſme, a reprobae ſenſe, contempr of Gods worſhip 
and ſeruice,and to the great offence. To defend their leaud 
and gracelefſe courſes; to glory in their fianes, and in their 


fauour with prophane greatneſle and policy, the deeper = 


dexterity of making others drunke with the ſame iniquitie. 
He tickles and ſtrikes the bargaine betwixt them,and death 
and hell; and enters(as it were) bond for the performance of 
the coucnant, Hee tempts them to ſcorning ; and by their 
ſcoffings and railings, in ſome ſort, to'the defpifing of the 
ſpirir of grace in the children of light; which is a foule figne 
of aſeared conſcience, and a fearctull preparatiue to finne 
_ holy Ghoft. Theſe are Satans Randard-bearers; 
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and therefore he inſpires them with extraordinary boldnes,' 
and deſperateneſſe in ſinning ; and teacheth them to march 
furiouſly in variety of rebellions againſt the Maieſty of hea- | 
uen, | 
Ifhee meete with honeſt ciuill men, hee labours to per- | 
{wade them, that iuſt and vpright dealing with their neigh- | 
bours,good meanings and intentions in matters of religion, | 
are the very life of the ſeruice of God, and a ſufficient way | 
to heauen : And to conceiue, finne and fincerity to beeno- | 
thing elſe bur morall vertues and vices; the power of ſanQti- | 
fication, to be nothing bur good education; the praQtice of | 
godlineſſe,to be nothing bur ſober and honeſt behauiour; | 
and the whole myſtery of — to bee onely a graue | 
and ſtayed ciuility : And the much adoe about faithfull and 
conſcionable preaching, to bee onely the humour of ſome | . 
odde fellowes, that would be accounted ſingular and ws 
hicall, | 
F If he meete with formall hypocrites, who beſides immu- 
nitie from grofle finnes, and tharr ciuill honeſty, are carefull | 
and faſhionable in the outward duties of religion, yet ſhort 
of a ſound conuerſion ; he labours -might and maine to ſet- 
tleinthem an opinion, that the ſtate of regeneration is no- 
thing bur preciſeneſſe and puritaniſme ; that ſauing ſincerity 
and atrue practice of holineſle, is onely a trair{ſcendent /dea, 
conſiſting in pure abſtraction, conceiued in the irregular 
and ſtirring heads of ſome buſie and pragmaticall fellowes, 
fhadowed onely with a number of faire | —_— and preten- 
ces, butreally exiſtent and ated no where. And that they- 
may more ſecurely and obſtinatly reſt vpon this perſwaſion, 
he turniſheth them with a notable art of miſconceiting and 
mil-interpreting the ations of grace;zand of making, by o- 
dious exaggerations, alittle hole in the coate of a ſound 
Chriſtian,as wide as hell. Hence it is that David is many” 
times made ſport with, and merrily ieſted ypon by them, 
with the falſe {coffers at their feaſts and banquets; and hath 
things laid co his charge, with much confidence,but without 


all conſcience, which ( God thou knoweſt ) hee neuer knew. 
| | * Hence | 
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Hence it is, that many times thoſe aCtions, in which, for the 
truth and yprightneſle of his heart, and the iuftneſſe and in- 
nocency of his cauſe, he dare appeale to the tribuall of God, 
(the impartial ſearcher of the inmoſt thoughts,and ſeuere re- 
uenger of all falſehood) yer are racked by vile and baſe mil- 
conliructions,and interpreted to bee the workes of darkenes 
and deceit. Andiif they take a godly man bur tripping in 
ſome leſſer error in his cariage, and that perhaps but forged 
in their owne wilfull mifconceit ; they thence raiſe matter, 
not only of trumph and inſultation, but(which is much more 
fearefull)of chearing,applauding,and confirming themſelues 
in their preſent wretched ſtate. 

Bur if Satan mcete with a man, that by the grace of God 
is alreadie entred into the pangs of his trauell in the new 
birth, and with ſorrow for his fins is ſmitten downe into the 
place of Dragons, and couered with the ſhadow of death; 
then he eagerly ftriues to ſtifle the new man in the wombe; 
and by preſenting to his view the vglie viſage of his many 
and outragious tranſgreſſions, the curſe of the Law, andthe 
wrath of God om he yet makes more greizly and fierce 
by his owne helliſh malice), toplunge him into - bottom- 
leſſe gulfe of irrecouerable horror and deſperation, But if by 
the mercies of God he finke not, but betime lay hold vpon 
the iuſtice of Chriſt, and that boundleſlc compaſſion, which 
neuer knew how to breake the bruiſed reede, or quench the 
{moaking flaxe; but holds a broken and contrite heart farre 
more precious,then the ſacrifice ofthe beaſts on a thouſand 
mountaines,and then ten thouſand riuers of oyle : why then 
hee ſtands like a great red Dragon in his way, at the very firſt 
\entrance into the Kingdome of light,and profeſſion of tince- 
ritic,and caſts out of his mouth floods of perſecutions, vexa 
tions and oppoſitions; that ſo he may ouerwhelme and cruſh 
(him belvee be come to any growth or ſtrength in Chriſt, and 

a full comprehenſion of the myſterie of grace. And to this 
end he ers on _ - fire roo, and — _ ra- 
zors many a leaud and prophane tongue, to ſcoffte, diſgrace 
and diſcourage him in hn, bur bleſſed paſſage <0 
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thouſand moe, Amid which infinite varietie,he is for the moſt | 
part conſtant in one point of policie,and that is this, He con- | 
ceales his greatelt furic, his moſt deſperate aſſault vnto the 
laſt:Herelerues his fierieſt dart,his deadlieſt poiſon, his ſhar- 
peſt ſting, his Gunpowder-plor, vntill hee meete vs on our 
deaths-bed. Wherefore, beloued in Chriſt Ieſus,we had need 
euery man to be ſtrongly and ſoundly prepared and atmed a- 
ainſt that great and laſt encounter with Satan ; ypon which 
. cy our euerlaſting eſtate,cither inthe ioyes of heauen, 
or paines of hell. Oh! at that day, (and we little know how 
neere itis) itis not our deepe reaches and vnfathom'd poli- 
cies and proiects, the countenance and patronage of great 
perſonages,our merry and pleaſant companions, or the plu- 
ralitie of liuings and preferments,that can yeeld vs any com- 
fort or aſſiſtancein that terrible and fearefull combate. Nay, 
though we now little thinke vpon it,all the worldly content- 
ments, that we haue either directly purchaſed,or vnconſcio- 


nably imploid, hee will then turne vnto vs into Scorpions 
Rings, and Wormes of conſcience.Oncly at that day a good | 
conſcience will hold out as armour of proofe; which, as it | 
hath been on earth a continuall feaft, ſo then it will bee vnto | 
vs a great and cuerlaſting /zbilee for euermore. 

By this time you eafily perceiue,and I am very ſenſible of 
the digreſſion I haue made : bur Ihaue done it,onely to giue 
you a taſte of that part of diuine knowledge abour the depths 
of Satan,and {pirituall tare of fanQified foules and affli ted 
conlciences z which T rake to bee Gods childs peculiar, and 
in which the formall hypocrite hath lirtle skill or exerciſe.For 
the deepe and diuine ponderations of this nature vpon theſe 
points,do not much take vp or trouble his mind and medita- 
tions. Iris a precious knowledge, abſtracted by an holy ex- 
perience from thepractiſe and: aftions of true and ſound re- | 
generation ; and therefore it is tranſcendent to hismcſt hap- | 
pie naturall capacitie,co the depth of his worldly wiſedome, 
and to the greateſt height of his ſpeculations, though other- | 
wiſc neuer ſo vniuerſall andprofound, 


Now as conceming other parts of diuine knowledge, and | 


I 


* a I other | + 


C——————_ 


| 


RC _—_— 


| 103 | A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 


| ——_ _———— 


other points of religion; hee may be furniſhed with ſtore of | 
rare and excellent learning, in Fathers, Schoolemen, Com. | 
| mentaries, Controuerſies; hee may be endued with ſubriltie | 
in diſputing and defending the truth of God : yea, andin re- | 
ſoluing caſes of conſcience too,fo farre as a formall oblerua- | 
tion,and Popiſh Doctors can leade him. For their reſolutions 
in that kinde, are oncly buſicd about caſes incident to their 
| Antichriſtian Hierarchie; about perplexitics ariſing out of 
their will-worſhip and bloodie ſuperſtition, and determina- | 
' tion of ſome particulars in the Commandements, which may , 
fall within the capacitic of an vnregenerate man : but their ; 
' profeſſion, Imeane the Papacie, cannot poſliblie reach vnto 
the heart of godlineſle, the myſterie of regeneration, and the 
; auing power of the life to come, Nay, yet beſides this, the 
' formall hypocrite may be made partaker of ſome degrees of 
| theſpirit of illumination, in vnderſtanding, and interpreting 
| the booke of God, for the good of his Church and children, 
| For I doubt not, butmany haue much light of judgement, 
| that haue little integritie of conſcience; andare inſpired with 
the ſpirit of illumination for the good of others, that haue no 
| part inthe ſpirit of ſanCtification and ſound conuerfion for 
| their owne happineſſe. But yer me thinkes there may be con- 
| ceiued ſome differences betwixt the childe of God, and the 
formall hypocrite,in the very —_—_ and knowledge of 
Gods truth, and in apprehenſion of things diuine in the vn- 
derſtanding : Which I take to be ſuch as theſe, 
x Firſt, the light of diuine knowledge in the formall hypo- 


crite, doth onely diſcharge his beames and brightnes ypon 
others; butneuer returnes and reflets on his 6wne ſoule to- 
an exact diſcouerie of the darkeneſle of his owne vnderſtan- 
ding,the diſorder of his affeRions, the ſlumber of his conſci- 
ence, the deadneſſc. of his heart : but  childe of God is 
euer in ſome meaſure, both a burning ſhining Lampe 
he is both illighrened and inflamed inwardly in his owne vn- 
derſtanding,heart and affeRions;and alſo the brightneſſe of 
his Chriſtian vertues, are euer diſperſed and working vpon 
| | others. Wherelocuer hee liucs, hee ſhines as a light, amid a 
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naughty and crooked generation, in the fight and cenſure | | 
of God, the bleſſed Angels, and good men; though to the | | 
iudgement of the world, and eye of prophancſle, his glo- | 
rious graces euer did, and euer will appeareto bee nothing | 
bur darknefle and difſembling. You may conceiue this dit- ' 
ference thus :The ſun-beames(you know) are not onely caſt ' 
and ſhead into the inferiour Orbs and aire ; bur are firſt roo-. | | 
tedin the Sunne, and doc inwardly and vniverlally fill with 
lightthar faire and glorious body : It-is orherwile in the | 
Moone; for howſoeuer ſhee receiue light, for thecheering 
and comforting other bodies, yet ſhe remaines darke with- 
in,and in reſpect of her lelfe,it terues only to make her ſpots 
more conſpicuous, Itis iuſtſo im the pointwe haue in hand : 
Thelight of divine knowledge in the child of God,dothnot 
only (line vpon the {oules of others for their inſtructionand 
refreſhing ; - doth firſt fully illuminate his owne, though 
not to an excellency of degree ,' forthat'is reſerucd, for hea- 
uen; yet to aperfection.at parts, of which onely: our morta- 
lity is capable, But,in the: formall. hypocrite, howſocuer it 
may ſometimes + difpell- tgtiorance! and -errours 'from th 
mindes of others ; yet within he 5s darkneſfe in the  Abſtrat 
in reſpect of ſauing light, as is every 'vnregenerate man, E- 
pheſ. 5.8. And his light of knowledge inreſpeCtof himlſelfe, 
lerues onely to make his fins mote foule and finfull, his dam- 
nation.more iuſt,and himſclfe more inexcuſable. For bee that | 
hnowes bus maſters will, and doth it not, ſhall bee beaten with 
many ſtripes. | 
Secondly , the. knowledge of divine myſteries in Gods|' » 
child, is entetained and enioyed with a peculiat kinde of | 
ſweetnes; with an impreſſion of incomparable ioy and plea- | 
ſure : It is farre ſweeter vnto himthen honey, and the honey | 
combe : Hee hath more delight in it, then in all manner of | 
riches : It is-more precious vnto him then gold, yea then | 
much fine gold : It begets and tirtes in him FA 
and affe&tions correſpondent to. it pretiouſn 
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lencie. Butit isnot ſo with the formall hypocrite; for his | 
| earthly-mindednefſe,by which his affeCtions are (as it were) | | 
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glued vnto the faſhions of the world ; if hee were ſenſible of 
it, would tell him that it is many times not ſo ſweet vnto him 
| as his pleaſures: His cloſe couctouſneſle,or other vnconſcio- 
nableneſle in his calling,if his conſcience were illightened, 
| would informe him, that many times it is not ſo deare yato 
him as gold. 

Thirdly, the child of God hath an humble and gracious 
reſolution, aſweete and willing ſubmiſſion ever mixt with 
his divine knowledge, of __ maſtered, guided and go- 
uerned by it; though againſt the violent bent of his owne 
inclination,and the current ofthe time : but the formall hy- 
pocrite(if he deale faithfully with his owne heart) may feele 
in himſelfe a ſecrer ſubordination and fubiection of his vn- 
derſtanding rherin, to his wealth, honours, and worldly pre- 
ferments. | 

Fourthly,in apprehenſion of diuine truth in the formall hy- 
ocrite,the power of naturall diſcourſe, and light of er” 
es the chicfeſt ſway; and therefore he ſtickes(as it were) 
in the bone and barke,in generalities, and mncertainties : but 
in the child ofGod,the ſacredilluftration of Gods ſpirit doth 
plentifully concurre; and therefore he is able to prie into,and 
picrce the marrow and pith of Gods holy truth, the particu- 
lar veines,andthe ſauing ſenſethereof. 

I come now tothe other habite, which the Apoſtle calleth 
ovrwwie mmwpenns, ſpirituall prudence, by which the word and 
faith take noroote in the vnderſtanding of theformall hypo- 
crite. 

This habite,]I rold you,isa ſpirituall prudence,or a ſan&ti- 
fied vnderſtanding inthe practical affaires of the ſoule; by 
which a regenerate man is inabled,with a iudicious finceri- 
tie, to deliberate and determine in caſes of conſcience,in the 

erplexities of tentations, in all ſtraits, ambiguities, and dif. 
Fculties incident tothe conſideration and caniage of a Chri- 
ſian; and with ſpirituall diſcretionto guide and condu& all 
the actions of grace, and euery particular, both in his gene- 
rall and ſpeciall calling. 
This wiſedome (as 1 take it) is an attendant ypon iuftify- 
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(ing faith, and onely and inſeparablie annexed ynto ſauing 
ce; and therefore the formall hypocrite, though I place 
fim inthe higheſt perfeQtion, that 1s attaineable in the Nate 
of ynregeneration, is vtterly yncapable of it, and a meere 
ſtranger vnto it,as he is ynto the life of God, 

By this holic wiſedome, Dawid, Pſalme 1 19. verſe 99, is 
ſaid to bee wiſerthen his aduerſaries; that is, then Sew/, and 
all his policicke States-men, then his teachers, then the an- 
cient. If wiſeloine were loſt, me thinkes it ſhould be found 
amongſt Politicians(the Oracles of imperiall depthes and 
ſecrets of State; the pillars of Common-wealths and king- 
doms): amongſt profound Doors and Rabbins(the fathers 
of knowledge and learning ): amongſt the ancient, whoſe 
age is many times crowned with ripeneſſe of iudgement, 


vec mnouara, ſpirituall prudence (for the ſame word is vied 
there by the Seprtuagints, which the Apoſtle hath, Col.1.9.) 
Daxid farre ſurmounteth them all; in reſpe& of which, the 
flower and quinteſſence of all their nib and poli- 
cies was nothing bur glortous follic and profound fimplici- 
tie, Hence it is,that many a poore ſoule illiterate and neg- 
leed, proudly paſſed by, and many times trampled vpon 
with Gif race and vexatiaqn, by worldlie wiſe men ; yet li- 
uin __ a conſtant and conſcionable Miniſterie, is infi- 
nitely more wiſe then the greateſt Clerkes, and learnedeft 
Dodors, both in giuing counſell and aduice in fpirituall af- 
faires,and in conduQting their owne ſoules,in theſe ſtrange. 
lie prophane and deſperate daies,thorow the ftraite way to 
heauen. 

Hence then you may ſee a cleere difference, The formall 
hypocrite, ſo farre as naturall wit, | 3 —_—_ of education, ci- 
uill honeſtie, morall diſcretion,politicke wiſedome can in- 
lighten and leade him, may manage his a&tions and affaires 
with cxaQneſle and reputation, gloriouſlic and without ex- 
ception in the ſight and iudgement of the world. Nay, be- 
ſides, ſometimes by an addition of ſome inferiour and more 
generall graces of Gods ſpirit, hee wy ſet ypon them ſuch 
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an outward pliſtering, that they may dazle the eyes of the 
beſt difcerning ſpirit,and deceiue his owne heart with a falſe 
per{wafion,that they are the true ations ey ron, and plca- 
ling vnto God. But ouer and aboue all thele, (which is ne- 
uer to bee foundin the*ynregenerate) there is ins the ynder- 


' ſtanding of the child of God, a more excellent and ſuperiour 
' vigour, that "_—_ his ations with a high and more hea- 
| uenly nature; that breathes into them the life of grace;that 
| guides them with truth and ſinglenes ofheary, and finceri- 
| tie in all circumſtances, to the glorie and acceptation of 
God; the comfort of his owne conſcience, and good of his 
brethren. There is a farre cleerer and brighter eye ſhining 
inthe ſoule of euery regenerateman, in wn ercof the 
faireſt lights of all other knowledge and wiſedome are E- 
gyptian darkneſſe; which doth cuer faithfully deſcrie and diſ- 
couer vnto him the ſtraite, though vnbeaten path to immor- 
talitie,thorow all the paſſages and particulars of his life : Ir 
rcucales vntohimthe wiſelt and moſt conſcionable reſolu- 
tion in all ſpirituall debatements; the beft and fitteſt ſeaſons 
of reprouing finnes and winning ſoules ynto God; many ob- 
liquities of aCtions, iniquitie, of many circumſtances ; the 
right vies of his owne afflitions, diſgraces and infirmities, 
which the formall hypocrite cannot poſſibly diſcerne, be- 
cauſe he is ſtarke blind on this eye. 
Amongſt infinite, I will giue one inſtance of the gracious 
| workings, and power of this diuine habit; 
| Letvs imagine ancuill report or falſe ſlaunder to bee yn- 
 iuſtly raiſed(and without ground) ypon the formall hypo- 
i crite, though it ſeldome befall ſuch ; for commonly pro- 
hane men are more countenanced , better conceiued and 
{poken of by the greater part, and by great men, thenth 
deſerue, Yer if it fo fall out; this or the like is his behaui- 
our : Hee perhaps proclaimes and proteſts his cleerencfle in 
the caſe too ambitiouſly and impudently; not with that hu- 
militie and fpirituall diſcretion : Hee pleaſeth and applau- 
| derh himlelfe in his innocencie, for this. particular, boyſte- 
| rouflie and with clamour; which perhaps ſecretly breeds a 
more 
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mote generall Phariſaicall ſelfe-conceit of the teſt of his 
wayes : He angerly conteſts with the iniquitie, and ingrati- 
tude of the world, for caſting ſuch baſe Og & aſper-| 
fions ypon goodnefſſe and yertue: He would gladly bearcit 
out brauely, and make others thinke that he paſſcthjeavith- 
our wound or paffion ; bur indeede hee inwardly chlfe'and 
frers, and is much gricued and gauled with worldly forrow 
for it : the reaſon is, his reputation with men is dearer vnto 
him, then the glorie of God; his chicteſt good and comfort 
in this world, is the worlds good opinion of him. But in all 
this,hee is ſo farre from working any fpirituall good out of 
it, that hee rather entertaines a ſecret encouragement to be 
that indeed, which the world cenſures him to be, then for a 
bare conceald conſcience of his innocencie, to debarre him- 
ſelfe of a full fruition of the preſent times. 

Bur let vs now onthe other ſide, conceiue a childe of God 
to be wickedly and wrongfully ſlandered : for it is properly 
his lot and portion inthis life, to bee loaden with leaud and 
lying cenſures, with yniuſt and odious imputations ; ſome- 
times to haue many —_ things, and fearefull abomina- 
tions fathered ypon him, without all ſenſe, honeftic or proba- 
bilitie; which hee never did, hee never knew. Andifonce ill 
reports raiſed falſely ypon the godly be on wing, they flic as 
ſwift as the Eagles of the heauens. Diuels are ſpeedie Dro- 
medaries to carrie ſuch newes : They preſently paſſe thorow 
Tauernes and Ale-houſes,Citieahd-Countric, Cath and Al- 
calon; they runne farre and wide,as currant and authenticall, 
ynder the Broad-ſeale of good fellowſhip; neuer more to be 
controlled and reuerſt, vatill the matter be brought before 
that high and everlaſting Tudge. 'Burtmarkse,I pray you, the 
carriage of Gods child inthele caſes: he doth indeed ſweer- 
ly and comfortably-enioy the eonfejoutneſſeot his owne vp- 
rightneſſe; though his aduerſaries bee neuer ſo potent, or 


he will not-'take away his innocencie from himſelfe, When 
the ſharpe and empoyſoned arrowes of bitter malice-and ca- 
bumnaon come thickeſt ypon him, cuen with haile-ſhor, 
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cunning tothreape himdown, yervntill he die;as ſob ſpeaks, | Chap. 27 
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[his truly noble, and dininel reſolued ſoule is infinitly fatiſ-,.. 


fied with that in /ob: Behold now,my witneſſe i5 in the beanen, 
and my record is on high, Yethe doth labour to cleere himſelf 
ſo farre,as the honour of God,the ſatisfaRion of the godlie, | 


and danger of iuſt ſcandall require. | 


Buthe gratious conſiderations and holie praCtiſe, which | 
(in theſe afflitions of his good name) ſpirituall prudence | 
66-4 miniſters and ſuggeſts ynto him, are ſuch as 
theſe : 

Firſt,he conſiders, that howſocuer hee be innocent from 
the ſlaunder, yet the finger of God is in it,as it was in direCt- 
ing the dogged malice of curſed Shewvei,ypon the royall per- 
ſon of Dax:d; and therefore he gathers, that the Lord would 
thereby giue him notice, that ſome other things in him are 
amiſſe : That ſome ſecret corruption, by which his bleſſed| 
Spirit is grieued, is to bee ſubdued and mortified; thatfame 
grace is to bee repaired; ſome of his waies ro bee amended : 

crhaps his languiſhing zealc is to be revived and inflamed; 
his hearr, much duld with the contagious prophanenefle and 
formalitie of the times,is to be ————_ and more enlarged 
for Gods ſeruice; repentance and humilation for ſome tor- 
mer ſinne,not thorowly repented of, or in part reſumed, is to 
be renued. Perhaps the Lord hath thereby an holy purpoſe 
to reueale ynto him, the omiſſhon of ſome duties in his cal- 
ling, or ſome ſmaller faulrs(yer ſcandalous) whereof before} 
he was not ſenſible, Orit _y bee,to preuent ſome finne to! 
come, either that with which hee is falſely charged; or ſome 
other,to which his fraile nature is more inclining. Or laſtly, 
by this experience to prepare him with courage,and furni 
him with wiſedome to comfort others in the like caſe; or to | 
glorific his name by paticnce,in ſome more publike and no- | 


Hereupon the childe of God dath preſently make a priuic 
ſearch into his ſoule, doth narrowly fift the {tate of his con= 
ſcience;andafter due and impartiall examination, feclingly: 
and faithfully addreſſe himſelfe to prayer, practiſe of thele 
confiderations,and reformation of what he Feds amiſle, -j 
. Secondly, 
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Secondly, this outward crofle ypon his goo@ name by, 


| falſe ſurmiſes and ſuſpitions, makes him retire into himſelfc; 

and more fruitfully and aan, Ges, all his inward 
| comforts, his hope and delight in heauenly things, the afſu- 
rance that his name is written in the booke of life; whichno 
malice of men, or policy of hell is cuer ableto blot our. Ir 


makes him with more feruent and greedy attention to liſten 
for the trumpet of that laſt and feartulf day ; more longingly, | 
and with fixed eyes,to wait for the Lord Ieſus inthe clouds ; | 
who,as he will puniſh all prophane ſites to holineſle | 
with eucrlaſting perdition from the preſence of the Lord,and| 
from the glory of his power:ſo yndoubredly, with the bright- | 
nefſe of his comming, he will then at the furtheſt, before men. 
and Angels bring forth his righteoufneſſeas the light,and his 
iudgement as the noone day. 

Thirdly, by the mercies of God, for any fuch wretched 
and lying {lander,he isnot ſo caſt downe with worldly ſor- 
row; hee doth not ſo farre gratifie Satan and malitious men, 
as to ioyne hands with them for the affliting of his owne 
ſoule, with needleſſe diſcomforts, or — himſelfe' 
in his calling : but rather heeraiſeth matter of comfort, en- 
couragement,and reioycing. For thereby hee is mademore 
like,and conformableto his head Chriſt Ieſus; ho endured 


the crofſe, and ſuch ſpraking againſt of ſinners,and = 59m the| 


ſhame for the ioy that was ſet before bim,He hath-therby more 
waight and degrees added to his bleſſedneſſe ; more math- 
nefle and > to his crowne of immortality : Bleſſed 


are ye(laith Chriſt)when men renile yon,and ſay al manner of 


enill ag «inſt you for my ſake falſly;reivice and ——_— great |. 


i your reward in heau:n, And therefore in deſpite of malice 
and falſhood,he runs on ioytully in his race : and hauing the 
atteſtation of a cleere conſcience, the acclamations of Saints 
| and Angels, he little cares for the barking of dogs by the 
way;but followes hard towards the marke, for the price of 
the high calling of God in Chriſt Ieſus, | 
Such as thele,are the thoughts and behaviour, ſpirituall 
| wiſedome acquaints the child of God with; when his good 
R 3 name 
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name is wfonged,8 wounded with flanders &falſe reports. { 

I conclude the whole point : The knowledge and practi- | 
call wiſedome about heauenly matters in the formall hypo- ' 
crite,are dull,cold, plodding, formall,ſeruiceable,and ſubor- | 
dinate to. his worldly-happinefſe. His knowledge is #99wnc 
Th, yainac, a forme of knowledge, Rom.2.20, His practice is 
wipguec Lnceings a forme of godlineſſe, 2.Tim.3.5 : Allis forme | 
and outwardneſle : they are not deeply and ſoundly rooted | 
in him by ſanCtifying grace; nor inwardly inſpired with ſu- 
pernaturall and ſpiriruall life. But divine none e in the] 
childe of God, is called the Spirit of revelation, Epkeſ., x7 :| 
his praCticall wiſdome is ſpirituall, Colol. r.9. that is,quick, | 
aCtiue, feruent, zealous, ſtirring ; not into irregularities and 
exorbitancies,as worldly wiſdome many.times miſconſtrues, | 
but againſt the corruptions of the times; and working out of: 
all actions, occaſions and occurrents (euen our of miſeries, 
flaunders and infirmities) ſome glorie vnto God, ſome good 
ynto his children, ſome comfort vnto his owne ſoule. 

I now proceede to tell you, that the word of God is not 
raoted in the conſcience of the formall hypocrite; which is 
thehearerreſembled ymo the earn 62 36 Ie 

The whole and entire worke of conſcience,as you well 
know, out of the Schooles, confiſtethin a praRticall fyllo-! 
oilme: The propoſition ariſeth out of the owniar, an habit 
ofpraQticall principles, and generall formtaines of our ac&ti- 
ons: The aſſumption is properly ow«vwrnc.conſcientia,an attu- 
all application of our onde to this, or that particular 
act or obie#t. Whence followes theimmediate, and neceſſa- 
ric iſſue and office of conſcience; to teſtifie, in reſpe&t of 
things ſimply done, or not done: In reſpedt of things ro. 
bee done, either. to excite and encourage, or. to'reftraine 
and bridle: Inreſpe&t of things done-well, opwickedly, xo.! 
excuſe and comfort, or accuſe and terrifie. For example: | 
The ownvp7%, which is as it were a' treaſurie of rules and 
leſſons for direQion in our aCtions, propoſeth the iniquitie 
of alye euen our ofnature. Ariſtotle condennes it,Erh.4.7. 
x6 don N 1p Vii Gr gamers yon: A licis ftarke m_ and 

iſcom- 
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diſcommendable. The ſounder Schoolemen demonſtrate 
euery lye(though it bee officious,and for a greater good)to 
be againſt nature,and indiſpenſable. Natures purpole is fru- 
ſtrated and her law tranſgreſt, when ſpeech & words, which 


ſhe intends to bee cuer the true meſſengers of the conceits 
and apprehenſions ofthe minde, are abuſed to falſchood and 
equiuocation, But this praCticall principle of not lying,how- 


ſocuer it be cleere in nature, yet it receiues further illuſtration 
from the booke of God. Therefore the propoſition may bee 


thus framed : 
Euery liar ſhall be baniſhed from the holy mountaine of | 


'the Lord: Pſal.1 5; and ſhall be barred out of the new Teru- 
'lemfor cuermore :Reuel. 22.15. 
| | The conſcience of the liar doth aſſume and tell him; But 
I haue thus and thus lied for aduantage, and greater good: 
Then itfollowes : | | 
Therefore I muft be baniſhed from the holy mountaine 
of the Lord, and barred outof the new Ieruſalem for euer- 
more: A concluſion of condemnation and terror. 
Such is the arguing of conſcience for things paſt : But thus 
it worketh abour things to be done ; 
Letys imagine a man to deliberate with himfelfe, whe- 
{ ther he ſhould be Non-reſident or no, His habit of practicall 
principles (if hee will deale faithfully with his owne ſoule, 
eſpecially by the helpe of the honeſter Caſiſts) may yeeld 
him matter enough out of nature again{t Non-refidencie,as 
| might eaſily appeare, if the point were incident. Bur fith the 
col is cleere, Ezech. 33. hee may thus frame his practical 


{yllogiſme : 


ſoules,which by his vnconſcionable and ynwarrantable ab- 
lence,& negligence in his charge, haue periſhed in their fins, 
 Butfith I knownot how ſoone I ſhall come to wee - 
ment, my poore ſoule ſhall not appeare before my bleſſed 
Sauiour, red with the blood of thoſe foules, for which his 
| pretious blood was ſhed :; 


The Non-refident muſt anſwere for the blood of thoſe | 


III 


| Therefore 1 will not be Non-refident. You ſee here are- 
| ſtraint 
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ſraint from Non-reſidencie, that bloodie gangrene; that 
(with remorſeleſſe greedineſſe)cates and deuoures the pre- 
tious ſoules of men. 

This ſhort explication of the nature of conſcience thus 
— , you may eafilie conceive with mee thus much; 
tnat 

Accordingly as the praQticall vnderſtanding of a man is 
furniſhed with principles and rules for guiding his ations, 
according to the nature of them, and ſoueraigntie they hold 
in the conſcience, ſuch and thereafter commonlic is his life 
and actions. 

I except the groſle hypocrite; for hee ſinneth againſt the 
knowledge of bis heart, and light of his conſcience : There- 
fore the {ound of feare is alreadie in his cares; and in his 
proſperitie the deſtroyer ſhall come vpon him. He belee- 
ueth not to returne out of darkneſlc, for hee ſeeth the ſword 
before him. Aﬀiction and anguiſh ſhall make him afraid ; 
They ſhall preuaile againſt him, as a king ready to the barrel. 
Cod ſhall run ypon him, euen vpon his necke; and againſt 
the moſt thicke part of his ſhield : becauſe hee hath couered 
his face with falſchood, and inwrapped himſelfe in a cloud 
of hypocriſie, 

The point then muft bee exemplified in other ſorts of 


men. 

Firſt; the notorious finner ( by reaſon of his delightfull 
conuerſing with the wicked,and cuſtome in the workes of 
darkeneſlc) doth obſcure, ſmorther, and in ſome meaſure ex- 
tinguiſh in his conſcience, not onely the light of ſupernatu- 
rall truth, bur ofnature too : Therefore hee runnes headlong 
(without reſtraint or bridle)into deſperate villanies and out- 
ragious rebellions. Hee drawes in finne with cart-ropes,and 
worketh all manner of yncleannefſe with greedineſle : Hee 
is bound with his ſins, aud conered with iniquities, as a field is 
hedged in with buſhes, the path therof conered with thornes, 
whereby no man may traxell.[t is ſhut vp, and is appointed to 
be delivered by fire. 

Secondly, the Papift hee entertaines and treaſures vp for 

his 
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his praQticall principles, the bloody DiRates of the Pope of 
Rome, that man of (inne, and vicegereut of Satan ; which are 
ſo farre from receiving ſtrength or warrant, cither from na- 
ture,or diuine truth, that they hold ſtrong contradiction and 
 eternall oppoſition to both : and therefore his conſcience is 
' enlarged like Topher, For it can without ſcruple,or remorſe, 
' nay,with hope ofheauen, and a brighter crowne of glory, 
' digeſt cuen the ſacred blood of Kings, and ſwallow downe 
| with eaſe the ruines and Ceſolations of whole kingdomes. 
He can meritoriouſly butcher his brother in the ſtreets with 
prodigious cruelty, as in that horrible maſſaere at Pars. 

He can be diſpenſed with, and diſcharged from oathes, and 
, truth of ſpeech, the neceſſary and ſoucraigne inſtruments of 
' all iuſtice and ſociety amongſt men. He may expect canoni- | 

zation for blowing vp of Parliaments, and tearing in pieces 
' the royall limbs of che Lords Annointed, and the frong (i- 


newes of the worthieſt State vnder heauen : and after faile ! * ror 1 


towards the Popiſh Paradiſe,which is indeed the pit of hell, | m:y take 


I13 


, 


thorow a ſea of innocent blood, without any check or coun. | con'ci- 


med with rules of naturall honeſty, and generall notions of 
right and wrong , and therewith contents himſelfe. And 
therefore he frames himſclfe with ſober carriage, faire condi- 
tions, iuſt and vpright dealing towards men); fo that hee is 
well fpoken of,and R_—_—_ by the world a good neighbour, 


terblaſt of conſcience. _ he 
Thirdly,the ciuill honeſt man hath his * conſcienceinfor-! Fc." 


call prin. 
Ciples, as 
doth 64. 
gen,Baſil, 
Damaſten, 
Ferome. 0. 


a ſober wiſe man, of hannelefſe behaviour, no medler, a 
peaceable man: and theſe are excellent, if not ſeuercd, bur 
{eruiceable to true piety, and ſauing knowledge. Peace is a' 
precious thing, if it may be purchaſed and poſleſt without 
| mpeach and preiudice to Rolineſſe and a good conſcience. 
| Follow peace with all men,and bolineſe,withear which no man 
'ſhallſee the Lord.Peace and holinefle muſt goe together : If 
otherwiſe, it is an holy peace to bee at warre with the cor- 
 ruptions of the time : and to be at peace with finne,is to war 
againſt God and his owne ſoule. Bur the meerly ciuill ho- 
neſt man, by his praRicall principles,is led no further, but 
| S to 
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| to the executions of moral honeſty ; as for inſtruQtion in hea- | 
' uenly myſteries and diuine knowledge, hee dothnort much | 
meddle with,carefor,or {ecke after ; but onely for company 
and faſhion. | | 
Fourthly, the formall hypocrite, beſides the diretion of 
naturall light in-his conſcience, doth intereſſe and acquaint 
himſelfe with practicall principles our of ſupernaturall truths 
and the word of God, for the performance of religious du- 
' ies and ſeruices; but he puts them in practice with reſerua- 
tion, with his owne exceptions and limitations : Hee is onely | 
ſo farre guided by them in his life and conuerlation, as they | 
are compatible with his worldly happineſle : And therefore 
in thetime of perſecution,as it is in the parable, hee falleth 
away. But by perſecution you muſt vnderſtand, not onely 
the fry triall and ſtriving voto blood; bur alſo inferiour, 
| andnot ſo ſmarting afflitions and tentations as it is cleere, 
if wee compare the three Euangecliſts in their narration of 
the parable, It is many times, diſgraces, and contumelies 
for his profeſſion, diſpleaſure and diſcountenance of great | 
; Ones,the hazarding of ſome profit and meg theloſſe| 
, of friends, and fauour of the world, or the like, that makes 
| himflinke and yeeld, and deſperately to calt himſelfe into 
| the current of the times, there toſwimme with others for a 
| while, with full faile of outward proſperity; vntill he drowne 
; himſelfe in perdition, and finkes ſuddenly into the gulfe of 
endleſſe woe and miſery. Hence it is that Matth. 13. 21. 
hee is called zi-=2px, a Temporizer : Hee is not thorow, 
ſound,reſolute, and true-hearted for godlineſſe, good cau- 
ſes,and to good men, For many times, when the honour of 
God isput(asit were)in the one {gale of the ballance,and his 
owne contentinent in the other; hce ſuffers ſome worldly 
profitor pleaſure, the gratification or ſatisfattion of ſome 
_ man; the Vitrchaſs of ſome Fellowſhip, Benefice, or 
pirituall dignity, (for ſometimes it proues perhaps as deare 
as a purchaſe); the greedy defire and purſuit of ſome ynde- 
{erued office or honour z the enioyment of prophane com- 
pany, or coherence with worldly wiſe men ;-the are - 
if , omet 
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ſome ſecret and {weete finne, or ſuchlike; I fay,hee ſuffers | 
thele to weigh downe the exceeding waight of heauenly | 
bliſſe, the vnualuabl. treaſure of a good conſcience, and the 

; infinite glorie of God. Which is (trangely miſerable; fith | 
| all the world, wiſdome,power,excellencie,and wharſocuer o- | 
| ther happineſſe of man,all the higheſt, and greateſt treaſures | 
| and glory vnder the Sunne, without thefeare and fauour of | 
: God, if they were pur in the waights with vanitie, vanitic 
| would waigh them all downe. So thought Danid, Pfal. 62. | 
| The children of men arc vanitie, the chiefe men are lies : tolay 

' chem vpona balance, they are altogether lighter then yanitie 
it ſelfe, 

Laſtly,the child of God, beſides the better and more ſpe- 
ciall apprehenſions of nature, ſtores his conſcience, his trea- 
lurie of praQicall principles, with many facred and fauing 
leſſons and rules out of heaucnlie truth and Gods holy | 
word; but lo, that in his practice of them,he ſtandsnot vpon | 
termes of pleaſures, profit or preferments; but doth wholly 
and entirely 204. a vp himlelfe in obedience and humilitie, 
to be guided and gouerned oy them, without reſtriction or 
euaſion,in his thoughts, affeCtions and ations, thorow the | 
whole courſe of his life. Therefore, Luke 8.15. the hearer | 
compared ynto the good ground, (which is the child of God, 
to whom in al my DiſcourſeI oppoſe the fony ground, which 
I call the formall hypocrite)is ſaid to be of an honeſt and good 
heart : thatis, downe-right for godlineſſe and good men, 
without hollowneſle, faint-heartedneſſe, or Ninking, Hee 
makes Chriſtianitie as it were his trade, he ſweates and toiles 
in it,as the end for which he was created, and placed in this 
world : And as hereceiues the word of God into his honeſt 
and good heart ; ſo there he treaſures it vp;and keeps it faith- 
fully. The word in the originall,is »*rizze:: He keeps it though 
it bee with much d:fficultie, trugling and colluQtation with 
his owne corruptions, rhe tentations of Satan, and vanities 
of the world ; who cunningly conſpire and labour ioynt! 
to' plucke it vp, and wreſt it from him ; and he brings forth 
fraue with patience, He yeclds no ground, though he meet a 
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Rom 5.3. 
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Co of diuinerules, he ſometimes crofle the current of 


Lion in the way,or a Tyrant in the face, In the day of triall 
and encountring with dangers and vngodly —_— he 
ſhrinkes not ; bur ſtands faſt, and ſuffers himſelfe rather to be 
oucz:flowne, then to be carried downe the ſtreame of the ſin- 
full faſhions and wicked waies of the world. Hee knowes 
tullweil, howſocuer hee goes now on his way weeping, yet 
| he carries precious ſeede; and therefore the time will come 
ſhortly, that hee ſhall doubtleſie come _ with ioy, and 
| bring his ſheaues with him. Crofles,diſgraces and tribula- 
tions may beget inthe formall hypocrite, fainting and defe- 
ction : bur in Gods childe they bring foorth patience, expe- 

rience, hope and reſolution. Euer when hee enters conſulra- 
tion with himſelfe,whether God muſt be obeyed and glori- 
fied,or man pleaſed and ſatisfied; hee is quickly reſolued out 
of thatin Ifai.g 1.1 2.1,ewen 1, am he, that comfort you, Whe' 
art thou,that thorn ſhowlde/t feare a mortaliman,and the ſon o 


man,vwbich ſhall b:e made 4s graſſe : «And forgetteſft the Lord 


dations of the earth?He conſiders the heauy iudgment deter- 
mined,and reſerued for all feareful men,all ſpiritual cowards, 
and faint-hearted in the Chriſtian warfare ; who more feare 
men then God,and for their-fauour and countenance, part 
with the protection ofthe Almightie, and the comforts of a 
good conſcience: They ſhall be puniſhed with vnbeleeners, 
with the abominable, with murtherers, and whoremongers, 
w:th idolaters,and liers,in the Late which burnethwith fire 
and brimſftone,which is the ſecond death : Reuel.21.8. 

You may now clearely conceiuethe point I haue in hand ; 
how the word of God is not rooted in the conſcience of the 
\formall hypocrie. The ordinarie intelligencers to his con- 
ſcience are examples, cuſtome, opinion, worldly wiſedome, 
common preiudice againſt a fri courſe of ſanQificatin ; 
precedencie and practiſe of greater men, fortrue goodnefſe, 
many times ouerprized,and miſ-ualued by the worlds flatte-| 
ring cenſure ; the common naturall notions of right and 
wrong, Butif vpon ſome extraordinarie good motion, by 


the 


I 


thy maker,that hath ſpread ont the heanens, and laid the foun-| 
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the times, enter a profeſſion of finceritie, and ſome corre- 
ſpondence with Gods children, it is but for a ſpirt, an eſſay, 
like a morning cloud, and as the morning dew. Foras ſoone 
as his feruor in religious affaires, and furtherance of good 
things doth once by the furie of hell, crueltic of pr | 
men,malice of the world, enkindle and ſtirre vp againſt him 
(I fay not only a fierie triall, but euen ſome ſmarting heate of 
leſſer perſecution, ſome railing and ſlanderous tongue,which 
ſcorches like coales of Iuniper) a diſconceit and dereliction 
in his friends and old acquaintance, diſgrace with the world, 
diſcountenance of Greatneſle, vnlikelihood of rifing and 
preferment; ifit once raiſe againſt him ſtormes of iealouſics, 
enuics and moleſtations; why,then he is gone, he linkes and 
ſtarts aſide like a broken bow. All his former good motions, 
purpoſes and endeauours melt as the winter ice,and goe a- 
way like the morning dew. For the formall hypocrite euer 
| when hee feeles diſturbance inhis preſent ſecuritie, interrup- 
tion of his former contentments, hazard of his nnpcnlls. 
licitic, hee begins ſtrongly to ſuſpe& himſelfe of roo much 
forwardneſle,of vnſeaſonable and prepoſterous zeale, of di-. 
ſemper, and indiſcretionin matters of gon ; and there- 
fore giues backe, and falles away into his former plodding 


courſe of formalitie ; and that perhaps without any checke | 
of conſcience : but if an _—_— and reluctation ariſc in 
his heart,our ofhis worldly wil: 


' ding to the times to bee bur an ordinarieand-pardonable in- 


firmitie; and thereforenotwithſtanding flatters and-deceiues 


ome, he interprets this yeel- | 


himſelfe with hope of heauen;which is a ſtrong barre to keep 
— vnacquainted with the glo-. 


' him out of the ſtate of 
 rious comforts of ſound and fauing (inceritie, 


incorporated into the conſcience of Gods childe; and is the | 
onely and conſtant rule and ſquare, by which,with all humi- 
licie,vprightneſle of heart, a free, entire ſubmiſſion and obe- 
dience vnto it, he frames all bis thoughts.afteCtions and atti- 
ons, And in this light, -hee walkes with a ſerled conſtancie 
and grounded reſolution, thorow-pouecrtie and oppretſion, ! 

S 3 contus 


But the ſacred light of Gods holy truth,is habituated and } 


In7 | 
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contumelies and contempr, ſlanders and indignities, good 
report or ill report, For he hath his eye (till faltned, vpon e-| 
ternitie,he hath the crowne of glory already in fight;the in- | 
eſtimable pretiouſneſle and eucrlaſting beautie Lt ra- 


uiſheth and poſleſſeth his truly free and great heart with | 


ſuch «longing and feruencie, that hee is at a point with all | 


' that is vnder the Sunnezthat he doth not onely contemne,pa- 
[tiently endure, and vanquiſh all aſperities and difficulties; | 


| but enen with rcioycing entertaine and embrace(if the tyran- 
,ny of the times {o require) the vimoſt,that malice and cruelty | 
can infli&t vpon him. Thereis no other conſideration or crea- | 
'ture,either m heauen or earth, can ſeparate him from the loue | 
'of God in Chriſt Ieſus,or from his glorious ſeruice in al good | 
conſcience. 

And asthe word of God is planted and rooted inthe con- | 
ſcience of Gods child,for his dirc&tion and conſtancie in the. 
waies of g6dlineſle :: ſo is it alfo there faſtned for his forbea- | 
rance ofhines, by theſethree properties; which are not to ' 
be found in the formall hypocrite : 

Remorlſe for ſinnes paſt,by which heis ſaued from relap- | 
ſes and backſlidings. ' - * __ 

A preſent ſenſibleneſſe of all manner of fins, whereby his 
preſent integritie and vnblameablenes,is happily preſerued. 

An habituall tenderneſfle, by which hee is armed and fen- 
ced againſt the corruptions of the time, vnconſcionable cour- 
ſes,and commiſſhon of ſinnes to come. ; 032 100; 

In remorſe for ſins paſt,I compriſe a moretull knowledge, 
an vniuerſall reuelation of his-finnes, by the light of Gods 
word,and power of his ſpirit : and that both in exrer/iow-and 
intenſion.both in number and grieuouſneſle : a ſenſe and fee- 
ling of them ih their true waight, as. they are; able to finke 
hin downe into:the bottom of hell: Much ſorrow and an- 
guith, forthe ſtaine and. guiltineſle they haue left behinde 
them;and for that they prouoketo iuſt wrath,ſo louing and 
gracious aGod, And laſtly, a loathing of them, ſo that hee 
nevier caſts his eyes backe vpon then, but 'with-an addition 
= anew and particular deteftation, Hee neuer enters medi- 

tation | 


—— 
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tation of the foule and hainous paſſages of bis former life, 
but with ſhame and horrour, Euery folemne reuiew of his 
time of darkneſſe and vnregeneration, makes the wound of 
his remorſero bleed afreſh, | 

By ſealiblenes, I vnderſiand a quicke and preſent appre 
hen fon and feeling of euery fin; whether it be publike or pri- 
uate,opcn or ſecret, in our {clues or others, as well in our 
thoughts & affc&tions,as in our words & ations; in our ge- 
nerall or particular calling,more groſſe and infamoys,or {lips 
and tumblings, ſcandals,and appearances of euull. 

Habituall tendernefl? is a gracious temper & diſpoſition of 
the conſcience,wherby.it is apt to be gauled & ſmart, at the 
firſt enteruiew with the iniquities of the time, and -atcuery 
occurrence of corruptions andallvnconſcionableattemps. 
| Theſe propertics of teyderneſſe;aptnefle to- ſmart, ealanes 
to bleedat the apprehenſion and approch of fin, are peculiar 
to a conſcienceillightned, ſanRified & purged by the blood 
of Chriſt z neyer incidehvto the beſt naturall conſcience, or 
furniſhed 'wihthe choycelt notiohsand.-pertections of ciuill 
honeſty and formality ; tor theſe areteuer fo ſtrait laced, bur 
can let downe at the leaſt without diſtaſte or check, common 
ſins,lefler ewils,the gainfull and honourable errours-and ob- 
liquities of ghezimes ig ooh fpott dd lor , , 

Henceit is, that alprophane and voregenerate men,want- 
[ifg the eurbe'of a ſober and lapifed conſcience, haue e- 
| ucr infinize aduantage;(or-getting the ſtart and preceden- 
\cie,in compaſſing the-comtonts, glory, and preferments of 
1 the world, Fortheyayhen'theatchituement of any honour, 
happineſlc or high place i on fogx,aduile preſently with the 
ordinary informers,and counſellors of their conſcience, cu- 
| ſtome,example, multitude, worldly wiſedome, the ſway of 
the times, arid {uch, like : but with the word of God and 
| godly Chriſtians, pnely.ſo farre as they doe not crofle their 
ends,' and contradict thoſe plots and, contriuances, which 
they, haue laid for their aduancement vnto high roomes, 
And thus they may paſſe with reaſonable quietnes, withour 
grudging or prieuing of a conſcience. ſo guided; thorow a 

| thouſand 


1 
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thouſand corruptions and indireRions, baſeneſle, flatteries, 
ſinfull engagements,vnwarrantable courſes. Any of which, 
ifit ſhovi4 mecte with a conlcience once ſoundly frighted 
with horrour of former finnes, ſoftned and fandikied by the 
blood of the Lambe, would not onely rubbe off the skinne 
and gaulc it, but make it bleede to death. But worldly men 
are ata point,they muſt and will enioy the world; for here 
they haue their portion agd heauen, They eſtceme it their 
greateſt happinefſe to be admired and adored aboue others; 
and therefore yenture vpon wharſoeuer vnlawfull and indi- 
re& procurements, which may bring them to high places; 
rather then they will bee defeated and diſappointed inthe 
rſuit of worldly happineſſe, they will thorow, whether it 
ethicke or thin, right waar. Ny Arm fraud, Raine of re- 
putation, or wound of conſcience; Simony or flattery,friend 
or foe,all is one : though in the meane time they ftriketheir 
owne poore ſoules thorow with many forrowes ; though 
when they are moſt glorious in their owne conceit, and in 
the ofthe world; inthe juſt cenſure of God, Angels, and 
ſound Chriſtians they be moſt vile and cont dble; and 
indeed inthis feeming ſun-ſhine of worldly proſperity, they 
treaſure vp vnto themſclues ſtrange feares and aftoniſh- 
ments,fnares, fire and brimſtone, and tormie tempeſts a- 
gainſt their latter end. | 
Itis otherwiſe with Gods child in ſuch afaires : Hee ftill 
takes counſell and direQion at the Oracle of God;with Cor- 
nels reſolution, to heare or forbeare whatſocuer is there 
commanded or forbidden; and fo followes the comforts of 
this world onely ſofarre as it will giue him leaue, warrant, 
and affiſtance. Butif hee be to enter any corrupt courſe,or 
paſſe thorow any vniuſtifiable meanes, for the attainment 
of his purpoſeand preferment ; there preſently comes into 
his mitnde ſuch confiderations as theſe : He conceiues with 
himſclfe,;chat the paſſage into any place of office or honour 
—_— cuer attended with the curſe of God; and 
ono true comfort to be expeted in the —_— & exe- 
piri 


tof ambi- 
tion | 
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tion,cuer haunts and poſſeſſes men of leaſt worth,. and worſt 
conſcience : That he which truly feares God, neuer deſires 
height of place for the glory or gaine; but onely with a ſo- 
ber indifferency,thither enclines and carries his affeQions 
and hopes: and that with trembling at the waightineſle of 
the charge, where it pleaſeth diuine prouidence by honeſt 
and layfull meanes to plant or tranſplant him, for the im- 

loyment of his talent ; and where hee may moſt glorifie 
God, benefit the Church, and keepe a good conſcience. He 
thinkes ypon the vanity and miſeric of all things wee enioy 
in this world ; of that rift and great account hee muſt very 
ſhortly make ynto the Lord, dl Iudge of all the world ; of 
the length of that eternity, through all which is ynauoida- 
bly to be endured an cuerlaſting eſtate, cither in the ioyes of 
heauen, or paines of hell. Our of ſuch thoughts as theſe 


rather want preferment while the world ſtands, and end his 
daiesin a retired and innocent obſcurity ; then by caſting 
himſelfe into the common faſhions and corruptions of the 
world, forfeit the fruit and comfort of his former integrity, 
wound his conſcience, and ſerue the time : That hee is farre 
more willing to endure any affliction or diſgrace with Gods 
children, then to enioy the pleaſures of fin, and glory ofthe 
world for a ſeaſon. 

I'now come in the third place, to tell you that the word 
of God is not rootedin the thoughts of the formall hypo- 
crite; which is the hearer reſembled vnto the ſtony ground ; 
and thence riſcth a very notable and moſt ſpeciall difference 
berwixt him and the child of God, truly poflelt of the glori- 
ous ſtate of Grace. 

And I beſcech you marke mee in this point. For the 
thoughts of a man doe farxe more cleerely, and impartially 
diſtinguiſh the power of ſanRification from the ſtate of 
> agg thea words, aQtions, and all outwardneſle of car- 
riage. For intheſe (many times) is much cunning and cn- 
forcement, artificiall and fained behauiours ; counterfeit and 


ſprings his truly noble and Chriſtian reſolution ; that he had |. 


(formal conueyances, diſguiſcments, and hypocriſies. They 
T 
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are liable to the lawes of men, open and obuious to the eye 
and iudgement of all ; and therefore feare of puniſhment,re- 
[proch,and baſe reputation; ſhame, and ſpeech ofthe world; 
|hope of reward and rifing ; deſire of maintaining a good 0- 
pinion for honeſty and religion; of holding ſome vainfull | 
coherence with Gods children; are of great power to re- | 
ſtraine them,and to keepe them within good compaſſe and | 
moderation.So that a mans words and actions may be faire, 
| ingenuous,and honourable ; whoſe thoughts are baſe, pro- 
phane and abominable. Burt thoughts are the free, iramedi- 
ate and inuifible produCtions of the heart, neuer taken with- 
in the walke of humane iuſtice; by their naturall ſecrecy ex- 
| empted from mans moſt priuie ſearch, and all executions of 
State. Their aberrations are only cenſurable by the ſearcher 
| of all hearts; no eye priesinto theſe ſecrets, but that which 


Cs Ay — EI 


is tenne thouland times brighter then the Sunne : And there- 
fore millions of thoughts,many thouſand formes of imagi- 
_ ſpring continually our of the hearts of men; which 


without feare or maske, without reſtraint or reſeruation, doe 
yndiſſemblingly reſemble and repreſent the true ſtate and | 
diſpoſition of] the heart : So that from them we may be euer 
ſure to take infallible notice, whether the heart as yer onel 
worke naturally,in framing themin it owne finfull mould, 
and feeding them with conſent and delight ; or elſe bee 
taught and guided by a ſupernaturall power, to compoſe 
them Som = tothe light of Gods word, and holy moti- 
ons of his ſanctifying ſpirit, 

Ler vsthen CE ue deepe roote the word of God 
doth take, and what ſpeciall ſoueraignty it doth exerciſe in 
the thoughts of a fandified man; whereby hee is cleerly dif- 
ferenced from all ſtates of vnregeneration; euen that of for- 
mall hypocriſie,which I place ina degree aboue ciuill hone- 
| ſy,and inthe higheſt crfe&tion attainable by an vnregene- 

rate man, Wee will then for our preſent purpoſe conceiue 
theſe differences betwixt the child of God, and the formall 
| hypocrite inthis point of thoughts, 
| 1 | Fuſt,in reſpeCt of their nature, forms, 8 maner of workin g, 


Streames| 
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Streames doe reſemble and exprefle the nature and pro- 
of thoſe fountaines whence they fpring : ſo ordinari- 
bates and imaginations follow the temper and con- 
firution ofthe heart, wherein they are monde I fay, or- 
dinarily : for as wee doe not paſle our iudgements of the 
depth of a riuer, or qualitie of the water,when by ſuddennes 
of inundation, or incurſion ofneighbour brooks,it is growne 
into a torrent, and become muddie for a while : ſo neither 
are weto cenſure ortake meaſure of our thoughts, by ſome 
| yncouth motions,and extraordinary ſtirrings, we ſometimes 
feele inthem;but according to the ordinary current,and ge- 
nerall ſway, they commonly hold and exerciſe in our hearts, 
For ſometimes, cuen the vnregenerate may haue good pur- 
[poſes and inclinations towards finceritie, carneſt longings 
2 the happineſſe of the Saints, and the heauenlines of their 
latter end; ſome flaſhes of comfort and perſwafion though 
_— falſe grounds, that the ſpirituall Rate of their ſoule is 
{ fafe and ſound : bur ſuch thoughts as theſe in ſuch men, ſpend 
[their lifein their birth; as they riſe, ſo they glide and paſſe 
away without all fruit,true comfort, or profit to their owne 
' foules. On the other fide,the calmenefle and ſerenity of ſan- 
| ified thoughts in a good Chriſtian, may ſometimes be fou- 
ly Hiſquieted and interrupted; either by ſome ſudden erup- 
| tion of the relikes of our owne ſinfull nature,by violent inua- 
fion of ſome enticing obiect from abroad, or by the mali- 
cious,and immediare inietions of Satan, Burt becauſe ſuch 
ghoughts as theſe oppoſe againſt the generall and ſetled 
urpoſe of Gods child; he well knowes, out of his ſpirituall 
wiſdome and holy experience,how to _ and bridle them; 
how to repent a and pray againſt them; how to bee 
: humbled,and bettered by them, in ſetting a ſtronger guard, 
| and more narrow watch ouer his heart for afterward, leſt he 

| be vnawares {urprized the ſecond time, - 
| Siththerefore the heart of anotorious inner is hardneſſe 
it ſelfe; for beſides naturall obduration, it is yet further,and 
more fearefully hardned by a deſperate extinguiſhment of 
| thoſe leſſer ſparkes of a generall S_ to ciuill honeſty; 
2 by 


| 223 
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by along cuſtome in a difſolute courſe, by the contagious 
company of leaud and —_ companions, by the curſe 
of God vpon his wilfull continuance infinne;therefore I ſay, 
his thoughts are all continually, and refoluedly ſinne,and 
that in a high and horrible degree : Wickednefle hath ſo en- 
woouen itſelfe into his heart, that within he is very corrup- 
tion. And whereas amongſt all other comforts of lite, ſleepe 
doth moſt ſweetely feede and refreſh nature; yet the humour 
of ſinne is farre more naturall ynto him, and more domi- 
nant in his affections, then deſire of fleepe. For he cannot ſleep, 
except he hath done ewill? and bus ſleepe departeth,except bee 
cauſe ſome to fall. He imagineth muſchiefe vpon his bed. Plal, 
36.4. When he is compaſſed with the feares and darkeneſſe 
of the night, an image and repreſentation of his graue, and 
of the horror of that great day ; when his —_— is retired 
from worldly affaires,the noiſe and tumult of men, when it is 
moſt aCtiue,powerfull,and fitted for diuine contemplation ; 
euen then are his thoughts as blacke as hell, and deepeſt in 
the workes of darkenefſe ; then is he plotting and contriuin 
miſchiefe : How to compaſle his pleaſures,and — 
the luſts of his heart, where to crowne himlſelfe with freſh 
Roſe-buds; by what meanes to ſet forward thetrade of 
drunkennefle, and to enlarge the number of Sarans reuellers; 
that with more contentment and companie hee may leaue 
fome tokens of his pleaſures, and ſwaggering in euery place: 
how to ſupplant his brother, oppreſle his neighbour,grieue 
and diſgrace Gods ſeruants; indeed how to become an ab- 
ſolute villaine vpon earth,and the fouleſt fiend in hell, 2 
You ſee what are the thoughts of the notorious ſinners 
obdurate heart,which is as full of hardnefle,as the Moone of 
light; and therefore inforced, as it were, to emptie and diſ- 
charge it ſelfe of ſome ſtonineſſe, by transfuſing an iron finew 
into thenecke, and a braſen brow into the face. Neither 
iudgement nor mercy will bend and-encline him to grace : 
no admonition or miniſtery of the word, wil make him bluſh} 
at his open and profeſt impietie.. So that his heart doth not| 
onely greedily entertaine, what-leaudneſſe doth ordinarily 


ſpring 
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fpring from corruption of nature, and is ſuggeſted by o- 
thers; bur being paſt all ſenſe, both ofſhame and ſinne, be- 
comes one of the diuels new inuentors, and ſets the thoughts 
bufily on worke forthe deuice of ftrange villanies and miſ- 
chictes, and for addition of new formes, faſhions, and cir- 
cumſtances of finning. 

| Nobetter arethe thoughts of the groſle hypocrite, ano-| + 

' ther kind of finner, but fully as foule and abominable, For if 

| we could looke into his heart,though his ourward life be or- 

dered ſmoothly and ciuilly; yet we ſhould ſee within,a bloo- 

dy ſlaughter-houſe of malice,cruelty and reuenge;an hatefull 
ſtewes of impure I and adulteries of the heart, 

a forge of much miſchiefe, of furious andfiery rage againſt » 

the power of grace, aninſatiable gulic of greedy deſires for 


wealth and riches, for yndeſerued reſpe& and reverence * 
| 


the world ; indeed a cage of all vncleane and rauenous birds. 
Here is onely the diffcrence ; the notorious ſinner dares a6t 
and execute the abominations of his heart inthe fight of the 
Sunne: but the groſle hypocrite would gladly finne vnſeene, 
and goeto hell with as little noiſe and notice of the world as 
may be; and therfore he drawes a curtaine of coulonage and | 
hypocrifie berwixtthe ſight of the world and fouleneſſe of 
his ſinne, Inthe hearts of Ah44 and [ez.abel was nothing but 1.Kings 21 
blood and murder,couetouſneſlſe, oppreſſion, and mercileſle 
encloſure; onely vpon the vgly viſages of thele foule fiends ; 
[they puta vizard of afaft, forall witneſſes, and legall pro- | | 
ceeding. The ordinarie thoughts then of the grafle hypo. 
crite are the ſame, as vile and helliſh, as thoſe of the noroxri- | | 
ous ſinner. Nay he doubles his iniquitie, and addes waight 
to the vengeance preparing for him; in.that hee ſiraines the 
vemoſt veine ofhis wit, and ſounds the depth of his damned 
policic, to clothe them with faire pretences, and colourable | 
ſhifts,as they paſſe and preſent themſelues.vato the world in | 
words and aCtions; nd in that hee labours to ſeeme a Sainr, | 
whilehe is in truth an incarnat diuell, 

But the thoughts of the formall hypocrite ; for with him 1 3 
am ſpecially ro Cale, (I haue onely added in this point, the 
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notorious ſipner, and groſlſe hypocrite, for further diſtin&i- 
on and illuſtration) I ſay his thoughts,as oy come certaine- 
ly ſhort of true ſanRification, ſo they are farre better then 
heſe now mentioned. For we ſuppoſe his heart to be ſeaſo- 
ned with goodneſſe of nature and ciuill honeſty;to haue ta- 
ſted of the generall graces of Gods Spirit,and in ſome ſort of 
the powers of the world to come; and therefore his thoughts 
are more faire, ingenuous, ſober and moderate, then thoſe 
foule and hatefull Ones of the notorious ſinner, and grofle 
hypocrite. His heart will riſe, and be affrighted with ſugge- 
tions of infamous conſequence and markable horror ; as 
thoſe of Atheiſme, Cruelty, Drunkennefle, Adulteric,Here- 
fie and ſuch like: but notwithſtanding, becaule itis not ſoft- 
ned and ſanQtified by ſpeciall grace, (without much ſcruple 
or conſcience) it will let the imaginations looſe to much 
idleneſſe and yanity,to many fruitleſle conceits, impertinen- 
cies and prophane wandrings; but eſpecially into the end. 
lefle maze of; worldly cares and earthly-mindednes. For hee 
doth in ſome ſort in his practiſe approue and iuftifie that 
wicked and peſtilent prouerbe : Thoughts are free. They are 
free indeed,in refpe&t of obnoxiouſnes to humane iuſtice, in 
reſpe& of diſcouery and danger from any creature ; but the 
eand vengeance of heauen takes firſt and ſpeciall notice 
ofthem,and holds them puniſhable, as the principals, and 
chiefe plotters of all tranſgreſſions. Words and actions are 
as it were ſinnes at ſecond hand, the very firſt life and freſheſt 
vigour ofall ill is immediatly receiued,and inſpired into the 
thoughts. Hence it is, that Petey aduiſeth Simon Magus, to 
pray God,if it were poſſible that the thought of bir heart might 
be forgiven him : as though there lay the greateſt guilt, and 
deepeſt Raine before God. 
By the way before I paſſe tothe thoughts of Gods child, 
obſerue one ſpeciall marke of difference in this point, be- 
twixtthe true Chriſtian,and formall hypocrite. 


The formall hypocrite doth euer harbour and maintaine 
in himſelfe,one ſweet pleaſing boſome finne or other; as yo- 


luptuouſnes, worldlinefſe,a greedy purſuit of temporall fe- 


licitie, 


] 
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licity,an exceſſive deſire of greatnes and notein the world, 
an oppoſition to ſincerity, a delight in good fellowſhip, or 
ſome ſuch like carnall contentment, or lecret fin : on which 
his mind moſt runs; whereupon the beſt and the flower, the 
feruency & dearnefſe of his thoughts are ſpent, Gods word, 
honor,and ſeruice,checks of conſcience, motions of the ſpi- 
rit, miniſtery of the word, admonition of friends, ſaluation of 
ſoule(by an vnreaſonable and inconſequent diſcourſe of his 
ſcnſuall reaſon) are all made ſubordinate and ſeruiceable to 
this Idoll : To which with much delight he daily facrificeth 
the nobleſt and immediate workes and iſſues of his ſoule, As 
for the ſtate of his conſcience,ſpirituall affaires, care of hea- 
uen, that One weceſſary thing ; thele things take vp his 
thoughts bur at reuerſion, by (tarts, by accident ; and when 
they come into the heart, their entertainment is very cold 

ſtrange,rheir abode ſhort; and whilethey ſtay, they are 
apprehended and enioyed with much wearinefle and weak- 
' nefſe. I conceiue this to be the reaſon : Hee hath a full taſte 
| and preſent feeling of the pleaſures of his ſweet finne; he 
| hath ſenſible == certaine poſſeſhon of worldly content- 
| ments, but no reall and ſound aſſurance by fauing faith,and 
{ his forſaking all finne, of the ioyes and comforts aboue ; and 
| therefore doth greedily follow and feed vpon the preſent, 
| with conſent of his erring iudgement, delight of heart, the 
' beſt of his affeions, and moſt of his thoughts. And as for 
| hereafter,ſith he is conſcious to himſelfe of an honeſt ciuill 
| life, of a ſober formall carriage in the affaires ofreligion,and 
' thathe is not infamous with any notoriouſneſſe in the world; 
but as good as the beſt,a few preciſe fellowes of purer ſtraine 
only excepted, whole pretence and profeſſion of extraordi- 
nary ſanctity,is nothing (in his conceit) but humour and hy- 
pocrifie ; he therfore,I tay,for hereafter, refers himſelfe at all 
aduentures vnto the mercy of Gad,and to the lot and con- 
dition of many thouſands which are in the ſame caſe and 
ſtate with himſelfe. . 

Bur it is otherwiſe with. Gods child : For by the power of 
ning grace, as hee hath alſo mortified all other : ſo 
SI ſpecially 


— —_ 
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ſpecially he hath broke the very heart of the ſweet finne of 
his ynregeneration. Andasina beſieged City, where the 
cateſt and moſt dangerous breachis made, there the inha- 
itants concurre with chiefeſt carc, and higheſt reſolution, 
to fortifie and make reſiſtance : euen ſo fith hee knowes and 
feeles,that before his calling, his delightfull and darling fin 
moſt fearfully waſted his toule, and*wounded his conſci- 
ence, hee makes fure to employ his thoughts with ſpeciall 
edge and indignation, to countermine, preuent, refiſt, abo.. 
minate and abandon all thought of that ſinne : And now by 
the grace of God, fith the heart, the fountaine, is purged 
and ſanQiified , the ſtreame and heate of their intention 
and delight is carried another way. For he hath found that 
rich ary, ineſtimable Treaſure in the Goſpell ; and there- | 
fore he ſels all tbat he bath; hee parts with euery pleaſure; 
he caſts out of his conceit whatſocuer hath beene formerl 
deare and pretious vnto him; and lets all his thoughts, with 
looſe raines , greateſt ioyfulneſſe, and ofteneſt meditation 
runne after it, and ſweetly refreſh themſelues with the lo-| 
and comfort of it, If a man vpon the way ſhould finde 
ome pretious orient pearle, hardly could hee keepe his eyes 
from gazing vpon ir ( his exceſle of ioy would eafily com- 
mand and confine the ſight to ſo rare and hopefull an ob- 
ie&),yntill hee meete with ſome skilfull Lapsdarie, or come 
where he might my bee acquainted with the worth, 


| llightened eye of the ſoule, and the handof fauing faith, 


and fully enioy the wealth of it : Euenſo, after a man by the 


once ſeaze and lay ſure hold ypon the pearle of great price, 
| the graces of Gods ſpirit and eternall life; the heart is pre. 
ſently ſo filled with loue and admiration, that for ever after 
it ſpends the moſt, the deareſt, andthe nobleſt thoughts yp. 
on it : and they once ſet on foote, are ſo cheered and raui- 
| ſhed with the heauenly beauty thereof, that they follow 
( with continuall encreafe of feruency and longing ; vntill 
| they cgme ynto the cleere viſion and full voſſeſſion of it, at 
_ right hand of God,in the endlefſe ioyes of the world a-' 
oue. 


The 
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The thoughts then of a true Chriſtian are of a farre more 
heauenly temper,diuine nature, and higher ftraine, then the 
eſt heart of the beſt ynregenerateman, can, or doth pol- 
fibly comprehend. The formall hypocrite may haue his mind 
worthily buſied in points of deepeſt learning, in the myſte- 
ries of State,and affaires of kingdomes,in the beſt and high- 
eft conſiderations, which nature, art, morality, or policy can 
affoord ; nay,he may ſometimes enterraine into his thoughts 
with ioy,the promiſes of grace, the happineſſe of the Sains, 
the ioyes of heauen,& the like; though theſe haue neuer any 
root or long refidencein him. But that the word of grace 
ſhould fo implanr it ſelfe into the inner man, y the thoughts 
ſhould neuer be fo well or welcome w the heart, as when 
they are wading in the great myſtery of godlines, and with 
an boly iſedome lottin for the inlargement of Chriſts 
glorious kingdome,in himſelfe and others : That ir ſhould 
make all other diſcourſes of the mind ſubordinate and con- 
tributary to ſuch heauenly meditations; andto this end ſet 
bounds andlimits to the millions of imaginations thar daily 
ariſe,and ere an holy regiment amongſt them ; I fay,this is 
the ſpeciall prerogariue of a ſanCtified man. For he alone, be- 
cauſe of his truth, ſincerity and SN inthe inner parts, 
makes conſcience of idle,vaine,and wandring thoughts, ( of 
which the formall hypocrite, either takes no notice at all, or 
not muchto heart).He is as much caſt downe, vext and grie- 
ued with their diſorder andexorbirancy, as with the errors 
and infirmities of his words and ations ; and therefore eſta- 
bliſheth(as it were)a gracious gouernment amongſt them, to 
keepe out confuſion,idlenes,and rebellion.He confines them 
to a reuerentand feeling meditation ypon Gods word and 
works,to a care of conticneble managing the affaires of his 
calling ; onely ſomtimes,bur ſparingly with many cautions, 
exceptions,aud ſeaſonablenes,letting them our ro honeſt re- 
creatiotis. Whatſoeuer thought is watidring without this 
n—_—_ within it ynfincere,is finfull : ſothar if hee take 
any ſtragling without theſe limits, any entiſers to vanities 


& umpertinencies,any obtruders & difturbers of ſo happy in- 
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ward peace ; he preſently apprehendsthem by the watchfull 
eye of his ſpirituall wiſedome ; examines them by the law of 
God,arraignes themin the conſiſtory of an illightned con- | 
(cience,and ſo cuts them off intime by the' power of grace, | 
and ſword of the ſpirit; that is,by oppoſing againſt them ar | 
the firſt riſing in the heart(by preſent repentance)prayer, and 
after-watchtulneſſe; he bleſſedly rids himſelfe of the miſe- 
ries,and diftraQtion of prophane and troubleſome thoughts. 
That this is no /des,I now propoſe vnto you; howloeuer it 
fo be to cuery vnregenerate man, and ſo when he hearesit, 
he conceiues of it; for little: knowes hee what adoe cucry 
childe of God hath with his thoughts; I ſay, that this isno 
[dea,or idle abfirattion, es pregnantly and plentiful- 
ly in Davids practice; who for all the ftrong. enticements, 
ordinarily incident to the pleaſuresof a Court, and naturall 
liberty of Princes; although the cares and waight of a 
kingdome lay vpon him, and that his Royall innocency 
was (till baunted and aſſailed with ſuch - indignities and 
vexations, which might almoſt have ſwayed the bleſſed and 
quiet thoughts of a glorious Angell to diſtraction and dif- 
contentment; yerfor all this the law of God did ſtill princi- 
pally rake vp his heart, and that dey and »ight. Gods word | 
and workes, his ſtatutes and iudgements, were meate and 
drinke vnto his minde, and his meditation continually, as is 
more then plaine in many places of the 1 19.Pſalme.Ob,faith 
be inthe 13.portion,how /one [ thy law | it is my meditation 
continually, So vncxprefſable heere was his pang of holy 
loue vnto Gods law, that hee prefixeth-a particle of zeale, 
and extraordinary paſſion : Ob (faith he): And where the 
heart hath once truly and fixedly ſerit loue, there all the | 
thoughts feaſt themlelues with deareſt apprehenſions, and 
with greateſt impatiency of all other imployment. This is 
the very caſe then of all. Gods ſeruancs, they meditate on 
the word of God maR,contentedly-and:continually, becauſe 
| they loueit farre;before-and aboue all earthly things; and 
ſo dearely doethey love it; becauſe in it with fpeciall ſecu- 
rity are conveyed ynio them al the rich. ercaſures. of mercie, 
ai | | remiſſion 
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pemilfion of ſinnes, ſpirituall comfort, and eternal life, and 
particularly ſealed ynto them by the Spirit of the ſame word, 


Salomon confirmes this worthy praftice of his father, by his 


went,or mſtice ; for ſo the word ſignifies in the Originall; 
the ſubtile denices of the wicked ave deceit,The thoughts of al 
ynregenerate men are commonly, either rooting in the earth, 
or drowned in pleaſures,or running after preferment, or ran- 
ing vpand downe idly and prophanely, or fruitleſſely me. 
fancholike - orif ſometimes they glance, or ſettle themſelues 
on good things, 'they are ſtill as a menſtruous clout, and | 


renued,their hearrs'purged, their perſons ſanRified and ac-| 
cepred. But the thoughts of euery child of God are ordinari- 
ly working for the maintenance and furthering of Gods 
glory and good cauſes ; for poocuring true good to their bre- 


teſtimony,Pro.1 2.5.7 he thowgbts of the inſt are right,indge- | 


mination to the Lord :becaufe their conſciences are nor? 


thren,eſpeciallie in ſpirituall things ; for increaſing grace in 
themſclues, and their ſtore of comfort againſt the day of tri- 
all. Andiffo be (which ſometimes befalles the beſt) they be 
croſt by ſinful motions in themſelues,or ſuggeſtions of Satan; 
yet by their ſurprizin and —_— them at the very firſt 
riſing and affault, and by preſent repentance, they are vn-| 
doiibtedly cuer pardoned ynto themin Chriſt Ieſus, | 

- Giue meleaue,I pray you,to illuſtrate this varietie and dif- 
ference of thoughts (which I haue now largely laid downe 
ynto you) in our ſelues, for theſneerer preſſing of our conſci- 
ences,and thatin the matter of Elections. 

Let vs imagine a notorious finner to haue a voyce and 
hand in ſuch buſineſle : his very firſt thoughts would bee to 
haue no thought at all of Oath or Statute, of conſcience or 
honeſtie,of honour of his Colledge, or good of the Church : 
but would reſolue our of the proph ane principles of his: yaſt 
conſcience, and by the benefit of a large acception of cha- 
ritie, to bee indifferent for all commers,Onely in his choice, 
he would haue an eye to the maine, thatthe ſtate of good- 
fellowſhip ſhould take no diſparagement or diminution; 
and therefore hee would moſt carefullic caſt about with | 

V 2 himſelfe 
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himſelfe by all meanes, todefeate and preuent the purpoſes, 

and to ſtop the paſlage eſpecially of all Puritanes, You muſt] 

know'by the way, thatthele are a very dangerous kind of 
| men, able to blow vp whole houſes, by rheir too fierie zeale 
againſt idleneſle,drunkenneſſe, other ſhamefull corruprions,] 
cloſe and politike' cariages of many rotten.and vnconſcio- 
* The | nable cauſes andthe like. ' Fot by * Puritanesin this place, I 
worldis | onely vnderſtand them; (for euen ſuchare ſo branded) who 
Har wer. | Make conſcience of ſtudy and religious education of Schol- 
ched paſſe | er; who are ready cuer,and reſolute to yphold goodnes in a | 
and height, Houſe,though they be eng and diſofficed : who 
of __ | outof a gracious and ingenuous freedome of Spirit, will bee 


neſtie and | 22d 007 ſuffer their conſciences to bee led hood-winkr, to 
| fanRifica- | ſeruc other mens humours and priuate ends; who chuſe ra- 
rion,is |ther in a neglected ſtate, ſweetly to enioy the continual feaſt 
many - mad war paradiſe of a fincere heart, true and inward 
ouſly bran. | ©? ort,the ſocietic of Gods ſcruants; then for many times 
ded by the | full dearely bought fauours and offices, to entbrall and vio- 
nickname | lence both their judgements and affeions, to liue reſerued- 
of Purita+ |1y,ynder a maske,and at a haires breadth for all occaſions and 
ryſme. obſeruances; ſo wearing out a little miſerable time in a glo- 
rious and countenanced {lauerie. In a word,who of the two 
would rather ſaue their ſoules, then proſper in the world. 
Now ſuch fellowes as theſe, thinkes he with himſelfe, which 
ſeeme, as it were,by ING Monopoly, tohaue en- 
=_ all finceritie, honettie and good conſcience, muſt bee 
eptout; or,if by ſome diſaſter they creepein amongſt. vs,be 
curbed and kept vnder, elſe ſhall not wee ſway and domi- 
neere, Hereupon all the labour of his wit, and toile of his 
thoughts would bee, to plant a thorne, where a vine ſhould 
| &"wox'y to burthen theſe facred and honorable Manfions, 
elfigned onely for gracious and golden wits, with leaden 
drones,and {warmes of worthleſfe and witlefle creatures. 
2 Secondly, the mo of the groſſe-hypocrite in this 
waighty buſines of Elections, would be as vtterly yoid of all 
eonſcionable,and ingengous confiderations,as the notorious 


== 
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| | ſinners, 


mit | their owne men in EleCtions, and other Collegiate ſeruices; | * 


| 
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finners.Firſt,he would communewith his own couetousharr, 
| (for commonly Worldlines is the maſter fin in the grofſe hy- 
' pocrite, therefore I follow thethoughts riſing thence) hee 
| would within himſelf caſt a greedy and rauenows eie ypon the 
| condition of all the competitours for the placezand ar length | 
conclude,and be ſure to ſeaze ypon _—_ et his learning 
' or honeſty be what it would) where in al likeli he might 
| make the richeſt prey, and ſucke out the greateſt aduantage : 
Either purchaſe a great friend, ſtrengthen his faQtion, gratifie 
his fauourites,receiue a preſent bribezor elſe, which is a ſecrer 
bur a ſinfull policie, by weighing circumſtances,marking in- 
ſinuations,and former cariages,expect che largeſt after-grari- 
fication,cloſe and inditet conſiderations, and the moſt libe- 
ral New-yeeres gifts, (for in them certainely ſometimes lurkes 
corruption). Theſe things thus thought vpon;there followes 
now in him,an addition to the iniquitie of the- notorious fin- 
ner. He is not content to be thus ſtarke naught, but hemuſt 
double his fin by ſeeming good; it is notenough for him to 
be thus curſedly peſtilent to the place where he fiues, bur he 
muſt enlarge the miſchiefe,by putting on a vizard of piety:He 
therefore in a ſecond place would beate his bein es hee 
might varniſh ouer this villany, with moſt probable and fai- 
reſt pretences. The bribe muſt come in ypon other termes, 
with other.circumſtances,then the- groflenes of thar vile fin is 
wont to be conuaied; he thinkes how he may deale openly, | 
and in the eie ofthe world with men, without all ſuſpition, 
while the matter is carried vnder hand by ſubtile, mediate, 
and moſt exerciſed Agents inthe goodly affaires of abomina- 
ble corruption, Laff ,he is much troubled in mind, how for 
all this he may continue a good opinion with good men,-and 
ve fatisfaChon to thoſe, whom he deceiues by his ſeeming : 
ut by auch practiſe he makes this reaſonable eaſe; for poli- 
tick hypocrifie hath ſo many faces;turuings & -euafions, that 
it can tooeafily infinuare with, and fatisfie ynſufpicious,inno- 
cent and charitable fincerity;He cat-tell then of ſome depths 
inthe myſtery of gouernment;which euery preciſe vndelling | 
| cannot comprehend;that ſome libertie and diſpenſation nol | 
V3 be 
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be giuento Ratute-diſcretion, againſt the bare letter, and 
{tri meaning of the ſtatute; that wee liue Hot in P/atoes 


common-wealth,or ores Entopia,but in corrupt times, in 
| the very confluence of all the fines of former ages;and ther- 
' fore itisvtterly impoſſible to keepe a mans ſelte fo py | 
| ure from all ſpice of ——_— that ſomething muſt needs 
= yeelded to the times, els there is no liuing, atleaſt no pre- 
ſpering in the world. Thus the groſle hypocrite is euer as}. 
hon Pefull for outward plaiſtering,as ſecret plotting, 
| Thirdly, let vs conceiue what would bee the inward diſ- 
courſe and workings of the heart in the formall hypocrite, 
about diſpoſing his voice in Elections. His thoughts in theſe 
caſes perhaps, would not be extremely baſe,nor groſlely wic- 
ked:it may be he would be able to cleere euen his conſcience 
and inmoſt conceit ; much moreto waſh his hands from the 
hatefull and crying finne of downe-right bribery, This hor- 
riblenes is only for notorious ſinners, and | ar hypocrites, 
Nay,ourt of ſome ſudden pang of higheſt relolution, that in- 
genuouſnefle of nature or morall honeſtie can produce, hee | 
might take heart to anſwere and withſtand the ſuits and im-| 
portunitie of Greatneſſe and great meanes : onely with this 
reſeruation,ſo that his preſent happines be not therby main- 
ly hazarded,nor hope of his future preferment certainly cur 
off. For we mult ſtill hold this principle concerning the for- 
mall hypocrite; if hee bee brought to a iumpe,he will euer 
make euen Gods holy word, conſcience, religion, deſires 
and intreaties of Godly men, and all to yeeld and ſtoope to 
the worldly comforts he preſently enioyes; but ypon as faire 
termes,and with as plauſible conueiance asmay bee. Irmay 
be,he will be goodin many things, and outwardly in all;but 
ſay the Prophets what they will, hee muſt into the houſe of 
Rimmen,God muſt be mercifull vnto hinyin one thing or 0- 
ther: he is ſhort of the ſtate of grace,and by conſequent;hath 
no ſound and reall aſſurance of heauen aboue; and therefore 
he will have ſome {weetnes in the-meane timehe will enioy 
ſomeſhadow(at leaſt)af one heauen-or other vpon earth.So 
| that if we ſuppole ſuch an one to take a viewin bis thoughts 
x of 
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ofallthat ſtandfor a place wouldrelolu for goodnegand 


honefty,ſo far as the ecutity8lafety of his mame”rdncent- 
[ments would giue himleauglo far as the light of refon,and 

limmerings of generall graces were able to leade him : bur 
|” he is Rillto0 reſpeQiue of his owne particular,wants 
the eye of ſpiritual diſcretion, 8 ſuffers his- conſcience to bee 


'grant)by conſtraint,occaſionally,or by accident,conſent and 
concur ypon the worthieſt;but ordinarily, for meere loue of 
religioulneſſe, hee doth not make within his owne heart, 
a free, vnpaſſionate, impartial, ſmcereand' conſcionable 
—_ Forlet him pms ror ah — honeſt, 
et he is a meere ſtranger tothe myſtery of godlineſſe,vtter-. 
y vnapprehenſue of the ſingular and ſupernaturall opera- 
ions of the life of grace; and therefore cannor diſcerne be, 
twixt reſolute ſincerity, and true turbulency*{ wheteupoh 
irmay often wr” rew-my by a promiſcuous confuſion 
| of theſe rwo molt different fpirits,he may ({6 much as in him 
lies) repell farre the beſt, tothe ynfatiable wrong of the 
party, atid the vnualuable lofle of the houſe which ſhould 
| enioy him. There is one point further in deliberations of 
this nature, in which he would iumpe with the notorious 
| finner: In aduiſing with himſelſe or a fit manif by the way 
| his thoughts ſhould be crofled, with a man of knowne, pro- 
feſſed, and practiſed forwardnefſe in religion; hee would 
paſſe- him ouer' with contempt and indignatjon; for thus 
would he thinke with himiſelfe : If ſucha How come int a- 
moneft vs, wee ſhall haue all moulded anew after the tri 
modell of hisirregular conſcience; wee ſhould betroubted 
with new tricks and ereCtions, for the encreaſnienc, of ſtudy 
and reformation of manners; he would be-ftill tindiig and 
friving foran Ideall and abſtraftiue purity in Efe&tions, and 
other affaires of the Colledge; ſo that our former quierneſſe 
and peace would beermich diſ-ſweerned with his tartneſſe, 
and too much preciſeneſſe. Thus would hee be as hote and 
heady againſt the power of grace, as the notorious ſinner. 
(For though there-bee many different degrees of ilnefle, of 


. VNrege- 


3 


cooled and countermanded by worldly wifdome; he'may(I'[- 
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ſion and pratice of found and ſauing fincerity. Gods faith- 
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varegenerate men; ſome are farre more ſober , tolerable, 


and moderate then others, yet alt commonly agree in this, 
that ny are bitter and implacable Oppolites to the profeſ- 


full Ones euer were,and cuer will be Signes and #ouders e- 
uenin /ſreel : 112.8.18. Monſters viito the * great men of 
the world,as Danid was, Pſalme 71.7.A ſcorne,reproch and 
derifion to thens that are round about them : Pſal.79.4. They 
ſhall euer bee accounted men of an odde faſhion, and fingu- 
lar cariage from other men, Wiſd.a. 15. preciſe, humorous, 
hypocriticall and the like, Miſtake me not; I apologizenort 
for any ynwarrantable opinion tending to Separdtion ; it is 
onely ſanCtification, true and ndifſemabled holnefle; with- 
out which none ſhall cuer ſee the face of God, or glory of | 
heauen, which I Rand for, and intend in all my Diſcourſe. 
But by the way let mace tell you this, in this generall and 


| ſpirituall Rate of true Chriſtians, and the ſoucraignty of} 


ioynt-con(piracy of all kindes of naturall men, againſt the 


ds ſanRifying Spirit in them ; the meere ciuill honeſt 
man,and formallh ocrite(as I takeit) are tranſported with 
more fierceneſſe and rage againſt them, then the groſſe hy- 

ocrite,and 12:4 ME. wh, This 1 take to bee the reaſon ; 
The ofle hypocrite he ſmnes againſt the light of his owne 
conſcience, and with the certaine knowledge of his heart; 
andtherefore doth not much enuie and grudge the righte- 
ous man his excellency aboue his —— and faluation 
of his ſoule : The notorious f1mer in his more ſober mood, 
and cold blood, will confeſſe himlelfe to bee our of the way, 
whe$s and proteſt amendment; or at leaſt reſerves in his 

cart a reſolution to repent when he is old: but the meere 
ciuill honeſt man, and the formall hypocrite thinke their 
owne ſtateto bee as good as the beſt ; and: whatſoeuer is 
more, and beſides that which they finde in'themſclues, to 
be but needleſle preciſeneſſe, and affected ſingularity ; and 
therefore are many times gauld and grieued, that the truly. 
gracious and con(cionable carriage of Gods ſcruants, doth 


cenſure and condemne their.ourwardneſle and: formality-in 
religi on ; 
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religion,and make it plainly , that their caſe ( with- 
our ſound conuerfion and imbracement of fincerity) is the 
very ſtare of wretchedneſſe and of death. 

Bur now fourthly and laſtly, in Eleftions the thoughts of 
Gods child, in whoſe heart alone the word of God doth 
chiefly rule, and is deeply rooted, would be theſe or the 
| like, In the firſt place, there comes into his mind a reuerent 
feare of that God, who hath mercifully aduanced him to his 
place, wherein hee expecteth conſcience and faithfulneſſe ; 
He conſiders that ſolemne and facred oath which hee takes 
(in the fight of him who ſeeth all harts and cogitations) for 
areſolure and vnſwayed vprightneſle in the diſpoſing of his 
voice; that vpon the —_— or ynconſcionableneſſe in 
EleRions, depends the miſery and confufion, or happineſle 
and flouriſhing of an Hoxſe. He further callech to minde 
our of his experience, that commonly thoſe fellowes who 
thruſt into ſocieties, offices and high roomes, by ſhufling 
and violence, by fa&tion and rendes ws fauour, by cun- 
ning,or corruption, become pernicious and diſhonourable 
tothe places where they liue; they are ſtill thornes in the 
fides,and prickes in the eyes of all that loue grace and good- 
nefſe : they cither turne idle, truly fatious, or notoriouſly 
ſcandalous,by miſ-ſpending rhe vnualuable pretiouſneſſe of 
their golden houres,in Tauerns, Ale-houſes, or ſome other 
courſe of good-fellowſhip, to the inexpiable and eternall 
diſhonour of thoſe Hewſes, of which ſhould bee otna- 
ments. And when they haue done much hurt and miſchiefe} 
heere,they are the only men to bargaine for, buy, or com- 
paſſe by indire and {iniſter dealing, Benefices, and ſpiritu- 
all promotions abroad: of which being poſſeſt, they either 
by wnconſcionable and cruell negligence, and Non-refi- 
dencein their charge, betray he Hos: of their le to 
wildneſfe/ and barbariſme , to ignorance,  prophaneſſe, or 
-popery; orelſe by aprophane and vnhallowed handling of 
[Gods word, by daubing with yntempered morter, as the 
Propher fpeakes, ſo ftrengthen the hands of the wicked, 
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Ezech.13. the heart of the righteous ;-and make them ſad, whom the! 


22. | ord hath not made {ad;and the bruiſed reede is quite bro- | | 
| ken, and the {moking flaxe vtterly put out. Now thinkes the 
child of God with himlſelfe, out of his ſpirituall wiſedome, 
' if uch an one as theſe ſhould be choſen by my default and 
' faint-heartedneſle ; I ſhould in fome ſort meaſure bee 
juſtly guilty,and anſwerable before that high and euerlaſting 
: Indge,ofthe many mileries and miſchiefes, which ordinarily 
' enſue ypon ſo vnhappy a choyce. Heereupon ( after a ma- 
ture and impartiall ſuruay of all circumſtances conſidera-, 
| ble in theparty, the ſtatute and whole bulinefſe) he ſingles | 
' out him with fincerity and fingleneſſe of heart, whom in 
' conſcience he thinkes moſt ſufficient ; and there hee ſtickes 
' witha truly Chriſtian and-vnſhaken reſolution, pitcht by 
| the very power and ſtrength of heaven: and come what 

| | come will, rempeſts, or faire- weather ; preferment, or po- 

'4 | uerty; threatnings or flattery; poly, or perſwafion; pri- 

uate importunities;. or frownings of Greatneſle; hee is- ata 

int,infinitely tather to keepe a-good conſcience and faue 

| his ſoule, then ts enioy the preſciit, and gaine the whole 
| world. For he well kaowes that the day is at hand, euen-that 
| great and fearfull Day, when the contciouſneſſe of one gra- | 

' tous action, performed with vpri _P ofheart,will breed 

| more comfort, then the glory,riches, and ſoucraignty of the 


wholecarth, 
To conclude this point :. As vnregenerate and ſanciified 


; thoughts differ much in: their workings cuen abour the ſame 
| Obiects : ſo thereare ſome, which are Gods childs peculi- 
| ar, with which the ſtate of vuregeneration is: ytterly:ynac= 
! quainted. They. are ſuch as theſe : 

Firſt, , thoughts full of feare and: aſtoniſhment, all-hell 
and horrpur, which riſe out of:the' heart, when ir is firſt 
| Gricken gh ſenſer:of Gods wrath. ac the Fight of his 
finnes!!/The(e ave feorched, cin. very many, euen.with-the | 
flames of hell in. their conuerſion:: They: burne ſometimes 
the very marrow'out/of their bones, and turne the beft 
mayſture-in then. ico. the. -drought. of Summer. 
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aprint or skarre of thefe wofull and wounded thoughts, ap- 
peare inthe heart of the forthall hypocrite. This hell vpon 
earth,is onely paſled thorow by the heires of heauen, while 
the children of hel haue commonly their heauen vpon earth. 
2 Secondly,thoughts Þ compoſed all of pure comfort, ioy, 
| heauen, immortahiry, the ſweet and loucly iſſues of the {pirir 
| ofadoption;” Theſe flow onely from the'fountaine of grace, 
| and fpring vpin that ſoule alone, which hauing newly paſ- 
; ſedthe ſtrange agonies, and fore pangs of the new-birth, is 
| preſently bathed in the blood of Chriſt, lulled in the boſome 
of Gods deareſt mercies; and ſecured with the ſeale, and ſc- 
cret impreſſion of his cternall loue and facred fpiritznot on- 
ly from the rage of hell, bur alſo of an eucrlaſting and roy- 
all inheritance aboue.Oh the heart of the vnregenerate wan 
is farre t90 narrow, baſe and earthly to comprehend the vn- 
mixed pleaſures, the glorious Sunſhine of thoſe bleſſed and 
toytul anglapdich immediately follow vpon the ſtormes 
of feares 8& terror,ordinatily incident to a ſound conuerfion! | 
3 Thirdly, thoughts of ſpirituall rauiſhment,and vnutte- 
rable rapture,flaſhes of eternal light, raiſde ſometimes in the 
hearts of the Saints,and occaſionally inſpired by the Spire of | 
all and endlefſe comfort ; which with vnconceiuable amaze- 
ment and admiration feed ypon,and fill themſelues with the 
joyes ofthe ſecond life, in ſuch an vncouth extafie and ex- 
ceſle,as is farre aboue,and without the compaſle and conceit 
of all worldly comforts, the tongue of Angels, or heart of 
man. In this point, I appeale to the conſcience of the true 
Chriſtian, (for I know Gil well,that all my Diſcourſe is a pa- 
rable,and paradoxe to the prophane) whether hee hath not 
ſomerimes,as it were,a ſea of comfort rained vpon his heart, 
in a ſweet ſhewer from heauen; and ſuch a ſenfible taſte of 
the cuerlaſting pleaſures,'-y the glorious preſence of inward 
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keen 


| the ſtate of 


ioy and peace, as if hee had the one foote in heauen already, 
ly humbled and broken heart , already healed, and ſweet! 

blood ef Chriſt : whereas in others,they commonly either on 
fion,are expelled with outward mirth,or ena in deſpaire. * Imeane 
Kirrings of che heart, ynſpeakable 
is firſt ſet vn the ſoule by the Spirit 
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and with the one hand had laid hold vpon the crowne of life: 
eſpecially aftcr a zcalous heate, and feeling feruency in praier; 
ho an entire, gracious, and profitable ſanQtification of the 
Sabbath;at the time of ſome great and extraordinary humili- 
ation entertained, and exerciſed with fruit and fincerity;when 


{hehath freſhly with deepeſt groanes and fighes, and new 


ſruglhngs of ſpirit, renewed his repentance vpon occaſion of | 
relapſe into ſome old,or fall into ſome new finne; when the | 
empoiſoned arrowes of cruel and fierie tongues,pointed with 
malice,policy and prophaneſſe come thickeſt ypon him: and 
yet reryring into his owne innocent heart, he finds no cauſe 
of ſuch mercileſſe vexation, but defence of Gods truth,and 
profeſſion of holineſle. Nay,fometimes vpon the deaths-bed, 
to a ſoule conſcious of an vpright and vnſpotred life,the ioies 
ofheauen preſent themſclues before the time; (ſo longing a' 
ſympathy is there betwixt the life of grace and endles glory). 
Such like ieyfull ſpringings,and heauenly eleuations of hearr 
as theſe which I haye now mentioned,are the true Chriſtians 
pecaliar ; no ftranger can meddle with them, no heart can 
conceiue them, but that which is the Temple of Gods pure 
and bleſſed Spirit. | 
| Thus farre of the difference of their thoughts, in reſpe& 
of their nature and manner of working : Now in a ſecond 
place, Gods child is notably differenced from the formall hy- 
pn by the ſeaſonableneſſe of his thoughts, and there holy 
eruing the time, 

In a body of beſt and exaRteft conſtitution, the ſenſes are: 
quickeand nimble, and ſharplieſt diſcerne, with greateſt life 
and vigour apprehend their obieRs,and are moſt ſenſibly af- | 
(feed, or diſpleaſed with their conuenience, or antipathy : 
Euenſoin a hart of a true ſpiritual temper,ſcaſoned and ſoft- 
ned with the dew of grace; thechoughts are ma, own | 
and addreſt with zealc & contentment, to encline and apply 
themſclues to the condition of the times, and vari of % 

caſions offered for ſome holy vſe,to the berrering ofthe ſoule | 
[and theenlarging of Gods glory.In thetime of aft and ſack- 
cloth ; if iudgements be threatned out of the Pulpit, ox| 
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executed from heauen ; when the Church weares her mour- 
ning weed, fincerity droupes,and the godly hang down their 
heads; in ſuch blacke and difmall dayes, they are impatient 
of all temporall comfort, they willingly put on ſadneſſe, to 
entertaine penitencie, humiliation and ſorrow : but they are 
clothed with ioy and lightfomneſſe, when mercy and falua- 
tion are wiſcly,and ſeafonably proclaimed out of the booke 
of life ; when religion ſpreads and proſpers, and diuine truth 
hath free paſſage; when whole States haue eſcaped the bloo- 
dy Papiſts Gunpowder, and the royall breaſts of Kings their 
empoyſoned kniues,and in ſuch like ioyfull and happy times, 
Thus the thoughts, and inmoſt affeRions of Gods LAY hauc 
their changes, their ſeuerall ſeaſons and ſucceſſions,as it plea- 
ſerhthe Lord to offer, or execute mercie or iudgement out 
of his word, or in the world abroad. But the thoughts of the 
formall hypocrite, though they ſuffer indeed many alterati- 
ons,and FiRraRtions about earthly obieAs; they ebbe and 
flow with diſcontent or comfort, as his outward ſtate is fa- 
voured or frowned vpon þy the world : yer ſpirituall occur- 
rents, obſeruable with deyotion and reuerence for the good 
of the ſoule, haue no great wer to worke yponthem.$a- 
cred times, or daycs of afflivtion, are not wont to make any 
ſuch imprefſion,or to breed extraordinary Ricrivgs, and mo- 
tions in them. Let i _n blaſt,or mercies bleſſe a king.- 
dome;let Gods word find ſmaorh and cuen way,or rubs and 

poſition; let prophanefle boe coungepanced, or finceritie 
cheriſhed, hee takes na thoughs:ſo he ma wy Hp a whole 
'skinne, and keepe entire his worldly comditen, is thoughts 
continue heauy, dull and formall. Hee may copforme and 
conſort with the times ip his owward g words and. 
ations ; but ordivarily histhoughts admir no change, ſaug 
onely, ſofarreas his private xemporal felicicic is endangered 
| by penis Indus, or enlarged by ſhewers ofmercics 
bleſſings heauen, - I cannot enlarge this point at 
this time : onely I will giue one inſtance ja their difference of |. 
thoughts ypon the Sabbath day. 
The Sabbath day is, axir were, the fae-doy ofthe ſoul, | 
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| wherein it ſhould not onely repaireand furniſh ir ſelfe with 
new ſpiritual ſtrength,with greater ſtore of knowledge, grace! 
and comfort: bur alſo feaſt withit heauenly friends;the bleſ-| 
ſed Saints and Anicopon thoſe glorious ioyes and happie 
reſt, which neuer ſhall haue end. Euery childe of God there- 
| fore, which hath already a reall incereſi in that eternall reſt, 
| Ifi,g8,rz, makes not only conſcience of doing bis own 'waies, ſeeking his 
owne will ſpeating a vaine word on that day : but alſo in ſome 
| good meaſure makes it the very delight of his heart, the loue 
and comfort of his inward thoughts, ſo that he may conſe- 
crate Ft as glorious ts the Lord, He doth not only giue quier | 
and ceſſation to his body fromworldly bufineſſe, and works | 
of his calling ; bur alſo empries his head, and disburdens his | 
thoughts of all earthly cares,that ſo they may wholly and en- | 
tirely intend the holy motions of Gods Spirit, and ſpend 
themſclues in godly and extraordinary meditations, fitting 
the feaſt day of the ſoule, and the Lords holy day. This 1s | 
the defire, longing and endeuour of his heart, thusto ſanRi- | 
fie the Sabbath; and if atany time hebe turned awrie from 
this yprightnefſe by company,or his owne corruptions, he's 
after much grieued and yext with it; repents and praies for 
more zeale, conſcience*and care for the time to come; But 
the formall hypocrite, howſocuer hee may onthat day for- 
beare and abſtaine from his ordinary fins, labours, ſports and 
idleneſſe; howſocuer he may outwardly exerciſe and execute | 
all duties and ſervices of religion; though indeede more-of 
cuſtomeand for faſhion, then with heartie and true deuo- 
tion : nay,he may haue other thoughts on that day,but one- 
ly ſo farte,as the bare ſolemnizie of the time, and thegreater 
Preſence can alter them : yet I dare boldly fay it, no formall 
hypocrite,no kinde of yntegenerate man can poſſibly make | 
the Sabbath his delzghe,as is required, Iſai. g$.1 3. And which 
is preſuppoſed to make vs capable of the bleſſings following 
in the ſame place: Then ſpalt thou delight in the Lord,&r I will 
make thee to meiit vpo the bigh places of the earth, feed thee 
| with the heritage of [acob thy father:for the month of the Lord | 
Py ſpoken it. He cannot for his-life ſequeſter his thoughts 
at 
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atall,not'cuen on ithar-day,, from warldlinefſe. and. earthly. 
plealures,to dwipe and ſacred meditations. Doe what hee 
can,hee cannot heate- and Keepethemoft from worldly Ob- 
iects; they will notleauetheir former haunts;or be reſtrained 
wow plotring,or pleaſing themlelues with weeke-day bufi- 
neſles. (7.27 F 
Lord,it is ſtrange that the ſoule of a man; ſo nobly furni- 
ſhed .with., powers; of HH coutemplation ; being {© 
ſrongly.and ſenſibly poſleft, with contcouſneſſe; and con- 
ceit of it owne umtmoxtality;and baving the:reftleſſe and vn- 
{atisfied defircs of; it wide capdtiry; neuer. fild' but, with the 
Maieſty of God himſelfe; and the glory of an-immorall 
crowne, {ſhould Bee ſuch a Granger to-heauen, the place of it 
birth and:eueslaſting. abode; that vpon that day, whereon, 
(as vpom'the golden ſpot and peatieofthe weeke:) the Lord 
hath ſtamped his-owne ſacred Seale'of inftitution, and (o-/ 
lemne conſecration for his owneparticular ſeruice, we 
d 
ixed 


cialthonourz yer, I ſay; ypon that. day it carinot ſettle 
continue it oywne!thouglts andmotions ypon thoſe. xn 

and bleſſed toyes,and the: way vnto them: without 'which 
i ſhall'be cucclaſtingly miſerable, and burne- hereafter. in 
thatfierie-lake, whoſe leea are fed with infinite -riuers of 
Brimiſtone, and the endlefle.wrath of God for cuer and e- 
. Now Tpray-yowtell mee, when wee ſhall haue raigned 
hereafter many millions of yeeres in heaucn, what thoughts 
will remaine of this little inch of time vpon earth ? When we 
haue-paſſed thorow apeece of eternity, where will appeare 
thezminute of this miſerable life ; and yet our thoughts and 
affections are ſo glued ynto the world, as though: eternitre 
were vpon earth,and gime only inheauen? You are men capa- 
bleofworthieſt and higheſt cleuations of ſpirit, I beſeech 
you, relurae this meditation at: your leiſure; mee thinkes it 
ſhould be ableto breed thoughts ofa fatremore noble. and 
heauenly temper then ordidarily'aciſe and: are nouriſhed in 


the hearts ofmen. 


:2 Burto follow my purpoſe; Certaine it is, notthe beſt vn- 
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tion of the Sabbath; iris nota Tubilee to their hearts, and 
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regenerate men can endure an entire and exaQt ſanQtifica- 


theioy of their thoughts: for they cannot abide ro have 
their mindes ſtay long in a feeling meditarior vpon ſpirituall 
affaires, ypon the examination of their former life, the ſtate 
of the other world,the{leights and tentations of Satan, the 
day of death, the tribunall of heauen, and ſuch like. For 
rhough the beſt ofrhem may haue a perſwaſion of their be- 
ing inthe ſtate of grace, as I hauelargely proued heretofore; 
yet fithiris wrongly and falſly grounded, it cannot abide 
the ſearch and touchſtone: Hence it is, that of all things 
they loue notto be alone, They may pleaſe themſclues well 
enough in ſolitarmeſſe,, vypon ſome priuate buſineſle; for 
themore profound: plotting and contriving worldly mat- 
ters; for a more free, bur filthy exerciſe of the adiilteries of 
the heart, and contemplatiue fornication; to feed dull 
and fruitlefſe melancholy; to let their thoughts wildly range 
and runne riotinto a world'of imaginations; to diue into 
the myſtrries ofnarure, or depths of State :'bur to bee alone 
onely forthis'purpoſe, rhatthemind may more fully and im- 
mediately worke ypon the ſpirituall ſtate of rhe ſoule, and 
impartiallyenquire into the conſcience; they cannot, t 

will not endureit ; and therefore commonly caſt themſclues 
into one knot of good-fellowſhip or other, that they may 
mertily paſſe away thattime;for an houre of which(the time 
of grace being once ex Oy would giue ten thouſand) 
worlds, yet ſhall neuer le to purchaſe it againe. But 
Gods children ,whenthey are alone, baue inward comfort, 
and heauenly matrer enough to worke vpon': a pleafi 
contentment and farisfaction, arifing from an humble A 
ſober remembrance of a well ſpent life, doth infinitely 
morerefrcſh them, then all the reucllings and pleaſant de- 
uices of merrie companions : nay, many times in their ſca- 
ſonable ſolitarineſle , - duine - graces” are rhore operatiue 
and flirring, and raiſe'inflaned raotions of delight 4 
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Godis yet further yery much. differenced from'the formall 
ne:, by his Skill and dexreficy; in ralmg; by his 
,/and godly-icatouſic' iy watching ouer his 

th $. 4 | 67 i 
The heart in which-Gods fpirit'is nor reſidenc with ſpeci- 
all grace and ſanQtifying power (howſocuer the words may 
be watched ouer, anrw+ the were ny ony an 14 
commonly fill nakedand opert without {pecialt puardor 
ſerled gouerriment. For the beft naturall mais too. impa- 
cient of reſtraint: and ſeverity ouer the power of imagina- 
tion. and freedomeof hisjhoughes; they being naturally ex- 
nm. uy. mrs. Sem all humanſe-arid” created? f6- 


petuall preſencemthemmdewould make the' ; 

of their kberty more ſeahbleand diſtaftfull. Ir may bee'our 
of the naturallgrounds of exuilt by, and (ome getierall 
| apprehenfionvof the power ofthe world to come; Herhay be 


| fo farre falicitous about histhoughts,thatif any Fatt vp of 


| more foule and monſtrows ſhape , eriticing' him "to-ſome 
graſſe and infamous fine, which would di _ him'in the 
world,or breed extraordinary horrour in his conſcience : 
he pon___ againſt it,diſclaimes, abandons-and expels 
it. He ray be of experience and kill to —_— and {up- 
preſſe- thoughts of heauineſſe, and melancholy; although 
in this point hee many times fearfully deceiues himſelf : 
taking the holy motions of -Gods ſpirit enclining him to 
godly forrow for his finnes, to bee melancholike thoughts 
tending towards too'much ſtriftneflſe and vnneceſſary dil. 
comtort : So grieuing the =_ ſpirit, and ſtopping againſt 
himſelfe the very firft and neceffary paſſage to faluation, 
Thus the formall hypocrite may haue ſometimes and in 
part a ſlght miſguided-and generall care and onerfight of| 
| 1s thoughts : But becauſe the depth of his deceirful heart, 
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{and the many corruptions that are daily and hourely hatch- 
ed init, were neuer ript vp and reuealed ynto him by the 
(power and light of ſauing grace, he cannot hold that hand 
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our his heart as he ought; hee doth not keepe a ſolemne 
| | Y particular, 
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particular,and contiouall watch & ward ouer his thoughts, 


| which is little enough'to ketpe a Chriſtian infound comfort 
| and inward peace; he hath no; hedtt with fuch anxiety,'and 


care to looke vnto his heart : he doth not ſo. often and ſeri- | 
oully thinke vponhis thoughts, holding it the laſt and leaſt | 
of athouſand cares. But euery child of God certainly makes 
it his chiefeſt care,and one of his greateſt Chriſtian roiles, to 
uard hisheart, and ren his-choughts. : Hee followes in | 
| 4 good meaſure'( by his practice ) that holy counſell of 
Salomon,Prou,4.23. Abone all watch and ward, keepe thine 
| heart, Thewordin the Qriginall js borrowed from the af- 
{ faires of warte, Letysamagine a my noronely/begirt with a 
ſtraite and dangerousfiegeof crucll and- blood-thirſty ene- 
mies, but alſo-within infeſted with lurking Commorioners, 
and traitors to the State ; how miuch,doe you rhinke, would 
| it tand that Cirp-ypon,with all-vigilant policy, ro: ſtand vp- 
| on it guard for preuertion of danger ?. It is wie ſo with the 
[heart 3 not only Satan-is even waiting opportunity, te throw 
in his fiery darts, and ſenſuall Obie&ts from abroad, like 
falſe Smons toinfinuate them{clues; bur alſo, it feeles ( roir 
much yexation ) many rebellious ſtirrings within it bona 
bowels. The tender conſcience of a true Chriftian is very 
ſenſible of all chis danger; and by his owne experimentall 
and pradticall knowledge, heis acquainted with theman 
breaches and defolations made in the ſoule, both by'thels 
open enemies, and ſecret rebels; and therefore furniſheth 
himſelfe daily with much holy. wiſedome and watchfulneſſe; 
with experience and dexterity in this great ſpiritual affaire 
of guarding and guiding his heart. Wee may take a view of 
this his ſanctified and Chriſtian wiſedome in gouerning his 
thoughts,in theſe foure points : 
| . In a timely diſcouery and wiſe defeatment of Satans 
ftratagems and policies; whether hee deale by ſuggeſtions 
raiſed from the occafions,and aduantages of his temper and 
naturall conſtitution;of his temporall ſtate,cither happineſle, 
or contermpt; of his infancy,or growth ; weaknes,or ſtren gth 
in Chriſtianity ; of the condition of his calling, company, 
place 
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place where hee lives, or the like : Or whether hee come ad-| 
dreſt with his owne more fearefull immediate Tnie&ions; 
which he ſometimes preſents ini his owne likenefſe. As when 
hee caſts into the Chriſtians minde diftruſts, and doubts a- 
bout the truth of heauen, and of diuine and heauenly truth; | 
concerning the certaintie, and being of all that maieſtie and 
' glory aboue ; for ſuch thoughts as thee, are ſometimes offe- 
| red to the moſt ſanQified ſoule; Bernard cals them rerrib l:a! Lib.de Con. 
de fide ,borribilia de dinmit4te, But marke' here the catiage ſcientia, 
| of Gods childe, hee doth not wraflle with theſe hel-bred 
thoughts, he ſers not his naturall reaſon ypon themyfor thence | 
| perhaps would follow inclinations to Atheiſme, deſperate- 
nes in finning,andother fearefull conſequents: bur at the ve- 
[ry firſt approch,abandons and abominares themto the very 
'pit ofhell whence they came; he prayes,repent3,and is hum- 
| bled by them, and thence clearely ſees they are none of his; 
| and ſo in deſpite of ſuch diueliſh malice, walkes on comfor- 
ably in his way to heauen, If Satan ſpeede not inthis blacke 
ſhape ; he at other times puts on the glory of an Angell:and 
| - may bring into his remembrance euen good things 
| but out of r dev due time, that hee may hinder him of ſome 
| greater good, As atthe preaching of the Word, he may caſt 
into his minde vnſcaſonably godly meditations, that ſo hee 
may diſtract and depriue him of the bleſſings of a profitable 
hearer : At the time of prayer,he may fill his head with holy 
| inſtruCtions, that ſohee may coole hisferuency, and bereaue 
| him of the benefir of ſo bleſſed an exerciſe. With theſe,and a 
thouſand moe ſuch like vexations in his thoughts, the childe 
of God is fore troubled and much exerciſed. 
| Secondly,another branch of ſpirituall wiſdome in watch-|- +, 
ing ouer his thoughts, is buſted aboutthole (infull pleaſures, 
| which vpon the remembrance of his former old iniquiries 
| may re-infe&t the ſoule. For aman may commir the ſame fin, 
| a thouſand times, by renewing the pleaſures of it in his 
thoughts. Though the at bepaſt, yeras often 2sthe mind 
runnes ouer the paſſages and circumſtances of the ſame fin, 
with the ſame delight; ſo often the-ſoule is polluted with a | 
| Y 2 new | 
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new, Raive,atd laden with more gyiltineſle. Whereas there. 
fore the ſenſuall ſweetnes of a mans beloued ſinnes, hath be- 
fore his calling,got ſuchiirong hold and haunt in his affeRi- 
ons,that it will be ſtil afterward with baits and allurcments, 
ſoliciting eventhe renewed heart, if notto the iteration of 
the —_— a&t,yet atleaſt to enioy it in thought:ir doth verie 
much behoue the child of God,to be wary and watchfull in 
this point, If he remit-but a little ofhis heate of zcale againſt 
fin,and feruency of his firſt loue, or grow regardlefle of his 
thoughts, it will preſemly gather power and opportunitie 
- for re-entric. Here then is the toile and triall of Chriſtian Fi 
wiſedome and watchfulnes ouer the thoughts. If when the | 
foule pleaſures of former ſins be reprelented vnto the mind, 
he hath cither learned to ſmother them ar their firſt ſealing 
into the heart, by oppoſing againſt thein a conſideration of 
the many wounds, and much waſte they haue formerly 
made in his ſoule: Or elſe by his growth and ſtrength in 
| grace,be able to looke backe vpon them withourt delight,to 
retaine them only for renewing repentance, and to diſmiſſe 
them with loathing and deteſtation. Full ſweetc is the com- 
fort,and great the happineſle of that Chriſtian, who hath his 
corruptions ſo farre mortiied,and the remiſſion of his ſinnes 
ſo furely ſealed vnto him; that the thoughts of his former 
pleaſing finnes canneither tickle him with delight and new 
* I meane | deſire,nor afiright him with * horrour.Fos the one, Ob(faith 
horrour of | bleſſed Aw,?;n mn his Confeſſions) what ſhall [ rerwrne wnto 
_ my gracious God that I can now looke miy (ins m the face, and' 
- cw not be afraid? Burt here the wiſeſt Chriſtian may bee eaſily 
tion. plunged over head and eares into one of Satans moſt deceit- 
full deprhs,except he be very warie : For in the ſolitary mu- 
fings vpon his former finnes,to this good ene, that he may 
vtterly grow out of loue with them, and further loath them; 
Satan is ever readie {for both his ctaft and malice are end-| 
lefſe) ſecretly to addetinder tothe fire of his affeQtion, ſo to 
inflame him with freſh loue and liking of that finre, which 
at that time hee moſt labours, and hath euer greateſt reaſon: 
to abhorre. And the tide of affeQions being once on foote: 
| towards | 


—— 
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towards an old pleaſing Gnne ; it is a great meaſure of grace 
| muſt ſtop the torrent of them. In watching therefore over 
the thoughts, the brighteſt eye of ſpirituall wiſdome hath 
[needto intend this pot, to deſcrie this n 
Thirdly, another ſpeciall care the childe of God hath in 
' gtarding the heart, is to baniſh and keepe our idlenefle, va- 
nitie of mind,melancholy, worldly ſorrow, inward fretting, 
euill defires, wandring luſts, wiſhes without deliberation 
and ſuch like, He holds a waking,and icalous cye ouer thoſe 
many baites and lures, which ſpring and ſprout eftſoones 
from the fountaine and rootes of original corruption; which 
the ſtate of morrality neuer ſuffers to be yrterly plucked vp, 
and dried away inthis life: He knowes ful well, if theſe young 
Cockatrices be not cruſhed while they are in hatching ; that 
is, if wandring and wicked thoughts bee nor Rifles when 
they begin toſtirre firft in the mind, they will firſt enuenome 
the vnderſtanding, the vnderſtanding the will, the will the 
afteCtions;the affections once enraged,and hauing the raines 
(like wild horſes)will carry amian headlong intoa world of 
wickedneſſe. Abaue all, hee makes ſure euer to haue in rea- 
dineſſe and at hand, preſeruatiues and counter-poyſons a- 
ainſt the baites of thole three grand empoiſoners, rhe lu/? of 
the fleſh,the inſt of 1h+ eyes and the pride of life There are theſe 
maine obie&ts,abour which eſpecially a&tuall concupiſcence 
is finfully exerciſed, riches,pleaſures, honours : if he once ler | 
his thoughts claſpe about any of theſe with immoderate de- | 
fre and delight, hee is gone. For ſo riches will bring forth | 
couetouſneſle, and couetouſneſſe begets vſurie, oppreſſion, ' 
encloſure, buying and ſelling offices and dignities, grinding | 
the faces of the poore,and a thouſand moe milcl iefes: It des | 
uours all naturall and honeſt affe&ions,and turnes them in- 
to earth; itmakes kmdred, friends, acquaintance, content- | 
ments ſeruiceable to 1t greedy humour: Nay,it makes a man 
to condemne himſelfe bodie and foulc for this tranfitorie 
traſh. Pleaſures mflame luſt, and luſt fo cmaſculates all the 
powers of the ſoule,that its nobleſt operafions become bru- | 
tiſh:it begers a wanton eyc,a laſciuious eare, obſcene ralke, 
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filthy ieſts, delight in plaies,and harefull pictures, beſides ma- 
ny other ſecrer and fearefull abominations not to be concei- 


| he bus him depart from him;and ſaics to him, 1 deſire nor the 


ued without horrour, much leſſe to bee named, Honours: 
| breed ambirion,and ambition bids the ſoule ſpeake vnto a; 
' man, in the language of Neroes mother; Occidar modo impe- 
res : Bee ſome body inthe World while thou ſtaieſt here, 
though I lie w the flames of Hell —_—y hereafter, 
| Deepely then doth it concerne cuery true Chriſtian with iea- 
\loulie and trembling, narrowly to watch and obſerue the 
firſt and ſecret motions of the heart; left he ſhould vnawares 
be wofully caught,and enfnared in that blacke and accucſed 
chaine : the firſt lincke of which, growes out of naturall cor- 
ruption, and the laſt reacheth the height of finne, and depth 
ofbell. We may ſce foure linkes of it : Tames 1.1 4-15.about 
the breeding of fin : and other foure, Heb.z. about it growth 
and perletion. Fuſt,an idle finfull _-_ begins to draw, 
as it were, the heart aſide from the preſence and conſidera. 
tion of God Almightie, to a fight and ſuruay of the plea- 
ſures of ſinne. Secondly,it having, as it were,the heart by ir 
{elfe, puts on a baite; allures and entiſes, — a confe- 
rence and parley with the will about the ſweetneſle of plea- 
ſures,riches, honours, glory, and ſuchlike. Thirdly,the will 
accepts ofthe motion, conſents, plots and forecaſts for the 
accompliſhment, the affeQions adde heate and ſtrength, the 
heart trauels with iniquitic ; and ſo at length by the helpe of 
opportunitie,ſinne is brought foorth. If you looke y_=_ the 
Originall in Saint /ewes,you will cafily gather theſe foure de- 
rees. Now further by often iteration of the aCt of ſinnin 
with delight and cuſtome, the heart is hardned; ſothat no 
terrour of judgement, nor promiſe of mercy will enter, Se- 
condly, ir becomes an euill heart, and is wholly turned into 
ſinne, ic drinkes vp iniquitielike water, and feedes ypon ir, 
as the horſelecch on corrupt blood. Thirdly,it growes an vn- 
faith{.u!t heart,and then a man begins to ſay within himſalfe, 
therc is no God; arleaſt inreſpect of prouidence, and care o0- 
uerthe world, andexecutions of judgement vpon finners : 
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knowledge of thy waies ; who is the Almighty, that I ſhould 
ſerne him? Or what profit ſhould I hanesf I ſhowld pray wnto 
bim? Fourthly followes an ver falling away from God, 
grace, and all goodneſſe, without all ſenſe, checke, or re- 
morſe of finne, ſhame, and his moſt accurſed ſtate; and fo 
immediately from this height of finne, into the fierceſt 
flame and loweſt pit of hell. For if the firſt degree deſerue e- 
ternall death ; what confuſion muſt befall this Babell ? You 
ſee in what danger he is that giues way ynto his firſt ſinfull 
motions. 

Laſtly, a ge imployment of holy wiſedome in 
guarding the thoughts, is ſpent in giuing a wiſe and humble 
entertainment ynto the good motions of Gods bleſſed ſpi- 
rit : and in furniſhing = ſupplying the minde with ore of 
profitable and godly meditations, For as ynregenerate men 
giuc commonly eafie paſſage to pleaſing worldly thoughts'; 
| bur ſuppreſle gratious ſtirrings & inclinations to godly for- 
row,repentance & fincerity ; as though they were tentations 
to preciſenes:{o contrarily Gods child labours by all meanes 
| to oppe the way to the firſt ſinfull ſenſuall rhoughts; bur 
| alwaies deſires with ſpeciall humility, and reverence toim- 
| brace all the motions of Gods ſpirit, warranted and groun- | 
; dedin his word: Hee deerely and highly efteemes them, 
; Cheriſheth and feedes them wich ſpirituall ioy, and thank- 
 fulneſſe of heart, with prayer,meditarion, and practice. For 
' if a man begin once ws neglectiue of godly motions, b 
| little and little he grieues the ſpirit ; ar length he nigh 
| it;atlaſtheis in , ——_ of deſpiling it; 1f not by profe(- 
fion and direRly,yet in his praftice,and by an indire& oppo- 


ſition, in flandering and perſecuting fpirituall graces in 


Gods children. Beſides this worthy care of entertaining 
and nouriſhing good motions, hee is prouident to gather 
and treaſure vp {toreof good matter and heauenly buſineſſes 
for the continuall exerciſe of his minde: left that noble po- 
wer of his ſoule ſhould bee taken vp with trifles and vani- 
rie, feede vpon earth; or weare and waſte it ſelfe with barren 
and luapiſh melancholy, Hee is much grieued and vexed 
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if he finde at any time his heart carried away with tranſtory 
delights, carnall and vnprofitable thoughts ;-or' his mmde; 
——_ impertinently,and gazing vponthe painted and va- 
niſhing glory of the world : Elpecially ſtth there is ſuch 
olencifull retious choyce of beſt meditations, obuious 
to cuery Chriſtian, able to fill with endlefſe comemment all| _ 
the lated of men and Angels for euer, | Asthe in-| 
| comprehenſible gloriotiſneſle of God, in the infinite beaury 
of his owne immediate _— and facred attribures; in 
his word and workes; in his iudgements and mercies ; in his 
Church and Sacraments. The miraculouſnefle of our re- 
demprtion, and all the comfortable and glorious pallages 
thereof, The! great. myſtery of godlineſle, the power of 
grace, trade of Chriſtianity and courſe of ſan&fication; 
' matter of {weeteſt contemplation. Concerning our ſelues 
there is £0 be thought ypon all the affaires of our calling, the 
' particulars, perplexities, and caſcs of conſcience incident 
' ynto them. Our preſent vileneſle, and fearfull infirmiries ; 
| themileties and frailtie of this life; the traines of Saran, the 
| terrours of hell ; that great tudgement cuen at hand, In our 
ſpirituall Rate, how to preſerue our ff loxe, eſcape relapſes, 
' grow in grace, keepe a good conſcience, come: to heauen, 
| And when the eye of our vnderftanding is dazled with thoſe 
| higher conſiderations, or wearied with theſe inferiour ; it 
' might refreſh ir ſelfe with the ſpeculatiue fruition of many 
| inuifible comforts;with variety of heauenly things, concer- 
' ning the immorrality of our Joules, the large promiſes of 
everlaſting bleſſedneſſe, the glorious rifing againe of our 
bodies, the ioyes and reſt of Gods Saints aboue; and that 
which is the crowne and concluſion of all, our owne moſt 
certaine bliſſefull Rate of happineſle and eternity in the ſe- 
cond world. If men had grace and comfort to enlarge their 
| hearts to ſuch meditations as theſe; what roome would there 
{ bee for earthly-mindedneſſe , vanities and impertinencies; 
much leſle for proud, ambitious, couetous, luftfull, enuious | 
and reuengefull thoughts? 
Thus far of the care & conſcience of the true Chriſtian, in 
watching | 
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-watching ouer and guiding his thoughts;which is a ſpecial! 
marke of difference from all ates of vnregeneration : fo! 


the regenerate onely keepe the laſt Commandement; which! 


reQikes the inward motions of the heart. 

Now laſtly in a fourth place, and in a word ; Gods childe 
45 diſtinguiſhed from the formall hypocrite, in reipeR ofthe 
iſſue of his thoughts, 

The moſt comfortable and ſan&ified ſoule, is never in 
ſuch perpetuall ſerenitie, but that it is ſometimes as it were 
ouerclouded with dumps of heauineſſe; and inwardly dif. 
quieted with it owne motions, or the ſuggeſtions of Satan, 
While this flcſh is vpon it, it ſhall be forrowfull; and while 
it is inthis vale of teares, it muſt mourne, There is not an 
heart ſo ſweetly and reſoluedly compoſed for heauen ; but 
is ſometimes diſlerled with thoughts of indignation : And 
that eſpecially, as appeareth by Daxid, Plalme 37.and 73. 
When follic is ſet in great excellencie; when men neither 
of worth, conſcience, or ingenuirie, axe aduanced to high 
roomes, domineere inthe world, and imperiouſty inſult 0- 
wer Fnceritie; when the wicked 29m, "5 and ſpread them- 
ſelues in freſh pleaſures and honours like greene Bay-trees ; 
when thoſe haue their eyes ftanding out for fatneſſe, and 
more then heart can wiſh ; to whom pride and inſolencie 
arc as a chaine, and who are couered wigh prophaneſſe, 
and crucltic, as with a garment. But heeremarke the diffe- 
rence: Diſcontentfull diſcourſes inthe minde of the formall 
hypocrite either breake out into deſperate concluſions, and 
fearefull horrour, alrhough this bee but ſeldome ( for com- 
monly this kind of vnregenerate man liues flouriſhingly,and 
dies fairely in the eye of the world); exemplarie, and irreco- 
uerable deſpaire in this life, doth oftneſt befall cither the 
notorious free, the meere ciuill honeſt man, or eſpeciallic 
the-groffe hypocrite; therefore I would rather fay that in 
| him {ach dilcontentfull debatements , are either appeaſed 
| OY 4 
| by ſome oppoſite conceit of ſtronger worldly comtort ; a- 


\bandoned by entertainment of outward wirth; diuerted 
\by companie , pleaſures , and ioytyll accidents compoſed 
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by worldtic wiſcdome- or the like. But heame-hearted | 
thoughts in Gods childe, though for a while(not vtterly | 
without ſome aſperſion of diftruſt ) fretting and diſcontent ;- 
yet commonly at length being mingled with faith, and ma- 
naged with ſpiritual wiſedome ; by the grace of God, break. 
' out into fairer lightenings of comfort, greater heat of zeale, | 
' more liuely exerciſe of faith, gratious ſpeeches, and many 
| bleſſed ver Foes way I will but onely giue one inſtance, and 
 thatin Dawid, a: man of ſingular experience in ſpirituall af- 
faires.. | 
| Lookethe beginnings of the 62 and 73 Plalmes, and you | 
| ſhall finde Dawid to haue been in a heauie dumpe, and fore | 
conflict in his owne heart with ſtrong tentations vnro im-- 
patiencie, He recounts the iſſue of the diſpute with himlſelte,, 
in the beginnings of theſe Plalmes. Yee ſaith hee in the 73, 
for all this God is good wnto Iſrael : emen to the pure tn heart, 
In the 62 : Tet,let diuels and men rage and combine, yer wy 
ſoule heepeth ſilence unto God, of him commeth my ſalnation, 
&c, His many wrongs, vexations and indignities together 
with the implacable malice,and impotent inſultations of his 
aduerſaries, had no doubt a little before much runne in his 
; mand. Let vs conceiue ſuch as theſe to haue bin his thoughts; 
| and that thus or:in the like manner, he conmuned and con-| 
\ ferred with his royall ſelfe, x 
| Lord ;thinkes he with himſelfe; T haue with loweſt humi- | 
; lirie, and vprightneſle of heart refigned mincowne ſoule ; 
| nay, I haue yowed and reſolued that my Crowne and Scep- 
| ter, my Court and whole kingdome, ſhall for euer bee ſer- | 
; uiceable to my gratious God, and that great Maieſtic aboue. 
| My minde is never truly pleaſed and ioyfull; but when it is. 
gazing and meditating vpon the excellent beautie of his 
glorious Being ; vporthis bottomleſle goodnes, and immea- 
; [urable greatnefle, His ward and facred lawes are better and 
| dearer vnto mee, then thouſands of gold and filuer. His 
Saints ypon earth are onely my ſolace, and their finceritie | 
the delight of mine heart. For mine innocencie from thoſe 
| imputations which are charged ypon me,I dare appeale vn- | 
| ro 
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'to the ſtriteft Tribunall of heauen. Why: then how comes 
'ittopaſſe,that I am become a ſpeQacle of diſgrace and con- 
| tempt,to-heauen and earth,tomen and Angels,toGods peo- 
| ple,andchat which grieues me more, to Gath and Arkelon ? 
Saxl, for all the ſervice I haue done to him, and tothe State, | 
| hunts me vp and downe like a partridge in the mountaines, | 
 Dogged Doeg, hee hath informed againſt eAbimelech tor 1 
| xetieuing mce ; and fo cauſed the ſacred blood of foureſcore ; 
and five Prieſts to be {pilt as water vpon the ground. Malice | 
and furie driue mee into the wilderneſle ( for Lions and Ti- 
| gers are more mercifull,then madded ang enraged propha- | 
neſſe), but there the barbarous Ziphims haue betrayed mee 
to the King; I am railed ypon, not onely by baſe and 
worthleſſe companions, by fellowes of proſtitured conſci- 
ence and conuerſation(that were tolerable), but euen Prin- 
ces, and thoſe that fit in the gate ſpeake againſt me. Not on- 
ly drunkards make ſongs andieſts ypon me, but cuen grear 
men, with authoritic and imperiouſneſſe carrie in triumph 
my diſtreſſed and forſaken innocencie. Nay, and that which 
is the complement of miſeric and diſcomfort ; mine owne fa- | 
miliars, with whom I haue many times ſweetly and ſecretly 
conſulted, they baue alſo deceived me, as a brooks ; and as the 
riſing of the. rmers,they are paſſed away. But marke now the 
iſſue of this conflict, and inward diſpute with himſelfe. Had 
anotorious ſinner beene in theſe ſtraits, perhaps hee. would 
haue burſt out into deſperate concluſions and furious at- 
tempts. Had aPapift been heere, hee would preſently haue 
had recourſe vmto the leſwites, fellowes which are by defini- 
tron refined and ſublimated Friers, compoſed all of fire, 
blood and gunpowder;in{pired by the powers of darkneſle, | 
with a endent rage againſt Gods truth, ſworne ſolemn- | 
lpinnboblacket confitory of Hell rothedeath of Kings,de- | 
lation of States , 'combuſtion of the whole Chriſtian 
world, and deftruction of infinite ſoules. Theſe men would 
preſently haue addreſt ſome bloody and prodigious yillaine 
with a knife,poyſon or gunpowder to haue killed the King, 


jandſo haue blowne vp Saw! and all his Court, Had a for- 
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malt hypoctite been in this caſe, ſecing theſe croſſes and mi-- 
feries befall him; hee perhaps would haue preſently recoy- | 
led from theſe courſes of oppoſition, though it a ood- 
cauſe;cloſed with ſome great man in the Court, ws, calt 
himſelfe into the curreat of the times. But marke Dawids 
carriage inthis point : his noble hearr, like a glorious Sunne, | 
breakes thotow theſe clouds, and ſtormes of inward trou- 
bles,theſe irong tentations to impatiencie and. diſcoment ; 
hee puts on more ſtrength of faich and patience, and ſhines. 
brighter in all ſpirituall graces; me thinkes hee reacheth the 
very Meridian of all Chriſtian comfort and high reſolution, | 
For as you may {ee in the forecited 62 Plalme : Hee doth not 
onely fortifie his owne heart with vnconquerable conh- 
dence in Gods protection ; bur alſo with an holie triumph, | 
inſults over the inſolencies of his aduerſaries, and alreadic' 
waſheth his princely tect i» the blood of the wicked. Hee tals 
them, they ſhall be ſlaine euery mothers ſoune of them, and} 
that in fearefull and hotrible manner : As if a man ſhould 
come vpon the backe of a rotten and tottering wind 
with great ſtrength and —_—_ it downe: euen ſo, when 
they were moſt ſwelled with pride and prophaneſle, the 
wrath and vengeance of God, ſhould like a fierce t | 


| and whirle-wind,feaze ſuddenly ypon them, and hurle them: 
out of their place, | 

Now inthe fourth place T am to tell you, that the word 
of God is not. ſeated with a ſanQifying ſoucraignrie , or 
toundly planted by it ſauing power in the affections of the 
formall hypocrite, which is.the hearer reſembled ynto the 
(tonic ground. 

That.nobleſt'and higheſt power, the vnderſtanding 
ofthe ſoule, asit is immateriall; and more abſtracted ; {o it 
operations-and ftirtings-are more immanent and invifible, 
acted with lefle noiſe and notice; and therefore by. conſe- 
quent affoord markes ofdiſtinQtion{in the point I proſecuce) 
not + 7 Wy> 6 ny exfily obuious and di-. 
ſcertable ro the Chriſtians eye , (for men,are 


Ton ſtrangers. to. ſuch. diſcretions acknowledge- 


ments) 
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ments) as our affeCtions, and ations. | | 
| Our afte&ions in their exetciſes, and employments, being 
much mingled with marter andmateriall obies, and origi=' 
| nally aQuared with life and motion, fromthe heate and agi-' 
© tations of the heart, are naturally more aCtiue and fiirring; : 
| and ordinarily repreſent more feeling and vifible unprel- 
| ſions, both to our own ſenſe,and obſeruation of others. Mark 
| therefore I pray you with reuerence and conſcience the dif- | 
| ferencing markes berweene the power of ſanCtification, and 
| formall profeſſion which ſpring thence. 
| Some good affeRions even in relation to ſpiritual 
[ things, _—_ the affaires of heauen, are mcident vato,and may 
| bee found in the ſtate of formall bypocriſtez which many: 
times doe not only dazle and deceiue the cycs of howard 
obſeruation; but allo ſtrengthen and encourage a falſe con- 
ceit of a ſound eftate towards God ; and. a good (though 
groundleſſe)opinion abou. thehigh and irmmportane point of | 
a mans'owne taluation. But being'bacly but the eſtos and] . 
excellencies of a more ingenuous and well bred diſpoſuion, | 
or at beſt the ifſues and w uQtions of a temporatic, 
faith,they are not fo deeply em in the heart, with that | 
yniverſalicie, finceritie, and rootednefſe; which Gods fan- | 
Aifying Spirit is wont to worke vpon thoſe ſoules, wherein 
ir dwels, Neither are they feaſoned and .enliued with that 
ſpeciall vigour of ſauing grace, which ſhould guide and con- 
& their maine current, and refolued purpoſes, with cheere- 
fulnefſe and true-hearteduefle to the aduancement of Gods 
glorie, the entargement of Chrifts kingdome, the refreſh- 
ment and ſupport of zeale,, and forwardneſfle ; which are 
— in difgrace and diſcountenance.withthe world at 
this day. 
| Theyareſuchas theſe: 
| Renerence, and a reſpectful obſervation of Gods-/Mar.6.29, 
| . Of which there be two ſorts: 1, Some are like | 1 
| thoſe —_—_— Ezech. 13. there you ſhall have their 
haraQter : om of their owne- dinintie and lying 
|niions, ri peace pence neo the con{ciences of wnholie 
_ L 3 men, 
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men, when there is no peace towards, but yengeance and | 
horrour is their -naturall portioh.z applie:lenitiues and cor- 
dials to the-rankling: and feftered fores of- cartall hearts, | 
whereas, by the holy rules of that great Art of ſaving ſoules, | 
the cure rather requires Corrafiucs and Cauterization; for 
want of Conſcience 'or courage, applaud and fecure the 
great Ones of-the world, in the vnblefſed funſhine of their | 
outward glorie, and vafanctified greatnefle; whereas fnares,,| 
fireand brimſtone, and ftormic tempeſt is readie to be rained | 
ypon their heads, and ypon the hairie ſcalpe of euery one, 
which goes ow in his finnes. Who in ſtead of triking home | 
vnto the heart of prophaneſſe, with a powertull and parti- | 
cularapplication of that rwo edged fword, fow pillowes vn-] 
der menselbowes, with the vnpiercing fmoothneſle of their 
generall heartleſſe diſcourſes; againſt the current of diuine 
truth , and concurrent experience of all that ever went to 
heauen, e that ſtraiter gate,and ftrow the way to life 
with yiolers and roſes, delicacies arid. pleatures; feede man 
hollow hearts with falſe hopes; fill-the cares of fooles wit 
ſpirituall flatteries; and many times fearefully flouriſh ouer 
with their. yntempered morter of all mercie,the crying linnes 
of the time,and plauſible cruelties of great men. Laftly,who 
mixing with their heauenly meflages, the prophane partiall 
diſtempers of their. owne angrie paſſions, and their particu- | 
lar miſconceits of the wayes of God, make ſad the hearts of 
the righteous and: ſincere profeſſors, whom the Lord: hath 
not made ſad ; by a proud intrufion into thethrone of God, 
cenſure their. hearts; and many-ximes audaciouſly proclaime 
thoſe to be hypocrites, hardhearted, too preciſe, or the like, 
whom the Maieſtic , and mercifull tribunall of God, the 
word of life and truth, their owne conſciences, and the mu- 
tuall acknowledgements of diſcerning Chriſtians acquir 
and iuftifie: but: towards the-wicked and Good-fellowes,as 
they call them,they'doc not onely pur off ſuch paſſions, and 
eremptorineſle; bur for their ſake and ſecuritie, they cuen 
Ls the ſword of the Spirit of it edge, finne of-it-ſting, 


oy 
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the Lay of it curſe,that dreadfull day of terror, hell of dam- 


nation, 
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nation,and God of his iuftice : by bleſhag where hee curſes, 
| and promiſing a Crowne of life to .carnall liuers- They 
ftrensthen ((auth the Prophet) the hands of the wicked, that | l 


>» 


hee ſhould not returne from his wicked way, by promiſing him k 
life. For want of experimentall skill in the myſteries of fin- 
ceritie(ourt of a fretting indignation again the faithfulneſſe | 

of their fellow Miniſters, an farwardneſſeof the Saints, or 

| Aattering ſuggeftion of fome lying Spirit) they many times 


| peake eace and pleaſing things to- thoſe hearts, which 
| are ſo Grvd from being enkindled with kindly zeale, and. 


| thefireof the flame of God, | that they lie drowned in ſeas | 
; of gall and- bitterneſle againſt grace, -and- godly men. -For | 
; you: muſt know that the common conceit. of theſe men is, | 
| that cinill honeſt men are in the ſtate of grace,and'formall | 
profeſſors very forward, and without vr rms true, 
; Chriſtians indcede, are Puritans, irregulariſts, exorbicants, | 
tranſcendents to that ordinarie pitch of  tormall -pierie, | | 
which in their carnall comprehenſions, they hold high c-/ | 
nough tor heauen, They either conceit them to bes hypo- | 
crites,and ſo the-only ObieQts for the exerciſe of their mini-. 
{eriall ſcueritie,and the terrours of God) or elſe though the 
Lord mayat laſt pardonperhaps their ſingularities, and ex- 
cefles'of zeale; yet in the meane time they dif-{weeten, and 
vexe the comforts and glorie of this life with much ynne-. 
ceſſary ſtriftneſle and abridgement. | 
Now of all others, ſuch Prophets as theſe eſpecially, are! 
the onely men with the formall hypocrite; exaCtly fitted, | 
| and ſutable to his humour, For howſoeuer they may ſome- | 
times declaime boyſterouſly againſt grofle and viſible abo- 
| minatiens, and that is well; yet they are no ſearchers into, 
or-cenſurers of the ſtate of tormalitie: and therefore doe ra- | 
ther ſecretly and filently encourage him, to fit taſter ypon | | 
| that ſandie foundation, then helpe todraw him forward to | 
| more forwardnes,and the faluation of Chriſtianitie. Though | 
| they may bee able to fit, and furniſh his care and ynderſtan- 
| digg with the affected excellencies of choiſeſt inuentions; 
[yet they want power, or will, or conſcience, or reſolution, | 
or 
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or ſomerhing,'to diuide 'betweene rhe ſoule and the ff irir, | 
the ioynts and the marrow, and therefore their vifions to 
him are viſions of peace ; hee bleflcs himſelte in his hearr, 
and hopesto be ſaucd as well as the precileft, | 

Hence it is,that the current of his beſt pleaſed affetions 
runne that way,and he heartily loues the miniſtcrie of theſe 
men, becauſe it heales the wounds of his Conſcience, if any 
be,with {weete words ; ſuffers himto walke on merrily, and 
feareleſly rowards the plagues of hell, and is content hee be 
damned without any contradiCtion. Neither doth hee onely | 
entettaine into his owne thoughts, this powerleſfle, ipecula- | 
tive man-pleatutg preaching, with fpeciall acceptation and | 
reverence : but allo openly applauds it in his proteſtations, | 
and ordinarie cenſurcs,with extraordinarie attributions and | 
admiration. Eſpecially if it be gilded over, and ſet out with 
pallamneſle of ation, pompe of words, exquilitenefſe of 
phraſe, elaboratencſle of ſtile, ambition of quotations, wit- 
all luxuriancies of Popiſh Poftillers; with affeted oftenta- 
cions ef pregnancie of wit, varietic of reading , skill in 
tongues, profoundneſſe of conccit, happineſſe of memorie, 
'rareneffe of inuention, and ſuch other humane artificiall ac- 
ceſſions. An inuifible,vn-ambitious, and conſcionable vie 
and exercite of which helpes (fo farre as they may be ſancti- | 
fiedlic behoofefull, and ſeaſonablic contributarie to that 


greateſt and nobleſt buſineſſe mder the Sunne,the worke of 
the Miniſterie,with beſt exaQneſle can poſſibly be had)] re- 
| quire,and reucrence in the meſſengers of God : for I would 
Hauethe worke of the Lord, honoured with all ſufficiencies 
attaineable by the wit and art of man, orgrace of God; ſo 
that they be ſacrificed and ſubordinate to his glorie; ſanCti- | 
fied to the ſoule of the owner, and faluation of thoſe that 
hearchim : andnotin a baſe and mercenarie manner, with a 
boiſterous vihble pormpe, enthrald and made ſerviceable to 
[thar, the _ ygning fearefull ſoule-murthering ſinne of 
eaching). . 

- But ſound the depth and diſpoſition, aske the ſenſe and 
reſolution of the Chriſtians heart in the preſent point, and 
though 
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though wee bee bound to reuerence with proportionable 
praiſefulneſſe, the graces of Gods Spirit, nl un. #9 generall 
or ſpeciall, whereſoere wee finde them; and hold it 2 part 
of religious ingenuitie, to honour commendable parts in 
Ao wok : yet aſluredly ( I appeale to the experience 
and conſcience of Gods children), it feeles and acknow- 
ledges it ſelfe more ſoundly comforted, and truely Chriſti- 
anizde, that Imay fo "ane ny by one Sermon wouen and 
wrought out of a feeling ſoule by the ſtrength of medirati- 
on; ſpiritually ſchoolde in the experimentall paſſages of the 
wayes of God, ſecrets of ſanCtification, and merhods of Sa- 
tan; ſupported and finewed by the true,naturall, and neceſ- 
farie ſenſe of the word of life ; managed with the powerfull 
incomparable cloquence of Scripture ; and enforced with 
the cuidence and power of the Spirit; then with a world of 
generall, mmm 0k, Ie declamatorie diſcourſes, workes 
only of memorie an _— not compolitions,as is com- 
monly conceiued, of true and judicious learning ; ſpent ma- 
ny times ynprofitably in the generalities, and impertinen- 
cies of ſpeculative Diuinitic, without that Orthotomie, and 
particular inſinuation into the hearts and conſciences of 
men; hunting after an accurſed commendation, with ſelfe- 
prong conceits, in the weariſome mazes of an vnſandi- 


ed wit ; though they ſhould bee Ruffed with the lower and 


| 


quinteſſence of all the Arts, humanities, Philoſophies; and 
conueied ynto the eare with the Seraphicall rongue of the 
higheſt, and moſt glorious Angell in heauen, So apprehen- 
five, taſtfull, and holdfaſt, is the ſpiritually hungrie ſoule, of 
that kindly foode of immortalitie. So x Sr". doth it pre- 
ferre one Gato aching period of a conſcionable Sermon, 
before the glorious eare-pleaſing pompe of all humane clo- 
quence, - . 

Some other meſſengers God hath, of a morenoble na- 
ture,and ſanCtified temper ; who with faithfulnefſe,and con- 


ſcience, with more holie and heroicall reſolutions, by the 


| 


power of neatying grace, euen againſt the. naturall cur-| 


rent of their originall pride, ſeeke the glorie of him thac ſent 
| Aa them, 
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them, and not their owne; which is the trueſt marke of a 
true Miniſter, as we haue recciucdirt fromthe gratious lips 
of the Lord Icfus himſelfe, Ioh.7. 18. who heartilie conte- | 


| crare and addrefle with much zealcfull deuorion, and a re- 


folued ytmoſt , all the powers, and poſlibilities of their | 


; . 4, [ 
ſoules, with their ſcuerall acquiſitions, and endowments, to 
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- | rongues touched with a coale from the Altar, and 


| 


; might and miaine, to preſerue themſelues pure, fo farre as it 
| backe, but ſhewing them all the counſ 


that heauenly trade of ſauing mens foules, and {erting them | 
forward in the way of life, as to their proper and principall ' 
anne and obiect. Who not without a continuall godly ica- 
louſic ouer rheir owne infirmities , and deceirfull hearts ; 
Nay many times, with much feare, and trembling vader the | 
dreadfull importancie of their miniſteriall charge , labour 


1s poſhble, from the blood of all men, by keeping nothi 
: of GoF, which & 


reuealed ynto them for their good. Who by the grace of 
God,dare(ifneed be) tell cuen rwo Kings vnto their faces, 
and all their Courtiers, with foure hundred falſe Prophets ; 
tharthey are all fearcfully and foully tranſported, and delu- 
ded with a lying ſpirit ; and that their royalties, greatneſſe 
and high roomes {hall neer bee able to priuiledge, or pro- 
tet them fromthe wrath of God, if they bee enemies to his 
waies; that confuſion and yengeance will bee the certaine 
concluſion of all their umperious and boyſterous braueries; 
if they will needs diſgrace and perſecute his faithfull Afi- 
caiabs, In a word, who being ſenſible of the pretiouſneſſe 
and maieftie of Gods ſacred truth, the matter of their meſ(- 
fage,and of the homible guilt of ſpirituall bloodſhed, if 

ſhould be negligent,or Non-refident; gird their ſwords vp- | 
on their thighs, ride on becauſe of the word of truth, and 
quit ues likethe men of God; and who hauing their 


taught experimentally in the great myſteric of Grace, deli- 
uer their embaſſics fromthar bigheft Maieftic, with autho=- 
ritic and power ; and not as the Scribes and formall Doors. 
For you muſt conceiue, that beſides more generall minifte- 
riall ſufficiencies, there is a kinde af holy = 

eauenly 
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heauenly wiſedome of — a mans ſelfe, with a praCti- 
| call infinuation into the conſciences of men ; of working 
remorſe, and meditations of returne, vpon miſled and ſen- 
| ſuall ſoules, by a ſeaſonable application of the Law; of faire- 
ly wooing, and winning by little and little diſaffeted 
|peſſone , vnto the loue and pleaſures of Gods wayes; of 
drawing bruſed hearts, and troubled ſpirits with a compaſ- 
fonate hand and feeling heart vnto the well of life; of trai- 
ning vp babes in Chriſt, in the negleCted and vnbeaten paths 
of Chriſtianitie, with ſpirituall infirudtions, predictions, and 
caueats, for prevention and ſafetie againſt Satans dangerous 
infidiations of ſecuritie or horreur, formalitie or exorbi- 
tancies of zeale, &c. Vnto which,if the man of God doe not 
addrefſe his heart with vprightneſſe, prayer, and reſolution; 
hee ſhall neuer bee able to purchaſe that comfort vnto his 
owne ſoule, happineſſe, or inexcuſableneſſe to his auditorie, 
and that meaſure of glorie vnto his great Maſter in heauen; 
which one imployed in his moſt immediate and deareſt er- 
|uice, being the higheſt aduancement that mortall creatures 
vpon earth can bee raifed vnto, ſhould, and is bound to de- 
fire. Admit a Phyſitian to bee an abſolute Ariſtotelian, Gal- 
[leniſt, Anatomiſt, Herbaliſt, excellent in all ſpeculatiue ac- 
compliſhments of his Art ; yet except hee be furniſhed with 
' a further dexteritie, and inabled to take ſpeciall notice of a 
mans conſtitution, the peccant humour, ſtrength of nature, 
growth of the diſeaſe,and other pn_ and perſonall cir- | * 
cumſtances, ordinarily obſeruable in all ſucceſſefull cures; 
and thereafter proportion and applie his preſcriptions; well} 
, may hee goe for a learned man, bur with wiſe men hee ſhall 
'neuer win the reputation of a good Phyſitian, Giue mee a 
Miniſter,admirable for the profoundneſſe and yarietie of as 
much knowledge as you will; let him be as it were a greedie 
Tncloſer, an inſatiable Monopoliſt of all kinde of leanings, 
; both ancient and moderne, of ofiriue, textuall,controuerſe, 
Caſe-diuinitie, with all other | ngarver Jew of that holie Art; 
| yet,except hee bee further ſanRtified with an experimental! 
infightinto the great myſteric of Godlineſſe, and into the 
Aa2 particu- | 
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particularities of that heauenly Science of ſauing ſoules; 
which mee-thinkes is, the addition of a more ſpeciall ſupe- 
riour vigour, that actuating the generalities and contem- 

lations of Diuinitic, giues life and ſoule vrto our mi- 
niſteriall funCtion; except hee deſire with Conſcience to 
%n44iv. | divide the Word of truth aright, and zealouſly endea- 
2,1 wp. | uour £o apply himſelfe powerfully , to the various exi- 

"7 | gents of mens ſpirituall Rtates ; well may hee carrie a- 
way the credit of a great Scholler, and famous Preacher, 
with the greater part : but I doe not ſee how hee ſhall cuer 
be able to purchaſe in the hearts and conſciences of diſcer- 
ning Chriftians, the honour and reverence of a good Pa- 
tour. Amongſt the reſt, one reaſon why in this glorious 
Noonetide of peace and profefſion, wee haue ſo many Prea- 
chers,and little planting of grace,is, becauſe we haue ſo few | 
truly skilfull, and well ſchoolde in the ſecret paſlages, and 
practiſe of that high and ſupernaturall Arte of ſoule-ſauing, 
Becauſe the Word is not handled with that conſcience, fee- 
ling, and affeRion; but formally, and Frier-like : for ſelfe- 
praiſe,and private ends. 

Now the ordinarie conceite, which vnregenerate men 
—_ entextaine of this ſecond fort of Gods Meſlen- 
gers,is,the very ſame which was habituated inthe heart of 
x.King, 18. | eAbab againſt Elizs and CHMichaiah ; of thoſe prophane 
17.8 23.8, | Princes, againſt /eremy; of «Amaziah againſt efmos ; of 
_— | Terruliss againſt Pan: that they are Troublers of Iſrael, 
AR —_ Preachers of terrour, Tranſgrteſſors of policie, vnfit to pro- 

pheſie at the Court, or in the Kings Chappell, peſtilent Fel- 
lowes, Seditioners,FaCtioniſts, borne onely to diſquiet the 
world, and yeze mens conſciences, Where by the way,letme 
in a word ſupport and forcifie the fainting reſolutions of all 
faithful Miniſters,and true hearted N.uthamrels, againſt the 
diſgracefull oppoſitions and plauſible cruelties of = times z 
by afſuring them of the truth of this Principle, in the 
Schoole of Chriſt,confirmed by infinite experiences: that, 

In theſe daies of ours, eſpecially, which are ſtrangely pro- 
| | phane,and deſperately naught, in what man ſocuer, the po- 
c wer 
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wer of grace,Graces of Gods Spirit, vndaunted zeale, teſo- 
lute finceritie, are more working, eminent, and markeable, 

' ordinarily,the more and more implacable, outragious, and 
inflamed Oppoſites ſhall- that man finde, whereſoere hee 
lives. But let him build vpont, hee is bound,and ought to 
binde the very vtmoſt rage ofthe worlds baſeſt inſolencies, 
and indignities;nay, were there charged vp6 him euen whole 
yolumes of moſt ſtinging inueRiues, (and contumelies are far 
eater corraſiues to generous ſpirits, and doe more nettle 
them,then any other outward crofles or wrongs)deuifed by 
the exquifeel malice,andpend with the bittereſt gall of his 
moſt enraged Aduerſarie; yet Ifay,he is bound to bind them 
all as a Crowne ynto his head, and ioyfully to ſer, and ſeale 


them with prayer and patience ypon his heart; and ſomany 
glorious teftimonics,and infallible aſſurances, nor only of the | 
noblenefle ofhis courage in Gods cauſe, and eminencie of 
zeale againſt the corruprions of the time, here ypon earth : 
but alſo of a richer reward in heauen,and brighter crowne of 
immorrtalitie, 

Butto the point, to which I haue thought this preface a 
ſeaſonable preparatiue: though carnall conceits doe com- 
monly out of anaturall diſconceitfulneſſe, with much gall- 
full antipathy,diftalt rhe ſincerity, and powerfulneſle of con- 
ſcionable Miniſters; yet the Formall Hypocrite figured yn- 
to vs by the ſtonie ground, which I place in the higheſt | 
ranke of vnregenerate men, for perfeCtions attaineable in| 
that ſtate, may ſometimes, in ſome ſort, euen reuerence 
the [eremres, Michariabs, and Toh Baptiſts of the time; I | 
meane thoſe men of God, which deliuer his meſſage with 
conſcience,and courage, with power and demonſtration of 
the Spirit; who lifting vp their voice like a Trumper,dare;and 
doe tell the people their tranſgrefſions,and the houſe: of' [a- | 
cob their finnes. In ſhort, who are not men-pleaſers in their 
Miniſtery ; but the ſeruants of Chrift; which in the ſenſe of 
the Apoftle,ſtand oppoſite and diſtant with a firong, eucr- 
laſting and mcompartible contradiction, 

For clearing then, and reſoluing the point, conceiue the 
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different grounds , and motiues of this formall reſpect to 
godly Miniſters, which ſprings our of the ſtonie ground, and 
may bee found in an vnregenerate man ; and that heartie re- 
uerence towards them, which is dearely and aceply rooted in 
the good and honeſt heart. 
The formall Hypocrite may reuerence euex Gods fairh- 
fulleſt Meſſengers thus, and for ſuch cauſes as theſe : | 
If hee bee ba naturally of more noble and worthie incli- 
nations, towards the matchleſle faireneſſe of the worthieſt 
truth ; and ſuffer reaſon to carrie his affeRtions, without pre- | 
iudice or partialitie, ypon the trueſt worth ; hee ſhall finde, | 
cuen out. of a morall congruitie, and grounds of common 
ſenſe, that the moſt reſpetull deuotions, and addictions of | 
his heart, are due by right, and by a proportionable obſer. 
uation of different nuts $6r toan Ambaſſadour of God, 
eſpecially ſanRtified with holy abilities thereunto; as to the 
onely Angell vpon earth, and nobleſt creature vnder the 
Sunne; and to thoſe ſecrets of heauen, reuealed by the po- 
wer of his miniſtrie ; which are ſo tranſcendent to the depths 
of nature, and all created inuentions, that they rauiſh euen 
Angelicall vnderſtandings with extraordinarie admiration, 
and longing. All truth is amiable to ingenuous apprehen- | 
ftons,and(at the firſt approch and impreſſion) pofſelſe them 
with a ſecret louely rauiſhment ; but if it be mingled with 
vifible markes of maieſtie, and diuineneſle, as God: truth is, 
no maruell though by it ordinarie attractiueneſſe, and na- 


tive excellencie,it draw on an addition of ſome kinde of re- 
uerence from more generous minds, though vnregenerate; 
| and better ſpirited men, though not yet Piritual So that 
' the man, which doth foundly vnfould the ſacred mylteries 
of that ſupernaturall truth, may euen in that regard grow 
ſometimes into a reuerent eſtimation with vnſanctified | 
men; who though as yet they want all true and reall inter- 
eſt in thoſe bleſſed ridings fondle and peace, which hee | 
brings from heauen; yer they regard and reuerence him far | 
the maieſtic of that meſſage, which hee delivers with integri- | 
tie and power, | 

As, 


— —— ——— — —— 


4 Diſcrmrſeof true haypineſſe. | 


As more cholericke and cruell diſpoſitions, doe many | 
| times in avery baſc and barbarous manner difcharge the vt- 
| moſt of their gall; and doe euery way their very worlt a-' 
 gainſt all fmcere profeſſors of grace, eſpeciallie, the power | 
; fall Planters thereof: lo others there are betrer borne, of 
| more manly breeding, and worthinefle of nature; who doe 


' nocencie, whereſocuer they ſee it groaning, vnder the inſo- 


| lencies of crueltie and malice. And ther ſh the con: 
' ſcionable Miniſter is an ordinarie & emmen Obie, where-| 


' onprophanelle,and policie; hatredro be. reformed and con- 
 formall Poperie ; hell andthe world, doe execate the Extre=| 
' mitie of their rage and poyfon; theſe more impartial, and 
| milder-tempered men, they doe notfawour his for- 
wardneſſe,or concurre with him in a right conceit of ſalua- 
tion; yerthey cannot chuſe, but looke vpon him (fo vn- 
worthily vet) with pitying eyes, 2nd morally=metting incli- 
nations of heart, Nay, when they further conſider in theic 
berter mindes, that he is ſo —_ tloaden with varietie 
| of wrongs and indignities; and trampled vpon as it were e- 
gen vnto duſt, by the feere of pride and ly mſulrations, 
for no orher cauſe in the world, but becauſe he labours with 
finceritie and -zeale, to pull the pretious ſoules of men our of 
the Diuels mouth,and the darmmation of Heltkand when they 
ſee that he ſtands on his Maſters fide, and for the glorie of his 
cauſe and truth, with ſuch patience,conftancie, and vndaun- 
tednefle of ſpirit; euen againſt his owne particular welfare, 
the countenance of the world; current of the times, and face 
of man; they are forced to reuerence thoſe high and heroi- 
call reſolutions of his, as certaine venerable mpreſſions of 
| Diumiie,and infuſions of heauen: —_— cannot away 
, withthe holy firictneſle of his wayes,or heartily loue the ſin- 
| gularirie ofhis ſanCtification, 


' If hee be of amore politique and'reſerued deportment, 


2 


| out of anarurall compaſſionareneſle, and pang of common 
| humanitie, commilerate the miſerirs and opprefſions of in- 


; greedie of popularitie and applauſe, ambirious a pro- 
miſcuous reputation, from Kid ſorts of men ; hee may from a 
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generall forme of addrefling and accomodating himlelfe, 
with a pleaſing conuenient carriage,to all. humours, degr 

and pogatoeoteg and ſingle out amongſt the reft, 
anartificiall formall reſpetiueneſle, to thoſe faithfull Meſ- 
ſengers of God, which hee knowes and acknowledges in 
his owne conſcience, to be truly due by the rules of Diuini- 
ty,androyall chalenge of heauen; but performes onely out- 
wardly,in policy,for by-reſpe&ts,or priuate ends ; our of the 
vaſtneſſe(perhaps)and vniuerſality,of his popular ambition, 
to winde himſelfe with a more plauſible infinuation, into 
the affetions,and to win the good willes, and word of that 
kind of people alfo, which in te worlds language are nick- 
named Puritans; butin Gods tile, are honoured with the 
Elogic of the: onely- excellent vpon earth. This happens 
ſometimes, eſpecially, if hee liue in a veine of good Chat 
ans,and where goodneſſc,and godly men (if any place bee 
ſo bleſt )- bee /predomiinang,, and beare the greateſt ſway. 
There, becauſe {otherwiſe hee-cannot hold correſpondence 
wirb the good opinions of the beſt, he ioynes and concurres| 
with them for = _ ſake in mm — and 
countenancing of the Miniftery. Yea ,as I con- 
cciue;there may bee { which may, bee a further meanes to 
draw onthis'reverence ) cuen a true-hearted ſecret defire, 
ſometimes in vnſanRified hearts, ro purchaſe a good con- 


zo. | ceit from a gratious man, although they will by no meanes 


6 izc with him,in Gncerity, either by indyeman;, or 

ice; yet if it might be enioyed,with the enioy- 
ment of their darling pleaſure,and were they any waies ca- 
pable of coincidency; they would with all their hearts, and 
{pecjall deerenefſe, ( though perhaps their height of ſto-|. 
macke, would diſdaine and not deſcend to the acknow- 
ledgement), embrace ;his warrant, and allowance for their 
| ſpirituall ſtate; and- could they poſſibly procure ir, they 
| would eſteeme his yoyce, fot eletion into the ſociety of 
Saints, the rareſtiewellin the.crowne of all their ciuill cre-} 
dit,and commendations, So-rtis,that ſometimes vnregene- 


rate men ſtumble -ypon.the' right way to true xepuration. 
ilgrsch f For 
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For indeede there was neuer man ypon earth had a good 
name in the right ſenſe and interpretation; bur it was hono- 
red with the approbation and teſtimony of good men. 1 
would not care a pins end, concerning a true and right eſti- 
mate of my ſtate towards God, what all ynregenerate men 
' inthe world (though ennobled with an incomparable con- 

currence of wiſdome, knowledge, policy,greatnefle, or what 
| other remarkable excellencies {ocuer)ſay, or conceiue in the 
; point : for I know they are ſtarke blinde,and cannot ſee;they 
 arein more then Xgyprian darkneſſe, and cannot poſſibly 
' comprehend the inuifible brightneſle, and ſpirituall glory 
' of ſanCtified men, and thrice-blefſcd Rate of Chriſtianiry. 


' But now inthis caſe,] muſt cell you, I would infinitely prefer, 


' theaduiſed good opinion and diſ-affetionare aſſent of the 
eſt judicious Chriſtian, before the ſhining fauours, and 
all choſe adored influences of Priacely grace,which can poſ- 
fibly flow from the glorious Circle of ! 4 brighteſt imperiall 
Crowne vpon earth, | 
Fourthly, this impreſſion of reuerence towards the beſt! 
Miniſters,that may in ſome ſorr, for a ſeaſon at the leaſt, pol- 
ſeſſe the heart of the Formall Hypocrite, may alſo ſpring 
from that naturall ſoueraignty, and powerfull command, 
which the word of God, preſt with power, and conſcience, 
doth exerciſe ouer mens conſciences. From the dazling a- 
ſtoniſhment of that inuifible piercing light of diuine truth, 
which doth ſometimes ypon the ſudden, ruſh violently like 
a flaſh of lightening, fromthe mouth of the Minifter, into 
the very inmeſt cloſers of his heart; and there diſcouer (not 
without ſome horrour) his moſt ſecret luſts,and darke hypo- 
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'fullcerrour, which Gods dreadfull hand doth many times, 
| Kampeſ(asir were viſibly) vpon thoſe men, whom himſelfe 
defighes with ſpeciall addrefſe,and fanQtifies with Miniſte- 
riall Grace, to reucale and repreſent the myſteries of hea-, 
uen,and his owne great Maieſty in that eminent and glo- 
rious manner. From a confcious comparing of his owne| 
ſecret guiltineſle, and duller paſſages of yn-zealouſnefle and| 

Bb formality, 
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crifies. From that ſacred character of heauenlineſſe, and aw-| 
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niſtery and zcalefull ſincerity of their life. From a conceit, 
that a faithfull man of God, by his miniſteriall mediation, 
doth ſtand in the gappe againſt the irruptions of threatned : 
iudgoments, and deferued vengeance; and by the ay. | 
key of his feruent prayer, vnlockes the richelt treaſuries of 
heauzn, for the cffulion of all maner blefſings,comforts, and 
proteCtions vpon the place where hee liues, Or atthe beſt, 
from a ſuperficiall ſenſe, and generall apprehenſion of thole 
many excellent refreſhments, and glorious graces, which by 
their miniſtery are ſhead into, and ſhine full ſweetly vpon, 
the ſad diftreſſes of truly-troubled ſoules; and are comforta- 
bly conueyed (through Chriſts bloody wounds ) into the 
aſping agonies of bleeding hearts, Though that precious 
blood Neuer melted his marble heart into teares of true re- 
pentance, nor Gods infinite mercy won his heatty affeion 
to the waies of grace; yet hee hath a kind of glimmering 
hope (but from falſe and flattering grounds) that a Paſſion 
of {uch vnualuable price, and bleſſed tore-houſe of vynlimi- 
ted tender-heartedneſle, ſhould neuer poſſibly be tinted, or 
reftrained, before-hee haue his part in the purchaſe, and a 
ſhare in thoſe rich compaſſions. Eſpecially fith in congrui | 
of iuſtice, and probability of Godsproccedings,there is i 
a large harueſt for hell, before he ve laid hold on. For his pre- 
ſent perfeCtions giue him precedency. before notorious fin- 
ners, groſſe hypocrites,meerly ciuill honeſt men, back-ſliders 
from profeſſion of grace,and a world of wicked men worſe 
then himſclfe, 

But whence ſocuer it ſprings, or what grounds ſoeuer it 
hath,this reverence to Gods faithfull Meſſengers,in the For- 
mall hypocrite, is ordinarily turned into heart-rifing againſt 
them,in theſe three cales : 

Firſt, when by direCion of the very firſt rule in the ſacred 
myltery of ſauing ſoules, and following that onely method 
for plantation of grace,choſen,& chalked our ynto vs by the 
PRIng and practice. of the Prophets, Apoftles, *Chriſt 

imſelfe,and all thoſe happy Ones, that cuer ſer their hearts, 
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with courage and finceritie,to the ſaluation ofmen; and be- 
haued themfelues, with dexteritie and conſcience, in the 
Lords harueſt;I ſay, when thus, by the guidance of an holy 
wiſdome, they firſt beginto lay about them, with the ham- 
mer ofthe Law,amonglt a number of Ronie hearts; and to 
lay it on with a witnefle with full weight, and iteration 
of ſtrokes, from the beſt ſtrength of a ſpirituall arme,vpon 
the hairie ſcalpe ofeuery one which hates to be reformed : 
when hee ſees and feeles that they weld that two edged 
(word, with reſolution and power, and ſend it home with a 
feareleſſe and faithfull hand, euen into the very center of a 
ſeared conſcience, and to the heart of prophaneſle and re- 
bellion : when hee findes. by experience, that men can haue 
no caſe or reſt ynder their Miniſterie ; but they are ſtill gra- 
ting with picrcing and terrour vpon their guiltie conſcien- 


ces,ſtinging their carnall hearts with ſenſe of thoſe flaming 
horrours which hang ouer their heads, and fo reftlefly tor- 
menting them before their time ; I fay then,and in this caſe, 
he begins to coolethe heate, and rebatethe edge of his eſti- 
mation. A diſtaſtfull preiudice againſt ſuch boiſterous pro- 
ceeding, as hee conceits and calles it,begins to iuſtle out of 
his affeQions that former reuerence. And hereupon you 


ſhall heare him ſometimes our of a pang of formalitie, and 


ſelfe-guiltineſſe, breake out againſt them. to this ſenſe, eſpe- 
cially when himſelfe hath been lately ſtung and galled vpon 
the ſore : though I take ſuch and ſuch to be well meaning 
and honeſt minded men, and can be content to heare them 
now andthen; yer meethinks they marre all with roo much 
iudgement, and preſſing the law with that peremptorines 
and rigour. I doe not like that they ſhould aſſume and ex- 

erciſe Pach ſcueritie and imperiouſneſſe ouer mens conſcien- 
ces. Theleparticular applications,andſecret fingling out of 
mens ſinnes, taſte roo much of malice and priuate reuenge. 
I will ſtand ynco it, this do&trine of difterencing mens ſpirt- 
ruall ſtates; of perfeCtions attainable inthe ſtate of ynrege- 
neration; and how farre a reprobate may goe,and yet bee 
damned, is able to driue men to deſpaire, Th f beare 
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themſelues in their Sermons, and ſtraiten the way to hea- 
uen;asthough none ſhould bee ſaued, butthe Brethren, and 
thoſe Chriftians{as now by an excellency,they call one ano- 
ther)thar reach iuſt the ſame ſtraine ofpuritie andpreciſcnes, 
which they in their fancifull abſtraRtions erect aboue the or- 
dinary. Well,well, let them looke vnto it, by ſuch affrigh- 

ring points asrheſe,and diſheartning the people with feare- | 
Full ſentences,they may make ſuch wounds in weake conſci- | 
ences,thar al the Balme in Gilead, perhaps the precious bloud 
of Chriſt will neuer after reuiue, or binde vp and cloſe with 


I yould not fora world of gold, giue any ſhadow of iuſtifi- 
ction,or leaſt allowance,to the vnſcaſonable terrifying of a- 
ny trembling conſcience : God forbid. It were prodigious | 
cruelty to poure the wine of wrath and horrour into the 
mourneful groanings of a bruiſed ſpirit. It were a curſed cure, 
and that hand was hewed out of the hardeſt rocke, which can 
endure to apply a biting corrafiue to a bleeding ſoule. As I 
dare not ypon penalty of anſwerablenes for the blood of their 
ſoules,cry,Peace,peace,to vnholy men, were they Gods ypon 
earth ; or promiſe pardon and pleaſure in another world, to 
any that nesſles and nusfſles himſelfe ſenſually and ſecurely in 
an earthly Paradiſe,were he ap Angell of heauen:ſo I infinitly 
defire to conuey the warmeſt blood that euer heated the hart 
of Chriſt; the Ch Balme that ever dropt from the pen of 
the bleſſed Spirit, vpon the ſacred leaues of the booke of life; 
the deareſt mercies, that euer rould rogether the releming 
bowels of Gods tendereſt compaſſions, into euery broken 
and wounded heart. For as promiſes of faluation to a world- | 
ling,are like honour to a foole:ſo terrors of the Law to a tru- 
ly humbled penitent,are as ſnowin Summer,and raine in har- 
ueſt, both, both vnſeemely,and vnſeaſanable. 

And I hope all the wiſe Ambaſſadours of God, make con- 
ſcience of a ſeaſonable reucaling vnto the ſonnes of men, 
that higheſt and tranſcendent excellencie of their Maſter 
his mercie. Many glorious expreſſions and repreſentations 
whereof, purpoſely ſtamped by his owne hand, doe ſhine 

moſt 


"_ 
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moſt oriently and viſibly, ro eucrie vnderſtanding eye, both 
in this and the other world,infinitel ond al created com- 
rehenfions: in all the paſſages of his booke ; inthoſe -_ 
1lPalaces of Heauen; in the many capitall characters of 
his goodnefle and bountie, which wee may runne and reade 
in euery leafe,and page,and line of this great volume of Na- 
ture, round about vs ; in the hourely compaſſions to his 
creatures ; in thoſe Angelicall guards = his choſen; but | 
principally, ard farre aboue all conceit either of man or An- 
gell, in the paſſton ofhis Sonne. And theſe three occaſions 
eſpecially exact from them a diſcouerie of this bottomleſſe 
depth. | 
I. Whenthey open vnto their people his divine Artri- | 
butes,and vnfold with ſobrietie the incomprehenſfiblenes of | 
tis Being; Mercie then is to march the firſt, fo farre and in | Exod.z4. + 
that fenlees infinitic admitsprecedencie, and to take yp her| #7 
ſeate in the higheſt Throne; as the faireſt flower in his gar- 
land of Maieftie, the brighteſt ray that iſſues out of that vn- 
approchable light, the louelieſt Icmme that crownes all his | 
boundlefſe,immeaſurable,imperiall glory. 
| 2. Secondly, in their ordinarie diſcoueries of the dam- 
nableneſſe of mens ſtates, and thoſe endleſſe woes which are 
treaſured vp for them againſt the day of wrath, they muſt | Eſoy r. 18. 
wiſely mingle ſome lightnings of the Goſpell with the| *55-7-3.9.j 
thundrings of the Law; ſome vſes of comfort, with thoſe of 
| confuſion; markes of fincere profeſſors, with their diſtin- 
tive charaQters of the many ſorts of vnregenerate men ; 
cordials of c 10n, with corrafiues of terrour, When 
they are driuing deſperate ſinners, by their denunciations of 
iudgement,towards the brinke of deſpaire ; they muſt ſhead | 
into their ſinking ſoules ſome glimpſes of mercy, vpon con- | 
dition of amendment,and hopes xy pw incaſe of peni-. 
tencie. Hopeleſſe hearts doe curioufly afflict themſelues | 
with much affected horrour, and imaginarie Hels : which if 
Satan once ſce , he plies the aduantage with all the craftine(- 
| ſes and cruelties of Hell : Hee preſently by his accurſed Al- 
chymie, will turne the leaſt ſinfull vanitie, into a crying vil- |. 
Bb lanie; 
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lanie; aberrations of youth, into ſcarler abominations ; eue- 
rie tranſgreſſion againſt light of conſcience, into fin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt. In ſuch a point of ſpirituall extremitie; hee 
doth ſtrongly luggett, and is eager to perſwade a man, that 
though the armes of Chriſt, and gates of grace ſtand wide 
open for entrance and embracement, vntill the Sunne of 
thenaturall life be ſer; yet in this caſe,the caſe is altered : for 
| the period. of his gracious day, and turne for time of viſita- 
tion is expired, and alreadie paſt : that though the blood of | 
the vnſpotted Lambe, vpon repentance ſaued euen the 
ſoules of thoſe that fpilt it ; yet it belongs not to him: 
though the promiſes of life, in the word of truth, be made 
vntovs, withour limitation of time, or exception of fines ; 
yet hee hath no part in them, his name was neuer writ in the 
booke of life, hc is out of the decree of eleCtion,he ſtands re- 
probate ynro the couenant of grace, &c. Miniſters then, fo 
much as in them lies, muſt meete with this malice of Satan, 
and labour by all meanes to preſerue and maintaine the life 
of hope, and poſlibilitic of po in heauie hearts, amid 
their greateſt horror. If there bee no hope of being received 
ro grace, there will bee no deſire toreturne into the ſtate of 
grace. They muſt be taught, and forewarned that there are 
two waies, out of the dreadfull yiſitations of conſcience, and 
the perplexed ſtraits of a vexed minde : they may either fol- 
low Indas the curſedſt man that euer breathed, from horror 
tothe halter; and ſo poſt after him out of the hell of a de- 
ſpairing conſcience, to the hell of fire and brimſtaone, bur- 
ning for eucr before the throne of God; which God forbid: 
or clſe they may tra&t Chriſt Ieſus, bleſſed for cner,by his 
bloodie drops vnto the Crofle, which isthe right path, and 
as God would haucit. If they take the firſt, a SN times 
betterneuer to haue been : for they diſhonour the Maieſtie 
of Heauen in the higheſt degree imaginable, by diſroabin 
God of the brighteſt beame of his glorie, his mercie; = 
they wilfully and ſenſeleſly damne their foules and bodies 
in the loweſt dungeon of the bottomleſſepit,in the very ſame 
| | roome with that incarnate diuell the berrayer of Chriſt, 
Bur 
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Bur if they rake the ſecond, = are bleſt that euer they 


were borne. Neuer did tender-heartcd mother ſo ſweetly 
lull her deareſt infant in her boſome and armes of loue after 
afall;as the Sonne of God doth in ſuch a caſe bend his bru- 
ſed body,euen to the expreſſion of bloody drops, with loue= 
lieſt imbracements, and compaſſions to heale and binde vp 
ſuch broken hearts. Nay, in his eſteeme ( this is only a pearle 
for true Penitents, ler no ſwine trample vpon it; or ſtranger 
take it vp) his precious blood is made (as it were) more pre- 
cious and orient, by couering crimſon finnes, if a ground be 
firſt ſoundly laid with teares of true repentance. And God 
himſelfe is thereby ſingularly glorified, who then longs the 
moſt to ſhew mercy,when it 1s necreftto bee vrterly deſpai- 
red of, Oh | hee holds himſelfe mightily honoured,when a 
oore ſoule miſerably mangled, and hewed and hacktvpon, 
b Satans malice and wounds of {inne,comes bleeding and 
weeping to the throne of grace, for pardon and comfort. He 
cannot poſſibly be better pleaſed : hee thinkes nothing too 
deare for ſuch an one; were it a draught of the bas tha 
of his owne Sonne ; be it the delicious Afanxe of his deareſt 
mercies,or the moſt rauiſhing comforts of that bleſſed Spi- 
rit, Oh! ſaith he,out of a pang of that loue, which brought 
Chriſt Ieſus from his boſome,into the bowels of the earth; 
oh ! ſaith he, 2 thox affifted and toſſed with tempe/?,th.ut haſt 
no comfort ; behold,1 will ly thy tones with the Carbuncle, 
and laythy foundation with Saphirs,and | will make thy win- 
dowes of Emeralds, and thy gates ſhining ſtones, and all thy 
borders of pleaſant tones. Thatis, I will turne thy depths of 
ſorrow,into ſeas of comfort; thy bitter teares, intoſpirituall 
triumphs; = former horrors,into heauens of ioy. I will fill 
thy heart with thoſe ynmixed pleaſures, which no manfſhall 
take from thee ; on conſcience with peace that paſleth all 
vnderſtanding ; thy crowne of life with ſhining glory, 
which thy yimoſt conceit cannot poſſibly. comprehend. At 
ſuch a time hee puts on (15 it were) his imperiall roabes, his 
robes of ſtate; and rifeth vp with greateſt maieſty into his 
higheſt and moſt glorious throne, to grace and honour, that 
; I 


| 
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I may ſo peake,that happy match and marriage of an hum. 
| bled ſoule vnto his only Son. He feaſts thoſe purer ſpirits,the 
| bleſſed Angels, with cxtraordinary ioy, triumphant Hae. 
'Iu- abs,and new {ongs of congratulation,at the ſolemnizati- 
on of tholc {acred Nuprtials, Sonaturall and pleaſing to the 
incomparable ſweetneſle of his mercifull diſpoſition,is ſhew- 
ing of compaſſion, and pardoning of finnes, 

3. Thirdly,the moſt naturall and proper obie& of Gods 
pitie and commilſeration, is a broken and contrite ſpirit. 
True penitents onely, are perſons rightly qualified for the 

ardons of heauen, And therefore the choiceſt and chiecfeſt 
ſeaſon of all, for the Miniſters of God to raine downe re- 
freſhing ſhewers of mercy, from the throne of grace, is, 
when mens hearts are(as it were) chapt, and drie with true- 
hearted ſorrow,and ſhedding teares for fin; ſorely {corcht 
and waſted with ſenſe of that deuouring wrath, which is a 
conſuming fire; and eagerly gaſpe for grace, as the m__—_ 
and thirſty land for drops of raine. Oh how faire « thing i 
mercy in the time of anguiſh and trouble ' It is like a clond of 
raine that commeth in the time of a drought. Let the power 
of the Law firſt breake and bruſe, which is a neceſſary re-| 
paratiue for the plantation of grace; and then poure inCand 
tpare _ moſt precious oyle of the {weereſt Euangeli- 
call comfort. But many,very many marre all, with mifling 
this merhode : cither for want of ſanGtification in them- 
ſclues, or skill to manage their Maſters buſineſſe; either b 
reaſon of their ſeruing the time, or ſociery with good fel- 
lowes,as they call them, or the like ; they = Fromers bleſſe 
with cowardly filence, or accurſed flatteries, where God 
himſelfe doth curſe: and all their life long, purpolely fpill! | 
many a golden viall of the well of life, _ largeſt” doles of 
gracious promiſes, ypon ſtonie hearts, and formall Phariſies. 
Our Geare Redeemer, that great Miniſter of the Goſpdll, and 
Mediatour for mercy, teacheth another leſſon, and told ys 
when he was ypon carth,that the Lord had annointed him: 
PG,s1.x. | Whereunto? to preach good tidings : but to whom? vntd 
Luk.4. 18,| the poore, to binde vp the broken-hearted, to preach deli- 
ucrance 
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atli them that are bruiſed; to put a fairer flame into 
the ſmoking flaxe,and more ſtrength into the bruiſed reed; 
to take off with his owne holy hand, the burthen from the 
backe of all thoſe that groane vnder the waight of their ſins, 


. [writ by Gods owne hand, with the blood of Chriſt, and 


man nor diuell, the ſtrengrh of heil, or length of eternity, 


and to coole their fainting ſoules with his ſauing and facred 
blood. Bruſed fpirits and mournfull ſoules only, are capable 
of the comforts of grace, and diuine compaſſions, The wiſe 
Ambaſſadours of God then,may be bold in this point; they 
haue their warrant vnder the Broad Seale of the King of" 
Heauen, and commifhon from the Office of his Sonne : if 
they finde that the miniſtery of the word hath wrought 
true remorſe; and that the hammer of the Law hath ſtrucken 
thorow the rebellious loynes ofprophane obſtinacy, and the 
iron ſinewes of ſenſuall pride it they meet with harts touch 
tothe quick,8& conſciences ranſackt to the bottom : there, 
there, let them plic it with mercies, and ſweetly lull ſuch 
weary ſouls in the ſofteſt armes of tenderneſle, reſt, peace, 
and al heauenly delicacies. A concurrence of their beſt elo- 
uence, feruenteſt prayer,ſpirituall experience, and compaſ- 
1onate feeling,is too little to comfort in ſuch a caſe. Let the, 
lercduch mourners in Sion know, that if they waite bur a lit- 
tle with patience, longings, and thoſe vnutterable groanes , 
in the word of life and truth;rhey ſhall haue eaſe, and drinke 


uerance tothe Captiues, to comfort all that mourne, to ſer 


their fils out of the riuer of the pleaſures of God. Yet a very 
little while, and he that ſhall come ke will come and will not 
tarrie; and when he comes he will bring with him a pardon 


ſeale it vnto their ſoules by his ſpeciall ſanRifying power, 
with ſuch a ſtrong and euerlaſting impreſſion, that neither 


ſhall ever be able to vnlooſe. 

Theſe things are ſo: God Meſſengers are Miniſters 
mercy,in ſuch points as I haue pointed at: bur yer for all 
this, the formall Hypocrite muſt not carrie it away ſo. For 
the truth is, formall Profeſſors cenſure with ſuch ſeueritie, 


Efa.66.2, 


and fretting ; and with much diſdaine and indignatien cry 
out 
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out again{tprefſing the Law, and preaching ofiudgements ; | 
particular piercing applications, and torturing mens conſci- | 
| ences withamazements and feare; becauſe (if aconſcions- | 
{ ble courſe of preaching goe for currant ) they are caſt and' 
condemned; and ifthe way to heauen be ſo narrow, ( as in- 
| deedit is,|f Chriſt Teſus be of any credit with them ) they 
| muſt neuer come there; except in the meane time they come | 
' onto the forwardneſſe of the Saints, and that true-hearted 

' holineffe, without which noman ſhall cuer ſee the face of 
' God.Hence it is, that beſides their owne ſecret diſtaſt,and re- 
 luarion, they labour with much = and boyſterous 
| dipotionobeing the faithfulleſt Paſtours of Gods people 
| into diſgrace and diſ-account as though they were fellowes 
| offutious _ ſons only of thunder and lightning ; Do- 
| ors of deſpaire, and ynmercifull diſpenſers of damnation. 
| Nay, ordinarily theſe men exclaime with more diſcontent 
| and clamour,againſt preaching of iudgements for fin, then 
| notorious finners :-for theſe many times) out of a. ſenſe of | 
| their guiltineſle, and with an ingenuous acknowledgement) 
 confeſfe themto be iuſt; bur purs them off with a flattering 
| preſumpruous conceit, that God is mercifull; or reſeruation 
to repent hereafter, or with a purpoſe for the preſent tobe- 
come new-men, though ſuch holy motions are ſoone after 
drowned in the prophane reuellings of good-fellowſhip: bur 
the other out of a proud errour, of miſtaking their ſpiricuall 
Rates,and Phariſaicall confidence, iuſtifie themſclues; and 
would gladly perſwade their hearts, that inward aſtoniſh- 
ments and apprehenfions of terrourin ſuch caſes, ariſe ra- 
ther from the diftempered terrifying zeale of the Preacher, 
and ynſcaſonable preffing of iudgement, then from the ſting 
of their guilty conſciences, and inuifible finger of an angry 
and diſpleaſed God, 

To deale plainly;this isthe very true cauſe of their impo- 
terit out-cries and complaints, that theſe preciſer Preachers 
come ftill with nothing bur damnation and vengeance: out 
of their ſowre and imperious auſterity caſt nothing bur 
wild-fire,brimſtone and gun-powder into the conljenges.off 


men,: 
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men, and take the ready way to driue them. to deſpaire: 
Whereas God knowes, if they were fitted for mercy;would 
they ſubmit the naturall pride of their guilefill bearrs, with 
humilitic and ynreſeruednes to the ſoucraignty of the word, 
and - fumplicitic of the Saints ; they woald with all their 
hearts poure whole Oceans of ſofteſt oyle into their woun- 
ded ſoules; and fill their bruiſed ſpirits witha joyfull conflu- 
ence of all the precious ſufferings of Chriſt, promiſes of life, 
comforts of grace, mercies of God, and ioyes of heauen. 
What comfort in the World can any Miniſter haue in vexing 
mens conſciences,and ſtanding at ſtaues end with the whole 
World? butthatthey dare not(for the life of their ſoule)be 
falſe to their great Land and Soueraigne; and do heartily 
thirſt to draw their brethren out of hell, and to ſaue their 
immorrtall ſoules out of thoſe euerlaſting flames. To con- 
clude the point, they caſt vnto themſelues in the mould of 
their worldly wiſdome, a religious mediocritic; and pitch 
with reſolution and ſecuritie ypon a meaſure of profeſſion, 
and degree of zeale compatible with their maine carnall 
contentment ; and that muſt bee a competent ſufficiency of 
holinefſe for heauen, and ſerue their turne for ſaluation. 
Which glorious formalitie, if Gods Meſfengerout of a zea- 
lous impatiencie againſt luke-warmenes,tranſgreſle and cen- 
ſure,and ſquare not with an exa&t proportion all his reſolu- 
tions and applications from the Word thercunto; he ſpeakes 
in their ſenſe, either not to the purpoſe, out of private hu- 
mour, or too imperiouſly, 

Theſe diſtempered boyſterous exclamations, or at leaſt 
ſecret impatience and fretfulncs againſt conſcionable preſ- 
ſing the Law,and iult, denouncement. of iudgements for ſin, 
is a common marke tothe formall Hypoctite, with all ſorts 
of vnregenerate men; andconſtant propertie of all the ſons 
of Adam, while they yer lie ſoftly repoſed vpon ther beds 
- ons and hate to bee reformed, for ſuch cauſes as 

e: 
| I. They thinke themſclues all the'while arraigned at 
the barre of God, Their gaulled conſciences cric goikles 
Cc 2 The 
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The ſound of feare and cries of vengeance are in their eares, 
and their harts ſtroken thorow(with flauiſh horror)tremble, 
as the leaues of the forreſt that are ſhaken with the winde : | 
except they haue paued them with obſtinacie and Atheiſme, 
and made them like the high waies, and Satans ordinarie 
roade. | 

2. They haue no ſhelter ynder the ſhadow of the moſt High, 
no ſuccour ynder the wings of Chriſt, from the plagues of 
God,and curſes of the Law. They cannot yer pleade any pri- 
vildge or proteRion by the blood of the Lambe,fromthe 
poiſon, fting,and endlefſe vengeance of thoſe wofull iudge- 
ments and cutting confuſions, which are juſtly preſt vpon 
their guiltie conſciences, for their vnmorrified luſts, 

3- If the whole counſell and iuſt wrath of God be faith- 
fully and impartially ript vp and reucaled againſt them in 
this kinde; the Angelicall delufions of Satan, and the dam- 
nableneſle of their preſent condition will be clearely diſco. 
nered ynto their conſciences, For a ſeaſonable, and ſincere 
diuiſion ofthe word of Life and Truth, doth piercingly and 
powerfully diuide betweene the Soule and the Spirit, the 
toynts and the marrow, and neuer either iuſtifies any vnre- 
generate man, or condemnes the juſt. And therefore hee 
that reſts either in the ſtate of notoriouſnes, or meere ciuill 
honeſtie without an addition of ſupernaturall and fauing 
grace; or groſle WP Em—_ Apoftacie,or luke-warme pro- 
eſſ1on, or any other degree of vnregeneration, ſhall be ſure 
(if he live vnder a conſtant and x3. WE meancs) now 
and then to receiue a ſhrode knocke ypon his guiltie con- 
ſcience by the hammer of the Law, from the hand of a faith- 
full Teacher; which cannot chuſe bur goe full heauic vnto 
his heart,except it be ſealed vp by the ſpirit of lumber with 
obduration,and ſenſeleſnefſe againſtthe day of vengeance; 
and muſt needes marre his mirth, and all pleaſures of earth, 
with a moſt bitrer,dreadfull mixture of flauiſh feare, and ap- 
prehenfions of Hell. 

4- Preaching, and preſſing the Law, is principally either 
for deieRion of the heart with remorſe finne, or dire- 

ion. 
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neither, 
. Their conſciences ordinarily are euer freſh bleeding, 
and ſtill gaulled with roo violent ftretching and inlarge- 
ment, and with the hard fitting of their boſome finne at the 
leaſt : and therefore they eafily grow reluctant and ragefull, 
when they are grated ypon by the ſearching power of an 
holy,and foule-fauing ſeueritie;and vexed to the quick with 
the particular diſcouerie of their hypocrifie, and digging 
into their ſinfull ſores. Hence it is, that many times proud 
and prophane men faſten ypon the beſt Miniſters, even for 
their faithfulneſſe in Miniſteriall duties, the verieſt dunghi 
indignities (pardon the phraſe, it exprefſeth not halfe their 
vileneſſe) and fouleſt nd ras. yg that the moſt contemp- 
tible baſeneſle, and extremeſt malice can poflibly deuife, or | 
an ingenuous Pagan thinke vpon, without a great deale of 
indignation. Thou ſpeakeſt —_ fay all theproud men 
vnto bleſſed /eremie, when hee had ended his thundring and 
threatning Sermon againſt them: Ierem.43.2. Then fpake 
eAzariah the ſonne of Heſhaiah, and [obanan the ſonne of 
Kareah;and allthe proud men, ſaying to [eremiah, Thow lieft. 
Execrable blaſphemie,prodigious villanie : Duſt and aſhes, 
nay, incarnate Diuels, rogiue the lye, by conſequent at the 
leaft, (I fpeakeit not without horrour) toGod Almightie! 
And aboue others, great men (without grace) finde preach- 
ing the Law molt painefull to their;prophane hetnkbrns 
they haue the greateſt power and pleaſures, and indeed their 
rtion in this world. Hence it was,that when /ehwds, Tere. 
36.23.hadread three or foure leaues of thoſe cutting Ser- 
mons of comminations, and curſes againſt Iuda and Iſrael; 
the King ſtampr, andraged, and cuttheroule with the pen- 
knife, and caſt ir irto the fire that was on the heartk,ynill ; 
all the roule was conſumed in the fire that was on the hearth. 
And that eAmaziah diſcharged mos of the Count, and fi- 


wo 


tenced him from ſpeaking any more inthe Kings Chappell, 
Amos 7.13. Andthar, that vnhappie Felix, when Pal op- 


poſed, and applied to his couetous, carnall, and carelefſe hu- 
| Cc 3 mour | 
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mour a terrifying diſcourſe of righteouſneſſe, remperance, 
and the iudgement to come, cut him off in the current. of his 
ſpeech, and difiniſt him vnto a more conuenient time, and 
better leiſure, AQ.24.26. So loth are prophane great Ones 
to beetroubled in conſcience, and tormented before their 
time. , * 
2. A ſecond caſe, wherein this reuerence, which ma 
ſometimes be found in the formall hypocrite to Gods faith- 
full Meſſengers,changeth into heart-rifing againſt them, is; 
when by the ſearching power of the Word, they haue ſin- 
gled out his boſome finne, and haue it in purſuite and chaſe, 
with all thoſe fierce and fearefull armies of deuouring 
plagues, and certaine yengeance, which dog it at the heeles. 
Hee can digeſt well enough, with good attention and pa- 
tience,the debatement of a Controuerfie,or Common-place; 
approue and applaude generall diſcourſes, and ynſearching 
Sermons; eſpecially if they taſte ſomething extraordinaril 
of fulnes of reading,or fineneſle of conceit; be made vp wi 
ſome affefted mixture of choiſeſt humane learning , and 
commend to the cares of the Auditorie, the exceſſe and ex- 
cellencie of ſome rarer naturall parts. His heart may ſome- 
times euen daunce and leape within him for joy, not with- 
out ſome. outward viſible repreſentations, when hee ſhall 
heare the infiniteneſſe of Gods mercie; vnualuableneſſe of 
Chriſts bloodſhed; preciouſneſle of the promiſes of life; vn- 
conceiueableneſle of thoſe pleaſures aboue, and ſuch other 
points of exultation and comfort , with a paſſionate and 
9a eloquence expreſled, ſomething to the life and 
eclingly amplified. Although ſuch inward tranſitorie light- 
ningsin him, ſpring not from the ſpeciall apprehenſion of 
any true recall intereſt inthoſe ioyfull tidiugs; but from the 
naturall mouingneſle of the matter, or the yaniſhing flaſhes 
of a temporarie faith, or the like, Nay,yet further,hee may 
tolerate with reaſonable contentment and eaſe, the zealous 
exagitation of other hatefull villanies; the. diſcoucrie and. 
damnation of any other corruption : ſo that onely his-dar- 


ling pleaſure be let alone ; his maſter-fin not meddled with. | 


Let 
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Let vs ſuppoſe the finne of his boſome, to bee the brutiſh 
pleaſures of yncleanneſſe;and thatto himit is an earthly Pa- 
radiſe,to feed his ragefull luſt with greedineſfe and delight, 
at leaft vpon ſpeculatiue wantonneſle and adulteries of the 
heart : Now inthis caſe, if the Miniſters of God onely for- 
beare to beate ypon this point ; if they take heedethat they 
touch not this ſore ; they may be bold at theirpleaſure, in 0- 
ther denunciations of terrour, and take libetry ( with his 
ood leaue) to purſue other finnes, with -as great zeale and 
eteſtation as «our will. They may tell the mercilefſe Viu- 
rer that he is infamouſly guilty of that ſinne, of which a con- 
uerted Iew, an honeſt * a Ae tolerable Turke, would 
be aſhamed and remotſcfull; ſtigmatized by ioynt-confent 
of charitable hearts, and ſtrongeſt current of beſt Diuinirie, 
| with a brand of extraordinary Parefulnefſe, hard-heartednes 
and cruelty : which at this day doth ſhrewdly ſhake the 
irong ſinewes of this great kingdome; like a Genkig can- 
ker with aplaufible inuifible confumprion,doth daily waſte 
the ſtates,ſuck the blood,and eate the liues of many poore 
difireſſed Ones in this land ; fils rownes and Cities with vn- 
roſfitable perſons,and the Countrey with miſeries and in- 
Canediies Nay,and let carnall reaſon, couetous humours, 
. [ſupercilious, obſtinate imperiouſneſle fret'and contradi&, 
rage andreclaime as long as they will: to fer alide prouoca- 
tion of Gods plagues, and conſiderations of piety ; euen in 
the ſenſe of nature,and morall conſcience, it caſts an aſper- | 
fion of incxpiable ſhame and diſhonour vpon the ancient 
glory of this 'incomparable City. Ir is very ftrange, that 
uch rauenous Harpies and Vſurious Vultures (for ſo euen 
Paganiime ſtiled chem by the light of reaſon ) ſhould anda- 
ciouſly rouſt eſpecially on high, in the Eagles neſt, this Im- 
eriall Groue and ſeate of Maiefty! They may tell the Drun- 
d,that hee is a voluntary Diuell, the common ſhame of 
nature, the great reproch and prodigious diſgrace of man- 
kinde; that by turning himſclfe into a barrell or a beaſt, 
doth (with intolerable-iniquitie) ſwiniſhly onerturne, and 


ama thatnobleſt thing, next vato an Angelicall na- 
J ture, 
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ture, the vnde:ſtanding power of the ſoule, which the hand 
of God by a royall {elfe-reſemblance hath moſt vndeſer- 
uedly ſtamped vpon him. And for which (without timely re- 
pentance) he will turne heereafter into the vileſt and moſt 
tormented creature, next vnto the Diuell and the damned 
ſpirits, Let him goe on a while in his {waggering humour, 
and out of an accurſed gallantnefle of a ſcornfull fpirit, 
crowne- himſelfe with Roſe-buds, in this fpring of his 
ſtrength to poure-in rong drinke ; let him drowne his 
par, cre rage, his melancholike fits, dumps of ſadnefle, 
indeed ſometimes the ſtinging bitings of that gnawing 
worme, which is breeding in his conſcience ( except Satans 
hote iron hath ſeared it yp) ; let him, I fay,drowne theſe di- 
ſtempered and: peccant humours of good-fellowſhip , in 
Ale-houſes, Tauerns, the Peſt-houſes of Players, and in o- 


ther ſuch furious Conuenticles of boyſterouſneſſe and yani- 
\ ty : yet let him know, thart if he goe on, his day is comming ; 
| hee ſhall be ſhortly drunke with a witnefle ; hee ſhall bee 
| drunke,but nor with wine ; he ſhal ſtagger, but not by ſtrong 

drinke; he ſhall be drunke euen with the wrath and vyen- 
| geance of God; and ipue,and fall,and neuer riſe againe. A 
| number of fearfull woes ſtand regiſtred _ him by the 
| miniſtery ofthe Prophets; let himteare thoſe leaues our of 
Gods booke,and truth from the ſacred pen of thatneuer-er- 


1 


; ring Spirit; or elſe aſſuredly they ſhall all light vpon all im- 


penirent drunkards,to the vtmoſt extremity of thoſe cuerla- 
ſing flames; as ſure as God is in heauen, curſes in this book, 
drunkards vpon earth, and plagues in hell, oy may tell 
the depopulating Incloſer,that heis farre worſe, then a rob- 
bing murtherer on Shooters hill : for beſides the villanous 
deſtruction of Gods people, atid the Kings ſubictts; the in- 
tolerable weakning of the ſtrength,and glory of this king- 
dome,in a very hie & horrible degyi the the wiſeſt King 
that cuer liued hathtold vs, thatrbe honony of a King is in 
the multitude of people, and that the King conſifeth by the 
field that is tiled) ſorthar depopulation,and decay of tillage, 
the curſed brood of bloody Incloſure, are very —— 
Oo 
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CRIES confuſion of ſtatesimperiallz and 1 dare ſay, 
| ſerting.zſide the prouccarion of divine vengeance, they ho 

a ſtrong counter-motion andoppoliions to ſdunder policies 
' of ſtare, and wiſer depths of Monarchy; I ſay, beſides thele 
publicke miſchiefes, this man-eating Canniball doth as 
farre ſurpaſſe the blood-ſucker by the high may;in inflicti- 
on of torrures, as a Spaniſh Inquifirour an ordinary hang- 
man: The one diſpatches arman in a moment, and puts him 
' out ofhispaine vpon the ſudden; the other addes leiſure and 
lingring to a dying life,and liuing death, that men may feele 
they die, Certainly it were farre mor@ mercifull and tole- 
 rable;thariuch oppreſfing Giants ſhould knock rhole poore 
people in the heads in their houles, before they turne them 
. out of their ancient hoines; then fo cruelly expoſe them to 
| be waſted by little and hrtle, and by degrees to bee deuou- 
red ofmiſery and want : Which is a kind of death, as farre 
' more mercileſle and tormenting then the former; as hang- 
ing in chaines aliue, then beheading. They may tell & 
Swearer,that he already ſpeakes the language of Hell, and 
therefore his naturall place is that infernall pit. That the} 
oathis ao ſooner out of his mouth, but hee is like a theefe 
condemned to the gallowes, and wearing his halter ready 
to be hanged; ſoſpeakes an holy Father, nay in a thouſand 
times more curſed caſe, for ipſs fatto, ſentence of endlefſe 
deathis paſt ypon him, by that higheſt Iudge, which will 
hold no man guiltleſterhat takes: his name in vaine. With 
what face will our- deſperate ſwapgerers bee able to looke 
Chriſt Tefus in the face at that great and fearfull day; or 
for pardon'in his Pafhon, fith they haue ſo many times died 
their tongues ed in that precious blood, by their blood 

| oathes z and with iteration of more then, Iewiſh cruelty, & 
' ofter| recrucified-the. gtorified: body of the Sonne of God 
; with their damied blaiphemies? They may terrifie the rich 
| Ones of the world with» thoſe flaming words of the” Apo- 
file : Goe #0.now ye rich ment, weepr and bowle for your miſe- 


ries that ſhall come von you. Tour ticker are rorrojpt, and | 


Jour gariven tnars methraten : yonr gold and filuer is canke- 
, | red, | 
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red,and the ruſt of them ſhall be « witneſſe againſt you,and ſhal 
tate your fleſh as it were fire + ye bane heaped vy treaſwre for 
the laſt dayes. And with that other dreadfull doome, 1. Cor, 
6.10.No couetous man ſhall ever come into the kingdome | 
of God, They may tell the Perſecutors of the waies of God, | 
that though inthe mcane timethey domineere with vnap- 
peaſable _inſolencies ouer the fincerity of the Saints, and 
proſper for a while in the paſſages of blood; yet their dam- 
nation ſlecpes not, the Lord will _ pay them home 
with the blood of wrath and of icaloufie. Not long after 
that Ahab had commanded the bleſſed _ Michaih 
to priſon, there to be fed with bread of affliction, and water 
of affli tion, were the dogges fed with his princely (though 
prophane)blood,in the poole of Samaria, When Antiochus 
(to whole cruelty againſt grace, they are all in ſome degree 
accurſed Antitypes) was riding poſt rowards Ieruſalem 
with blood in his heart, murther in his hands, and threates. 
in his mouth; euen then the Lord Almighty,the God of [ſra- 
el ſmote him with an incurable and innifible plague : ſo that 
the wormes came ont of the body of this wicked man in abnn- 
dance, and whiles bee was aline his fleſh fell off for paine and| 
torment and all his Armie was griened at the ſmell. They 
thinke they doo God worthy ſeruice,by ſuppreſſing the po- 
wer of his rruth,and profeſſion of zeale; but they are indeed 
the notoriouſt champions for Satan and the confuſions of 
hell,that breathe ypon the carth. Thus, and in this ſort,may 
the Miniſter of God proceed,and purſue(with denunciations 
of Gods judgements and iuſt indignation ) theſe and ſuch 0- 
ther crimſon abominations, and crying villanies of theſe laſt 
and worſe times; which doe amongſt vs at this day,with pro- 
digious impudency, and whoriſh fore-heads very fe 
euen outface the Sunne, and band themſelves with-an hi 4 
Ne againſt the Maieſty of _ : and that with he 
good attention, patience, approbation, and (perhaps 
plauſe of the formall es. rare the Ry beet be 
thinks,that neither the world abroad doth cenſure himwith 
open infamie ; nor ſo much as the conceits of the preſent 
hearers, 
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hearers,by ſecret application, ſuſpe&him for any ſuch finne : 
[neither it may bee, doth he indeede feele the current of his 
carnall affe&ions, runne that way, or the ſenſuall addictions 
of his heart ſo endeared to the wicked pleaſures thereof. 
But come once to the difcouerie-and damnation of luſtful- 
nes, which we ſuppoſe to be his beloued and boſomefinne; 
and letthat cemilfing Text, Heb.x 3.4. Whoremongers and 
adwterers God will indge, bee preſt vpon his conſcience par. 
ticularly;atid with power; and then he begins ro ſtatrle- and 
ſtirre, and ro rake on with much i repining and-di- 
Raftfull indignation. For hee is vext at once with the ſmart 
of an inuifible ſting for that finfull pleaſure, which is- the 
darling of his -ſenſuall gelighes, many times' mach. dearer 
then life ir ſelfe ; and if it/dee-noiſde dndknowne abroad, 
with ſenſe of publike ſhame} which mainelycroffeshis am- 
bitious Phariſaicall thirſt after plauſibleneſſe and accepration 


with the world; and his vaine deſire forthe attainment of 2 
Chriſtian reputation, and di tien to continue in a ſcate 
dalous fine; of a'g mion from the beſt men, and a 
faint-hearted inconfotmitie to the'beſt things : which: are 
cuer yncapable of concurrence, or compoſſibilitie. A pow- 
erfull Miniſterie pregnant with fſpirituall penetration and 
life, and managed with tke feeling eloquence of ſome John 
Baptiſt, or Sonne of thunder, may for atime ftirre vp and q- 
muſe his duller and ynzealous apprehenfions with it maie- 
ſtie and diuineneffe ; ſo that hee may heare him gladly,nor 
without ſome admiration, and applauſe; teforme his waies 
in many things, after his religious inftruQions ; and reuc- 
rerice the hobleneſſe of his reſolutions,in quitting himſclfe 
like a man, in his Maſters bufineſſe : but let once that man of 
God charge the edge of his ſpirituall ſword ypon the head 
ofhis particular raigning fine; and with the ſearching light 
of the word of life diſcouer that corner of the heart,where- 
in his darling pleaſure lurkes; and chenis hee quite loft for 
any longer loue'that way; all is mard ranjpiuncs 
reſpeR to Miniſters of that ftreine. Forcarnall hearts ha- 


by, norrue hope, or reall intereſt, in thoſe ſound and la- 


- ſting 


—_———————— 


' 


fore;thefalſe heart ofche formall hypocrite being thus pier- 
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{ting ioyes aboue, cannot without extraordinarie vexation, | 


and impatience; heare of parting from poſſeſſion of the 


; PONG that ſpeciallfinne; eſpecially, to which 


y-ari- indintichiall pronenefſe of aturall corruption, ſenſyall 
choice; and: long: cuſtome, they haue becnlongingly addi- | 
ted; and defpcratelp drowned in., All humane defires are na-/ 
curally-very couetous of contentment; ifthey- doe not fee- 
404 IT of ive they w reſt ynre- 
moudably ypan:-carnall: ard .carthly; itthay, baue it .not;in | 
yorpmms G4 ry of-life; tn; they will ia the | 
\meane time refilefly- bunt afterit,-and. graſpeirmore peer” 
;dily-in the comfotts of: this Jife,, Vpon-luch-occaſion.there- 


|ced r6the-quickerby! aiparticular and feaſonable diſrquerie 
lof-ir fiveeterfinheziandvnteſalued to-repent; and leauc. it, 
{dorh preſently beginito! diſlodge. by little-and little all for- 
{mer-likmg of ſuch a faithfullPhyſition-ef the ſoule, (forhis 
tgoodneſſriin this kinde;;as 9 ' otherof cuery . yaregencraze 
ans is; is like the morning dew,/full of yocertainries,! in- 


fort hee .conceiues;by: ſuch -plaine dealing, doth quickly 
| quenctrtheformdll-heate of bis former affe&ion. The /infta- 
med zealeof the godly Miniſter, in labouring:;particularly 
to cleaue. his) beloued- finnefrom-his boſome, by. the ſword 
of the Spirit; doth eafily-diffolue bis reſcrued and temporarie 
reuerence,into hatred,” malice and conterypt. Forir fals out 
many times in this: caſe, that if the, conſcionable Meflenger 
of God daily digge into, and-dwell vpon his. conſcience. in 
ſuch a-heart-vexing and: diſtaſtfull point ;-and Sabbath after 
Sabbath,Sermon vpon Sermon, powerfully prefſe him with | 
the bitter ſenſe and painefull cogitations of the curſednes of 
his preſent.condition, for continuing inhis darling delight, 
beingnow clearely diſcovered vnto!himby the light of the 
Miniſtericand:;peremptarily daminett:by the baoke of life : 
jhe:cichermmnes: Ghriftian vpon it, and happily paſſeth our 
of formall Profeſſion, into. the Paradiſe of Grace; which is 
tfomethingrare, becauſche:isreſolued that heis.inthe right 
They. L 
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way alreadie : or el{e(which is more ordinarie)he afterwards 
proues a Perlecutor ; though not of Proteſtancie in gene- 
rall; yet ofthe power of religion, ynder the name of pre- 
ciſeneſſe; and of that truechearted holinefle,wichout which } 
noman ſhall euer ſeethe Lords face, ynderthetitle of Hy- | 
pocrifie. For you muſt know that a man may be a Patrone | 
of fauing truth,and yet.a Perſecutor of ſanRtification; a De- | 
fenderofour doEtrine,; and.an Oppreſlor of finceritic ; an e- | 
nemie to Poperie, and afriend to Prophaneſle, So that cer- | 
raine ir is(vpon this occaſion, and admiſſion of the inſtance | 
wherein haue infiſted) the formall Hypocritemay come at | 
length to that reprobate;paſſe,and ragefull, bumour, that, he | 
may cuen birrerly perſceute: with flanders,diſgraces, and, his 
'vemoſt of malice and reuepge, the:conſcionableneſſe of that | 
man,and powerfulneſle of that Miniſterie, whichhe hath for- 
merly heeded and reuerenced. And commonly ſuch a fel- 
low afterward is tranſported with un ſpite, and more 
inraged with: imaginations.of auer on-and hate againſt the | 
Preachers of fincerwic,and Prattiſers of Grace, then Profel: | 
ſors of Graceleſneſſe. For he which ;profeſſeth the waies of | 
| God falſely, or formally, is ordinarily more bitter, violent 
and cruell to a true Chriſtian, then Pagans and profeſt Op- 
[poſits Pilate wasamore pitifull and kinde;vnto Chriſt, 
then the Phariſies. Fe/:x more fauourable and friendly to{ ag , 4.23, 
Pal, then the high Prieſt. It were better'be a Gally-ſlaue | :3.2, 
to a Turke,then vnder the Spaniſh Inquiſition, I would ra- 
ther fall into the hands-of:a {waggering Good-fellow and | 
notorious finner, ina. point of danger, of diſgrace ; then 
\tiand to the mercic of a all Profeſſor, and proud Phari- | 
fie. Thoughthe notorious ſinner 'bee further diſtant from | - 
the Chriſtian in degrees of ſome'kindes of goodnefſe, then | 
the foumall Hypocrite ;' yetmanyitimeshe.is not fo oppaſite | © 
ww extremitie malice andcheigbt of dildaine, Amangtt | x 
all ſorts of differences, dif-aftedtions;andRrange. antipathies | 
(which by the deſerued curſe of finne, mingle themſelues | | 
with the nattresandnegoriations of \theſannes of eofd{4w), | - 
there is-none holdsz Dengerendcotoriorametibiony: hs ad 
cena Dd 3 poſition | 
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| doth many times take on, and rage more againſt them, then |' 


*| godly Miniſters, which may ſometimes be found inthe for- 
© 4, | mal Hypocrite, doth grow towards diſtaſt and diſ-affeion, 


- | application of ſome quickning Scriptures, to *feruencie in 


A Diſcenrſe of true happineſſe. * 
poſition and diuorce,then that which is betwixt thoſe; who 
with confidence and per{waſion they are right,take croſle 


waies towards the kingdome of Heauen. And therefore 
the formall Hypocrite, turning Traitour to true Profeſſours, 


the open and infamous Offender. For this latter thinks him- 
ſelfe wrong,and ſometimes will not ſticketo confeſle it; on- 
ly comforts his heart in the meane time by making God all 
ofmercie, and with a ſecret reſeruation, and reſolution, to 
repent hereafter : but the former being dangerouſly wiſe in 
his owneeyes, and prudent in his owne ſight for matters of 
faluation, ftormes that any man ſhould cenſure him for yn- 
ſoundnes ofhis ſpirituall ſtate,and is as reſolute he ſhall goto 
Heauen,as well as the pureſt and preciſeſt of them al. Which 
groundlefſe ſelfe-conceit makes him both more miſerable 
in himſelfe, and yncapable of ſauing grace; for there is more 
hope of a foole,then of him thart is wiſe in his owne conceir ; 
nd biengh thou bray a foole in a morter, yet ſhall not his 
folly depart from him : and alſo more malicious againſt the 
waies of finceritie, and zealefulneſſe of the Saints; becauſe 
their forwardneſſe condemnes his formalitie; and the graci- 
ous light of their holy life, clearely diſcouers vnto him the 
truth ofhis ſpiritual darkeneflſe,and damnation of his preſent 
ate. 
3- Thirdly, That reuerence and reſpeQtfull carriage to 


when they preſſe men by the powerfull ſenſe, and piercing 


ſpirir, Þ puritie of heart, © preciſenefle in their walking, 4 ſu- 
pernaturall ſingularitie aboue ordinarie and mo perfe- 
ions, excellencie of zeale, and a ſacred © violencen pur- 
ſuite of the crowne of life; to an holy ſtriftneſle,extraordi- 


PTY daily 


narie firiuing f to enterin ar the trait gate, and tranſcendent 
eminencic ouer the formall s rightcouſneſle of the Scribes 
and Pharifies,toa neerer familiaritie with God, by prayer, 
ily exatminatiotvof che conſcience, private humiliations, 

» Q medication 
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| meditation ypon the endleffe duration in a ſecond life; to 
a narrow watch ouerthe ſtirrings and imaginations of the 
heart, anexpreſſionof b.holinefle in all the paſſages of both } ® i, Per.x, 
their callings,zealouſneſle as a counter-poyſon to the loth- I5. 
ſome potion of lukewarmnes, and to other ſet and ſolemne | tg, ,., 
exerciſes, of mortification, ſanCtified eleuations of feelin 
barts,executions of grace,and practiſes of ſincerity. Points 
and ponderations of which nature, are ordinarily vnto him 
ſo many ſecret ſeedes of indignation and diſcontentment ; 
and many times breedein his formall heart and cold affe- 
Ctions,cxaſperation and eftrangement; if not meditations 
of perſecution and reucnge.Sanctification,preciſeneſle, puri- 
ty,nolineſſe,zcale,ſtrictneſſe,power of codlineſſe, Spirituall 
men,holy Brethren, Saints in Chriſt,communion of Chriſti- 
ans, Godly conferences,conceiued prayers, ſanQifying the 
Sabbath, Family-exerciſcs, exerciſe of faſting, and mor- 
ting humiliations,and ſuch like; are commonly to men 
of this remporizing temper, and luke-warme conſtitution, 
termes of ſecret terrour, and open taunting. Vpon ſad and 
ſolitary aduiſement with their owne fearefull thoughts, 
they may iuſtly ſtrike thorow their hearts with inuifible 
trembling ; becauſe in their milder and ſober moode to- 
wards Gods children, and calmer conceits of ſanCtified 
courſes, they muſt needs confeſſe ( out of their certaine 
 [knowledge) that theſe glorious Attributes of the waies of 
God,and honourable badges of the Saints, arethe very lan- 
guage of the holy Ghoſt in the booke of life, and the inſe- 
arable cuerlaſting Attributes of Chriſtianity : and yet they 
nde,and feele in their owne conſciences, that their hearts 
ſtand againſt them, tharthey are neither true-hearted pra- 
Qitioners,or partakers of them. And ſometimes alſo when 
the ſpirit of Oy ics ſcornfulneſſe againſt fincerity ſtirres 
in them,eſpecially amongſt their companions, and conſorts 
in Giricuall coldnefle; they villanouſly ſport themſclues with 
them,and make them the matter of their hatefull and accur- 
ſedieſts : that ſo they may keepevnder,all they can,in diſ-e- 
Pr and contempt the faithfull Profeſſors and PraQti- 
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| ſures andiollities, fill their carnall hearts, euen brimme full, 


ſers thareof. whom naturally they heartily hate; and alſo 
ſeeme thereby to beare out the heartleſſe flouriſhes 6ftheir! 


| owne formality with greater brauery. Heereupon it is, that 


| ifrhey rakerhe child of God bur tripping in theleaſt infirmi. 


ry, againft which too(perhaps) hee ſtrives and prayes with | 


-| many teares and hearrfall eiacularions; ſlipping -onely in 


ſome vnaduiſed and precipitant paſſage of his negonations 
amongſt men,and that (perhapsJnot for want of conſcience, 
but acquaintatice with the world ; not with purpoſe to of- 
fend, wrong,or grieue any body; but for timorouſneſſe, of 
being inſnaredin the couſoning traps of couctous world- 
lings; failing bur in the obſeruation of ſome ciuill ceremo- 
nie,and complemenrall obſeruance, which hee omits (per- 
haps) not of ſurlineſſe and pride,but for feare of growing in- 
to too much vncomfortable neerneſſe, and vnwarrantable 
ſcruiceablenes to vnfanRtified greatneſle, or the like; I ay, 
if they take him tardie but in ſome ſuch lefler aberration, 
hauld atlength into their knowledge bythe cords of malice, 
their ordinary Intelligencer,and Informer in ſuch aftaires,af- 
ter much greedy watchfulnefſe and curious prying into his 
waies or by the blaſting inſuſurrations of ſome inuenomed 
flanderous tongue : O then they take on immeaſurably, then 
they cry our and exclaime: Theſe are your men of the Spi- 
rit, theſe are the holy Brethren, theſe are your preciſe Fel- 
lowes, theſe are they which make ſuch ſhew of purity and 
forwardneſle : pu ſee now what they are, when matters 
come our,and their dealings are diſcouered; when it comes 
to thetriall indeed, or to a matter of commodity, &c. Are 
not they proud, are not they malicious, are not they hard-) 
harted and couetous as'well as others? &c. When by the 
mercies of God (in their ſenſe) they are neither ſo, norſo': 
* but ſuch cenſures as theſe are yery often the 'merte cuapo- 
rations of puremillice, and'the bitter tbullitions and oiter-| 
flowings of theit gall, | | hs 
It is ftrangero fee and confider, how men of this world, 
in the ruffeand flower of their earthly proſperities, plea» 


with 
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with, ſcorafulneſle; diſdaine, and.oany; inraged preiudices, 
ainſt che hot: icirie of the Saints, and ſtrifter waies 
NE haion! They {well © big,withtheir owne naturall in- 
bred malice;edged & eneagred by the diucls bitter empoiſo- 
ned Doſe of contempt and pride; that many times it. burſts 
out the humbled oppreſſed innocencies of Gods chil- 
dren,likeamighty-torrene; with! meceilefle inundations of 
many intollerable yexations, diſgraces, and cruelty, While 
with many ſecurefull and ſenſuall yawnings, they lie ſtretch- 
| ing tbemſelues ypon their beds of Tuory and fir ſoftly in the 
| comers ey pores ny mr 'buds - Rlaheng 
| pleaſuresof gold : whi and ſtrong] orred: by 
| the arme of fleſh,in a 09a purſuit of A hs wales, 
and merrily ſ{wim downe the current of the times, withfull 
Gile in a hot gleame of —_— glory, they breake out with 
much thundring and Rtorinie ſowreneſſe, into many boyſte- 
rous,and bitter outcries, againſt preciſencs,as they call it, and 
preciſe fellowes,and witha diſdainful ouerlineſſe, and cenſo- 
rious eye, looke ge paſſages andſanQified fin- 
gularities of the Chriſtian life ; as though they were but ex- 
orbitant inyentions and affeRations of ifhe and hu- 
[-mour.” I am perſwaded there was neuer poore perſecuted 
word,fince malice againſt God firſt ſeazed ypon the damned 
Aogels; andthe graces of Heauen dweltinthe hart ofman ; 


thar paſſed themouthes of all forts of vnregenerate | 
men, with any "7 Re gnaſhing ofteerh, then the 


name of Pwritane doth atthis day: which norwichſtanding 
as it is now commonly * meant, and ordinarily proceeds from 
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| or Cere- 
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the ſpleene and ſpirit of prophaneſſe and good-fellowſhip, is 
an honourable nickname, that I may ſo ſpeake;of Chriſtiani- 
ty and grace. And yer for all this, I dare ſay there is none of 


He hall 
red,then either carnall 
mon at Spittle,called Abrabams trial! : pag. 2, 
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<f them 
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awple,if a 
Miniſter 


diligently preach,or in his preaching ſeck ro profit rather the to pleaſe, remembci 
the ſayitg of the Apoltle, If Iſeeke to pleaſe a am not the f—_ of Chriſt,Gal, 
7.10. Or if a privace Chriſtian makes conſcience of ſwearing, ſanRifying the Sab- 
A —— Sermons,or abſtaining from the c6mon corruptions ot the time) | 
raighe way be condemned for a Puritare,and conſequently be lefe fauo- | 
Goſpeller, or z cloſe Pap1ſt, &c, DoQor Downame in his Ser= | 
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them all, but when they ſhall come yntotheir beds of death, 
(and God knowes.how ſoonthe ſerureft may be arreſted by 
that inexorable Sergeant)andare to-grapple iftimediar 
with the painfull terrors 'of the King of feare,and to Rand or 
fall to the dreadfull tribunal of the living God; before which 
none ſhal ever appeare with comfort,or be diſmift with glo- 
ry,butthoſe which bring hither holinefſe and fiticere harts; 
1 ſay there isnone'of them, though now out 'sf a ſelfe-con- 
ceited ſupercilious inſolencie,they brow-beat their brethren 
with many big lookes, and rage like imperious Lions a- 
[ gainſt the lambes of Chriſt; bur then, when' pleaſures, ho- 
nours, riches, greatneſle, friends, Phyfitions, and all other 
worldly comforts beſides forſake them; and they ſee in the 
bitterneſle of their vexcd ſpirits,all their former earthly plo- 
ry and delights of fleſh ready to finke with them into the 
raue,and to be buried euerlaſtingly in thoſe blacke and cru- 
ell habitarions ; but then(I ſay) except the Lord ſuffer then 
to fall into the fiery Lake with ſenſeleſſe hearts, and ſeared 
conſciences,would giue ten thouſand worlds, were they all 
turned into gold,pleaſures,and imperial Crownes;to change 
their former courles of yanity,ambirion, ſenfualities, wotldli- 
neſſe, and good-fellowfhip,into alife of an holypreciſenefle, 
ſtrictneſle,fincerity and ſaluation. | 
Oh! when the Heauens ſhall ſhriuell together like a 
{crole, and the whole frame of Nature flame abour their 
cares ; when the great and mighty hils ſhall ſtart out of their 
places like frighted men,and the fearfull reprobate cry and 
call yponthis mountaine,and that rocke, to fall ypon him | - 
when as no Dromedary of &gypr,nor wings of the morning | 
ſhall bee able to carry them our of the reach of Godsre- 
uenging hand; no top of Carmell,no depthof Sea, or bot- 
tome of Hell,to hide them fromthe preſence of him which 
fits vpon the Throne, and from the wrath of the Lambe; no 
rocke, nor mountaine, not the great body of the whole 
Earth,to couer them from that ynrefiſtable power, which 
laid the foundations of them; no arme of fleſh, or Armies of 
| Angels to protect them from thoſe infinite-rivers of brim- 
ſtone, 


—Djeemſeofrechagiaſe. 
Rone,which ſhall be kept in euerlaſling flame by the anger 
of God : when their poore and wofull foules ſhall infinitely 
defire rather to retutne into the loathed darkeneſſe of not 


annihilation; then now to become the cuerliuing Obie&ts 
of that vynquenchable wrath, which they ſhall beneuer able 
either to audide'or abide;and to be chained vp by the omni- 
potent. band of God-amongſt the damned ſpirits, in aplace 
of flames and perpetuall darknes, where is'torment without 
end, and paſt imagination : I ſay atthar dreadfull day, (and 
rs day will come) what doe you thinke would they giue 
for part in that puritic, which now they perſecute, 4, for 
the comforts of true-hcarted holineſſe that now they, hate? 
and; yet without which, as it will clearely appeare, when 
matters are brought before:that high andeuerlaſting Tudge, 
none ſhall euer ſee the Lord, or dwell in the ioyes of cter- 


being, and to bee hid foreuer in the moſt abhorred ſtate of 


nitie. 
Nay, I verily thinke, there are no deſperate deſpiſers of 
Godlieſle, or formall Ites to Grace, which. doe now 
_ the naturall þli of their vnderſtandings, affe- 
ride ofheart, or vnumoueable loue to earthly pleaſures) 
hold holinefſe to bee hypocrifie, ſanRification ingularitie, 
praRiiſe of ſinceritic too much preciſeneſſe, rhe great things 
of the Law, as a ſtrange thing, but when the pit of deſtru- 
Rion hath once ſhut her mouth ypon them, and they are 
ſunke irrecouerably. into that Dungeon. of fire, would bee 
content with all their hearts to liue a million of yeeres, as 
reciſely as euer Saint did ypon earth (I meanc itſtill in ab- 
Re from ſinne, and zealous purſuite of the waies of 
God) toredeeme but one moment of that moſt intolerable 
helliſh torture ; the ſting and extremitie of which they muſt 
endure cuerlaſtin pation remedie;eaſc or end. 
Thus farre I haue waded in the diſcouery of ſome grounds 
and motives, whereupon the formall Hypocrite may reue- 
rence and obſerue Gods Faithfull Meſſengers; and ſome ca- 
ſes. wherein hee ordinarily -growes by little and little into 


diſafteRion and diſconceit; if not to perſecution, and boi- 
| pj} Ee 2 Rerous 
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Rerous Oppoſition apainſt their powerkilll, ſearching, and 
quickning Minifterie.Now take notice of fome inducements, 
and reaſons moxe peculiar,and indiuiduall to the Chriftian,of 
that heartie reuerence towards godly Miniſters, which is 
deepely rooted in his good and honeſt heart, + | 

Onely in a-word, for feare of miſtaking, and errour in the 1 
point,let me interpoſe this premonition by the way *In this 
paſſage of reuerence performable to the fincereft Paſtors, I 
muſt ſuppoſe, and doe'conſider Gods childe in his ordinary 
courſe of ſanCtified carriage, and kindly temper ofhis ſpiri- 
tuall conſtitution; the current of Chriftianitie running 
cleare betweene them, For ſometimes the purer ſtreames of 
their Chriſtian loue' may for a titme- be troubled with the 
maddie mixture of ſome diſtempered ouerflowing paſſions; 
the kinder paſſages of muruall-reſpeRts one wito another, 


dammed vp by the Diuels malice; 'the dearer light of their | 
comfortable communion , intercepted by ſome croffing 
earthly interpoſition of the old man, ' 

It is cleate by too many Paw mr "ae differences 
may ariſe betrwixt Gods deareſt children, eſpecially 'abour 
things indifferent;which though they be originally inherent | 
in the judgement, yet by conſequent and ſymparhie they 
breede many times (excepttherebe a great deale of humble 
charitie, and gracious humilitie on both fides) ſome auer- 
fion and coldneſſe in the affetions. Neither ſo onely,bur 
ſometimes alſo alienation is wrought immediatly vpon their | - 
affeions, without intercedencie of difſenſion in Opinion, 
Satan gaines very much by the diſunion of Chriſtian hearts, 
and the falling out of thoſe which haue giuen their names 
to religion; and therefore hee leaues no way of tentation 
ynattempted, no helliſh policie ynpraQtiſed to ſer ſuch at 
oddes. He labours mightily, and prodigiouſly preuailes ar 
this day, by vexing their iudgements with Opinionatiue- 
neffe, ſelfe-conceited ſpeculations, and thoughts of Separa- 
tion,to driuethem by degrees from diuorſe of iudgements 

a to diſaffetion; from diſaf- 


in ſome RY reh 
pos: to fation,from fation to ſchiſme, frem —_— | 
, , e l 


—— 


A. —_ tO. 
C— 
—— 


4 Diſcourſe of tres happineſe. | 197 


ſpeake in ſofteſt phraſe) to many dreadfull diftempers. Hee 
vreedily alſo cadence all mans and aduantages to di- 
utde the hearts of thoſe, who peaceably at home ſuckethe 
fame immortall Truth,and one life of Grace from the breafts 
of that bleſſed Mother which bore them; by many mali. 
cious inieCtions of ſecret ſeedes of diſcontentment, jcalou- 
fies,heart;burnings,eftrangement, and vnkindnefſes; which 
ſpringing vp ſometimes too faſt and hie berwixt them, 
or: the bitter rootes of priuie pride, vnſociable ſurlineſſe, 
impaciencie of reproofe, angrie emulations for the higher 
ſeate in the conceites and conſciences of the forwardeſt 
Chriſtians,naturall crookednefſe,and waiwardnes of diſpo- 
fition, Melancholike ſurmiſes, too ambitious affeRation of 
ſtrangeneſſe, ſome worldly matter hot worth talking of, or 
the like, doe vnhappily grow vnto at length and bring forth 
to the enniomu man, necks of all diflention,too great an 
harueſt(eſpecially ifthe world and wicked Ones take notice) 
of ill effes and pernicious conſequents:as belides theirmu. 
ruall diſcomfort and diſpleaſing of God : Wofalladuantage 
to the aduerſaries of Grace and Gods Truth; obfirmation 
to the Obſtinate ; Hindrance and diſcouragement to the 
| weake ;Sport and inſulcation to Scorners; Table-talke, and 
matter of triumph to good-fellowes ; Diſgrace to the peace- | 
full waies of finceritie; and griefe to more humble and ber- 
| ter aduiſed Chriſtians. The powers of darkenes,and all ſorts 
| | efpeo hane men cannot poſſibly bee better pleaſed, or the 
bleſſed Spirit and good men more grieued ; then to ſee and 
heare Gods children who ſo pleade for,and make profeſſion 
| of ſuch a glorious communion of loue and peace, to be at 
| yariance,and to cenſure one another. Ir infinitely therefore, | 
| and moſt dearely concernes all thoſe which haue giuen their 
| names to finceritie, to labour euery way to keepe the vnitie 
ofthe Spirit, in the þond of peace, Neuer was theremore 
neede that bleſſed Pawls carneſt- and zealefull 'obſecrarion, 
Epheſ.4.1.2.3, ſhould live freſhly in the memories, and bee | 
y inthe hearts of all Chriſtians: / _— 
the priſoner of the Lord,” beſcech you that ye wathe worthy of 
[aL CAS Ee 3 the 
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| the vocation wherewith y8 are called. With all bumbleneſſe of 
winde and meckenes,with long ſuffering, forbearing one ans- 
ther in lene Indenovring to keepe the wnitie of the Spirit in the 
Eros | bondof peace. I neuer teade without great amazement the 
mepe7o7u5c, falling out of that glorious paire of worthy workemen in the 
Rn is | Lords Harueſt, Pa«/ and Barnabas, Afts 15.39. The matter 
Lak ipeats | difference betwixt them was not very great; and yet it 
ftions | wo that head and heate,tharit parted them. If ſuch tws 

Reon and tall Cedars were ſhaken ſo ſhrewdly ; how much 
«5+ 3mx®> | neede have lower ſhrubs, weaker Chriſtians to ſtand vpon 
o_ 2: 21. | their guard and watch-Tower,againſt the inbred rebellious 
alas, ftubborneſle of their corrupt nature,and malicious incurfions 
of Saran in this kind ? 

This then is the Cau&at and premonition I would giue by 
the way. In this pointof reverence performable to godlie 
Miniſters, wag conſider _ ap in —_ inarie 
courſe of ſanRified carriage, and kindly temper of fpirituall 
conſtitution. For befides” that thoughts of HOI and 
eftrangement may(morc is the pitic) be wrought "pn their 
affetions, as I haue told you, both mediatly by difference 
of iudgement in Opinion, and immediatly by worldly. mat- 
ters, and Occurrents of diſcontent in their mutuall nego- 
tiatrons and dealings one with another. The faithfull Meſ- 
ſengers of God wo rg ems, ya Pal 

vrgent exigencie of their charge and calling, r 
une their Commiſhon, and for the impartiall diſcharge 
of a good conſcience grow diſpleaſing and diſtaftfull, euen 
to thoſe which make profeſſion of forwardnes and zeale; if 
they will needes giue iuſt occaſion by Opinionatiuenes,ſelfe. 
conceitednes, vncharitable cenſures, exorbirancie, or remiſ- | 
fion of zeale, inclinations to worldlineſſe, breaking off of 
brotherly affe&ion, cauſleſle waſpiſhneſle, and impariencies, 

ilpending the precious time-of Chriſtian conferences in a 
tedious ſpeculative proſecution of Ceremoniall controuer- 
fies, which ſhould be comfortablic improued and imployed 
in ſweete cdifying diſcourſes of ſantification, repentance, 
| | Caſes of conſciences, exerciſes of moryification, further on. 

vil —_ 
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tian, ſo that many of them are common to him with the 
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tuall diſcoueries of the _ of godlineſſe, and holy trade 

and ot ochpalage of practicall diui- 
nity : By their affeQtation ofa kind of wantonneſle in religi- 
on ſpringing from ſpiritaall pride, diſ-affeftion to their Pa- 
ſtors if they croſle their conceits in ſome- groundleſſe Opi- 
nions,negleR of Family-exerciſes, ſcandalous liberty in com- 
pany-Keeping, and ſuch otheraberrations and exorbitancies 

m the ſtraight parh of Chriſtianity,too much, and oken 
incident to profeſſors of Grace. 

This premonition thus premiſed,T proceed (in-a word on- 
ly)to the diſcouery of ſome motiues of reuerence to godly 
Miniſters mats tent Gods children, and the ſanctified 
effe&s of ſpeciall and fauing Grace. All; orthe moſt of the 
motiues before mentioned, may be found alſo in the Chri- 


formall Hypocrite : bur in theſe that follow,no vnregenerate 
man hatheither feeling or fellowſhip. | 

1. Eueryfairhfull Miniſter is to- cuery Chriſtian vnder 
his charge, and within-the exerciſe and enioyment of his 
Miniſtery,either « ſpiritwel Father, or a ſpiritnall Tutor : 2 
blefſed Inftrument vnto himeither of plantation, orpreſer- 
uation of grace; either of the firſt happie inſpiration, or the 
after c ble continuance of ſpirituall life: either hee 
bath begot him vnte God by the immortal ſeed, or brings 
him vp in thetrade of Godlinefle by the fincere milke of & 
Word, ifhe be a babe in Chriſt; or ſtronger meate,if hee be 
a confirmed Chriſtian. Now what 2 dee of deareſt Peuc- 
rence and inflamed affetion, the conſideration of ſuch in- 
comparable,ynualuable benefits inkindle and begert in the 
hedblecademader heart of a Chriſtian, none can poffibly 
conceiue and comprehend bur a Chriſtian heart. And thar 
man which knowes, and feeles by his owne happy experi- 
ence, what a bleſſed changeit is to be reſcued and delivered 
our of the Diuels bondage,and damnation of hell, from the 
curſe of ſinne and horror of conſcience: into the liberty of 
the Saints,fauour of God, affurance of Heauen, and the glo- 


-—_— le of an appeaſed & peacefull ſpirit ; and -what a 
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havoicthing iis afterward to have bis hungry. andlongy 
1, Thel. [Gndtncematly fed and filled in' the howis TOIOY 
2 7. the mourh ofhis {pirituall Norſe, with the kindly foodeof | 
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' immortality and life,as with marrow and fatneſſe. A ioytull 
ſenſe then of thele precious, priviledges and bleſſings of 
Heauen, in which no vnregenerate man hath eicher. part or 
fellowſhip, isa moſt powerfull and -peculiar motiue to. the 
Chriſtian, to obſerue with an hearty, and ſandtified reue- 
rence thoſe men of God,which he a prayer to be the 
holy inſtruments diuinely qualified and deſigned, for the 
conueyance and continuance of them vpon his ſoule, 

2. Chriſtians feeliagly receiue into their hearts by ſpe- 
ciallintereſt,and graſpe with an holy greedineſſe as their 
owne,in the hand of faith,all thoſe rich comforts and ioy- 
full ridings, which the man of God by his Miniſteriall com- 
miſſion,doth reach ynto them out of the book of life. Thoſe 
glorious promiſes of immortality and peace, which fprin 
ou of the bottomleſſe and boundlefle fountaine of G 
infinite compaſſions, and ireame full fairely and ericntly 
thorow the bloody wounds of our bleſſed Redeemer, are 
dire&ly and naturally conueied by the hands of ſuch anholy 
man,Chriſts wo their ſandified hearts, precious and 
particular Veſlels purged and prepared by the power of| 
Grace, for ſuch ſpirituall infuſions of heauculy glory and 
light. Whereby at many Sermons they ſenfibly and really 
bathe their drouping and thirſty ſoules in the well of life, 
and$veetl drinker ir fill out of rivers of the pleaſures of, 
God. And hence it is, that the feet of Gods faithfull Meſ- 
ſengers are ſo beautiful in the eyes of diſcerning Chriſtians, 
and their powerfull miniſteries ſo deere vnto their hearrs, 
that they entertainetheminto their affections with ſpeciall 
reuerence 48 Angels of God, nay in an holy ſenſe, euen as 
Gl ar og whereas to o_ carnall conceirs 

rnefull w ings, are to bee the ye 1 
the world, and plunge poke becauſe t - wa 
no meflages vnto them from Almighty God, but burthens| 
of /amentations, monrnings and woe, But nowin this point 
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of particular pplication,ſpeciall incereſt, and feeling fruition; 
while the Miniferof Godis dealing motels inns 
and bruiſed Spirits, out of the rich treaſurie of Gods infinite | 
mercies,the ſtreames of Chriſts precious blood, for- 
giueneſle of finnes,comforts of godlineſſe of _ 
en el emetls efimmencticy and ES 

the beſt of ynregenerate men haue any art,or accpuineamce. 
Onely ſome confuſed glimmerings of ſuch 

may ſuddenly, like flaſhes of lig » glance, 
vypon their deceived Gullathorowehe le daſſe of a tem- 
faith; bur it doth not reſt ypon, nor is rooted in their 
like the Sonne of righteouſneſle in lanGified ſoules, 
to the heating of them with that firong and victorious loue 


worlds malicious bittemedle, nor all the flouds of perſecu- 
tion, (which the Dragon caſts out of his mouth) can ever 
: with that ſound and laſting comfort, which ſhines 

brighteſt amid the greateſt para Jr gramcar yer” ron 
that inflamed and co —_— ba_y , which reſolu- 
diſgraces, an oppolitions, 

And —— their — ;and kl vnto 
Gods ſpiritual Almners cannot poſh y, hearty 
wubcocted. For they are but by: , or at. beſt bur ſu- 
perficiall Tafters of thoſe heauenly Doles; whereas Gods 
children ſweetly fill their ſoules with that immorrall foode, 
as with the moſt delicious Manna; and from every ſuch ſin- 


cere en er > as much by py ps os 
by 


am wodrarer commandement from Gods bleſſed 
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to the wales of God, which neither the whole ſea of the| Camrs, 
6.7, 


pasehey can poſſibly graipein thebandof faich, or 

|che hear of their ſpirituall life. A ſecond ſpeciall Motiue then, 
todraw on a ioyfull and rhankfull ceuerence from Chriſtians 
towards on iviſters, m—_ ENTER aud p In-| rome, 
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Pſa.19.10. 
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ons,and embracements of all ſanQtified ſoules;to which they 
yeeld an hearty,and vnreſerued obedience and loverbngh 


; are vncapable of ſuch abſoluteneſle ) yer eucr with tru 
and fincerity; and that,thoughit direRtly and maialy croffe 
the naturall current of their carnall aftections, and many 
| times interrupt and difturbe the outward peace of their 
worldly comforts : bur all forts of vnregenerate men, cuen 
| the beſt of them,ſubmir their afteRions and conformity to 
the rules of Grace,and lawes of God, with their owne {en- 
| ſuall reſernations, gloſles, partiall interpretations of world- 
ly wifedome,and euer with'a fecret ſubordination to their 
' chiefe 'carnall contentment, and the beloued pleaſures of 
their boſome-Sinne. And therefore they doe not with that 
aftectionatnefſe,and heedfulneſſe addift and addrefle their 
harts to the excellency,and execution of the ſacred Duittates 
| and Doftrines of heauenly wildome:Now wee haue a pre- 
cept fromthe holy Spirit,enforced with a zealous obſecrati- 
| on for the honouring of faithful Miniſters with a very extra- 
; ordinary and tranſcendent dearneſſe and degree of nas 
| reverence and loue : 1, Theſ.5.12.13. end we beſeech you 
brethrew,to know them which labony among you, and are ower 
you in the Lord a»d admoni(h you : and to eſteeme them very 
bighly in lone for their workes ſake Then which,if there were 
no other motiue orinducement imthe world to a regenerate 
hart,yerthis very one confideration;that God would have it 
ſo,that it isa facred Iniun@tion of Heauen, were ablc topro- 
duce andplant in ir,a truly-touing! acknowledgement; and 
awfull obſeruation of ſuch Angels of God. The which (be- 
cauſe it ſprings from the loue of God,affeRion to his word, 
and holy inftinct of an illightned Conſcicnee) muſt needs be 
| fincere, rooted, andlafting. But the beſt vnregenerate hearts 


fection to godly Miniſters, from a meere commandement of 
Almighty God: andhad they no» other ſenſible or ſcnſuall 


[ 


not in fulneſſe of perfeion,and heighr of degree, ( rhisvn- | 
glorified tate of mortali ? and theſe 7Tabernacles of clay . 


' 


| 
1 
' 
' 


. 
: 


{ 


cannot 29s te conceiue any ſuch:kindly flame of deare af- | 


ground, or politike-By=reſpes, bur.onely, a'bare charge 
on 
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from Gods Spirit, (which were more then inough to an 


time of temporary reuerence, which I ſpake of before, but 
heartlefle and cold this way. For no ified man, ler his 
prone or profeſſion bee never ſo glorious, doth or can 
oue heartily and ſincerely the Maieſtic of God, or lawes of 
heauen; becauſe Gods ſpeciall loue is not yer ſhed into his 
heart thorow the bleeding wounds of our blefſed Sauiour; 
neither hath he true and reall intereſt in the promiſes of life, 
or Soule-rauiſhing reuelations of his word. Bur by the way, 
and before I pafle out of this point, take notice of the quali- 
fication and character of thoſe Miniſters, wo whom this lo- 
uing reverence is performable by the precept of the holy 
Ghoſt, They are ſuch as are deſcribed by Paw/in the fore- 


cited places, where he inioynes ſuch \__ loue, reuerence | 


and honourable reſpe& ynto the Miniſters, Hold ſuch in re-| 
pwration, {aith he, Phil.2.29. hee meancs ſuch as Epaphrodi- 
tus was. And hee honours him in that Chapter with many 
worthy Epithets of Miniſteriall excellencies, and a teftimo- 
nic of much gracious worth : 1.That he was a Brother in the 
Lord,thatis, a true Chriſtian,and ſanQified man.2.His com- 
panion in labour, a laborious Workeman inthe Lords Har- 
ueſt. 3. His fellow-ſouldier ; couragious and reſolute a- 
ainſt the aduerſarics of Gods truth, and all vngodly oppo- 
| Toes 25- 4- That he longed after,and loued his flocke 
witha melting compaſſionate tender-heartedneſle,yerle 26. 
+ That the worke of Chriſt was more deare vnto him then 
bis temporall life, In the 1. Theſ. 5. 13. the Miniſteriall | 
worke is the-loadeſtone, mentioned by the Apoſtle, which | 
ſhould draw ſuch a deale of reverence and honorable regard | 
from the hearts of our hearers :: Efeeme chew very highly in 
lowe Aaith he,for their works ſake. And y.12.be beſeeches the | 
Theſſalonians to take ſpecial acknowl ent ofthoſe that 
laboured amongſt them, and admoniſht them. Working 
Miniſters then in ſome meaſure thus qualified,are onely the 
proper and naturall obieRt of — igheſtecmac, 


fro truly iudicious and Chriſtiz affeions, Bleſſed Pas/con- | 
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cludes not within the compaſſe of rhis holy injunttion; 
rt. Anyi t vnlearned Miniſters, for the Lord himſelfe 
will refuſe that Prieſt which refuſeth knowledge. Hoſ.4.6. 
2, No idle and vnreaching Miniſters, who feede therſelues 
with the milke, and cloath themſelues with the fleece; but 
ſuffer their flocke to ſtarue, and their poore ſoules to lie 
wallowing wofully in their owne pollutions and blood, 
3. No vnskilfull Miniſters, who will needs teach and can- 
not; but areſo farre from dewiding the word of God aright ; 
that they hacke and mangle it in a foule and fearefull man- 
ner, in a prophane and pirifull faſhion; in handling or hea- 
ring adaetoncry humble ſoule ſhould tremble with a ſe- 
cret{enſe, and reuerent awfulneſſe of that dreadfull and glo- 
rious Maielty, whoſe meſſage it is. 4. No corrupt teachers, 
who mingle with the ſincere milke of the word,Popiſh poy- 
ſon, poſitions of carnall libertie, and the difiempered Dj- 
ttates of their owne angry paſſions, and preiudices. 5. No 
Dawbers with yntempered morrter, or pillow-ſowers vnder 
mens elbowes, who walke politikely, fearefully and reſer- 
uedly in their Miniſtric. 6. No Sonnes of Peliel, vitious 
and good-fellow-minifters, as they call them, who are 
a kind of very vile, and tible crearures ; the hate- 
fulleſt ObieQs to an honeſt cic of any that walk ypon carth. 
A diffolute Preacher is the Diuell,as they fay, in his pontifi- 
calibre, a thouſand times more pernicious and hurtful, then 
an hundred priuate men, though profefſing villanie in the 
higheſt degree.For as the excellency of that Calling is incom- 
parable and tranfoendent;ſo by iuſt proportion and congrui- | 
tie of conſequence,depenerations in that kind are moſt exe- 
crable and peſtikent. Vnſauourie Sakt is good for nothing, 
no, not for the cw To conclude the point : 

chargein his word to haue it ſo,is another powerfull and pe- 
euliar motive to a good man,to reverence heartily,and hold 
wad reputation an holy Miniſter and Man of 


4. The apprehenſions and conceits, which ordinarily 2- 


riſe in a Chriſtians heart at the preſence of a godly, and} 
; grace-| 


| 
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efſe man, are very different & contrary,Gods child can 

y look vpon a ſon of Beltel with patience, & not with» 

out thoughts of auerfion & abhorrencie;becauſc he knowes 
him to bean enemie vnto God, and a traytor to the crowne 
and dignity of that mighty Lord his great Maſter in heauen:; 
(though he can hearrily(for ſo hee ought)pray,long and la-: 


| bour for(if God ſoplcaſe)his conuerfion- and | 
tothe communion of Saints and conrſes of graces). But the 


very face and preſence of an holy manis wont to produce in. 
ſanQtified hearts impreſſions of anocher nature, cucn of affe- 
Riionareneſſe, honour and loue'> becauſe he is one that ſtands 
on the Lords lide,and forthe cauſe of Chrift, dba 
ſoro be : for the blefſed Spirit hath markt him'for a man hae. 
ſhall never periſh : /# wboſe eyes 4 wile perſon is contemmed ; 
but bee bononreth them that feare the Lord: Palme i 5,4, It 


thento theparticular ſelfe-ſauing graces of an humble and; 


honeſt heart,there be yer further an addition of more gene- 


rall miniſteriall endowments fanRiified for the faluation of, 


many; and to the perſon of a priuate Chriſtian, an eminent 

blique Inn God humſclfe : I meane, ifthere 
Low xne bleſſed Cine a gratious and happie concurrence of 
a good man, and godly Miniſter; what a deale of deareſt 


reverence and reſpethiue loue isit 4 by 2Jacred and ſe- 
cret attraftive power)to draw and diftill from the ſweere 
and melting fſpirns of thoſetruly noble Ones, who know the 
wayes and louc his Maicſtic ? Henceit was,that Cor- 
els vporithe very farft fight of Peter, confidering thar' he 
was a qualified perion, ſent and fubftnutod bythe Lord for 
the further and fuller ynfolding vmo bim the ſecrets of (al- 
mation, and myſteries of heauen, was fuddenly ſirucken wh 
ſuch an extraordina iſhinge 
louehat he felldowne art his feete with tender of farre more 
thenordinary renerence,and cuen ſome kinde of adoration ; 
forhax Peter was glad to raiſe and reproue him for his cran(- 
preſſion, and immoderarion in that kinde. This inforced 
enen a Kmg, though ocherwile not ſo good, yet in a caſc 
of feare and danger, with a mournefull hcart co poure out 
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theſe compaſſionate teares vpon the face of the dying Pro- 
phet:'O my father; wy father , the chariot of !ſrac!, and| 
thr horſemen 6f the ſame! Hence itwas, that the hearts of 
the Galathians having taſted of the hidden Manna of the 
myſterie of grace (which that great DoRour of the” Gen- 
tiles , and Embaſſadour- of . Chriſt had powerfully and 
pleritifully diſcouered;and deuided amongſtthem) were car- 
ried towards Paw/ with that paſſionate feruencie of Spirit, 
and excellency-of mnexpreſlable loue, that if ir had been poſſi= 
ble, they wonld hane plucked ont their owne eyes, andbane gi- 
wen thizs unto him. Nay; they rectined bin as an eAngellef 

ſx, Thus, though carnall men ſee-and. 


God, :yed,at Chriſt Jeſus, T. 
difcerne no ſuchextraocdinarie matter and myfterie-in holy 
Miniſters; yet the' —_ eyes, and inflamed affeQions 
of humble Chiiftians\looke ypon. and reverence their per- 
ſons, as menyporiwhomrthe Lord hath impreſſed and Kam=- 
d forne remarkable characters of diuinitie, and- as it were 
foe ſparkles and degrees of Maicftie:that fo with greater 
power and authoritie they may publiſh to the ſonnes of men 
the Secrets ofheauen, and with more vnreſfiftableneſſe and 
lotie executt that _ office of the Lords Embaſſadgrs. 
& vealous(then)and ious cogitation, that a conſcionable 
Miniſterie is Gods ſantified ordinance for ſauing of ſoules:; 
andthat godly Miniſters. are the pe mee t out, and 
maintained by the o_—_— hand of diuine prouidence for 
the managing of ſuch heai wr 94ers wats 6 Or 
andptegnant moriue”to- plant;and preſerve in the hearts of 
ood men;thoughts of _ Teuerence, and fingular ya- 
ſuaion that way,for the due ring of that holy inftitu- 
tion, and ſuch publike Agents of the moſt inward and im- 
portant affairesof God Almightie,:: - ---/, 9 
' 5. Many moe: are: the ſpecial and peculiar motiues, 
which adde ftrengrh, -tife and heartineſle ro that reſpetiue- 
nefſe and reverence, which a good man bearesto godly Mi- 
niſters,whereof.the ſtate of vnregeneration takes no taſte or 
notice 5 becauſe it is ftarke blind in the ſecret and ſacred 


myſteries of grace, and naturally vncapable,and ma 
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henſue of the wiſdorne and waies of God,in guiding a bleſ- 
ſed ſoule to it endleſſereſt, They are ſuchas theſe :' 1, By 
their owne experimentall skill, and out of the-priaciples of 
p_ diuinity,they are ableto. ſpeake in ſome meaſure 
v7 Ws comfortably to his heart perplexed and yext 
with crofles and hinderances in his way to heauen, as with 
ſpirituall defertions, vncouth importunate tentations, hor- 
rour for ſomexclapſe; want of preſem feeling Gods fauour ; 
with doubts about the ſoundneſſe ofhis fpirituall Rate,blaſ- 
phemous inieftions of Satan, vncheerfulneſſe ar godly ex- 
erciſes, dulneſſe in prayer, fearfulneſſe of a trembling, and. 
tender conſcience,and other ſuch diftres-ful agonies and ac- 
cidents, ofcen and ordinarily incident to {anctified ſoults; 
with which vnregenerate men are yaexerciſed, and-vnholy 
Miniſters vnacquainted, Helpe and'comfort inwhich caſes 
doth infinitely indeere the panting rn ſoule to 
that Owe of a thouſand, which happi refreſhing balme 
in accadineſſefor ſuch ſpirituall brutes, :and can ſeatonably 
vpori ſuch; occaſions; declare mio wan bii rig breaaſneſe. 
2: By the powerfull and preuailing executions of their Mi-- 
niftetiall-authority and charge, chey \mightily contradift 
and-oppole all oppoſitions to grace;. the praphaneſle, ignv. 
amr a1) IO Rr tn where: they 
are imployd; doe their:y 0: batrerrand'bear dowre 
the dinels kingdome about his cares, and tropurcoffing ! /- 
maels, and Satans p_ out of heartand-hus 


mour:which:doth piingigl 


aſe that humbleifoule; Which 
is truly yexed witty the! ei 


| ceing impiecs; and-willull 
dammations of thoſe taofull :wretches  arrwngft, whony hee 
lives: 3: Byrhe bleſſings' of God ypon thoit! paiufull Ja- 
bours in the Miniftery,they many times happily encreaſe rhe 
number;inflamethe zeale, animate.the rs cu and in- 
ſpirecontinually:with freſh: heart:and life; the: communion 
| of godly Chriftians\aboutthem:wheveby the glory of God, 
;Sood cauſes, thebeſtmen,and gadly' exerciſes, are kept"on 
foore and flouriſh; Which glorious: viſible: cttects of their 
conlacacean faichfulnefle-doe.create' and _—_— * _ 
UPITY anctifhe 
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ſandtified affeRons of a true-harted Nathewael, a great 
deale and incomparably ROBY and ſound con- 
tenement, then the deareſt _— Mp greateſt world- 
ly comfort can poſſibly.Eſpecially, firh where yn-preaching 
Ar vnfaithfull Miniſters are, he fees and obſerues all holy 
 ſeruices ordinarily to run into ruine and diſgrace;and in ſtead 
therof erected ( nw in rage) both an accurſed dominion of| 
| and opal a concurrent perſecution of 
mcerity and grace.q.Nay,lam perſwadcd, were there no 0- 
ther moriue atall, this yery one conceit and conſideration, 
chat the want and withdrawing of his prone affeRtionate- 
 nefſe and reſpet,may be a meanes to w leſſen vn- 
to him the power ——_— rofitableneſle of his _ would 
be ſufficient and firong make a _—y wheres 
ge WY $07. With all his ir. 
the ec take notice ; that a mans prayer-full weir 
teker lrg etof Gods meſſengers, may iuſtly towards 
cor ftraiten thai gifts,vtterance, and other 
Miner ablſings ingsfor Rags profit,or more diſcoforr.' 
winthelaft a contrary conſtancy, and 
| Bir ont A nt TFT 
 faichfulleſt meſſengers in thoſe caſes; wherein I told you be- 
fore the former of the formall. bypecideiacedincetly 
diſlodged andeurnedinto heart-rifing. 
x 4 TN one the Law, and preaching 


| _ © Gods child acquic, reed, 

andprotedtedby the ryan pcarmers of 

en fromehe —_— and 
fo on of all the iudgements in his Baoke;can heare and di- 


from a Son of thunder, the moſt terrible denunciations 
of damnation and death impicty and impecnitency, 
with a pleaſed and i paticnce, with an humble and 
| holy triumph. His cogitaions and fore-rhoughts of his { 
| diflolution, lying in the graue, curſes: of the Law ; Gods|/ 
t-ſcate,thatlaſt and dreadfull day ; of hell, daruna- 

con,an thoſe endicfle flames are not mingled withiſuch 


ſcruile 
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ſeruile apprehenſions of (lauiſh horror, as are wont to k 
os 409 WERE FIIABEAT 1 > as wofull ſla- 
uerie,and to plunge them into impatiencie, for 
being fo 4n._ws. before halted. F5 
2 Thediſcouerie and denunciation of Gods wrath and 
' iuſt indignation againſt finne, is wont to beget in ſanctified 
| hearts an increaſe both of humbleneſſe, bruledneſſe, broken- 
heartednefle, ſpringing from a confideration of the curſed- 
'neſſe of their naturall (tare, and damnablenefle of their daies 
| of vanitie : and alſo of thankfulneſſe ariſing out of a ſenſe of 
' their glorious deliuerance, and enlargement fromthe 
| of God, and all thoſe curſed conſequents and confuſions | 
| which naturally grow thence. The former whereof makes 
; Way for a great deale of inward peace,ſpirituall ioy, more fa- 
 miliaritie with God, further reuelation of heauenly ſecrets, 
| and a comfortable growth,& _ enio ofall graces, 
; &c. Forthe lowlieſt minde is euer higheſt in Gods bookes: 


| The humbleſt heart hath cuer the greateſt ſhare, & taſtes the | 
| molt {weetnes in the comforts of godlines, and the fauour of 
' God. Theother doth powerfully draw on the continuance | 
| andaddition of Gods bleflings in great abundance & varie- 
| te. For 2 reuerent acknowledgement; and heartie thankful- 
| nefſefor grace receiued(as with nobly minded men, ſo infi- 
| nitely more with the moſt mercifull God)is a right power- 
' full meanes and ſtrong motiue to keepe him =— Rill; 
' and boxh to iniarge ana t*vecten the comfortable current of 
his compaſſions and bountie towards vs, Conſciouſnes and | 
ſenſe of which worthy effeCts,no maruell though ic makethe 
ſharpeſt edge of the {word of the Spirir, ſeaſonably applide, 
; welcome to a well | ay ry po ſoule. 
| 3 Ir is the propertie of true-hearted profeſſors not to 
| line and licin any knowne finne, with purpoſe; pleaſure and 
' perſeuerance; bur -ypon the diſcouerie of Euery corruption 
| or vnlawfull courſe,to be glad and readie to berid by the 
blood of Chriſt and mortifying grace out of Satans inui- 
fble tyrannie, cuen in that particular alſo : and alſo to carrie 
imtheir hcarts an habituall ſerled and cheerefull reſolution 
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to pleaſe Godinall things. And thereforeif any more ſearch-' 
ing Sermon,or piercing point diſcloſe vnto them ſome new | 
depth or ſnare of Satan, vn-noted frailtie, vnacknowledged 
corruption, diſtempered paſſion, or crooked by-path; the 


| omiſſion of ſome durie, or ſome intermiſſion of the exerciſe 


of grace, whereof they did not formerly take notice,or haue 
| been {o ſenſible; = are ſo farre from returning ſecret ma- 
| lice,or open miſchiete for ſo holy a meſſage, that they depart 
| home more ioyfully and contentedly; bleſſing that happie 
hand which came ſo home ynto rheir hearts; and hearnly 

raiſimg Godfor that man of God, by whoſe Miniſterie hee 
Farh x. edtheir knowledge to the vnderſtanding of ſome 
new needfull dutie; or illightened rheir conſciences to the 
diſcoucrie of ſome lurking cloſe infirmitie; by gn 
the one, or mortifying the other, they may happily hope _ 
expect for afterwards, to purchaſe more comfort to their 
hearts,more peace to their conſciences,more boldnes in their 
wayes, more cheerefulnes in the exerciſes of religion, more 
familiaritie with God, and encreaſement of graces. For th 
more exact and yniuerſall weeare inthe workes of mortifi- 
cation,and wayes of new obedience; the more fully and fee- 
I wee taſte and partake of the pleaſures of grace, 
con of godlineſſe, and neerer acquaintance with the 
Lord of heauen. 

4 Chriſtians defire to preſerue their ſoules in puritie and 
peace; and therefore are well pleaſed to have the cleere Cry- 
ſtall ofthe Morall law the oftner preſented to the eye of their 
| vnderſtandings, by the powerfull hand of a conſcionable 
Teacher ; that vpon the diſcouerie and repreſentation, they 
may labour to haue their ſpots, pollutions,and ſpirituall de- 
formities waſhed away by the ſole Soule-ſauing blood of 
Chriſt,and teares of yntained repentance: and ſomake them | 
| appeare both more amiable and- louely to the mercifull eye 
of God,and more peacefult and comfortable tothe fight and 
cenſure of their owne conſciences. 

Seaſonable and ſerious ponderations vpon the puritic 
_ 'exatnes of Gods commandements pur into them by 
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preaching the Law, and application of the freight line of 


crooked liues, are very powerfull meanes to caſt Chriſtians 
with lowlieſt proſtration of heart euen into the duſt, and 
holie deteſtation of themſelues, which is their higheſt hap- 

inefſe ypon earth; for it drawes the glorious Maieflie of 
LR—_ with a ncerer and more contented reſidence into 
their humbled ſoules, & makes them partakers of that thrice 
pretious promiſe : Eſai.57. 15. Thus ſaith bee, that is bigh 
and excellent,he that inhabiteth eternitie, whoſe name is - 
Holy One : 1 dwell im the high and holy place : with bim «lſo 
that is of 4 contrite and le ſpirit, to renine the ſpirit of 


beart. 

6 Gods children are not wont to beare with, or allow 
themſclues in the breach of any commandement : and there- 
fore come vnto the miniſtrie ofthe Word, with ({ornelixs re- 
ſolution, readie to liſten with reverence and contentment; 
and to ſubmit with finceritie and truth ynto all things com- 
manded them from God by his M er. They are willing 
to haue the whole will and counſell of God reuealed ynto 
them, whether it appeare in the reuelation of his iuſt wrath 

inſt finne; whereby they may bee keptin awe and ten- 
dernes of conſcience, in an holy feare and obedience vnto 
him: orin the comfortable diſpenſation of grace and par- 
don to true Penitents, and the humble-hearted ; whereby 
they poſleſle their ſoules in peace and patience, in deſpite of 
the vtmoſt rage both of all earthly and infernall powers and 
Oppoſitions. They are as well content to haue their hearts 
ſometimes ſcundly and ſearchingly ript vp, and anatomi- | 
zed by the Sword of the Spirit ; as to haue their conſciences 
refreſhed with the blood of the Lambe, oriently fireaming 
thorow the promiſes of ſaluation and life. Bur it is not \o 
with the wicked : their heartleſle affetions towards the 
reaching and praCtifing of the Word,are ſtill mingled with 
ecret exceptions againſt ſome points, and ſenſual] reſerua- 


Gods righteous iudgements , to the irregularities of their |' 


the humble, and to give life to them that areof a comrite |. 


tions of {ome finfull haunts. There is cuer one commande- | 
| | Gg 2 ment | 
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| ment or other, which they would not willingly haue ex- | 
pounded,or be vrged with the righteous iudgements there- | 

of, There is ſome ſinne or other,againſt which they would 
| gladly finde no curſe in the booke of God, no triall at his 
Tribunall,no flames in that fierie Lake. They are paſſingly 

| | pleaſed with diſcourſes of mercies, pardons, and compal- | 
| ons, though they haue no part in them; and Rill crie out for 

P | the Cordials of > & Goſpell: but they will not poſſibly en- 
dure the Corrafiues of the Law firſt to conſumg and mortifie 
their corrupt fleſh, or ſuffer with patience the ſeueritie of | 
| udgements,and diuine vengeance for finne to bee charged 
| pon their guiltie conſciences. And no marucile, for indeed 
by a ſecret conſciouſnes they finde themſclues liable to all 
thoſe fearefull horrors. Herod was conformable in many 
Mark.6,17 | *hings, and well enough content to heare /obn Baptit in 0- 
| ther points : but when he laid the edge of the ſeuenth Com- 
mandement to his falſe and luſtfull hearr, it cut his very gall, 
which ſhould haue cured his guiltines. And becauſc hath - 
lie man laboured ſo fairhfully with the ſword of the Spirit,to 
cut aſunder that cart-rope of iniquitie, which as yet kept him 
faſt bound ynder the bondage of Hell, hee cut off his head. 
| | Had Pas/ addreſt and applied himſelfe rothe humour of Fe- 
As 24.26 lix and Drufilla,and (as - 2 expected) entertained the time, 
and pleaſed their eares with a generall plauſible diſcourle, 
and the pleaſing newes of the paſſions and rich purchaſes of 
Chriſt,by his late vnualuable bloodſhed; they had heard him 
(no doubt)with great delight and greedinefſe, and bin extra- 
ordinarily rauiſht with the powerfull ſweetnes of his ſacred i 
eloquence, But when that carnall couple of prophane great 
Ones perceiued once, that that good man went ſo preciſel 
to work, and with ſuch ſtran be ynexpected reſolution truck 
p—_ home into the yery heart of their darling pleaſures, 
y oppoſing purpoſely and particularly, a pearcing terrify- 
ing Sermon of righteonſnes temperance, and the indgement to 
come, againſt their couetous,luſtfull, and carelefſe humours, 
| he was preſently filenced and ſent to priſon. | 
| Thus and for ſuch cauſes as theſe,preaching the Lawgand 
ſcaſonable! 


> m——— RRmm——— —— 

ſeaſonable preſſing of Gods plagues and iudgemens againſt 

finne,is euer welcome to the calme and compoſed affeCtions | 

of anQified men,and increaſeth in them, eſtimation, reue-! 
| rence and loue towards godly Miniſters for their reſolution, 
faithfulnes,and vnreſerucdnes in that regard : whereas ordi- | 
narily it begers in vnregenerate hearts much ynhallowed. 
heate,rage and paſhonate diſtempers; which too often break 
out into thunder and lightning, ſtormes and tempeſts againſt | 
[obn Bapti?, Michaiab,and thoſe other Ones of a thouſand 
of thatnoble and reſolute ranke. 

Secondly, in the other Caſe,whzrein ordinarily the for- 
mall Hypocrites reverence to reuerend Miniſters, is turned 
into hearr-rifing ; which is ypon the particular diſcouerie, ' 
and reſtleſſe purſuite of his boſome ſinne, by the light of the 
Word,and terrors of the Law,(as I told you oe 4 before) 
I fay in this Caſe,conceiue thus of the Chriſtian : 

The ſinne of his boſome, before hee was conuerted, made 
the greateſt breach and deepeſt gath into his conſcience :in 
the rrauell of his new birth,it coſt him the moſt teares, ſoreſt 
pangs,and heauieſt groanes; fince,it hath come vpon him,to 
the great griefe ofhis heart, with the moſt pow aſfaules, | 
and cunningeſt infinuations for re-entrie and repoſſeſſion; 
and hee well knowes, that vpon relapſe into ſome old,or 
ſurpriſe with ſome new finne,it would returne into his re- 
membrance with apparitions of extraordinarie horror and 
ſings of feaxe; and will, if the Lord in his laſt ſickneſſe(for 
crall example, or ſome other ſecret end, ſeene and ſeeming 
good vnto his holy wiſedome)ſufter him ts peſſeſſe the inc- 
| quities of his youth, ſtare his affrighted conſcience in the 
face with moſt grieſly formes and dreadfull repreſentations 
of wrath : and | Gar $a hee apprehends, and embraceth | 
greedily and with comfort, —— or meditation from | 
the miniſterie of the Word, which may any way helpe to 
terrifie, mortifie, and keepe vnder ſuch an accurſed ene- 
mie to his peace,and troubler of his ſpirituall ſtare. And be- 
ſides, hee hauing by the mercies of God, mortifying grace, 
ms power of Chriſt blood,efcaped the vengeance, ys 
' S 3 _ 
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the head, and broke the heart of it; can heare it purſued and 
paied home with denunciations of thoſe iuſt plagues and 
terrors, which are naturally proper thereunto,patiently, and 
>" euen with an holy ſecuritie, and ſecret humble | 
thankfull exultation : Whereas it is ordinarie with _ 
nerate men, to bee tranſported with extraordinarie paſſion 
and impatiencie, eſpecially at the particular diſcoucrie and 
damnation of their Darling delight. Hered gaue care with 
reaſonable moderation to other reprehenſions ; but when 
the Baptsft cenſured with a facred {eueritic his ſweete finne 
of luſtfull pleaſures, hee grew ſo prodigiouſly mad, that hee 
choked his owne ſoule with the blood of that bleſſed 
man, | 

Thirdly, concerning points and perſwaſions that preſſe 
moſt, and ſtirre vp principally to an holy preciſenes,excellen- 
cic of zeale,beſt improuement of their graces,&c., 

Gods children are ſweetly and graciouſly couetous in ſuch 
caſes. The beſt men carrie in their hearts the higheſt mea- 
ſure of an holy indignation againſt themiſelues, and deepeſt 
deteſtation of their owne corruptions , imperfeCtions, and 
aberrations from the will of God and way of life : and 
their ſanCtified affeftions are moſt inflamed with vnwea- 
ried defires, and reſtleſſe aſpirations after new increaſement 
fQill, and freſh additions of grace ; after a ſtronger faith, 
more zeale, greater comfort, ſincerer ſeruices, neerer fami- 
liaritic with God,&c. Hence it is,that the holieſt Chriſtians 
complaine moſt of their vnworthineſle and fpirituall inſuf- 
ficiencies; of their dulneſſe in prayer, naughtineſle of heart, 
ſcantneſſe of godly ſorrow , vnchearefulneſſe at religious 
exerciſes, vnprofitableneſle by the Minifterie, vnheauenlines 
of their thoughts, failings in their obedience, and ſuch vex- 
ing infirmiriescuer ſooneſt diſcouered, and moſt bewailed 
by the moſt ill:;ghrened,and tendereſt conſciences: and that 
alſo for themett part they neuer meete God in priuate vpon 
their knees, but their hearts burne within them with vnut- 
terab!e lorgin:s and pantings at the leaſt, forſupplics and 
abilirics, to : EO Redeemer the bat and vt- 
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moſt ſeruice they can poſlibly ; that they may looke him in! 


the face with more comfort, when they ſhall come to his| - 


Tribunall. The performances of Gods children by the grace | 
of God are many , their endeuours moe; bur their deſires 
endleſſe, and neuer ſatisfied with their meaſure of obedi-| 
ence. Whereupon it followes, that vpon the opening of any 
freſh fountaine by a ſearching Miniſterie, of diuiner do- 
rines,exaRter points, and more holie preciſeneſle for pra- 
Qtiſe of anQtificarion, and further perfeRion in Chriſtianitie, 
their hearts are wont to bee comfortably inlarged, and to: 
drinke heartily. They are many times in their retired con- 
templations much grieued, and very angrie with them-' 
ſclues, that their mercifull God ſhould bee ſo endlefly and 
immeaſurably kind, and compaſſhonate vnto them, wormes 
and no men; and yetthey ſo colde, cowardly and heartleſſe 
in thankfull retributions of ſeruices and obediences to fo 
glorious a Maieſtie: and therefore are well enough pleaſed 
with the preſſing of quickning Scriptures; thar ra they 
may get more ſpirituall life into their hearts, more heate in- 
to their zeale, comfort into their conſciences, and by the 
mercies of God, more maflineſſe and glorie ynto their 
Crownes of immorrtalitie, But luke-warme Profeſſors haue 
not ſo much as an heartie deſire to be more hot in religion; 
and are ofren much yexed to heare it plainly prooued © | 
ynto their faces and falſe hearts, that without 
more forwardneſle and zeale,they ſhall 
— or ſee the face 
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